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MAN AND NATURE IN

H I N D u II I ' Prof. Dr. Mariasusai Dhavamony

_Oricmal religions in general and Hinduism in
particular are considered to be as a whole world- denying
religions which are little interested in the affairs of the
present life which is immersed in the world around and
in the society in which they are found. They are presented
as religions par excellence of renunciation and asceticism
in so far as its adherents are constantly reminded of the
need of escape from empirical and this worldly life and
aspirations. As a matter of fact Hinduism is analysed as
a religion of infinity and asceticism and Buddhism as a
religion of nothingness and of compassion.' Those who
have studied these religions from inside and have
watched them as practised in India and Sri Lanka and in
the Far East, and are sufficiently familiar with their sacred
writings will hesitate to make such sweeping statements
which are greatly exaggerated, although one or other
elements of these religions to a superficial observer could
lead him to assume such views. Hinduism is one of the
great religions with a variety of trends and structures, so
much so that one can not simply take one trend and
generalise it as characteristic of the whole. What we try
‘to do here is to study the various views put forth by its
adherents in confrontation with Nature and secular life
and to bring out its religious signification. What does a
Hindu as a religious man think of Nature and society
and of his relation to them? Obviously the characteristic
feature of the East is considered to be spiritual in the
sense of being religious through and through, and hence
its vision of the world and society is religious. This has
to be born in mind right throughout this paper.

I have spoken of the various structures of what we

call the Hindu religion and shall distinguish® them and
mark out the characteristic element of each of the

religious views of Nature and Society.

1. The structure of the sacrality of Nature and
Society (Popular Hinduism):

A striking feature of popular Hinduism?® is the
reverence of certain animals, plants and inanimate
objects* which form Nature as sacred®. Animals are
divine partly by birth, partly by the divine power they
possess, partly because they are associated with
divinities, and partly because of their being life-givers
of any community. Of all animals the cow is the most
sacred for various reasons. It symbolizes the all-yielding
earth; it is the chief source of nourishment and all
agricultural labour depends on the ox.

The beef taboo is also a refinement of the idea of
non-violence (ahimsa) which imposes a general
prohibition on the taking of animal life and has brought
out the sanctity of the life of cow® A typical ‘cow of
plenty’ (kamadhenu) is believed to yield all desired
objects. Serpents also are divine animals; they are
emblems of eternity and are often associated with Gods,
especially Siva. Monkeys, since they aided the incarnate
God Rama in his conquest of Ravana in Sri Lanka, are
also sacred animals which should be respected and
allowed to wander freely, unmolested.

Plant life again is considered to be sacred since they
are thought to be permeated by divinity. The 7ulasi plant
is sacred to the Vaishnavas since it symbolises the
Goddess associated with Vishnu, and sometimes prayers
are addressed to it. The marriage of the Tulasi with
Vishnu is celebrated in every family in the month of
Karttikai (November- December). The Vilva (bel) tree
with its triple leaf symbolizing the triple functions of

I. See G. van der Leeuw, Phenomenologic der Religion, Tubingen, 1933, Kap, 96 and 97.
2. Distinction of the various structures does not mean scparation; in fact they interpenetrate each other and one can, and often does, lead

to the other type of experience.

3. Ido not mean by popular Hinduism a superficial religion or imperfect and uncultured form of religion; it simply means Hinduism of the

masses, not only of the elite.

4. In Hinduism the sacred animals, plants and objects are innumerable and colourful: 1 have chosen only the most common and represen-
tative samples to illustrate the basic structure of this type of the experience of the sacred in Nature.

5. See Monier- Williams, Hinduism, 1965 (re-print), pp 165 ff.

6. See W. Norman Brown, “The sanctity of the Cow in Hinduism™, in: Bulletin of the Institute of Traditional Cultures, XXVIII (1957), pp.

29-41,




Siva is sacred to the Saivas.

Among the inanimate objects are to be counted
stones, places of pilgrimage and rivers. Sali-grama
represents Vishnu and white agates typify Siva and hence
they are venerated. A Hindu’s longing for a holy place
of pilgrimage (tirtha) is quite common, to which he
resorts once in life-time at least for a special blessing.
These places are believed to exhale sanctity, salvation
and beatitude for the benefit of Hindu believers. They
visit these places to accumulate religious merits, to atone
for sins or as part of the funeral rite of the dead (sraddha).

Water has had always a healing, and hence a super-
natural, power. No wonder that rivers are revered as
sources of fertility and purification. Every great river is
thought to be permeated with divine essence and its
waters held to cleanse from all moral guilt and
contamination. The rivers Ganges, Yamuna etc. are
sacred and their waters carried in small bottles to different
parts of India. Mountains are sacred as resorts of the
gods and holy men.

To the religious consciousness of the Hindus such
.veneration of Nature does not in any way imply nature
worship or natural religion or naturism since it is the
supernature or the sacred or the transcendent that the
religious man apprehends through the natural aspects of
the world. This is so not only because a certain sacred
character is communicated to things of Nature either
through consecration or association with the Gods by
their divine presence but because Nature is not a chaos
but a cosmos thanks to creation by the creator God
Brahma ; it is the handiwork of the Gods’. So also the
division of the Hindu Society into four castes, brahmans,
warriors, peasants and servants and their reciprocal duties
and rights, all sanctioned, at least until the reform
movements within Hindu Society, by religious motives
deriving from the creation of man by the Gods.

2. The structure of religious morality:

The Epic Lord of Creation appears as an ethical
instructor and speaks as follows : “Truth, self-control,
patience, and wisdom are practised by the wise. Aryans
declare patience, truth, uprightness, and non-injury to
‘be the paramount virtues. When insulted, I do not reply;
when beaten, I am patient (or, forgive); ... when struck, I
strike not in return, nor even wish the striker ill.... The
gods delight in the virtuous and in the wise.... Everyman
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becomes what he wishes to be and like those with whom
he wishes to associate. The secret doctrine of the Vedas
is Truth, but to attain the Truth one must first attain self-
restraint (all the moral virtues are implicit in self-
restraint), which is the door to immortality.®” Again
morality is linked with happiness and attainment of truth:
“Happiness (is aquired only by attainment of) truth and
by moral behaviour.)” (satyena silena sukham)®. The fully
moral man becomes enlightened and perceives the truth
in the right perspective and becomes thus truly religious.
Since God is all- pure, moral purity is essential to become
one with God. Besides, if righteousness is a form of God,
then all relationship to him must be moral and thus
religion becomes moral and moral becomes religious.

The Hindu view of life is more clearly expressed
by the formula artha-kama, dharma- moksha; namely,
the four ends of human life. 4rtha means wealth, kama
means desire, dharma means righteousness, and moksha
means liberation of the spirit from what binds one to
rebirth. This formula embraces both the eternal and the
temporal, the supernatural and the natural, the other-
worldly and this-worldly, divine and human. The first
three are related to man’s empirical life while the fourth
refers to.his spiritual life. A truly integrated personality
and complete life is possible only if the four ends of
human life are correlated properly in accordance with
the grades of value by regulating one’s material welfare
and natural desires by the principles of righteousness
and by subordinating all these three to the ultimate goal
of liberation. The Hindu precept and practice in relation
to the organization of man’s individual life and his social
existence is clearly grasped in the light of these four ends
of man. The great Epic reminds us that these motives
should be so guided that they may lead to the ultimate
realisation of the inner spirituality which is the ultimate
aim of life."”

The Vedic Indians believed that they had to
reproduce the cosmic order of things and events in their
acts and thought-forms in order to ensure the ordered
functioning of the cosmos and of religious ceremonial,
for human order, ethics and social behaviour depended
on the cosmic order. It is within this religious quest of
seeking the correlation between the system of sacrifice
and the outer world that the ancient seers attempted to
penetrate the mystery of the ultimate origin of cosmos
and man. Dharma is the cosmic order which is behind

7. See M. Dhavamony, Phenomenology of Religion, Rome, 1973, pp. 88 [T.]

8. The Mahabharata 12.300, Iff, 13, 20, 32f.
9 Ibid 12.292.23.
10. Ibid 1.87.4; 12.123; 161.5-9.
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everything and forms the essence of all. It is cosmic order
as well as the social order. Hindu writer expresses the
relationship between man and the world that is
characteristic of Hinduism as follows :

“The physical (profane) basis of life referred to
by artha (temporal good and kama (desires) is to be
sublimated in accordance with the principles of
dharma. And dharma or social righteousness includes
two aspects: asrama or the duties flowing from the
stage of life, youth, manhood or old age; and varna
or the duties flowing from one’s position in society
as determined by karma (action) and guna (character).
Dharma is the principle of synthesis linking the
individual and society, time and eternity, for it is the
bridge that leads to moksha or absolute freedom of
self-realization. The principle of dharma envisages
the whole process of the education of the spirit from
the ‘minimum’ morality of bodily control to the
realization of the at-man or sarvatmabhava (all-self-
ness), mediated in the central phase by social
contribution."

The global attitude of non-violence to all living
creatures is a characteristic virtue of a Hindu. This
doctrine of non-violence appears to have had its origin
from the philosophical doctrine of the Atman which is
immanent in every individual living being, especially
from the time of the Upanishads'? A person should not
commit violence mentally’, vocally or by action and
should not eat meat. Not only the physical aspect of
violence as reflected in the killing of animals should be
avoided, but also the more subtle aspects such as the
determination to take revenge, or anger or verbal violence
like unkind speech are to be avoided in the practice of
non-violence!’. More positively, forbearance, kind speech
and quiet temperament along with compassion are
enjoined as essential points of the practice on non-
violence. Not only this. The Hindu is asked to do
activities that are beneficial to other creatures and to have

.a friendly disposition to everybody. This practice of non-

violence precisely defines a new relationship to his
surroundings. As a result of this behaviour, living beings
would respond to him in the same manner of friendliness
and compassion. The Hindus themselves admit that it is
impossible to follow this ideal to perfection. Sometimes,
somewhere, someone is bound to hurt somebody or to
kill animals, especially small animals unseen and
unknowingly. Non- violence has been accepted as a great
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ideal by people but there is nobody on earth who does
not kill in someway any creature. The only difference or
aim of such a practice as far as possible is that those
who make conscious attempts commit less violence than
others and contribute thus happiness of living beings."
It is also said that there are limits to its practice as in the
case of maintaining one’s self by hurting other creatures
in the least possible way or when one is called upon to
do one’s own duty as a warrior to punish evil or kill
enemies. As food, instead of meat they recommend
vegetables, grains or curds, milk and ghee. The trend is
to reduce the taking of life of animals as much as
possible.'?

3. The structure of divine presence and activity
The Isa Upanishad states (verse 1) :

“This whole universe must be pervaded by the Lord,-
Whatever moves in this moving (world).
Abandon it, and then enjoy :

Covet not the goods of anyone at all.”

Gandhi considered this verse as constituting the
essence of Hinduism and gave his own rendering of it
thus: “All this that we see in this great universe is
permeated by God. Renounce it and enjoy it. Do not covet
anybody’s wealth or possession.'® “God is the Lord who
pervades the whole universe- and all of it is his. Therefore
you must renounce the world because it is not vours and
then enjoy and work in it because it is his and he wishes
you to co-operate with him in the destruction of the evil.”
Rabindranath Tagore understands above cited verse
differently and we can say that they contain the very
stuff of his writings, whether verse or prose. His vision
was grounded in the infinite but embraced and sanctified
all finite things. This vision he inherited his father
Debendranath who rendered the Isa Upanishad verses
thus:

“All this, whatever moves on earth, is pervaded by

the Lord. Renounce it first, and then enjoy. Covet

not the goods of any man at all... Into blind darkness
enter they who reverence the non-compounded; into

a darkness greater yet enter they who rejoice in the

compoundded.™"

That is to say, immersion in the infinite does not
exclude the finite; finite and the infinite are never
separate but indissolubly interconnected. There is no
conflict between moksha (liberation) and the state of
bondage; between the ‘uncompounded’ and the

11. M. A, Venkata Rao, in : dryvan Path, Vol. IV, p. 789,

12. See P. V. Kane, History of Dharma-sastras. Vol. II, ch. L.
13. The Mahabharara 13, 114, 4-9,

14. Tbid. 3.199.194T.

15. Ibid. 12.245.9. _
16. As cited by R. C. Zachner, Hinduism Oxford, 1962, p. 238.
17. As cited by R. C. Zachner, Hinduism op. cit. p. 248.
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‘compounded’, between dharma as moral Duty and
moksha which is reflected in the finite World Love and
joy is the link between the infinite, and the infinite and
link supposes duality and reciprocity. This is Tagore’s
understanding of Hinduism.

More orthodox Hindus will hold that God pervades
all things as their antaryamin, their inner ruler, controller,
director, guide. He ordains the course of events and
determines the conditions of men from birth to birth in
accordance with the law of action. He is everywhere
present, all-knowing and almighty. Presiding over all
human destines he bestows rewards and metes out
punishments. One has to renounce evil and all that makes
one tend to evil and enjoy the good and all that is
conductive to it in accordance with the law of righteous-
ness (dharma). To do one’s duty either with respect to
oneself or to one’s fellow-men itself is an offering to the
supreme God if done in the spirit of love and joy of him.

How to reconcile both renunciation of the world and
at the same time involvement in the world within the
Hindu scheme of thinking and acting? Before or during
the period of the composition of the Bhagavad-gita there
were two trends of spirituality, one proposing total
passivity since every action implicates one into the
misery of re-birth and thus advocating a complete
renunciation of the world and of its allurements ; the
other holding that one should not renounce the world to
live the life of a hermit, nor seek to refrain from actions.
Against these two extreme positions the Bhagavad gita
teaches that activity being a law of nature and a law of
God himself,, liberation is to be sought not by renouncing
activity-which is impossible- but by renouncing all self-
interest, passion, desire in the accomplishment of one’s
God-appointed duties; especially duties of one’s state of
‘life’’® and one’s religious-sacrificial obligations'®. True
renunciation does not consist in inactivity but in
disinterested activity, abandoning the attachment to the
fruit of action®. It is self-interested desire and not activity
itself that binds man to the cycle of rebirth*', This
detachment in activity finds its full meaning in single-
minded attachment to God?? ‘.

“Do works for me, make me your highest goal,

Be loyal to me in ‘love,

Cast off all other detachments,

Devoid of hatred for any being :
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For all those who practise this come to me™??

says Krishna, the avatar of Vishnu, to his beloved
disciple Arjuna in the Bbagavad-gita. Men are exhorted
to do their duty because God himself constantly works
to sustain the word in being. Just as when God operates
he is never committed to or affected by the process, so
also must every man remain unattached to the goal of
his activity, even though it be a good one.

4. The structure of mystical vision :

In the mystical experience the self feels itself merged
in the undying life of all things. In this experience
between the self and the non-self, the experiencing
subject and the objective world, seems to vanish, and all
is seen as one and one as all. It is the experience of abso-
lute oneness of all beings or of the innermost spiritual
essence of the self in its deepest being. When the absolute
oneness of the spiritual self is experienced it can become
a monist type of experience as is the case in the Hindu
non-dualist trend of spirituality, Or the innermost spiritual
self is experienced as dependent on God in its radical
being, but nonetheless intimately united with him in love
(bhakti), as is the case in the theist trend in Hinduism.

The following text accurately describes the doctrine
that the universe is the self and the self is the universe
(Brahman-Atman) :

“This whole universe is Brahman. Let a man in all
tranquillity reverse it as tajjalan- (as that from which
all things are born, into which they dissolve and in which
they breathe and move).

Now man is possessed of an active will. As is his
will in this world, so does he, on departing hence,
become. Let a man exercise his will. He who consists of
mind, whose body is the breath of life, whose form is
light, whose idea is the real, whose self is space, through
whom are all works, all desires, all smells, all tastes,
who encompasses all this universe, who does not speak
and has no care, he is my self within the heart, smaller
than a grain of rice... greater than... all these worlds....
When I depart from hence I shall merge into it.”*

For the theist mystical vision of the universe, the
passage of the Bhagavad-gita is the best example - “Who
standing firm on unity communes in love with me
(Krishna) as abiding in all beings, in what- ever state he
be, that disciplined man abides in me.”’

18. 3; 18.41 ft.

19. 3:2.421F; 16.15-17
20. 6.1; 18.2; 18.5-6.
21. 3.51; 4.19-23.

22. 3.30;9.27.

23. 11.55. %

24. Chandogya Upanishad 6.14.
25. 6.31.
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FmansFss Ay
Qeuemtum

Gprebensy QGOLDSES GULD HaeMpsa

SiovplS HTEHSD HEHWBSH - sTebaneL

w@GeuT QEROETISESLD aurHeyT sThGsTer

Smeur Fabasignid Geir.

Flaurrannb
SIVAPURANAM
SHHUCILIHHSHIMBUTD DHiHeTLS
The Sacred Utterance at Thirupperunthurai
FmFFHDOLOLIGOLD
Thiruchchittampalam

BEFUTW 6uUTPS! BTHEISTET 6umps!

Hail, NAMASIVAYA! Hail, feet of the Lord!

@ eowUUT(WPEID 6TETOREF0 BRSTSTET STeTeuTps!

Hail, feet of Him, who not for an instant quits my Heart

Garall WL @iz sreteurps!

Hail,feet of Guru-pearl that rules in Gogali

S5 e memewillursT sreTaurps!

Hail, Feet of Him who becomes, abides, draws near, as the Agamas

g&e CHEHETT Gemmey TgeUTLDS

Hail, feet of Him the One, the Not - one, and the King

Cousm QahssTewL Caubgerrg - Ceusds

Victory to the feet of the King, who soothed my soul’s unrest and made me His
Uptumis@w Uehersarne QUUISsOSsT Ceusds

Victory to the Jewelled feet of Pingnagan, who serves continuity of birth
UDSSMT&EGE CaBurainssl L misPe0&T Gausds

Victory to the flower-feet of Him who is far from those without

sIm@edleur (Hewwdl(pm CareasPe0s6T CeusHs

Victory to the anklets of the King, rejoicing - Mid those that fold adoring hands
fyrigelleur CrrmiGeals@eh FCrmeT Hped Geueds

Victory to the anklets of the glorious one, who uplifts those that bow the head
re ergBurpr eheng wigGuTHN

Praise to the feet of Easan, praise to my father’s feet

Gze ergGumhml FeuetGes sugBUTH

Praise to the feet of the teacher, Praise to Sivan's roseate feet
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GrwsBs Meatn Hiosv smgBumh

Praise to the feet of the stainless, who 1n love stood near
wrw Kpuumise, wetest ergGuTmH]

Praise to the feet of the King, who cuts off delusive birth
gy QuUBBSIODED e emgGUTH

Praise to the feet of glorious Perun-thurai’s God

QITH @ETUD JiHED emsuBGUTHI

Praise to the Mount in grace affording pleasures that cloy not
HeuemouQentest HhenHuwlen Bletinm S eomTed

Because He, Sivan, within my thought abides
SIEUET(HETTEEY DI6USTDT6N EUETRIEIEF

By His grace alone,bowing before His feet

fbemg WEPE Feulgr 6wiHS 60160681

With joyous thought, Sivan's “Ways of Old” I'll tell
WPheng NDET(PIPHID @W 6T LILIETTLIT 6T

That thus my former “deeds” may holly pass
&GRS 6T T HEVH(HENETSH HWISHTL ubOSUIZ

I came, attained the grace the “Brow-eyed” showed
siemieIsn QaLLT enfleont spedlenmehel

Adored the beauteous feet by thought unreached
eflesissflenppbal Wwesienllenphgl Wasmu eflenmi@srsiiwm
O Thou, Who fill’st the heaven, Who fill’st the earth art, manifested light
erswienlinh Qgevemen @eorsTGe FlesT@QU(HEh &
Transcending thought , Thou boundless One, Thy glory great
Qumrebsor eflemen@uiet Lispr QmmeimBl@uissT

I,man of evil “deeds” know not the way to praise!
Leveomrdll (L mil Lpsumdl wyom sl

Grass was I,Shrub was I, worm, tree

usveli(me WLIEL UDeHeUWTWIL UTDUTES

Full many a kind of beast,bird snake

seveurll weflgyril GUWTUIS &6uoTmis el

Stone,man, and demon, Midst Thy hosts I served

suseu&y grdl (pefleugmilg Ggeugmiié

The form of mighty Asuras, ascetics, gods, bore:
Q&e0eoT Y| HEDES STeuy FRSLLSGI6T

Within these immobile and mobile forms of life

stevsorly WpLiLw UipkdlenengCs Qemb@ubLom et

In every species born, weary I've grown, great Lord!
QoUW QuUTETaTgEsT Sauyan eIGDEDes

Truly, seeing Thy golden feet this day, I've gained release
2 _IWGeueT geenSGisht @MET] TWElesTD

O Truth, as the Omkaram dwelling in my Soul

Quuiwur efiweor efleoLlLrsT Cougmise

That I may ‘scape, O spotless One! O Master of the bull!
gownr QeueiBarmiis SyPhssaD HsweniwGs

Lord of the Vedas, Rising, Sinking, Spreading, subtle One!
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Geuwmi gewiwmd @uires sombesiiweor

Thou art the heat, and thou art the cold, the Master Thou, O spotless One!
Qumiwr Wler@susbsomd BUTWEEY subS w6

Thou cam’st in grace, that all things false might flee!
Quuighesren wrd Wellrdle GuuiEsL Gy

True Wisdom, gleaming bright in splendour true,

sighepren WledeunBs et @eTul GumTGsot

To me, Void of all wisdom, blissful Lord!

SIEHEHTEH HeTImen HHeL6NEGHWD HeLEVMIBe

O Wisdom fair, causing unwisdom’s self to flee far off!

255D Jenalmgl @606omL IO S S0 G

Thou know'st no increase, measure, end, All worlds
QUSGUTW STUUTL HUALUTW DYHST &(Heuul

Thou dost create, protect,destroy, enrich with grace

BuTsGeur Quetiemenl L@eluumis HeiQgmapbiies

Release Thou causest me to enter 'mid Thy servant band
prhpSHle Crilwmri Gewru memfwr@ss

More subtle Thou than fragrance, Thou ‘rt afar, art near

wrHD wemsPw Hen wenpBuTGe

Thou art the Mystic word transcending speech and thought
BOHSUTEL Saieneor® QEpuIsSHSTH GuUTsus

As when are mingled, sweet juice of cane and ghee

Appsuurt Abgearust Caens Hem

Thou dost distill. like honey, in the thought of glorious devotees
Upks UDUUmIS@GLD eTmissT Qu(mHLOTsE

And cuttest off the continuity of births our mighty one
Flipmis@enm ghgmLWIL eleiGaunisst g55

Thou art of colours five while heavenly one extolled

DB BHSTU sb@L(BLTET sushellensBues &eTene

Thou didst lie hid, our mighty Lord! In the strong grasp of deeds
OB APYW WTW B)(HensT

I lay, hidden amid illusion’s shrouding gloom

SpbUTeud 6TEID HHRSWIDOTDH &Ligl

Thou binding with rare cords of virtue and of sin

UpBGsTed BUITEABREGL LWIWEES aplg

Didst clothe with outer skin, enveloping with worms and filth
wevEh Bemmd @eaiug aurullh & Lgsmeo

Within my nine-gated dwelling foul bewildered

DEVRIGL LIEUEHETHGID 6uEhFemarenws Qaww

By the five senses sore deceived

alleomi® WweTSHTed sfllosor 2 618586

That I, with mind erewhile embruted-pure one

&60bS LTSS sFHBFIET 2 (HEFW

Should, become commingling love, in soul subduing rapture melt
BeohETest @eonrs FANCWDH @ meod)

To me, mean as I was, with nothing good, Thou didst grant grace
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Bleobsert Ged eubFmHef BenspsvssT STl

Thou cam’st in grace on this same earth, didst show Thy mighty feet
wrulh sepLwrls Fbs DewhEs

To me who lay mere salve, meaner than any dog:

grulp fopnbs swreurer & gieGer

Essential grace more precious than a mother’ love

orepy Gerdl weoihs oL Gy

Spotless splendour! Brightness of full-blown flower

Gz el Bzemi 8z FHeuyGer

O Teacher! Honied! ambrosia Lord of Siva-Town

urgwrd uppmSsl urflée opflwGs

O venerated One, Guardian, Loo’sner of Pasam’s tie

Cres SmHeT LUfibg OmbEh&led sughsmbsLL

Working in grace of love, that in mind delusion may die out
Guprgy PeTp Gu(BRSHeswL GUITED

Great river of exceeding tenderness, with ceaseless flow!
21T (W8P yemellevrly GuUbLTGeut

Ambrosia that satiates not! Infinite, almighty Lord!

QUITSNT 2 6ensg @eMé@wL gefurGe

Light unseen that lurks within the souls that sought Thee not!
Byrd 2 mesHowe symulyrl HlesiprGet

Thou who abidest in my soul: till melting waters flow
Gspd GleTL(p @sbeorGer 2 _sienTGeu

Thou who art without pleasure or pain, Who yet hast both!
SIFTLHSE SISTLIGET WITEHEIWJLDT WIELEHEVULDMLU

Loving to loving ones! Effulgent One, who all things art
GerdwBer gisialB8m Caraiprl GuUmHenwGest

And their negation too! Great master whom no darkness gather round
S ALBT DESW HEHUTE Hie0e0mB6u

First one, Thou’rt End and Mid’le,and yet devoid of these!
FrE0G 6T L CaTeRi abeng GLbLTGs

Father, lord, who drew’st and mad’st me Thine!
FaTHSQOUIEH EHTOTSSTE0 QBTERIRETITEUTT SRS S6
Eye of the minds that see by keenest glance of wisdom true
Crrésflu CrI&EGs HIENSESTIW Bl6u )T

Hard to be eyed! Subtle understanding, none can scrutinize!
GUTEGD aupeyd Lswrieyulleoms LjsuitewilGest

Holly! who comest not; nor goest, not mingling liv’st!
&n&EW 61 sreueuBen smewufiu GUATTETGU

Guardian who guardest us! Great light Whom none can see!
Sbileiu QeustenG HiHST WISSHMUI Bletin

Flood of delight! Father! Light of all passing splendours
Gamhmé &LQFmEfwmilg QEmsdeors [hieusemiewmTTeml

That appear! Unutterably subtle intellect!
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Of all that in this world diverse pronounced as truth
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GammBsr1 BzHms GseaMGsa a6 Hbgememue

Is known, Thou art the knowledge sure! Full certitude

eappre 2 _ewiewnt WS 2 soLwrGe

Precious ambrosia, fountain welling up within! My Owner Thou!
Goupm ellamy el &@Libliar 2 L &y

I can’t endure, our Sire, in this changing straightened frame to ’bide
2HCo@ed pwr HyGeaGuwr GeusTODSIIm

Aran, all Thy saints made true invoke Thee

Gurpill YsPhHHHE QUTUGSLE GuunumeTi

Worshipping abide, and praising thee, from falsehood freed
BlumiE subg slsmemulpell sryrGw

Hither return no more! That deeds and birth cling not

S6T6TL L0&GILemUE SLLINGS sushsorGeu

To sever bonds of this deceitful sensuous frame that might is Thine
mpenef(mefled pLLWb LWleDTEWL BHTEGs

Lord who dost dance, trampling dense darkness down!
glovemevuil s 58 Qgsitumewig BrLL rGen

Dancer in Thillai, dweller in the southern Pandi Land!

Ssosud Lmell ypiiiLnGen @Qsuaim)

Thou who dost cut off evil birth!

Qeredsvn sflwreneng Qamsdells Hmouns Hps

Whom words declare not; then “NEATH THY SACRED FEET”
Qemsbedlw uTLigest QUIT(KEHETHS G&FTe0gIaUTT

Adoring ever, they-name

Q&eveur FeusPlest 2 eenmii Heussiigs SipL

In Sivan’s town who dwell-beneath the feet of Sivan

ueOBeor(pLd gHHL LewibE.

Full many a one, lowly bending utter praise
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C)Zs possible to take two different kinds of attitude
towards the fact of the existence of a variety of religious
traditions in this world. One is that as there can be only
-one Religious Reality there ought to be only one religious
faith believed by people the world over. This is because
the Truth about this One Reality cannot but be one truth,
a set of consistent propositions; this truth cannot be
distributed among a lot of propositions which differ and
even oppose one another as doctrines belonging to
different religions do. Those who believe this, find this
One Truth (the Absolute Truth, being about the Absolute
Reality) in the belief system of their own religion, the
absoluteness of this truth being guaranteed by its being
revealed by God himself. Two kinds of belief follow
from this position, (1) only what is “The Truth” should
exist, false things have no claim to existence and they
should not be tolerated. (2) If people persist in believing
in things false it is their affair and a rational attitude
requires a liberal approach-toleration of other people’s
choice, however deplorable that may be.

The other attitude is that there is no religious
doctrine which contains The Truth about Religious
Reality. There is no doubt of only one Religious Reality
.but this Reality is not such as can be contained in one
proposition or a set of consistent propositions. Human
language is so devised as to be able to cope with finite
and limited characteristics and it does this by making
sure that each concept includes some characteristics but
excludes their opposites. If the Reality we are concerned
with is all-embracing, language can begin to grasp its
fullness only through paradoxes which give opposite
attributes to the same thing, not through a consistent set
of propositions. What we actually say about this Reality
in a religious doctrine then contains only an aspect of
this Reality and not the whole truth, and different
doctrines can emphasize different aspects of the same
Reality. These diverse doctrines may thus all be
acceptable none as the Truth but all as aspects of the
truth in the same way as differing statements made about
one man by his wife, children, friend, enemy and so on
are all acceptable as being about him and equally
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applicable. There is only one statement about this Reality
which can be taken as ‘The Truth’; it is the statement
that Religious Reality is Infinite and Absolute. But this
is accepted by all and religious traditions are diverse
because they say much more than this when they relate
this Absolute and Infinite Reality to the world of man’s
experience and his values. If all religious traditions are
seen as making contact with Religious Reality but from
different perspectives they can not only co-exist and be
tolerated by one another they can be accepted as valid,
equally with one’s own tradition, notwithstanding the
fact that one prefers to follow one’s own, in one’s
religious life.

So religious pluralism may mean two things. (1) Co-
existence of different traditions each tolerating the others’
presence but without accepting that there is any truth in
them. (2) Co-existence with acceptance that each has its
own truth about the same Reality. It is specifically this
second kind of pluralism that we find in the Hindu
Religious Tradition.

There are as we know a number of religions in the
world practised by different groups of human beings and
these religions are both similar to and different from one
another. Amongst the major religions we can find one
kind of distinct division- between the three semitic
religions on the one hand and Buddhism on the other.
Judaism, Christianity and Islam all conceive of Religious
Reality as God; that is, a Person, and God creates the
world out of nothing through the sheer power of his will
to realize a purpose. The purpose is to grant man as an
individual being, but living in the society of others,
everlasting happiness in heaven which happens after
death. So the object of man’s religious search is
immortality and union with God. But there is also a
proximate objective as well and this concerns life here
on earth. The object of religious pursuit is also to build
an identifiable community of human beings, well-knit
through faith in a dogma (or a specific set of beliefs)
and through the following of certain moral rules and
principles like charity, justice and love.

Buddhism does not think of Ultimate Reality as a
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Person, the creator God, whose will is directing man’s
.affairs on earth. In its Theravada variety the Ultimate is
simply a transcendent state where all suffering has
ceased, this state being called Nirvana and man achieves
this by his own effort ; nevertheless there is nothing in-
dividual about this state. Theravada thus bypasses the
question of where it all comes from which is given some
recognition in Mahayana. In the Mahayana variety Ulti-
mate Reality is conceived as ernptiness-as the state of
nirvana is in Thervada-but out of this emptiness the world
of becoming happens.

The object of man’s religious search, here as in
Theravada, is not an everlasting, happy life as an
individual in heaven but a state of realization (prajna)
here and now in which the individuality of man is
overcome and enlightenment about Reality both as
emptiness and fullness, is reached. The specifically
Buddhist conception of religious practice does not
concern itself with the securing of this worldly goals.
No doubt it places great emphasis on morality, especially
compassion, as a way of achieving transcendence but
this-world oriented goals of life which are non-moral
‘are not specifically included in religious pursuit.
Buddhism as an imported religion has however allowed
the practice of previously existing religious forms that
are devoted to these ends, like worship of Taoist deities
in China, Shintoism in Japan, spirit worship in Burma
and Sri Lanka and so on through which these other
religious objectives are pursued in a Buddhist society.

What is called Hinduism is more a common platform
for a number of different ideas about Ultimate Reality
and for a number of different objectives that men pursue
in their religious life and this religion may be said to
constitute a middle position between the monotheism of
the semitic traditions and non-theistic Buddhism. We find
the conception of Ultimate Reality as pure, undifferen-
tiated spiritual energy (Brahman) out of the functioning
of which the manifold of creation happens as this energy
manifests itself at different levels through different name,
shape and work. But there is also the conception of God
as a Person alongside this non-theistic conception of
Reality. However, between the conception of God in
,purely monotheistic religions and the conception of God,
in the singular, in Hinduism there are fundamental
differences. God as the Supreme Being can be conceived
as one or other of the three divinities Krishna, Siva and
Kali (Mother Goddess) and these divinities do not show
exactly the same face of God. Also God here as in the
conception of Brahman becomes this world which
manifests a part of his being and it is not something
separate from him. The wor!d is created not to serve a
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specific purpose but for sheer display or manifestation
of all possibilities of finite being that are inherent in
divine energy. Furthermore, this idea of One God did
not make this tradition abandon the idea of gods as is
done in monotheism. The Gods conceived as guardians
of natural phenomena and human values such as sun and
the rain, or health, wealth, birth, beauty, learning, success
and the like are not here thought to be a challenge to the
power that is God’s, for they are nothing but manifesta-
tions of the same power at a level which is higher than
that of humanity but lower than the Ultimate. The practice
of religious life has two kinds of objectives, this-worldly
and the transcendent. Adoration of gods has to do with
man’s enjoyment of this worldly values of life which
they symbolize and as this is not outside the province of
the play of divine energy polythestic worshipping is not
looked upon as superstition. Transcendent goals are of
several different kinds. There is the conception of going
to heaven and enjoying unlimited pleasures that obtain
there; but this is still not the ultimate end of religious
search. That end, as in Buddhism, is the realization here
and now of a transcendent state. This may mean identity
with Brahman or God whereby man loses his particularity
and becomes one with ultimate Reality itself or it may
mean simply the realization of man’s own nature as trans-
cendent spirit (as in Samkhya-Yoga). The Hindu religious
tradition thus harbours a good deal of variety within itself
and it cannot be understood simply as one thing or the
other - polytheistic, monotheistic or non-theistic.

Monotheistic religions believe in one truth that is
absolute and the two monotheistic religions, Christianity
and Islam are proseletyzing religions the ultimate object
being to convert all mankind to one faith, the true one.
Religious pluralism in the sense of acceptance of all
religions as valid is inconsistent with the practice of
proseletyzation and conversion. Judaism too. as a
monotheistic religion, believes that it is only through
this faith that God has revealed himself to mankind but
because of its belief that the Jewish peoples as a particular
ethnic group have been chosen by God for revelation it
is not usual for this faith to proseletyze. Now despite
this monotheistic belief about the one true faith it is
becoming increasingly acceptable to people in
monotheistic traditions that all faiths should be tolerated.
so religious pluralism in the sense of tolerance and co-
existence can be found everywhere these days although
pluralism in the sense of acceptance of the validity of
others is difficult consistently with the idea of exclusive
revelation and absolute truth such as all monotheistic
religions claim.
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As for Buddhism there can be found within it the
concept of mithyadrisii, false opinion, and to the orthodox
Buddhist belief in God will be one such false opinion, it
being something on which the Buddha's teaching is not
based. Buddhism too is a missionary religion that believes
in conversion, nevertheless its disapproval of other
religious traditions is not backed by the kind of zeal that
monotheism used to display and it did not find it difficult
to co-exist with indigenous religious traditions of cultures
which adopted it.

The idea of proseletyzation or conversion does not
.exist in Hinduism although a particular section of
Hinduism called the Arya Samaj instituted a purification
procedure in the 19th Century whereby Hindus who have
been converted to Islam and Christianity could be taken
back to the Hindu fold. No doubt an increasing number
of Hindu Gurus go abroad these days. The object
however, is to preach spirituality and not converting
people to Hinduism, the spirituality that is preached being
capable of being practised by anyone since it is
independent of belief in Hindu Gods (or the Hindu
concept of God).

As there are within the Hindu tradition a number of
ways in which man can think of Ultimate Reality and a
number of ways in which he can practice religious life
this tradition did not develop the idea of ‘the one true
faith.” Naturally it has no difficulty in accepting the co-
existence of a number of religious traditions other than
its own all of which it can take as valid but none as the
true one. This does not mean that it does not have its
own preferences and even particular biases within the
Ltradition that give some forms greater value than others.
No doubt there are people within the Hindu tradition
who believe that the thought of the Ultimate as
undifferentiated oneness represents the highest
understanding of Reality. But it is by no means the case
that every Hindu believes this. Furthermore this
understanding can accommodate all other understanding,
including the idea of God, as dealing with the Ultimate
at the level of manifestation and so it does not have to
label these others ways as false; only, they are taken to
represent a lower degree of the truth. Others take mani-
festation as part of the Ultimate and so they do not accept
that the truths that belong to this level are any less valid.

In any case everybody holds that there is no
contradiction in believing in the One and believing in
the many and the statement that which is One is also the
many is found in the most ancient of Hindu scriptures,
the Rig Veda. Throughout this book ideas occur to the
effect that which is One the sages call by many names,
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or that the poets shape the same Reality in many ways.
There is then no problem about the One and the many
belonging together.

Previous to the rise of monotheism-and mono-
theism insists that religious Reality is One God, and the
many, the gods are false-the religion practised
everywhere, including Europe and the Middle East, was
polytheistic-polytheism being a faith that does not deny
the One but prefers to worship the many as being of more
immediate concern to, man in his day-to-day living.
Those who needed to see this Reality as One practised
what are called ‘mystery religions’ that existed within
the polytheistic cultures. The attitude of polytheism is
not only that different religious traditions can exist
together but also that traditions can freely borrow from
one another. Hinduism despite the importance that the
idea of God (in the singular) has in this tradition a strong
polytheistic component-the only major religion to have
this-but there are other reasons why this culture could
retain its tradition of pluralism. The Hindu tradition is
decentralized, because as a tradition it grew as a part of
an ongoing culture (all polytheism is of this nature) and
was not founded by a particular person (or group of
persons) at a particular time in history. A religion is
founded only when a specific insight developed by one
person, or a specific revelation received by him is seen
as true in contrast to prevailing attitudes and beliefs
which are found to be not true.

The Hindu tradition developed piecemeal,
differently at different places, in a culture that was spread
over a wide area and all insights found in it were accepted
as part of the tradition since there was no institution-
such as founded religions have-like a church, an
organized clergy or even an association, run by strict
rules, of monks the acknowledged leaders of the religious
community, which had the job of monitoring belief. It
does not have a holy book (or even a prescribed set of
them) that contains a particular dogma or doctrine that
Hindus are required to believe in. Religious authority is
vested in the Vedas, but there is nothing that the Vedas
do not talk about and that too in an unsystematic manner
and they were not meant to be general reading. There is
no institution of preaching or teaching in Hinduism and
people just pick up beliefs and practices as they go along
participating in the ways of the culture with its
innumerable religious celebrations. A tradition like this
cannot but be pluralistic and being seen as very much a
part of the culture of the society-and every society has
its own religious culture-the question of exporting it did
not arise. Of course every religion as an institution is




.very much a part of a culture and adopting a religion
means not just adopting a belief system it means adopting
a great deal of the cultural pattern of the tradition where
this belief system originated. However when a religion
arises as revelation from God then the cultural elements
with which beliefs are intertwined become a part of
revelation too and they are seen to be as much for export
as belief itself.

Hindu pluralism is also related to the fact that what
is called the Hindu tradition is not even the sole outcome
of one cultural pattern. It is an amalgam of three originally
distinct cultures, the Dravidian culture (called the Indus
Valley Civilization), the Vedic culture of the so-called
Aryans and the aboriginal tribal culture of India. The
immense variety that this amalgam showed could be held
together, as they are within Hinduism, because it had
the benefit of the philosophy preached by the Vedas-that
which is One has many faces, and the sages call it by
many names. The variety also brought the insight that
different peoples have different objectives in engaging
.in religious activity and they are all acceptable as part of
the tradition. Some want a good life here and their
polytheistic worship of gods relates to this goal; but there
is no reason why this must be considered wrong as life
here is not outside Reality and what goes on here is not
falsification bat affirmation of this Reality, Some wish
for transcendence, what goes on here being not enough
for fulfilment and this too is equally acceptable to society.
The ditterences of these objectives are understood via
the idea of differences of competence. There is nothing
in which all are equally competent and each finds his/
her own level of competence and pitches the objective
accordingly, good life here and its enjoyment as divine
gift, life in heaven, identity with the nondual reality and
even union with God. Differences of competence
however are not arbitrary, they happen as a result of
actions done in a previous existence and are therefore to
be looked upon as natural. The ultimate goal of this
tradition is no doubt moksa, a transcendent goal, but its
acceptance happens as a result of a great deal of
preparation such as has to be undertaken over several

‘lives and religious practices even of the polytheistic kind
contribute to this preparation.

The philosophical idea that that which is One the
sages call by many names or that they shape it in many
ways involves the understanding that religious ideas,
doctrines etc. men entertain contain a human element as
different from the belief found in monotheism that a
specific set of them comes from God directly. Because
human beings differ in their orientations and needs even
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when they approach the divine, a variety of formulations
is only to be expected; the tradition is therefore not
selective and judgmental as monotheism is. However the
inevitable human clement in religious, formulations docs
not here mean that they represent fancy and bear no truth.
The Ultimate is ‘The all’ and men can come in active
touch with it in many ways. But its all-embracingness
means that whatever language man uses- and he can use
a variety of ideas and metaphors according to his
predilection-that can never constitute a full descriptive
account of what is beyond measure. Still the doctrine
formulated does say something about Reality, even if it
does not say it all. That is impossible in any case, conside-
ring the nature of language, so ultimately doctrines have
to be transcended too. But they are useful, for man has
to use ideas to communicate, to think and to act and the
ultimate goal being a long way off, needs a lot of commu-
nication, thought and action as necessary steps to full
realization beyond language. Doctrines can thus be seen
as true if they arise out of contact and if they help comm-
unication, thought, action and emotional orientation.

Different formulations and doctrines about the
Ultimate also result from different needs that human
beings have as groups which may make them see the
involvement of the divine in man’s affairs in different
lights and from different perspectives. Polytheistic
religious traditions no doubt unite people, those who
together use a common set of beliefs and practices, but
this unity is more cultural than political and there is in
polytheistic practice no pronounced idea of people
achieving a common purpose together. The rise of
monotheism is related to a political need, that of creating
among a group of people a pronounced feeling of unity
that comes from the pursuit of a common purpose and
from the understanding of being ruled by an all powerful
sovereign or Lord who undertakes to look after the
interests of the group in lieu of obedience. And the Jews
as a people had this political need. They emerged out of
a nomadic existence into an area that had no spare land
open to virgin occupation and in their effort to establish
themselves they constantly met with opposition in the
form of dispersal, exile and the like. Polytheistic
w orshipping of Gods (a pre-monotheistic Jewish
practice) was seen by some, under the circumstances, to
be irrelevant and in its place was instituted the Old
Testament idea of God as the Sovereign Lord who can
choose a people and enter into a contract with them such
that he promises them a land already occupied by others
provided people keep to their side of the bargain-not
worshipping anyone but God himself. This particular

26



.

image of God as the sovereign who confers on people
following him a distinctive identity, and unity, and who
looks after them in a selective way against those who do
not, continues as a strong component in all the three
monotheistic religions, each one of which took its shape
in the cultural atmosphere of the semitic tradition.

People living elsewhere such as India or China felt
no need for such an image as they did not have the kind
of political problems the Jewish people-and later the
Arabic people-had. In India at any rate there was
unlimited land and its lush tropical environment produced
more of a cosmic than political orientation in man’s
approach to the Ultimate. | am not saying that monothe-
ism gives to God’s activity an exclusively political
dimension, there are certainly other things like love,
mercy, grace and immortality that man receives from God
but the political dimension is also there and it has played

.a historical role in all monotheistic traditions (and still

does). Religions of Indian origin like Hinduism and
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Buddhism do not have this dimension built into their
idea of religious Reality.

If we accept that human beings can legitimately
expect to develop their own cultural life in their own
ways and produce beliefs, values, institutions and
practices that are suited to their specific needs as a group
then we have to accept the legitimacy of diverse religious
doctrines for people who produce them. It is of course
another matter to wish to impose these doctrines on others
(or try to make other people share in them) no matter
what their needs. The relativism and pluralism inherent
in the Hindu religious tradition- a tradition that is lacking
in a political dimension-do not generate the desire to
impose the same form on all, nor does it produce a wish
that people who already have a tradition of their own
should abandon it and share theirs instead. Whatever its
shortcomings as a tradition it can thus contribute to the
further development of religious pluralism which is being
increasingly talked about in liberal societies.

PREVENTION IS BETTER THAN CURE

QU(RH(LOGTETE: STEUTSTE GUTLDGE  elflpeianT
meuggrm Curevs Gls@Lb.

“Vatumunnar Kaavaathaan Vaazhkkai Etimunnar
Vaiththooru Poalak Kedum”.

“Like a stack of hay in a consuming flame, will be
destroyed the life of one who does not guard against
faults@”

Prevention is better than cure. But non-prevention
does not always end up in a curable stage. Failure to
prevent can also lead to’ a point where no cure at all can
be thought of. Therefore in such instances, it would be
idle to compare prevention with, cure and say that pre-
vention is better than cure. In such situations, failure to
prevent results in utter loss and irremediable destruc-

tion.

Compared to the proverb in the English language,
Thiruvalluvar's statement is unqualified. He says that one
should always be on the guard and avert anything unto-
ward happening.-

Forethought is indispensable for all of us in all
walks of life at all points of time. Patriots of Pakistan
say that Jinnah had the vision, forethought, and plan-
ning. Notwithstanding the fact he had implicit -faith in
Mahatma Gandhi, he stood firm and demanded that he
should have a separate land for his people. He foresaw
what was in store for his people and averted the calam-
ity at the very outset. This is why the people of Pakistan
adore him as the father of their nation.

Tamil historians now say that the self-styled leaders

of the Sri Lankan Tamils lacked this forethought and failed
to prevent the calamitous situation into which they have
now been inextricably bogged.

In so far as a king is concerned, he should not fall
prey to certain faults that are capable of pushing him off
the track of rectitude. It is said that a king should be free
from faults such as Conceit, Wrath, Lust, False Sense of
Honour and Parsimony. If a king commits any of the faults
he has had it, because these faults are so heinous that
they are capable of wrecking him and bringing untold
misery to him and to his kingdom.

The success of a king depends on his ability to avoid
committing any of these faults. If he falls a prey to any of
these, then his life will be ruined even as how a haystack
in the midst of a conflagration will be consumed.

Hindu literature is replete with many examples to il-
lustrate this fact. The insatiable Just of Ravana for
Sita brought about his downfall in the hands of Rama.
Irreverent conceit of Soorapathman of Skanda Puraanam
notoriety condemned him into utter annihilation. The spo-
radic wrath of the all-powerful Visvaamitra thwarted his
never-ending attempt to surpass the psychic powers of
Vasishta, the Brahma Rishi..

If Ravana, Soorapathman and Visvaamitra had
overcome the temptations and shortcomings at the
very beginning, their fate would -have been differ-
ent.

We study literature and history not because they are
old and are our heritage, but because they have a les-
son to teach. Let us learn this lesson-soon and avert
destruction. This then is the essence of the Kural -
“Vatumunnar Kaavaathaan Vaazhkkai Etimunnar
Vaiththooru Poalak Kedum *.
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‘. here are several ways

in which the relation between
God and man may be viewed.

‘Fellowship
with god

According, to Rama-
nuja, the Chandogya text,
cited above proves that
Brahman is both the matcrial
and efficient cause rolled into
one. Brahman is always

Ignoring the differences
among the schools of Vedanta,
we will consider how from the

Dr. R. Balasubramaniam, M.A., Ph.D., D. Litt
Director- The Dr. S. Radhakrishnan Institute for
\ Advanced Study in Philosophy, University of Madras

qualified by cit and acit (i.e.
man an physical world) both
in the causal and effect

Vedanta point of view the
.Absolute or God is the basis or support of the moral
community. This way of looking at the relation between
God and man is an important one for two reasons. First
of all, it shows the close link between metaphysics and
ethics or what we may generally call theory and practice.
The ethical discipline formulated in any Vedanta school
is integral to its meta-physics. It means that one cannot
accept the metaphysical standpoint of the school and
reject its ethical discipline. In other words, the theoretical
or conceptual outlook of the school is supported by
practice. Secondly, what a man ought to do and ought to
be, depends upon the conception of the goal of life and
the way in which the relation of man to the world and
God is conceived: and this is the central theme of all the
schools of Vedanta.

All the schools of Vedanta make use of the teaching
of the Sadvidya of the Sixth Chapter of the Chandogya
Upanishad with a view to show that the Absolute or God
is the ground and support of man and the world. Uddalaka
who is the spokes man in the context makes a promissory
statement, then provides examples to illustrate the

' promissory statement, and finally formulates the thesis.
The promise or assurance that he gives is that one who
knows the supreme Being know’s everything, With a
view to show that this is not a tall claim or an empty
promise, he proceeds to support it by examples which,
when carefully analysed and examined, will reveal the
logic behind them. It is enough to consider the first
example that he gives, the lump of clay and the things
made out of it. A person who knows clay can claim that
he knows all the objects, pot, pan saucer, etc., made out
of it, because all of them are nothing but clay. Here, clay
is the ground and support of every object made out of it,
whatever may be the shape and name of the object. . In
the same way, to know the supreme Being is to know
everything-both man and the world-because the supreme
Being which is the cause of everything is the ground and
support thereof. After , making the promissory statement
and illustrating it through examples, Uddalaka formulates
the thesis that, “In the beginning this was Being alone,
one only without a second.”

conditions. In the causal
condition both cit and acit are in a subtle form whereas
in the effect condition they are in a gross form. It means
that, according to Ramanjuja, Brahman with cit and acit
in their subtle form is the cause, and Brahman with cir
and acit in their gross form is the effect. On the basis of
antavyami-brahmana and other sruti texts Ramanuja
says: “That the entire aggregate of sentient and non-
sentient beings, gross and subtle, in their effected or
causal state, constitutes the body of the highest Brahman
and that on the other hand the highest Brahman
constitutes their soul-this is proved by the antaryatni-
brahmana and similar texts,” It has to be borne in mind
that, when the jiva and the physical universe are viewed
as the body of Brahman, the term “body™ has been used
in a special sense with implications of a far-reaching
character. Ramanuja’s definition of “body” (sarira)
which has become classic, emphasizes three features.
What is said to be the body is first of all supported by
the soul. Secondly, it is controlled by the soul. Thirdly,
it exists in a dependent relation to the soul subserving
the purposes of the latter.

When the Absolute is viewed in the context of the
soul-body relation as the support and con- troller not
only of the physical universe, but also of all sentient
beings, we get a new insight into God- man relation in
which the following points emerge: first. the relation
between God and man is very intimate; second. man does
not exist in isolation from God; third. he does not exist
independently of God: and fourth, the purpose of life
envisaged by man cannot and should not be opposed to
the divine purpose. This insight would enable men work
with hope and strength, individually as well as
collectively as a moral community, for the higher purpose
of life as willed by the supreme Being.

What serves as the ground and support of the
community of men is also the highest value which man
desires to attain. The Vedantins consider moksha as the
highest value. Though on the negative side moksha means
liberation from bondage, liberation From the cycle of
birth and death, on the positive side it means
commnunion with, and service to Brahman or God.
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.Moksha in the sense described above is considered to be
the highest value. while the other values such as arrha
kama and dharma are assigned lower places in the
hierarchy of values. There are four criteria for
considering moksha as the highest value. First of all, it
alone is intrinsic. Secondly, it alone gives complete
satisfaction to the individual. Once it is attained, there is
no more want, no further endeavour; it is the destination
in the quest after the fullness of life. Thirdly, it alone is
enduring, while other values, after attainment, may cease
to be values. Fourthly, it is comprehensive not only in
the sense that it is inclusive of all the lower values, but
also in the sense that it explains and justifies the lower
values.

So far we have shown that the Absolute is not only
the ground and support of the moral community, but also
their end. From this we may move to the next step in the
elucidation of the position. Vaishnavism holds that the
Absolute is not only the end, but also the means. It may
be of interest to refer to the stand taken by the Southern
School of Vaishnavism (Tenkalai) on this issue. This

‘school holds that God is both the means (upaya) and the

end (upeya) and that unless God shows the way and
provides the means there is nothing which an individual
can accomplish by his endeavour. It means that God is
both the impelling force and the end. Man being what he
is, is under the control of avidva and karma, which are
dead weights on him, and that “with the thousand natural
shocks that flesh is heir to”, he cannot do anything on
his own unless he is helped by God. To be in possession
of virtues and other qualifications for the practice of
bhakti God’s grace is necessary. It is not virtue that calls
out the act of God, but it is the act of God that makes one
virtuous. One does not become righteous by doing
righteous deeds but one does righteous deeds only in so
far as one is made righteous through the grace of God.
In short, God must take hold of man, choose him to be
the beneficiary of His grace, and show him the way. A
famous text of the Kathopanishad (1.2.23) says: “Whom
He chooses, unto him He reveals.” There is a similar
view in the Christian tradition also. There is, for instance,
‘a text from the Romans (9.16) which reads : “*So then it
is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of
God that showeth mercy.” It means, as Augustine put it,
“We could neither will nor run unless he stirred us and
put the motive force in us.”

We may summarise in a series of propositions the
argument stated above.

1. Whatever is helpful to the achievement of the

highest end is a value.

2. Dharma, understood in the most comprehensive
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sense is a means to the end.

3. It is, therefore, a value,

4. It follows that God is not only the highest end,
but also the source of values which are necessary
for man for achieving the final goal.

What makes a community a moral community is
the practice of dharma by the members of that
community. It is said that dharma is “What holds
together.” Dharma preserves a society through the social
and moral order which it creates.

It is necessary to pay attention to the underlying
principle in the practice of both sadharana and visesha-
dharmas. There are three kinds of integration-self -
integration, social integration, and integration with God.
Practices which are designed to achieve self-control are
conducive to self- integration. In the same way, conduct
which calls forth the cultivation of virtues such as
compassion, the practice of charity and social service
contributes to social integration. What is called
integration or communion with God must follow self-
integration and social integration. It means that one
cannot attain God-realization without achieving self-
integration and helping social integration. Love of God
is possible only in the case of a person who has achieved
harmony in his life- in-society. In the language of the
Bhagavad-gita (12.15), a person who has achieved this
harmony is one “by whom the world is not afflicted and
who is not afflicted by the world.”

The Vedantins accept the theory of incarnation
(avatara) according to which the supreme Brahman
descends into the world in some form or other, may be
human or subhuman as the case may be, for a specific
purpose connected with the protection of the good, the
punishment of the evil-doers, and the establishment of
dharma. The Bhagavad-gita, 4-7-8, contains reference
to the need for, and the purpose of, incarnation, These
two verses of the Gira have become classic. Krishna says
(4.9) that the “birth™ of the Lord and the “work™ that He
does through the incarnated form are divine. It has to be
borne in mind that the number of incarnations can be
restricted neither by time nor place nor religion, for the
Supreme which is infinite transcends all limitations of
time, place and religion.

The theory of incarnation provides a clue to the
understanding of the concept of fellowship with God
which all religions stress. Man claims fellow- ship not
only with others in the community of which he is a
member, but also with God-as a devotee of God, as a
lover of God, as a servant of God and so on. There are
two questions to be considered here. First, what is the
meaning of the fellowship with God ? Second, what is




its bearing on his fellowship with others in society ? God
through his visible incarnation provides a model to
human beings for their guidance with regard to what they
should do and also how they should do. The important
characteristics of the “divine work™ are the following:
First the work of God is not for any personal gain;
second, his work is for the purpose of preserving and
protecting the world (loka-sangraha) ; third, if God does
not work, people will follow him; and he should not be a
bad example to others ; and fourth, God is unaffected by
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the imperfections of the world in spite of the work he is
engaged in. The “divine work™ is such that it serves as a
model to others. Anyone who claims fellowship with
God must accept the work of God as a model and follow
it in his relation with others in society with whom he
claims fellowship. The poet sings that “society,
friendship, and love are divinely bestowed upon man.”
Membership in a society will be of no use if it does not
concretely manifest itself through friendship and love
for others. Every act of friendship and love is a proof of
fellowship.

WHAT IS WISDOM?

OgriLenang gmm wemhCsand THSTEEES
SHDP@WS STYI opley

“Thoddanaith Thooru Manatkerni Maanthatkuk
Kattranaith Thooru Marivu”.

“The more the sandy spring is dug up, more water wells up
in it. The more men learn, the more of wisdom will there
manifest.”

Out of the 133 chapters in his sacred Kural, Valluvar has
allocated four chapters to Education - under the headings of
Learning, llliteracy, Listening and Possession of Wisdom. Of
course, there are many instances elsewhere in Thirukkural
where he has stressed the importance of education. Education
is the manifestation of knowledge already in man said Swami
Vivekananda. Man is endowed with knowledge when he is born.
It is already there in every human being. It is latent, not patent,
and covered with various layers of impurities. These layers differ
in density from person to person. This purpose and aim of
education is to allow that knowledge to manifest itself. This
philosophy of education has been succinctly stated by
Thiruvalluvar in the above couplet.

The parallel used by Thiruvalluvar is worthy of admiration.
When we dig up a well we use a spade, crowbar, pickaxe and

. even dynamite for breaking and clearing-the mass that prevents
the spring from issuing forth. But the tools and the aids that are
used to break up the soil and the rock do not form part of the
spring, and they are never mistaken for the spring. They are
only aids that help bring the spring forth. The implements help
only to the extent of removing the mass of earth, gravel and
rock that stand between the surface and the spring.

In the English language, the word “educate” comes from
the Latin word educate which means to bring out.

Let us now go back to the second limb of the couplet under
consideration. The wisdom of i man manifests to the extent to
which he learns. So, now comes the question, What is
education?” Luckily in the foregoing lines we have made Swarni
Vivekananda answer this question. We acquire numeracy and
literacy; we learn logic, drawing, art, dance, music and so on
and so forth; and some of us excel in some or many of them.
But the eminence and excellence we attain is not wisdom.
According to Tliruvalluvar these acquisitions are only aids

comparable to the tools used in the digging up of the well. Even
as how the tools used in the digging cannot be equated with the
spring, so also in the sphere of knowledge, academic acquisitions
cannot be equated with wisdom. The truth is that the former is
only an aid to the realisation of the latter. Thus, the purpose of
education is the blooming or the unfolding of the supreme
knowledge called Gnaam or Wisdom. But, unfortunately, we
puny creatures who have acquired a little bit -of knowledge here
and there which is allowed to run riot, masquerade as
intellectuals and pundits forgetting that we have only collected
a few tools that are needed for the purpose of making Wisdom
well up.

The above couplet may appear to slip the grip of
comprehension. But it deserves to be cogitated over. In
understanding this particular couplet, what is to be borne in mind
is that Wisdom which Valluvar calls Arivu in chaste Tamil is not
something that is gathered, but something that manifests within.
In this couplet we must mark the word Oorum - (eenmyib) which
means issuing forth or springing.

As we have seen above, Wisdom is already there in all
human beings, and it is this pure knowledge that is needed for
one to become perfect and divine. In some human beings the
impurity that covers Wisdom is so dense and hard that much
effort is needed to enable this Wisdom to issue forth. Most of us
belong to this category..

In afew others, this impurity is so thin and light that Wisdom
begins to issue forth with the least effort. It is these precious
few that we call prodigies.

Now the question may arise as to what accounts for the
variation and difference in the amount of impurity that surrounds
the Wisdom in different individuals. An effort to give an answer
to this question might take us deep into the ocean Of
metaphysics. Suffice it to say that our Karma decides that. It
may be interesting to remember that Thiru-Gnanasambantha
Nayanar became a Gnaani when he was three years ?)ld: but it
took decades for Apparto so become. Further, is it not true that
in Jaffna (in Sri Lanka) some wells are 10 feet deep while some
others about 40 feet deep? In the former, the spring can be
sighted with the least effort whereas in the latter, a Herculean
effort is required befare the spring can be sighted. In fine it may
be said that Valluvar stresses the importance of academic
acquisition which is a sine qua non for the manifestation of
Wisdom.
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'RELEVANCE OF SAIVA
 SIDDHANTA FOR THE

The world today is witnessing a decline in ethi-
cal and moral values resulting in increase in crime
and violence. Destructive weapons are used freely
and arbitrarily by powerful nations. Bombs and guns
are used even in small countries to silence the voice
of the ethnic minorities who ask for their rights. Gun
culture is spreading even to schools. Th suburbs of
Denvor in U.S.A. has, within an year, seen five major
shootouts, where school children were sprayed with
bullets.

Continuation of this trend to the next century is
unavoidable unless human values are respected and
upheld. Religion can play a key role in arresting the
decline in human values and reversing the present
trend.

Rational Philosophy :

With the development of science and technology,
mans outlook and approach have changed and con-
tinue to change. Scientific thinking and rational
approach will be the norm of the next century. No
branch of knowledge will be appreciated and assimi-
lated without being analysed in the light of reason.

Religious faith based on traditions and mytholog-
ical stories is likely to lose its importance. Future
generations will look to its philosophy to asses the
religious values. Any philosophical concept, unless
it appeal to the scientific mind, will lose its signifi-
cance.

Saiva Siddhanta, the philosophy of Saiva religion,
has always appealed to the national mind and was
praised by scholars all over the world. It gives
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acceptable explanation explanation to every
aspect of life, both worldly and spiritual. It has all
the characteristics to qualify as the philosophy of
the twenty-first century.

The western history has recorded continu-
ous conflict between religious doctrines and sci-
entific views. Whenever a scientific theory con-
tradicted the prevailing religious belief, the
Scientist concerned had to face disastrous conse-
quences and pay heavily for it. The scientist
Nicholas Corpernicus of the 16th Century could
not publish his findings during his lifetime for
fear of reprisal by the church. His proof of the
world and other planets revolving around the sun
was contrary to the religious belief at that time,
viz., the world was the centre around which the
sun and other planets were revolving.

Such situations never arose in the Saivaite
world. The Saiva Siddhanta philosophy views
matters relating to God, souls and the universe
with reason an intellectual clarity.

Unacceptable views :

The Vedanta philosophy which is erroneously
considered as the philosophy of all Hindu sects,,
views man as an offspring of God or Divine. It
explains that he got enmeshed in evil due to
“Maya” which is the cause of his suffering.
(Maya ig! Vedanta is different from that in Saiva
Siddhanta). Man should progress spiritually and
go back to the source which is God. This vedan-
ta view finds no acceptable explanation and
requires clarification. If man comes out from the
Divine, he should have divine qualities.
Assuming that he would ultimately go back to the
Divine, there is no guarantee that he will not
break away again and get enmeshed in Maya.
The word Maya itself cannot be defined in posi-
tive terms and considered to escape verbal expla-
nation. It is called “anirvasaniyam” (sefiieusefuib)
meaning “unexplainable by words”

Such Vedanta views and concepts like “all are
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Brahmam” or “appearances of Brahmam” are unac-
ceptable to Saiva Siddhanta Philosophy. They will
not attract the 21st century man who will question
every thing before accepting.

While Vedanta attributes man’s suffering to evil
caused by Maya, the biblical tradition attributes it to
the original sin of his ancestor Adam. This unjust
transmission of evil from his ancestor to the man of

 present and future cannot find acceptance by the
rational or scientific mind of the next century.

Universal Matter :

The Saiva Siddhanta philosophy speaks of God,
souls and the universe as separate distinct entitles.
Souls which are beginningless like God, are associ-
ated with Anavam, an entity which obscures their
capabilities from begginingless period. The uni-
verse and the materials of it including the physical
body, mind etc. are evolutes of the subtle entity
called Maya. All things including the universe are
born out of Maya and go back to it. Birth and death
or destruction are mere transformation from one
state to another, from the gross to the fine, and vice
versa. Nothing new comes out of the void and gets
annihilated to the void. This concept is called
“Satkariyavaadam” in Saiva Siddhanta Philosophy.

Do Aoarigtnn blor & ) P

The Satkariyavaadham c)éccpt is parallel to the
scientific concept relating to the conversion of ener-
gy where matter or energy gets transformed from
one state to another, and is neither created nor
destroyed. The following words of the great scien-
tist Werner Heisenburg inkjs book “Physics and
Philosophy” is relevant and of significant impor-
tance.

“All the elementary particles can, at sufficiently
high energies, be transformed into other particles,
or they can simply be created from kinetic energy
and can be annihilated into energy, for instance into
radiation.....

All the elementary particles are made of the same
substance which we may call energy or universal
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matter. They are just different forms in which mat-
ter can appear”.

This Scientific view reflects the Siddhanta view
of Maya which is akin to the “energy or universal
matter” referred to by this world renowned scien-
tist.

Cosmic Cycles :

The Scientific discoveries made during this
century, particularly by the scientists Max Plant
and Albert Einstein, compliments many of the
Saiva Siddhanta views. Referring to the nature of
the universe, Einstein says “It is an expanding uni-
verse”. Saint Manikkavasagar who lived about
thirteen centuries before, expressed the same view
in his Thiruvandappakuthy” (fmeusiiiugs)
which speaks of the existing universe, he says the
following :

‘pep@id Gareipy PeGpyied usfisr
BrpGETe Gsmguisr Gopur alfipser”

“If we visualize their (cosmic bodies) beauty
in all it’s aspects, they have expanded in more
than a hundred million in number” Not only St.
Manikkavasagar expresses the same view, but
also his verbal usage “affiizen” has the same
meaning “expanding” as told by Einstein.

Developing on the concept of expanding uni-
verse, later scientist Edwin Hubble concluded (in
1929) that the whole universe would have been a
small egg like matter, called “cosmic egg” at one
time in the long distant past. The now famous
“Big Bane Theory” evolved out of his thinking.

e cosmic egg from which the universe was born_
is similar to “Maya” in Saiva Siddhanta, from
which the universe and the materials of the uni-
verse came into existence.

The Saiva Siddhanta holds that everything has
a beginning and an end, and even time is no
exception. This Siddhanta view finds acceptance
in today’s scientific world as seen by the follow-
ing words of the scientist Marcus Chown:
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“The Big Bane has created evervthing and
that included empty space, matters, energy and
even time. As soon as it was created, the universe
began expanding - (Marcus Chown “After glow of
Creation”, Arrow books Ltd, London, 1993)

Another scientist, Dickey predicts that the
expansion of the cosmos would slow down to a
standstill and then get completely reversed.
Quoting him, the scientist Carl Sago writes as fol-
lows:

“All of creation would embark on a run away
collapse until matter was crushed to the maximum
density possible..... The Big Bane was not unique.
It was simply one explosion in the mist of time.
The universe had no beginning. It had been pul-
sating through eternity” (Carl Sagon,
“Cosmos”, Abacus Publications, London, 1995).

The Siddhanta view of the number of “Pralaya
periods” the cosmos undergone, viz., the cosmic
cycles, is described in lucid manner by the scien-
tists of today.

All religious philosophers, in general, speak of
the universe. The Saiva Siddhanta views relating
to it finds acceptance in today’s scientific think-
ing.

Development of the soul :

The soul, according to Saiva Siddhanta, is
going through cycles of births and deaths. In this
process it gains experience and knowledge, gets
released from the grip of anavam which obscures
its knowledge, realizes the ultimate reality which
is God and enjoys liberation and bliss. Saiva
Siddhanta does not accept the theory of eternal
hell or heaven in a single birth as postulated by the
biblical tradition. It considers that every soul ulti-
mately enjoys liberation and divine bliss.

For the soul to gain experience and through it
the knowledge, it must engage in action (or Vinai
or Karma). This is possible with the help of the
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internal organs, th physical body, the world which
one lives and the materials of experience or enjoy-
ment. In the philosophical language these are
called, respectively, thanu, karana, bhuwana and
bhogam.

This process of soul’s development from the
state where it was enshrouded anavam to the state
of liberation and bliss takes place from birth to
birth. Also, this is possible by the grace of the all
merciful God. He is eternally with the soul and
performs his five-fold activities of creation
(embodiment), sustenance, decay (disembodiment
or death), suppression (of anavam) and enlighten-
ment. These are performed by Lord Siva out of
his unlimited love for the souls

Siva-Sakthy concept :

Thus the souls undergo changes from birth to
birth by the grace of God. It is a scientific fact
that force or energy is required to bring about any
change. Saiva Siddhanta considers that Lord
Siva’s inherent energy which is his Sakthy or
grace as responsible for bringing about the change
in the development of the soul.

Siva, in his intrinsic form, is formless, and tran-
scends all qualities and activities. Sakthy is
responsible for His five-fold activities. Still
Sivam and Sakthy are always together, insepara-
ble from each other Thiruvarutpayan
(Aoeumluwsr) an important tenet of Saiva
Siddhanta Philosophy, speaks of this duel aspect
of Siva-Sakthy concept as “sag Jerendeone
emimer Ggmei”  (our Lord is inseparable from
Sakthy). The Arthanareeswarar image is symbol-
ic of this concept.

The Siva-Sakthy concept where a static and
dynamic aspects are attributed to one and the
same entity cannot be comprehended easily by the
ordinary mind.

This type of situation was confronted in the
scientific world at the beginning of this century.
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The first three decades of this century brought about
new ideas and different perception in human thinking.
Experiment done on the sub-atomic units showed duel
nature of them. The electro-magnetic radiation con-
sisted simultaneously of particles and waves (energy)
and this puzzled the scientists. This duel characteris-
tics of one and the same time was not seen till then.
This gave way to a new concept in physics, similar to
the Siva-Sakthy concept in Saiva Siddhanta philoso-
phy.

The image of Nadarajah, the dancing Siva, is
expressive of the fusion and separation of the duel
nature of the ultimate reality, ie. static and dynamic
characters. This magnificent dancing figure speaks of
the five-fold activities of Siva and testifies to the ratio-
nal philosophical views of the Tamils. It is a perfec-
tion of art. The world renowned scholar critic
Anandha Coomarasamy praises it as philosophy, poet-
ry and science and says :

“No artists of today, however great could more
exactly or more wisely create an image of the energy
which science must postulate behind all the phenome-
na. It is poetry, but nevertheless the truest science”.
Change of perception

With the emergence of new scientific theories
such as quantum theory and relativity theory it
becomes clear that knowledge obtained by the conven-
tional methods has its own limitations. Experiments
done to find out the inner nature of atoms always
ended up with paradox. The conventional approach or
the prevailing Newtonian concept could not help to
solve this paradox. This necessitated a new develop-
ment in human thinking and a change in perception.
Sense perception was found to be totally inadequate to
understand the relity. It was soon realized that what
was perceived in the sub-atomic world depend not
only on the object perceived, but also on the perceiver.

This development in the human thinking in the
scientific world of this century is not something new to
the Saivaite world. The saints and sages have long
before realised that to see the ultimate reality a differ-
ent kind of perception, a perception other than that
through the change senses, was required. Fusion of the
object to be perceived, the perceiver and the knowl-
edge of perception was required to see the true natures
of things. The knowledge gained this way through the

FaUHS - BUUS 2000

changed pereption to realise the reality is called “Pathi
Gnanam” (u @remb) in Saiva Siddhanta
Philosophy. Thus this kind of preception and knowl-
edge which were familiar to the Saiva saints and sages
of the past have come to realisation at present by the
scientific world. The Saiva Siddhanta philosophers
were not merely scholars engaged in intellectual exer-
cise in the field philosophy. They were realised souls
whose philosophy was born out of their divine knowl-
edge and experience.

Beyond Words:

Modern Physics holds a clear view that the reality
transcends logic and verbal explanation. The words of
the world renowned physicist, Weiner Heisenberg, tes-
tifies to this.

“The most difficult problem, however, concerning
the use of language arises in quantum theory.....We
wish to speak in someway about the structure of the
atoms....... But we cannot speak about the atoms in
ordinary languages”. (Weiner Heinsburg, “Physics
and Philosophy” George Allen and Unwin Ltd, 1959)

This difficulty of speaking in ordinary languages
was experienced by the Saiva saints in the past. The
experience gained through their higher knowledge,
“Pathi Gnanam” cannot be expressed in ordinary lan-
guage. Any explanation by known examples and ver-
bal usage will not be of use to describe such experi-
ence. Saint Gnanasabanthar who had the divine vision
and experience as a child advises not to test the reality
of our Lord who is omnipresent like a luminous light,
with examples and chose words.

‘ggibs emgud aBEp QumPurgnd GsrRss
CauemiLr sLjelll Herer emiser Gxngl

Conclusion :

The Saiva Siddhanta philosophy offers plausible
explanation to every aspect of life, both worldly and
spiritual. Modem scientific views compliment the
Saiva Siddhanta concepts. By its logical and rational
approach it will appeal to scientific minds of the future
generation. By arresting the decline in human values,
it will help mankind to find a better world. With prop-
er understanding, Saiva Siddhanta philosophy will be
hailed as the most relevant philosophy of the twenty
first century.
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.‘Lﬂinduism believes in the immortality of the individual

soul of jiva. The latter carries with it the three factors of
vidya, dharma and adharma and vasanas. Of these, vidya
stands for the subtle forms of valid knowledge, contrary
knowledge, and erroneous knowledge the jiva had
acquired in its innumerable births'. Karma stands for
dharma and adharma which resulted from the
performance of prescribed and interdicted actions in the
previous births?. The performance of actions leaves,
behind a tendency to perform a similar action again. This
tendency is termed samskara’. In the same way, the
experience of the fruits of actions leaves behind a
tendency to perform such .action which would give forth
similar experiences. This tendency is termed parisesa
or phala-vasana or bhavana’. These two kinds of
tendencies are referred to by the term purvaprajna. Here
we shall refer to them as vasanas.

The three factors of vidya dharma and adharma,
and vasanas constitute what is usually known as
svabhava or prakrti®. The vasanas are manifested in
_accordance with the dharma and adharma which give
rise to a new birth for the jiva®. There may be good
vasanas or bad ones or both. Under the influence of these
vasanas even wise men who have the knowledge that
the self alone is eternal and the world is non-eternal
perform karma. The vasanas that are not good give rise
to kama-krodha or raga-dvesa in the mind of the jiva
and make it act. The vasanas give rise to kama or raga
in respect of an act which is prohibited in the scripture
but which is erroneously made known to be the means
of a desired end. In the same way the vasanas give rise
to krodha or dvesa in respect of an act which is prescribed
in the scripture and which is erroneously not taken to be
the means of a desired end. Further these vasanas give
rise to kama and make the jiva perform optional rites
seeking selfish ends. All these three, namely,
performance of prohibited deeds, non-performance of
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prescribed deeds, and the performance of optional deeds
seeking selfish ends make one swerve from the path that
leads to liberation. And the vasanas that are good in
character make the jiva perform prescribed actions and
optional rites also without any desire for their fruits, and
there by lead the jiva in the path of liberation- the highest
human end’.

It comes to this : when dharma and adharma give
rise to a new birth for the jiva, the vasanas which are
stored up in the mind of jiva are manifested. It is these
vasanas that make the jiva act giving rise to kama. So
any action done out of kama would definitely lead to
fresh bondage for jiva. And any action done without
desire, by being influenced by the vasanas that are good,
do not bind the jiva.

We shall now discuss the question: to what extent is
man free to act according to his own free-will ? We have
said that the vasanas resulting from the performance of
karmas and also from the experience of the fruits of
karmas determine the direction of man’s activities in the
present life by giving rise to kama. To the same effect
the text of the Gira® states that * everyone is impelled to
activity in accordance with his characteristic and innate
quality which is the result of his inward propensities,
the result of the karmas of the previous births.’

Man is conditioned by the vasanas and although he
has the knowledge of the teachings of Veda, yet, he acts
in such a way that is not conductive to his future well
being. The vasanas are manifested in the present birth,
and they are more powerful than the teachings of the
Veda, when the man acts according to his own vasanas.
As Sri Sankara points out in the Adhyasa-bhasya, even
one who has the intellectual conviction that Brahman
alone is real, acts according to the dictates of his vasanas.
Knowing that a particular act would lead to hell, men
commit prohibited deeds by being prompted by the
vasanas or the latent impressions that are sinful in nature.

1. Brhadaranyaka-Varika IV, iv, 112.
Ibid, 1V, iv, 115
Ibid, IV, iv, 118

2
3.
4. lbid, 1V, iv, 124

Bh. G.. 111, 5 and 33 ; XVIII. 59 and 60.
GD, p. 633.
Ibid, p. 170-1.

5
6
T
8. Bh.G.IIL 5.
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Lord Krsna points out that “they are not even afraid of
the defect of the sin arising out of transgressing My
-teachings.”

This gives rise to the most important problem,
namely, the scope of the scriptural injunctions and
prohibitions. The latter have scope only when man is
free to act on the basis of his freewill. If it is said that his
activities are conditioned by vasanas, then he is not free
to perform the prescribed deeds or to refrain from
prohibited actions. There is none who is free from
vasanas and so the whole range of vedic texts would
become purport- less. Not only this. The Vedanta text ' |
which conveys that the realisation of the self is the means
to the supreme human end and therefore one must study
Vedantic texts, reflect, and meditate upon its teachings
would become purportless, as an aspirant being
conditioned by his vasanas is not at all free to pursue
Vedantic study, etc.

Herein lies the necessity of karma. But it must be
noted that when we speak of the necessary causation or
determination of activity in accordance with the ante-
‘natal tendencies, that is. vasanas, it should not be
supposed that Hinduism accept the theory of determinism
and so has to deny the existence of freedom. The pre-
natal vasanas which each jiva carries with it can be
counter acted or modified by cultivating tendencies
having a reverse direction. The Yoga-sutra emphasises
the possibility of cultivating the will to turn the mind
towards the contrary ideas when the mind is troubled
with sinful thoughts. Here is the reconciliation of the
doctrines of freedom and necessity. We admit necessity
because we hold that the direct fruits of karma, namely,
dharma and adharma give rise to birth characterized by
age, learning, occupation, wealth, pleasure, intelligence,
etc. These cannot be altered on any account. We admit
freedom since we hold that vasanas which are manifested
in accordance with dharma and adharma can be
counteracted by cultivating the will to turn away our mind
from the influence of bad vasanas and to pursue good
actions. As Prof. Hiriyanna points out: “This is not
fatalism, but the very reverse of it.”"!

‘ The Bhagavad-Gita'? also admits the possibility of
over-coming the vasanas. It states that it is the nature of
senses of knowledge and action to be attached towards
their respective objects. There is desire towards objects
that are prohibited in the scriptures and there is aversion
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towards objects that are prescribed in the scriptures. Thus
in respect of a particular sense and its object there is an
invariable connection born out of either desire or
aversion. Free-will lies in checking this tendency of the
senses proceeding towards prohibited deeds out of desire
or checking the tendency of the senses that turn away
one’s mind from the prescribed deeds. To check up the
tendency one must have the knowledge of the teachings
of the scriptures that the self alone is real and every-
thing else beginning with mind is unreal. What we call
the vasanas direct one towards committing a deed,
prohibited in the scriptures, through giving rise to kama.
Kama is that which gives rise to the knowledge that a
particular thing which in reality is a means to unwelcome
result is the means of a desired end. In the same way the
vasanas turn away one’s mind from the performance of
prescribed deeds through giving rise to kroda or dvesa,
which gives rise to the notion that a particular thing,
which in fact leads to supreme human end, is not so.
When by the study of scripture if one knows that the
performance of a particular thing is prohibited and as
such its performance will lead to unwelcome results, then,
the false knowledge that it is a means of a desired end,
does not create any desire to perform it. In the same way
when by the study of scripture, if one knows that the
performance of a particular thing is the means of a desired
end. then the false notion arising out of vasanas that it is
not a means of a desired end, cannot produce any krodha
or dvesa towards its performance. Hence scripture
prompts one to the performance of the prescribed deeds
and prevents one from committing interdicted acts. The
knowledge arising out of the study of scripture is
powerful, and it checks the vasanas and thereby kama
and krodha. Thus scripture is useful; and, man through
the study of scripture should strive hard to check up the
tendencies which through kama-krodha prompt one
towards interdicted acts and desist from the prescribed
ones. Scripture and freedom to act based on free-will
therefore are significant. This view is based upon the
Brhadaranyako ' panisad'’ passage which sets forth the
activity contrary to the scriptural teachings to be the
activity belonging to the demons, and the activity based
on the scriptural teachings to be the activity of the divine
beings.

Human effort based on the study of the scripture
has thus its unique place in shaping the future destiny of
the jiva against the vasanas.

9. Ibid. 111, 35.
10. Brh. IV. v, .6.

I1. Hiriyanna. M : Outlines of Indian Philosophy. p. 130.
(George Allen & Urwin, London, 1932)

12. GD.. pp. 169-176,
13. Brh., L, iii, 1.

39




In the Yogavasistha, Vasistha instructs Sri Rama
thus: “Everything in this world, O! gentle one from the
Raghu race, is invariably accomplished by everyone by
free action accompanied by well directed effort”.

sarvameva hi sada samsare raghunandana
samyakprayatnat sarvena paurusat samavapyate

Here the word sarva means progeny, wealth, heaven,
the world of Hiranyagarbha and liberation. The word
paurusa means human effort or free action, namely, the
action of the agent consisting of such acts like
putrakamesti, husbandry, the jyotistoma sacrifice,
devotion to saguna-Brahman, practice of jnanayoga etc.

Vasistha proceeds to add that free action is of two
kinds, one in accordance with the teachings of the
scripture and another against the scriptural teachings.
The former one leads to the highest human end, while
‘the latter leads to unwelcome results.

uccastram sastritam ceti paurusam dvividhahm

smriam
tatra uccastram anarthaya paramarthaya sastritam

Here the word uccastra means adultery, theft, etc., and
sastrita means practice of obligatory and occasional rites.
The word anartha means hell and the word paramartha
means the supreme human end, that is, liberation.
Vasistha points out that the supreme human end, namely,
liberation is achieved through meritorious actions
coupled with the qualities acquired by the correct practice
from childhood, by practising the path prescribed in the
sastras and by associating oneself with good men who
are keenly purusing the path prescribed in the scripture.
From this it will be clear that free action is necessary in
order that one may attain the highest end.

Sri Rama thereupon raises the question whether one
could go against the vasanas or the latent impressions
arising out of meritorious or sinful actions performed in
.innumerable previous births. He says : “I follow the
course open to me as directed by the latent impressions
stored up by me in my innumerable previous births. Being
utterly helpless in this way, I cannot do anything
according to my will.”

praktanam vasanajalam niyojayati mam yatha
mune tathaiva tisthami krpanah kim karomyaham

Thereupon Vasistha says that since one is dependent upon
the operation of one’s past impressions in one’s actions,
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it is necessary that in order that one may liberate oneself
from such dependence one is free to act.

ataevahihe rama sreyah prapnoti sasvatam
svaprayatno panitena pauruseneva nanyatha

He further points out that the collection of past
impressions is of two kinds : good and bad. There are
the latent impressions arising out of the performance of
prescribed deeds and by committing interdicted actions.
If one is carried away by the force of the good latent
impressions stored up in mind, then, one shall by that
very course attain the eternal stage in no length of time.

vasanaughena suddhena tatra ced apaniyase
tatkramena asu tenaiva padam prapsyasi sasvatam

But, he adds, if the force of previous latent impressions
that are bad leads one to misery, then one must try to
subdue it with one’s own effort.

atha ced asubho bhavah tvam yojayati sankate
praktanah tadasau yatnat jetavyo bhavata svayam

Here yatna means the observance of religious rites
prescribed in the sastras which counteract the forces of
bad impressions and this force must be subdued by one’s
own efforts. But if one is carried away by both kinds of
impressions, then although no effort is necessary in the
case of good impressions, the bad ones must be displaced
by well-directed effort as prescribed in the Sastras.

subhasubhabhyam marghabhyam vahanti vasana sarit
paurusena prayateena yojaniya subhepathi

If one’s mind is engrossed in bad impression, then, it
must be diverted into right path by strong personal effort.

asubhesu samavistam subhesveva avatarayet
svamanah purusarthena balena balinam vara.

Here, the word asubha or bad impressions means
such desires as adultery, theft, and the like,; subha or
right path means meditation on the import of the sacred
texts or on some manifestations of God'“.

From the foregoing discussion it would have become
clear that the vasanas if they are bad, can be overcome
and man is free to pursue good actions according to his
own free-will. Since man is free to choose the right course
in preference to what is wrong, Lord Krsna has said:
‘Think fully over what I have taught, and do as you like.”"*
The Lord has thus declared the right course and man is
free to avail himself of the opportunities.

14. This section is taken from Vidyaranya’s Jivanmukti-Vivcka.
ABBREVIATIONS

Bh, G - Bhagavad-Gita

Brh - Brhadaranyko’panisad.

15. Bh. G., XVIII, 63.

GD - Gudharthadipika of Madhusu-dana Sarasvati (Nirnaya Sagar Press, Bombay, 1912)
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Full time practice in Obstetrics and Gynecology
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Affiliated with Scarborough General Hospital
(McCowan &Lawrence)

SPECIALISED IN
Obstetrics, Gynecology and Colposcopy
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Meditation
(As taught by Krishna to Arjuna)

By C.S. Rajaratnam

Krishna said, he who works not for earthly reward But does the work to be done, he is a
Jogi, he is a Sanyasin, not he who does no work And maintains no sacred fire.

O Arjuna; Know that what is called renunciation is the same as Yoga, no man can be a
Yogi who surrenders not his earthly desires.

To attain Yoga in action is said to be the means, when he has reached the height of Yoga,
serenity is said to be the means.

A man who has no attachment for the objects of the senses and when he has wholly
renounced his earthly will, he is said to have attained Yoga.

Let a man with the help of his spirit, lift up his soul, and allow not thy soul to fall, for he
himself is his friend, and he himself is his enemy.

The man who has conquered himself by himself, his own self is his friend, but him
who has not conquered himself, becomes an enemy to himself

One who has conquered himself is serene in mind, absorbed in the supreme self, is
same in cold and heat, in pleasure and pain, in honour or dishonour.

A steadfast Yogi, happy with vision and wi sdom, through knowledge and realisation
is contented, and is master of his inner life his soul sublime, set on high, who having
conquered his senses never vacillates, and to whom earth and gold are one. He is
called a Yogi in harmony.

With equal vision, and in peace, he regards relatives friends and
well wishers’, those impartial, and the malicious, righteous and the sinful alike,
he stands Supreme

Day after day let the Yogy practice harmony of the soul, living alone and in solitude,
master of his mind and body expecting nothing and getting rid of desires.

In a clean spot, a restful seat, neither too high or too low, kusa grass, then a deer skin
and a cloth thereon.

On this seat let him rest and practice Yoga, for the purification of the self, with his
self, body and mind and his senses in peace, and in silence let him bring his mind
to a point.
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Sitting firmly with up right body head and neck at ninety degree to the ground, let
him gaze steadily between the eye browse or at the tip of the nose without looking
outside.

With serene mind, all fears gone, strong in the vows of bramachari, let him rest with
In harmony and ever thinking of me, he should sit on Yoga, regarding me as the
supreme goal.

Abiding in me, the Yogi with peace of mind attains Nirvana.

Yoga is a harmony, not for him who eats too much or too little, nor for him who sleeps
too much or too little.

Arjuna, it is for him who is moderate in his food and recreation, temperate in his
exertion at work, temperate in his sleep and keeping awake, a perfection in what
he does, Yoga puts an end to all sorrows.

W hen the mind of a Yogi is in harmony and rest in the self-alone, free from
restless desires, then he is one in god, said to have attained Yoga.

The steady mind of a Yogi practising concentration on the self is ‘’like a lamp
in a windless place which does not flicker.”

The mind resting in the stillness of the prayer of Yoga, and the grace of the
spirit sees the ’Self through the Self,”’one rejoices in ones own self.

The seeker knows the boundless joy of eternity, beyond the reach of the senses,
an experience in which being established, one never departs from the truth.

On gaining which there is no supreme gain, when established one is not moved
even by the heaviest of sorrows.

This is known as Yoga, there is liberty, which is severance from the contact
of pain.

When all desires are in peace and the mind withdrawing within, gathers the straying
senses into the harmony of recollection.

Then with reason armed with resolution, let the seeker quietly lead the mind
into the spirit and all thoughts be silence.

Let him withdraw the fickle and restless mind from whatever causes it to
wander away, and restore it to the control of the self alone.

-60-




OFEUPES - BIUE 2000

Supreme bliss is attained by the Yogi whose mind is tranquil and whose
passions are in pease, who is pure and is free from sin, and is one with Brahman.

The Yogi freed from sin, making his self in harmony enjoys the touch of
Brahman, which is Infinite Bliss.

Viewing all things with equal regard, with heart concentrated by Yoga, he
sees himself in all beings, and all beings in himself,

When he sees me in all, and all in me, then I will never leave him and he
will never leave me.

He who in oneness of love, loves me in whatever he sees, in whatever life
he may lead, lives in me.

O Arjuna! he is the greatest Yogi, who looks on the pleasure and pain of all
beings as he looks on them in himself,

Thou hast told me of a Yoga of constant oneness O Krishna of a
communion which is ever one. But the mind is restless and I cannot
endure.

For the mind O Krishna! is restless, turbulent powerful and obstinate to
control is hard as controlling a tempest.

The lord said; the mind is restless and hard to control but by sadhana
[practice] and by detachment , it can be restrained

Yoga is hard to attain, by a man who cannot control himself, but is
possible for him who has self control, and strives by right means.

O Krishna! if a man of faith strives and fails to reach perfection in
Yoga what is his end, said Arjuna.

Does he fall from both, far from heaven and earth, does he not perish
without support, deluded in the path of God .Be thou unto me a
light Krishna, who can solve this doubt, but thee.

The blessed Lord said,; there is no disaster for him either hear or hereafter,
for a doer of good, my son never comes to grief.

Or else he is born in a family of the wise Yogis only, verily such a birth
is rare and unique event in this world.
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There he comes in touch with the knowledge acquired in his former
births, and he begins to strive again, ever onwards towards perfection.

By the former practice alone he is led alone in spite of himself, and

even he who mealy yearns for yoga he goes beyond the words of
books.

Thus aYogi is purified of all sins, reaches the perfection through many
births and reaches the supreme end.

The yogi is greater than men of knowledge, men of action and men of
austerities. Be thou aYogi.

Of all Yogis, the one who worships me with faith, his innermost self
abiding in me, him I hold to be the greatest, united with me in
Yoga .
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Specialists in fresh
flower mandapams and
decorations for
weddings & special
functions

® PROVIDES AUTHENTIC INDIAN FLOWER
'~ GARLANDS / JAI MALAS
® PROVIDES DOLI / PALKI WITH FRESH
| .~ FLOWER DECORATIONS
® PROVIDES HORSE, BUGGY,
.~ CAR DECORATIONS

; o
1668 Victoria Park Ave. Lawrence AveE. | <

(2 Block North of Eglinton) = =

: Princess Plaza o

_ Princess Plaza A - ©
North York, ON. Canada, L3R 6M7 : 2
: ' ' Eglinton Ave.E. S

~ (416) 288-1419
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P. KAYILASANATHAN

B.A. (CEY) LLB. (CEY)
Barrister & Solicitor
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Letters to the editor

QOur Vision is Focused on our
Kids’ Future

V. Nantheeswarar P. Eng.

Our vision is to focus on our
youth’s future in North America, since
they are the very individuals who are
going to preserve our culture in North
America. Today our kids are living in a
multicultural society and they are
influenced by the modernized society.
They are at the crossroads of their lives.
The decisions we make now will yield
fruits for the rest of their lives. So our
vision should be focused on our kids by
promoting our cultural and Saiva
Siddhanta philosophy while raising them
to become responsible citizens of
Canada.

Culture is an identity of people.
It is a specific type of human activity.
Tamil culture is the combination of arts,
science, philosophy, and religion. Sir.
C. P. Ramasamy Aiyar says that:

% Art is wonder at life

% Science is curiosity about life

<+ Philosophy 1s an attitude

towards life

& Religion is reverence for life
As you know, Tamil culture is one of the
most ancient and living cultures in this
universe. The Tamil society has had the
good fortune of being influenced by the
work of our forefathers, social
reformers, scholars, philosophers and
writers drawn from various faiths.

According to the concept of
Saivaism, God is nameless, formless,
and beyond reach of thought, word and
corporal senses. Saiva Siddhanta is
liberal in outlook and tolerant in all
forms and grades of religious worship.
It believes in graded forms of worship to
suit the cultural and religious levels of
the various groups and even individuals.

OEUHE - BUUEG 2000

There is a theory that billions of
years ago, the universe started from a big
explosion (Super Nova) in space-time
environment. Today scientists accept
this theory. Our Saiva Siddhanta
principal says, “Siva created the universe
from the beating of his hand drum”, i.e.
Universe originated from sound or
“Natham™. Nowadays, our kids believe
in the modernized world and they are
reluctant to take Saiva Siddhanta
philosophy seriously. Our basic ideas of
Saiva philosophy can be seen through
the concepts of modern science.

Since 1996, Canada Hindu
Maamantram is publishing a bilingual
journal “Saivaneethi”.  This journal
brings articles of Tamil c¢ulture and
Saiva Siddhanta philosophy in Tamil
and English. It is the time for us to think
and provide a new perspective way In
providing the Tamil culture and Saiva
Siddhanta philosophy in the form of
short stories.  These stories should
explore the ideas of links between
modern sciences and the basic principles
of Tamil culture and our religion.

So we are seeking the help and
co-operation from our teachers, scholars,
Saiva devotees, Hindu priests, and
temple authorities to help us to lead our
kids in the right direction. They are the
front-runners of our culture and religion
in future. One of our goals and ambition
is to see that “Saivaneethi” publication
needs to become our kids’ journal, for
them to explore the ideas and principles
of Tamil culture and Saiva Siddhanta
philosophy. Thus younger generation
will appreciate the greatness, and
richness of our culture and religion, and
create a way for them to adapt Tamil
culture and Saiva practices in their daily
life.

“Service to people is service to god”
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