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IN HOHOUR OF A
SAIVA SAVANT

(_K_.S.__Sivakumaran )

In the corpus field of Hinduism the one followed by
most Lankan and South Indian Hindus is Saivaism.
Saivaties worship Lord Siva primarily while the
Vaishnavites pray Lord Vishnu as their primary God.

Among the Lankans who promoted Saivaism during
the British colonial period was an anti-imperialist and
social worker, the late Aarumuga Naavalar. The Lankan
government issued a postal stamp to honour him for many
of his achievements.

Erudite Scholar

As a successor in the Aarumuga Naavalar tradition
was an erudite scholar in Thamil and Saivaism who
passionately followed and promoted the tenets of this
branch of Hinduism particularly in the north of Lanka.
Her speeches here and abroad were deeply appreciated
and mesmerized even non-followers to listen to her
mastery in the Thamil language and her literature pursuit
and of course the precepts of the religion. She was
Thangamma Appacutty (1925-2008). What she has
contributed and her history need a separate account. But
for our purpose this week we shall focus on a publication
launched in Colombo on 09 August 2009. The publishers
Akila Ilankai Hindu Mamantram (All Ceylon Hindu
Congress) in Colombo Fort brought out a very colorful
and neat volume in nine sections with an introduction.
The book has more than 300 Pages including color and
black & White pictures covering almost all aspects of
the subject.

The Vice President of the Congress who lives of the
Yaalpaanam — ‘Senchot Chelvar’ Aaru Thirumurugan
and the Congress attonery, Kanthiah Neelakantan- have
done a good job in the selection of relevant material
available to compile this volume titled Deiva Thiru Magalin
Vaalvum Panikalum (Life & Service of the Divine Noble
Daughter)

In Tellipalai in the North is the famous temple for
Goddess Durga (her other names are Paarvathi, Shakthi,
Kaali, Parameswary and the like).

It was here that ‘Siva Thamil Chelvi Kalanidht
Thangamma Appacutty made her centre of mainfold
social activites and making the uninitiated know the
quintessence of Saivaism illustrating from the rich Thamil
literature of earlier periods. The cover and inside pages
adorn in color the citadel of the centre. A statue of her
was unveiled in the premises on 07 January this year.

Reminiscences

Kanthiah Neelakantan in this volume incorporated
what had been written about the subject in 1984 by
Shnamugasundaram and added material calling articles
from reputed scholars evaluating the role the revered
lady had played in her life, till her demise. The volume
also contains a selection of Ms. Appacutty’s own writing,
colour and black and white photographs and other relevant
details like her reminiscence and the like.

As the President of the Congress V. Kailasapillai
says in his introduction to the volume “Ms Appacuttry
not only spread spiritual fervour among pcople but also
moved with the masses and the oppressed in comforthing
and helping them during [ adverse circumstances. That
was great”

Read this volume for further understanding of
Saivaism and superbly writen essays by scholars in Thamil
who are also known outside the country. There is also
an article in English by R N. Sivapragasam, editor of the
Hindu Organ. His article is titled: Novel Northern Star of
Religious Refulgence.

Perhaps you would like to know the names of the
scholars in Thamil who you might have not heard about
either in the Sinhala or English press? Here they are
without their appellations:

Vasantha Vaithianathan, M. Balakailasanatha Sharma,
S. Sellathurai, R. Jeyaraj, Kumarasamy Somasundaram,
Thirunavukarasu, Kamalanathan Nagalingam
Shanmugalingan, Bhavani Mukunthan, A. Sanmugadas,
Visvanarayana Sharma, Aaru Thirumurugan, Subadas
Vadivambikai, and Rishi Thondunathan,

(Courtesy - Sunday Lakbima - 25.08.2009)
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