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FOREWORD

The status of folklore as a marker of *cultural and
social identity and as an important part of the spiritun!
heritage of nations and all mankind has been greatly enlmnced
during the past iwenty vears. In retrospect this perrod may
be viewed as the second wave of traditional culture making
its impact on world culture at large, the first wave beinz
the breakihrough of folklore into western civilization in the

late 18th and the early roth centuries. The second wave has
throughout- been a global one in its origin and impact. The

role of folklore, in the broad sense of the word, has been

to emphasise local eultural values, social and national identitics
as a counterweight to the sweeping cultural changes which tend.
to undermine the values inherent in more traditional lifestyles.
Folklore must also be made part of world, culture by diss-
eminating the best products of folkloric creativity.

The process of safeguarding folklare continues at Unesco-
Member states have taken part in a meeting of the 2 Special
Committee of Govermmental Experts, held at Unesco H2ad-
quarters in Paris in June 1987 to discuss and prepare generqf
international regulations in the safeguarding of folkllore. The
Unesco process for the safeguarding of folklore is probably
the most authoritative statement of the value of folklore an’
traditional culture the world has seen.
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Conservation' of folklore is a part of the. above process.
It is concerned with documentation regarding Sfolk ftraditions
and its object is, in the event of the non - utilization or
| development of such traditions, to give researchers and tradi
tion bearers access to data enabling them to undersiand the
process through which tradition evolves and changes. The
Unesco Committee -recommends the establishment of a network
of archives. where the information and doecuments collected
could be stored. It is also necessary to creal ' museums
where folklore will be exhibited, to develop museums of
foiklore or the folklore sections in the multidisciplinary
museums and to establish data or archives centres.. - :

Dr Elayathamby, Balasundaram a trained folklorist in our
Department of Tamil, is responding to thes> developments and
by bringing out his monsgrap’ entitled *Folk Music: Nature and
_ Use A Study He hails from Batticaloa, a treasur house of Tamil
folklore and he has worked on the fa-!k songs of that dis?
rict for his doctoral dissertation. This dissertation, written
in Tamil, had been published in Madras in 1979. He had
been to South India, to Mosow and tothe U. S. A. Awhere he
enhanced his research methodology. He has been attached to
the University of Jaffna from 1984 and he has edited
Kaathavaraayan Naadagam (1986), a folk drama of Jaffna
region. i

The author has divided his book into seven chapters
The first two chapters, dealing with the origin and dzvelopment
of felk music and its classification, treat folk song and folk
music and serve as introduction to the main body of the

work. Chapter seven deals with folk musical instruments with
special reference to the Tamil tradition. There are two short
chapters on the folk singer and the folk musical formulas.
The Iatter chapter deals with what are sometimes called
Nonsense Syllable lines and this category needs special
altention for further research.
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= 7le most substaniive portion in this book is the jifik
: Chapter dealing with the peculiarities “of foik miusic. Under
standa-ly, this chapter covers almost a quarter of the beok.
Regarniinz the nature of folk music this is the core chapter.
This chaoter embodies many valuable insights and findings-
of - author. He also points out research undertaken i
Sout? India to demonstrate the inﬂuence_ of folk music on
Cernatic music and appeals for further fruitful research
The third 'ckapter ~ the second longest chapter in th,

bock is with the 'function of folk music. The broad
growslioo of the author in Tamil folk songs in relation i,
socic! ond cultural enviropment comes to light in this chapier’

s

“he author has utilised his deep knowledge of Batti-
caioe joik songs to focus on folk music. He has utilised
she writings of modern folklorists and ethno - musicologists
10 give . proper perspective and then studied Tamil folklore
in thot perspective. Though not @ pioneer in the study of
Tamil jfolklore, Dr. Balasundaram®s work marks a definte
atvance in Tanil folkloristics. Let us hope that his work will
usher in a new era in Tamil folkloristics. If a translation of
this hook appears in English or, some other ' Internaitionat
lanzieaze, it will surely aenefit internatinaal  folklorists

Deportment of Tamil, : Prof. A. Veluppillai.
Univers'ty of Jaffna.
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