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VOTE OF CONDOLENCE:

Mr. C. VANNIASINGAM
The Hon. 8. W, R. D. Bandaranaike :

Mr. Speaker. it is my melancholy duty on this occasion on behalf of the Government to say a few words
on the sad and sudden death of Mr. C. Vanniasingam, the Member for Kopay.

Mr, Vanniasingam was present in this House at its last meeting and appeared to be in excellent health so
that the news of his death came to us all with a certain sense of shock. It is one of the gracious things of
democracy that we can disagree with each other sometimes very strongly in our politleal views and in our
opinions on various subjects that come up for discussion while, at the same time, retaining that personal
friendship and regard for each other that is displaved so often in democratic parliamentary politics; this is
such a case, where we, on this side of the House, and 1, in particular, have very frequently differed most
strongly with the views held by Mr. Vanniasingam. But, at the same time, I have known him for a number of
years now and have always cherished for him a personal regard and friendship which, T think, was reciprocated
also by him.

He died young; he was only 48 years of age. But within this brief career he had performed a very great
service for the Party of which he was such a distinguished Member and for those whom he spoke. Indeed,
he not only was a valued Member of this House and a servant of the public, but had other interests too. He
was a very able lawyer. He never permitted his professional work to interfere with his political work but, |
believe, even up to the end he commanded a considerable practice. particularly in the Jaffna Courts. He has
been the Member for Kopay from 1947 onwards; he commanded the confidence of his electorate for the
past 12 years and was also a leading Member of the Federal Party. T am sure his loss must be a severe one
for that Party and my hon. Friend the Member for Kankesanturai (Mr. Chelvanayakam) and his associates.

He has participated in Debates in this House on subjects in which he was particularly interested and, [
am sure, we are all agreed that whether we shared his views or not he expressed those views moderately,
cogently and very persuasively. I can myself bear witness to the fact that when he came to discuss matters
with me with other Members, representatives of the Federal Party, he put forward his case on the various
points that we discussed in a very persuasive and convincing manner. We I think, all genuinely regret the
passing away of Mr, Vanniasingam.

[ am personally sorry I was unable to be present at the funeral as [ had a certain engagement which it was
impossible for me to cancel but T made arrangements for a special Air Force plane (o fly to Jatfna, taking the
Lender of the Senate, another Minister, the Minister of Culwural Affairs, together with the Leader of the
Opposition so as to enable them to attend his funeral.

I request you, Mr. Speaker, to direct the Clerk of the House to send a copy of these proceedings to the
Members of the bereaved family and to convey to them our deepest sympathies, the sympathies which { take
this opportunity of expressing on behalf of the Government.

Dr. N. M. Perera (Ruwanwella):

Mr. Speaker, this is the first inroad death has made into the ranks of the present Parliament. We have had
occasion in this House to express our deep sorrow at the passing away of ex-Members of Parliament, the
old Members of Parliament, bul this is the first occasion where, during the course of this Parliament, one of
our colleagues, who had been with us the other day sitting, joking, laughing and perhaps, bitter in debate
with us, was suddenly removed by death from our midst, from the hurly-burly of politics and from the strife
of parhamentary life.

Tt is unfortunate that it has come upon a man who, as the Hon. Prime Minister stated, was stll quite
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young and capable of contributing much to the political life of this country. One can differ, quite rightly, and
most of us have differed from Mr. Vanniasingam with regard to the political opinions he held. But, I think,
all of us are agreed that even when we disagreed with him we respected him because of the sincerity with
which he held fast to those views.

From his own point of view he thought that federalism was the solution to our language problem, a
solution which would, in his opinion resolve the differences between the various communities. [t was a
point of view which he sincerely and genuinely held but from which we differed very strongly. But at all
times, I must repeat, we respected him for the sincerity and the honesty which he displayed in the espousal
of that cause,

Mr. Vanniasingam comes of a family of talented people. His brothers and sisters have all done well in
their educational careers; they have all done fairly well in life. Mr. Vanniasingam himself had a distinguished
career as a scholar. He joined the legal profession and, as has been rightly pointed out by the Hon. Prime
Minister. he had a considerable practice both in civil and criminal law in the Jaffna Courts to which he
confined himself. He took to politics a little later than most of us. I think we first heard of him in 1947 when
he contested a seat as a Member of the Tamil Congress under the leadership of Mr. G. G. Ponnambalam.
Again, he felt quite sincerely that that party did not lead him forward and he decided to give up the Tamil
Congress. He then joined the Federal Party with my good Friend and Colleague, Mr. Chelvanayakam. Once
he joined that party he was a very active member. He rose to be one of its leaders. He was, in a literal sense,
the life and soul of that party.

[ had the good fortune - and I am grateful to the Hon. Prime Minister for placing an aeroplane at our
disposal - of being able to attend his funeral in Jaffna. I had the privilege of representing the hon. Members
of the Opposition at the funeral and I was very impressed by the tremendous respect paid to the late M.
Vanniasingam by all manner of people from all parts of the Jaffna Peninsula. { saw large crowds. I also
noticed that people who normally did not appreciate his political point of view, nevertheless joined hands in
paying tribute to this man who could have played a fairly important part in the political life of this country
had he lived a little longer.

His contributions as a Parliamentarian are all too well known to all hon. Members of this House. He was
rather soft-spoken but nevertheless quite assertive. What struck me forcibly was that during certain painful
scenes when one would have expected of another Member greater bitterness, Mr. Vanniasingam took things
calmly and serenely. There was no bitterness in what he said. Although he might have felt bitter, he took it
as part of his political life. :

Personally, I have had the pleasure and the privilege of consulting him on a number of matters concerning
not merely langoage problems but the general work of the Opposition and I have always found him useful
and helpful. T am sure all of us feel that we have lost in Mr. Vanniasingam a very friendly Colleague who
was always cheerful and pleasant. He was always amenable to reason when discussing various problems.
He was always ready to yield to the other man’s point of view, subject, of course, to the overriding principles
that he held.

It is a tragedy that we in this Parliament have had to see such a promising career cut off from life, and
this Parliament and this country deprived of the benefits of an experience that would have become richer as
he went along. I do want to endorse what the Hen. Prime Minister said and 1 would like you, Sir. to convey,
on behalf of all of us in the Opposition, our very deep sorrow at the untimely death of Mr. Vanniasingam, He
has left behind his wife, who is in a delicate state of health, and a number of children. It must be a very sad
blow to Mrs. Vanniasingam. [ do want you to convey to his bereaved family our very sincere regret at the
untimely death of our Colleague, Mr. €. Vanniasingam.
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M. S. I. V. Chelvanayakam

(Kankesanturai): Mr. Speaker, at this very sud moment, in fact the saddest moment during the life of our
party, may | have the privilege of paying my tribute to the memory of our dear Friend and Colleague. Mr.
Vanniasingam’s death has over- whelmed us with grief, I agree with the Prime Minister that I count his loss
as nothing short of a calamity to our party and to the Tamil people in Ceylon. Besides being a loss to the
party, to the Tamil people and to the country as a whole. his death is a personal blow to me who was asso-
ciated with him for many years.

We both came [rom the same village, Telippallai, in the Kankesanturai constituency. Mr. Vanniasin-
gam'’s father, the late Mr. V. Coomaraswamy, was a learned man. He was a Tamil scholar and an Arts
Graduate of the University of Madras or Calcutta. He was a proctor of the Supreme Court, and he practised
his profession in Jaffna where he was esteemed for his grasp of the law on the civil side.

Being an intelligent young man himself Mr. Vanniasingam did not fail to take advantage of his father’s
learning. Mr. Vanniasingam acquired a good knowledge of Tamil, especially of the older classical literature
from Which he quoted profusely in his speeches both academic and political.

Mr, Vanniasingam received his early education at the Mahajana College. Telippallai, and the Jaffna
Hindu College. He later entered the Ceylon University College, as it then was called, and from there he
qualified as a Bachelor of Arts of the London University. Therealter, he joined the Ceylon Law College and
passed out as an Advocate.

All passed out advocate students have to attend the Chambers of an Advocate who has been ten years in
practice. It was my privilege that Mr, Vanniasingam elected to serve his six months’ period by reading in my
Chambers. From that time onwards, he and | kept in touch with each other. After 1946 our association
became closer as we joined hands in the political fieid. After six months’ reading in Chambers he was sworn
in as an Advocate and he began his practice in the courts in JafTna.

Like his father before him, Mr.Vanniasingam specialized on the civil side. His proficiency in the law in
that branch was noteworthy, and he soon acquired a considerable practice in the courts over there.

At the end of 1946, Mr. Vanniasingam and I started working in the Kankesanturai constituency for the
General Elections to Parliament which were expected to be held some time in 1947. At that time the most
popular Party in the Northern Proinvince was the Tamil Congress under the leadership of Mr. G G.
Ponnambalam, the present Member for Jaffna. In the course of that election campaign Mr, Thambiappah
who was theTamil Congress candiate for the Kopay Seat, met with sudden death due to heart failure. The

. General Elections were only two or three weeks away from that moment; a substitute had to be found to fill
the vacancy caused by Mr. Thambiappah's death, and Tamil Congress rightly thought that Mr. Vanniasingam
was the littest person to stand as a candidate for that seat. Once again | was able to persuade Mr. Vanniasingam
to accept the nomination, and he won that seat after a very short time of canvassing and with a considerable
majority. From that time till his death he was the Mémber for Kopay in this House, having won the 1947
election, the 1952 election and the 1956 election.

During 1948 there a rose big differences of policy amongst the then Members of this House belonging
to the Tamil Congress, Mr. Vanniasingam and 1, along wit the then Member for Trincomalee, broke away
from the Tamil Congress; and Mr. Vannisingam, along with others and myself founded th Ilankai Tamil
Arasu Kadchi in the year 1949,

Mr. Vanniasingam was not only a founder member of the Party but he was President of the Party for
three years in succession. As a member of the Party Mr. Vanniasingam never swerved from its policy. On the
other hand the policy of the Party became the political creed of Mr. Vanniasingam. Gifted with a fine memory,
he always had a grip on the facts of any problem which he faced. As a Parliamentarian he functioned

35



throughout this Parliament as the chief spokemm\ and debater of our Party, Whenever he spoke he did so
with conviction. As a civil lawyer and possessing a good memory, he was the chief adviser to our Party in
parliamentary procedure and other conmected matters.

He undertook work, both political and other, without considering the interest of his health. He was
capable of doing a tremendous amount of work, which he never refused but all of which went to undermine
his health, For a few years now he had been sulfering from high blood pressure.

He prepared our Party memorandum to the Delimitation Commission that functioned this year and he
acted as the chiel spokesman of the Party when it gave evidence before that Commission. At that time Mr.
Vanniasingam showed that he knew the facts and figures affecting the different parts of the Northern and
 Eastern Provinces very well, He had at his fingertips the names of villages in those two Provinces and he
reeled off population figures of different villages from memory.

I cannot but refer to some personal qualities of Mr. Vanniasingam which went to make him a great man
amongst us. First of all, he had no personal ambition or aspiration to any position in life. whatever aim or
ambition he had as for the people he scr\eed and for their cause. He never had any desire for office either
within his Party or outside. EASE I

Secondly, Mr. Vanniasingam was prepar ed to make great sacrifices, and in fact he made very big personal
sacrifices that caused damage to his family.

He gave up most of his professional work as an advocate when the Party required more time for work of
the satyagraha movement that it was preparing. He was even prepared to give up the balance of the work
that he had in the Courts. All this meant damage to the financial position of Mr. Vanniasingam himself and
to the financial position of his family,

He was a fearlessman. In 1956 he was in the forefront of the group of volunteers who performed
satyagraha on the Gall Face Green. He was wounded by stones that were thrown at him and he was bleeding
from a wound in his head. On that occasion he was attacked by persons who tore off his shirt and banian.

In 1958 he was one of the members of our Party who was detained under house arrest. During the period
of detention he had an attack of high blood pressure and he had to be treated in hospital. Tt was this same
complaint of blood pressure that was the cause of his early death. Soon after his release from house detention
he served two weeks in jail for having participated in the anti-Sri campaign that was carried on by his Party
in the Northern and Eastern Provinces. Fedr never deterred Mr.Vanniasingam from playing his part in
movements and campaigns organised by his Party in furtherance of its policy. The Party would miss Mr.
Vanniasingam’s cheerful presence in their future activities in the political field.

Mr. Vanniasingam was at his best on the platform when speaking to Tamil audiences. He had developed
a [ine art of replying to questions from members of the audience at those meetings. His masterly grasp of the
Tamil language and capacity to quote from its literature helped him to give crushing replies to hecklers
inspired by opponents.

Mr. Vanniasingam’s activities were not confined to the political arena only. He held very strong views in
favour of the removal of untouchability which is a social evil in our society. He put those views into practice.
In spite of the fact that he came from conservative circles, he was very progressive on social questions. As
far as the Tamil people were concerned. the fact that Mr. Vanniasingam was leading a movement to wipe off
untouchability was in itself an answer Lo the conservative dichards who wanted these old evils to be retained.

He was to the end loyal to causes and to friends. Our Party, as mentioned by me before, will find it
difficult to fill the gap created by the sudden death of Mr.Vanniasingam.

The last but not the least quality of Mr, Vanniasingam that T wish to refer to is the place he held in his
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own home. He was a kind and dutiful husband and father and, as he deserved he had a very happy home life.
I agree with the speakers who have spoken before that the loss to his family is more than the loss to those
outside his family. To his sorrowing wife and children we have no words of comfort. Theirs 1s an irreparable
loss. The least we can do in these circumstances is to send them the message the Hon. Prime Minister had
requested of you to send and which the Hon, Leader of the Opposition has supported. On behalf of my Party
I associate myself with that request.

Mr.C.Rajadurai (Batticaloa) :

Qe FLIMBILGT SiuTeaGer, SUIGY ambey, SWOGY apés: aan SOPSHETS QIMDES Gamiumiis
Gamones EaunsnT aus@MUSMSD SEuTsEpenLL  anaauit (G Hgsmub ssfellaauLBGale
ErCHEIEHE, SO CLEnZETILLTE Db HYSTLID LLTERTSSIOUD EWIDTE) 163D STTEUTSE0S APeHEiiL (B,
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