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1

HISTORY AND DEVELOPMENT

1.1. Brief History

The majority of the Hindus in Sri Lanka practise Saivism
andit can be traced to antiquity. At the All World Hindu
Conference heldin 1982, Hon. Justice S. Sharvananda,
who was then a Judge of the Supreme Court of Sri
Lanka (and later rose to be the Chief Justice of Sri Lanka
from 29th October, 1984 to 21st February 1988),
traced the history and development of Hinduism in Sri
Lanka. Full copies thereof are circulated to the
participants.

Furthermore, Sri Lankan scholars in Saiva Siddanta
literature have made significant contributions to Saiva
Sitthantha thoughtin Sri Lanka. Copies of an article on
this aspect written by Shri N. Murugesa Mudaliyar on
the occasion of the said World Conference in 1982 are
circulated to the delegates of this conference.

There have been several architects of Hindu heritage in
Sri Lanka. Copies of an article by R. N. Sivapragasam,
Editor of the "Hindu Organ" on the same occasion are
also presented at this Conference. The role played by
Sri La Sri Arumuga Navalar, Shri Yogaswami (whose
followers were Shri Subramaniya Swami of Hawaai and
Lord Soulbary's son) and a galaxy of individuals from
Sir Pon Ramanatham Sir Pon Arumachaam to Saiva
Periyar Sivapathasuntharam and Sir Kanthiah
Vaithianathan are significant.

1.2. UNIQUE FEATURES

When tracing the history of Hinduism in Sri Lanka, the
following unique features need to be highlighted.

@ Reference to practice of Saivism in Ramayana.
There have been several references in
Ramayana to Ravana being a Saivite and of his
worship of Lord Shiva.
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® Pre-historic records reveal that there were
five (5) Eeswarams for Lord Shiva, namely
Rameswaram, Thiruketheeswaram,
Thirukoneswaram, Munneswaram and
Naguleswaram. Except for Rameswaram in
India, the other 4 Eeswarams are in Sri Lanka
and it is also said that there was
Thanthonteeswaram in North Central Sri
Lanka and Chandrasekaram Siva Temple in
Dondra in South Sri Lanka. Historians record
that the Chandrasekeram Siva Temple was
built by Vijaya and it was destroyed by the
‘Portuguese.

® Naguleswaram is in the North,
Thirukoneswaram is in the East,
Thiruketheeswaram and Munneswaram are
on the West and Chandrasekaram was in the
South, Saint Thirumoolar in his
Thirumanthiram refers to this country as
"Sivapoomi", meaning the land of Lord Shiva.

@ History also records that even a number of
Sinhalese kings who ruled various parts of
Sri Lanka had constructed a number of Hindu
Temples. However, the arrival of the
Portuguese, followed by the Dutch the
destruction of a number of Hindu Temples
commenced.

@ The role blayed by Sri La Sri Arumuga
Navalar who was the champion of the Hindu
Renaissance in Northern Sri Lanka in the
latter part of the 19th century is significant
as recorded by Hon. Justice Sharvananda
in his Article referred to above. He studied
Bible and translated it into Tamil. However
he made his fellowmen to realize that they
should not be allowed to be converted as
Christians.

® Establishment of a Chair for Hindu Civilisation.
Itis said that itis only in a University in Sri
Lanka, namely Jaffna Uni\xcrsity that there is
a separate Chair for Hindu Civilisation.
Teaching of Hinduism - Hinduism is being
taught to all the Hindu children in all the
Government schools.

® First World Hindu Congress in Sri Lanka was
held in 1982 and the next world Hindu
Congress is to be held form the 2nd to the 7th
May 2003 in Sri Lanka.

. PROBLEMS

2.1.1 We cannot centend with the above si gnificant
achievements because of the sufferings and
problems faced by Hindus in Sri Lanka
particularly from 1983.

2.1.2 Architects of Hinduisms in Sri Lanka (from
Sri La Sri Arumuga Navalar and Sir Pon
Ramanathan to Sir Kanthiah Vaithianath an)
built Te nples and schools and saved our
traditions.

2.1.3.Several of our Temples and schools were
destroyed or damaged during the last two
decades.

2.1.4.Although Hon. V. Radhakrishnan Provincial
Minister of Education and Hindu Religious
Affairs of Central Province in Sri Lanka
referred to the problems caused by caste
system in the plantation areas it must be
mentioned that such situation has almost
ceased to exist in the North-East. Although
this issue is largely social and not religious we
agree that it need be eradicated.

DESTRUCTION OF HINDU TEMPLES

* During the war over the last two decades, a
number of Hindu Temples were damaged and
a report prepared by the Hindu Religious
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Ministry of the Sri Lankan Government is also
circulated. In the North-East province alone
1479 temples were damaged and total costs
of repairs estimated were more than Rs.283
Million. This is only in respect of the Temples
in the North and East, registered with the
Ministry. Several other Temples in the North-
East and a large number of temples in the other
seven provinces were also damaged.
Although a number of Temples have been
renovated, some with the financial assistance
form the State partly and the others by
worshippers, the historic temple at Mannar,
namely Thiruketheeswaram is still being
renovated. The Thiruketheeswaram Temple
Restoration Socicty has estimated that it will
need a further sum of Rs. 62 million to
complete all the restoration, as the Army had
destroyed all the buildings around the temple,
and the place was deserted. The
Thiruketheeswaram Temple Restoration
Society is in the process of constructing
quarters for priests and staff and also madam
for pilgrims. The consecration ceremony is
scheduled to take place on the 14th June,
2003. Copies of our memoranda on these
matters are also circulated.

2.5.

HUMANITARILANSERVICES

The All Ceylon Hindu Congress, a Federation
of Hindu Religious Associations and Trusts
have been extending humanitarian services to

. Hindus affected by the war. Among those
who suffered significantly, are a number of
Hindu children who were rendered orphans
due to the death of their parents. The All
Ceylon Hindu Congress took steps to
establish a Hostel at Colombo Hindu College,
Ratmalana, and about 100 boys and 14 girls
are being maintained by the All Ceylon Hindu
Congress.

At the same time the All Ceylon Hindu
Congress has been assisting the following
institutions in the North and East :-

s Batticaloa YM.H.A. (in constructing Sri
Vipulanathar Home for Elders).
5 Yogar Swami Thiruvadi Nilayam (Elders

Home) Kilinochchi

® Mahadeva Ashram Kilinochchi (Orphanage
for needy children)

. Iniya ValvaIllam Mullaitivu (institution looking
after the blind)

2.3, DISPLACED
Our services are financially supported by Manitha
A large number of people have been Neyam Trust also.
displaced due to the war situation in the North
and East, and a good number of them are ~ 2.6. EDUCATION
internally displaced and others have
emigrated. We have helped displaced Hindu children have suffered because of the
persons and refugees in numerous ways. discriminatory treatment meted by the
successive governments in Sri Lanka in respect
24. SUFFERINGS OF HINDUS of admissions to the Universities. A number
of schools in the North-East were destroyed
All Ceylon Hindu Congress has from time to during the war. Furthermore Hindu Schools
time submitted memoranda and issued have been receiving all step-motherly treatment
statements on the problems faced by the from the State and the Provincial Councils. A
Hindus in Sri Lanka. Copies thereof are also number of schools have no teachers to teach
circulated. These show the problems faced Hinduism. Non-Hindus have been appointed
by Hindus and humilation meted out to Hindu as Principals of some schools where the
Priests. majority of students are Hindus.
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2.7. UNETHICAL CONVERSION When the other religions groups are funded

by their foreign counterparts we do not

Making use of the poverty of poor Hindus ;
& P 4 OLH receive such financial assistance, Most of our

certain foreign funded institutions are engaged

in unethical conversion activities. We have donors have suffered as the victims of the
been protesting against the same. While we unfortunate incidents in Sri Lanka. Hence the
recognize the fundamental right of thought support of the International Hindu Community
conscience and religion we have been urging, 1s welcome to pursue our social welfare
and I_{on. T .Maheswaran, Hindu Religious projects.
Affairs Minister of the Central Government
has de.mded, to leg1§late against proselytism/ V. KAILASAPILLAI KANDIAHNEELAKANDAN
unethical conversion of people from one

PRESIDENT HONY. GENERAL SECRETARY

religion to another by the use of force or

allurementor by fraudulent or unethical means. ALL CEYLON HINDU CONGRESS

2.8. NEED OF FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

(FEDERATION OF HINDU RELIGIOUS

We have been rendering our services with - ASSOCIATIONS
limited financial resources available to us. AND TRUSTS IN SRILANKA)
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