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SYNOPSIS

Thamoo Vethanayaki was born in a pious saiva family
famous forsiva puja and traditional saiva temple-and domestic
-rites. She had a sound Tamil educationathome. She had the
fortune of obtaining the servicos of Vidwan. K. Subbaiyapillai, a
student of Madduvil Vetpillai, principal of the Navalar school at
Chidambaram. Her first cousin R. Maruthaiyanar solicited his
services to be brought to (Nellavil). Many were benefltted
Vethanayaki was able to pass the Pandlt exammatlon of the
Madurai Tamil Sangam at the age of 14. She wasemployed as a
primary school teacher in her own maternal uncle's Nadaraja
Vidyalayam, Velanai West.

As far as we know, her first long article appeared in
"Ealakesari”, annual number 1936, entitled "The ideal lady
desired by the Tamilnadu". It was modelled on classical high -
flown style of 'Tiruvika' or Marai malai Adigal. Pandit S.
Kanapathipillai had passed the same Madurai pandit
Examination in 1926, the same year, Both had the previlege of
reading Tamil classics under the same tutor. So, he must have
read, with interest, the above article. Twenty years later, he
made a comment about its style to the present reviewer.
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There was another remote reason for his interest. Velanai
and Madduvil came underthe authority of the Saivakurukkals of
Karanavai. Both villages had matrimonial connections due to
their high orthodoxy. May be there had been a stray thought,
in the mind of an elder of the clan,to propose amarriage
between the two pandits of credit and renown. But the sworn
-batchelor, that Kanapathipillai was, nothing happened.

"Fame, the last infirmity of noble minds", never, never
disturbed the spinster of Nellavil. She continued to live in the
unkind rigorous orthodoxy of her environment, choking her
breath. But there were signs of the dawn of renaissance even in
orthodox Jaffna. The English - educated sections of the elitist group
-those around "Hindu Organ - Inthu sathanam and the more liberal
publishers of "Ealakesari" tried their best to bring the lady into
limelight. Asa religiGusjournal on the road to uphold the Navalar
tradition, Inthu sathanam provided opportunities for her writings
to appear in its pages. We are in great hope that some future
academic would go to the National Archives, Colombo, and delve
into the pages of the Tamil weekly (and some times bi-weekly) to
bring out all her literary products. So, S.Sivapathasundaram, her
Kinsman, had joined "Eelakesari" editorial staff in the late thirties
(1938 ) and perhaps encouraged her to write to represent the
newly - growing group of young women writers.

The diamond that shone outstandingly on the crest of her
golden jewel of articles was the one entitled "Pen makkal
vilangu” ( the Fetter of the woman). It appeared in "Ealakesari”
Annual number, 1938 (pp.101-111). In my opinion, it represents
the youthful refor mist - ray, the staunchest figher for women's
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liberation, that she continued to be throughout her life. Only
spiritual maturity in her late 'fifties mellowed her attitude towards
the social evils. Even the best of modern feminist writers can rival it
initsbalanced and intellectually honestapproach.

The article in "Inthu sathanam, ""Golden Jubilee number, 1939
(pp.32-37) reflects the complete spiritual turn of mind of this 27
year old lady. Itisentitled "The medicine that removes Illusion.
1) "Object”, in Ealakesari" Annual, 1940 (pp.66-68), 2) "0ld
Age" (or 'maturity’initdouble meaning) Siva Thondnpp22-24

"The sigrof welfare" (Mangalyam) Ealakesari, 1951 (pp.22-
24). The souvenir of the Sriganesha Vidyasalai, silver Jubilee
number Punguduthivu 1951(pp.36-40). Shows the signs of
panditamani's influence, after her Saiva Training college. In1957,
appeared the big and deep article. "The Tamil that the master
enjoys” inthe annual pubication of the Manivasagar e sabai
Karainagar, (edited by S. M. K. Vaideeswarakurukkal.)  pp.53-60.
Again, in 1960, the same annual published another serious article,
"Thelightthat shines within" (p.29-33)

Her fame had reached the larger audience of Srilanka. By
1969, The Navalar Sabai, Organized a Navalar conference at Nallur,
and published a souvenir. In it, appeared Vedanayaki's article.
"The culture thatis protected by Kandapuranam.” She followed the
footsteps of Panditamani, who coined the new phrase "Jaffna's
Kandapuranakalacharam". The phrase was poo-pooed by western
educated academics earlier. But they had to be the editor's of this
academic sovenir.

The present editor has collected her writing, with a persohal
flavourinanother section. It begins with her article on her guru
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panditamani whenhe was conferred Doctorate in Literature by the
University of Ceylon. Itappeared in the souvenir of1978. tpp.122-
125) Her eulogy in verse under the title of "May the national
master livelong" appeared in the same issue (pp37-38)

The unique Panditamani Felicitation Volume was published
posthumusly in 1989. It contained Vedamma's article, " Our
Jnana gurumani” (pp.122-125) with quotations from four
upanishads, Brahmasutram, Tirumantram, Thevaram and Siva
Jnana Siddhiyar. " And still 1 gazed and still the wonder grew,
that onesmall head could carryall she knew"

Velanai Saiva Prakasa Vidyasalai published its 110th year
sovenir. As her entire, extended family was associated with that
great village school, her pen created the best picture of it (page
No06)

Thg Editor has given, in appendix 1, her grief - striken
personal reminicerfces when death Extend its tentacles on some of
her dear and near ones. The ast but most unbearable grief was
recorded in Pandit Sithamparapillai memoir, 1991, after the entire
Velanai Saiva commututy went into exile, due to national calamities
and civil war.

In a word, the Editor has done a yoeman service in bringing
out the multi - faceted personality of a unique village school
mistress. He had brought back to the face of the Earth, "A
flower born to blush unseen” He has performed the
workmanship of an adept jeweller in setting up as the cres-
jewel.

* "A gem of purest ray serene, embedded in "The dark
unfathomed cave of the ocean ( borrowed from Thomas Gray)
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