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Always to hand, no refrigeration needed ~ |
NESPRAY can be prepared and served

the moment you need it.

FULL crEAM

POWDERED MIL®
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Yes, this 2'/2-1b. tin of NESPRAY provides
15 pints of good, rich milk — always fresh
and creamy. All you do is add water and .
it's ready — milk at its best! What is more, :
the world famous Nestlé guarantee makes
sure it is bacteriologically pure.

Take Special Care: — Only the best and
purest whole milk is chosen for you by :
Nestlé in the preparation of NESPRAY
FULL CREAM POWDERED MILK. Be
sure to insist on a PURE WHOLE MILK :
product every time you buy Full Cream :
- Powdered Milk, :

Fora free recipe folder write to: Nestlé’s Products
{Ceylon) Ltd.; P.0O. Box 189, Colombo.
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to your water problems
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DOMESTIC PLUMBING

TOWN WATER SUPPLY SCHEME

{ SAMUEL SONS & CO. LTD,,

371, Old Moor Street, Colombo 12, Telephone 23417
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By George Denlow

Prepared to meet the needs of the S.8.C., University Entrance, and the University Student. The
Book contains 175 1I{u=;trauon> A very high standard has been maintained in the reproduction of the
photographs,

The language used throughout is simple and precise with a view to easy comprehension of the
subject matter. p

Questions, Exercises and Subjects for further reading are another feature of this publication.

A very comprehensive Index facilitates reference to the many aspects discussed in this book.

22 Chapters. Over 450 demy 8vo pages printed in clear 10/12 point
Sinhala Mono Type.
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THE MINISTER'S TASK

We congratulate Mr. B. H. Aluvi-
hare on his appointment as Minister
of Education. He assumes office with
the best wishes of all the members of
our Union, We offer him our whole

hearted co-operation and assure him
of our lovalty and our readiness to
assist him in solving the many pro-
blems which must needs confront
him. If he approaches these problems

. with an open mind, with a sense'of

justice, with & determination not to
spare himself inthe cause of educa-
tion and with a_ realisation of the fact
that any system of education must
from its very inception and at every
stage of its development depend ona
contented and satisfied teaching pro-
fession he should have little dilliculty
in solving them. His public life and
his record of service in the political
ficld leave little doubt—- hardly any
really—as to his ability to discharge
his duties as the Minister in charge of
this very important portfolio. We
have reason therefore to look forward
to a period of efficient, fair and just
administration of the education de-
partment and its associated branches,
free from private interest and political
interference,

REVIEW THE PAST

1t will be worth his while to review
the achievement or otherwise of his
predecessor. Mr. Dahanayake realis-
ed more than many others the value
of the denominational school and the
rofe it has played and has still to
play in the life. of the nation’s chil-
dren but he failed 1o realise that the
system must be truly denominational :
that the system must be such that
every child will be able to receive
an education 1n a school of ifs own
religion, Hence he attempted no
solution for the simple reason that he
saw no problem.
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He, however, saw quite clearly that
one of the more pressing problems of
the day was the poor quality of edu-
cation imparted in the 5,000 odd vil-
lage schools scattered throughout the
island, His first task he felt was to
improve these schools and here he
certainly achieved a greal measure of
success, In fact his efforts in this
connection could be regarded as his
greatest contribution during the last
three years to the educational services
of the island.

CONTENTED TEACHERS?

Unfortunately he did not realise
sufficiently that the backbone of any
educational system was a satisfied and
contented teaching profession. In
some instances he gave teachers cer-
tain valuable concessions but some of
these were nullified by his subsequent
actions—at least so it appeared to the
general body of teachers. Both among
government and assisted school teach-
ers there was, rightly or wrongly,
much dissatisfaction in the way in
which certain appointments and pro-
motions were made and certain trans-
fers and dismissals effected. It was
generally felt that there was political
interference in these activities, Wheth-
er this was so or not only a thorough
and impartial investigation would
reveal. Hence as we have done in
the past we demand once more the
appointment of a commission to in-
vestigate the extent to which the ad-
ministration of the education depart-

ment has, during the last three years, -

been contaminated by political inter-
ference. For the present we hope that
M. Aluvihare will allow departmental
officers in whom we generally have
confidence the freedom to attend to
the day to day details of administra-
tion and that he would interfere only
to redress a grievance or remedy an
injustice.

MAIN FEATURES

We would like to see Mr. Aluvihare
taking the first step towards setiing
up an educational system with the
following additional features. To be-
gin with there shounld be a compre-
hensive, exclusive and effective system
of denominational schools so that
each and every child in the island can
be educated in an atmosphere of its own
religion. We offer him the plan sponsor-
ed by the A.C.U.T. for achieving this.
We see no place atall for the non-deno-
minational school in a country like
ours, In spite of our many shortcomings
we are a people deeply attached to our
respective religions. Here in lies the
hope of the future. Education should
capitalise on it. Secondly it was time
that education in Ceylon was adjusted
to suit the abilities of the child and at
the same time was directed to serve the
needs of the country. Thirdly inter-
communal harmony should be one of
the major aims of education in this
country. Fourthly education should
play a distinct role in the national re-
vival contributing to it and at the
same time tempering and sobering it
with an internationalism and an aware-
ness of the fact that we ultimately
belong to the human race,

OUR CO-OPERATION

Finally we would like the new Min-
ister to enquire into the grievances of
the teachers irrespective of language
or race and take early steps to ensure
that the best elements in the country
are not only attracted into the profes-
sion but are also given every induce~
ment to remain in it.

These are a few suggestions we
would Tike to put before our new Min-
ister and in his attempls fo impicment
them we offer him our disinterested
assistance and co-operation,

No. 140 M40



At Rashirapati Bhawan —left to right Mrs. B, K, Imbulana, Mr. Imbulana
and Mr. N. Sabaratnam

TENTH WORLD CONFERENCE

1he Future of the Human Race i

and military leaders but by the teachers
to the light within them or fail to pull

A COURAGEQUS MOVE

The Tenth Woreld Conferenice which
was organised by the National Bduca-
tion Fellowship in Delhi in December
last was the first of its kind to be heid
in Asia, Abour 300 delegates from
different parts of the world assembled
in Delbi in the bracing cold of Decem-
ber te participate in the discussions
which were led by six leading educa-
tionists of the world. The Conference
theme—The Teacher and His Work :
East and West —was broken up into
six areas each of which was entrusted
to one Trainer Lecturer and several
irained Group Leaders. Each group
was limited to about 10 members, so
that each participant had ample Op-
portunity of trying out on other people
his own experience and views.

THE N.E, F.
B L

The New Education Fellowship is a
non-political, non-sectarian internation-
al movement, seeking to unite those
who believe that the problems which
face human society today are basically
problems demanding a new type of

6

their full weight,

education more respousive to the re-
quirements of a changing world, 7t
has laboured persistently and coura-
geously for forty vears to make educa-
tion more creative, more integral, more
humane, less competitive, less tradj-
tion bound and less dominated by a
bookish approach. [t has endeavounred
to draw parents, teachers, administra-
tors, psychologists, doctors, and all
mthers  interested- in children, inlo a
genuine fellowship so that education
may be shaped into a worthy instru-
ment for the full growth of the human
personality.

A TWO-FOLD DIFFICULTY

Mr. K. G. Saiyidain in his presiden=
tial address referred to a two-fold
difficolty educationists had to face.
Firstly, the peed to.ceinterprel such
time-tested  values as  co-operation
amongst nations, charity amongst
groups, love amongst individaais and
Justice for all, into the idiom of the
age and transiate them into appropri-
ate educational and curricular terms.
The second difficnle challenge was how
to build bridges between our profes-

s impertiled not only by power drunk politicians
and educational administrators who are untrue

. Sabaratnam.

sions and praciices. The bridging of
this gulf is in some ways, the basic
task of education. For it was not
merely power-drunk politicians and
military leaders who imperilled the
future of the human race but also
teachers and educational administra-
tors who were either untrue to the
lightin them or failed to pull their
full weight. If teachers were unable
to sow the seeds of understanding and
sanity in schools, if they could not
make children vealize that they were
living in 4 pew kind of world where
fanaticism and exclusiveness of race,
creed and colour were smicidal, surely
they were aiding and abetting the Great
Betrayal,

RIGHT TYFE UF APPROACH

The delegates deemed it a singular
privilege to meet Mr. Nehru the Prime
Minister of India who inaugurated the
Conference and entertained the over-
seas delegates to a splendid party at
hig residence. Mr. Nehru was very
charming and frieadly in conversation
and startlingly original in speech. One
feels that his brain glows when he

THE CEY¥LOMN TEACHER,



develops a point. He called for the
. right typeof approach, both individual
and environmental, to tackle the pro-
blem of education of the community
and help people to get rid of narrow-
ing walls such as ‘a one-track mind’.
He majntained that millions and milli-
_ons of people could not be changed
into better individuals in a mass way.
There had to be on the one hand an
individual “or group approach, as the
N.E.F. was doing, which required a
great deal of care and understanding
combined with affection to train human
beings. On the other hand, changes in
the social and economic structure were
necessary to help in removing many of
the strains from which the people suf-
fered and to see that the hard condi-
tions of life did not make them hard-
ened and develop the wrong urges.
He warned the educationists of the
world against the subversive forces
and factors of the modern state and
modern life that {rustrated their eflorts
.in producing the right type of indiw-
duals, He referred to organised na-
tional communities in the world today
developing a one-track mind which
makes one think that what one’s own
nation says or does is obviously right
and those who disagree with it are
obviously wrong. Commenting on the
teacher-pupil relationship, he said that
a good teacher must learn .from his
pupils and must react to them and
deplored the prevalent craze for put-
ting up big school buildings even in
rural areas. [t was an excellent idea
for the teacher and pupils to sit under
trees and develop an intimate relation-
ship, and quoted his Convocation ad-
dress at Tagore’s Viswabarathi Univ-
ersity which was held recently in a
mango grove at Shantineketan, in
keeping with the education that was
sought to be given there.

S0CIAL PHILOSOPHY

Dr. K. L. Shrimali, Union Minister
of Education, lIndia, advanced the
thesis that a system ef education which
lacked a definite social philosophy
could not lead humanity out of the
present crisis. A democratic society
which upheld the principles of free-
dom, social justice, equality and bene-
volence undoubtedly stood for certain
poetic and constructive ends. He
made a passionate plea that it was the
task of education to inculcate in the
young loyalty to these basic principles.
The teacher was a representative of
the moral aims of the community. He
should therefore realise that his posi-
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tion was not merely that of a thinker
bul was similar to that of a religious
leader or statesmen who strove conti-
nuously for the realisation of those
moral 1deas and social purposes which
enrich the life of the individual while
advancing the cause of good society.
He should examine controversial issues
from different points of view without
shirking the responsibility of stating
his own. If this was considered bias
or prejudice, it was much better for
him to take the risk of being preju-
diced than  evade the issae by any
pretence of neutrality.

LIBERAL ? ILLIBERAL ?

The conference that lasted for ten
days ended with a valedictory address
by President Prasad who called for a
big and revolutionary change in human
outlook. The President said, “If
really a society in which all will be
happy and contented has to be created,
the emphasis has to be shifted from
competition to  co-operation from
acquisition of material property, to
acquisition of a sense of contentment
and happiness. The plenary sessions
were valuable for the summary of the
discussions of the six topics submitted
by the Trainer Lecturers who kept
communication running, both belween
the groups discussing any one parti-
cular area and betwsen the areas to
secure cross-fertilization of the entire

field. . Some of their findings will
prove instructive to readers. Prol.
Lauwerys exploded the myth that

scientific studies were illiberal as some
of the scientisis were the most saintly
men inthe world He maintainedthat the
so-called humanities could be taught in
an illiberal way. There were no liberal
and illiberal subjects ; there were only
liberal or ifliberal ways of teaching.

ARTS MIRROR NAN

The crucial guestion in science
teaching was to develop in the growing
mind capacity to suspend judgment
during observation and experiment.

Dr. Mulk Raj Anand - the spokesman

for the topic—"“Arts in Modern Edu-
cation’ said ““All arts mirror man™.
Drawing, painiing, music and dance
develop the third eye in man—imagi-
nation without which men were scor-
pions and vipers destructive of human
nature. The child must develop orga-
nically and be sensitised to nature.
His group was of the beliel that unless
teachers helped to release the rhythmic
potentialities of the child—in the

teaching of all subjects, they would-be
damaging its development.
ART IS TRUTH

Art is truth, It is not dacoity, Prof.
Ben Morris summed up the good
teacher as a fully developed haman
being. Since he was never a finished
product, he was continually develop-
ing. He pleaded for. a simplification
of Training Coliege courses and greater
freedom for the Trainees who should
be able to share their problems and
anxieties with one another. He des-
eribed the Conference asa model ex~
perience in Teacher-training; in fact
it was a preat discovery of Humanity
by itself. Mr. Mason examined the
major dilemmas in’ educational admin-
istration~=~quality vs. quantity, a na-
tional system of education vs. Problem
of Decentralisation. He condemned
school inspections as such, urged
greater co-operation between the school
and the administration and required
School Heads not to be petly tyranis
bul senior fellow teachers and teachers
to be senior fellow learners.

SPRON'T TEACH

The Gandhian contribution to Edu-
cationwhich found in Mr.G.Ramachaa-
dran an effective exponent attracted a
Jarge numberof Europeandelegates.The
basicconcepl of Gandhiji was summed
up tersely thus, Den’t teach; let the chil-
dren learn through a study of natural
aund social environment and through
productive and creative work. Re-
place text bock centred education by
a life-centred system : knock out the
prevailing policeman’s system of ¢du-
cation. Break down the witless pre-
judices of class and caste. Change the
world, not by merely changing the
outside world but by changing the
world within, the world of man’s mind
and emetion : and that was the educa-
tionist’s domain. ’

A UNIQUE EXPERIENCE

While on the personal level the con-
ference did much to promote true
understanding and friendship across
national and other frontiers, on the
professionalside it meantan enormous
amount of in-service training given
to a laree number of people. Many
an ordinary teacher like the present
writer left Delhi deeply itapressed with
the new trends in thinking that
stressed that teaching was not just a
job but a vocation, a profession involy-
ing heavy responsibilities.
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TRUE CITIZENSHIP THIE
TEACHERS DUTY

“Teachers must evolve sound and com
Jectives of this modern age and the manner

—Nik Cavell.

ASIAN PATTERN ?

No one realizes any more fully than
I do how extremely difficult it is for a
foreigner such as myself to address a
Teachers’ Association. No matter
how sympathetic a foreigner feels to-
wards the multitude of problems
which face this Country today, and I
can asure you that I fee] extremely
sympathetic in this regard, the pro-
blems which face the teaching profes-
sion in this country are so complicated
in their nature that it is difficult to see
the educational road ahead very clear-
ly because it is difficult to see the

future pattern of Asia into which Cey-

lon has to fit.

However, perhaps today it is possi-
ble to discuss very informally the kind
of world which seems to be shaping

up and to go on from there and see

what possibly might be required in the
educational field to enable Ceylon to
take her place in what is most certain-
Iy going to be a new and different kind
of world from the one which we have
known for the last fity vears.

IMPORTANCE OF TEA CHER

There is one fact which emerges,
which I think no one can deny, and
that is that the problems of future
education which are presented to us
today are such that no teacher is likely
tobeidle. Itis an unfortunate fact
that very few countries in the world
today, if any at all, fully realize the
importance of the teacher to the future
of our civilization. Only the most
enlightened minds of our age have
realized the teacher’s importance to
the scheme of things to come. Ungues-

Speech dzlivered by Nik Cav=
ell, the Canadian High Commis-
sioner in Ceylon, af the Annualt
General Meeting of the Colombo
Teachers’ Association.
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tionably the teacher should enjoy a
higher prestige in the scheme of things
than he usually does,

Itis to the teacher that we entrust
our children during their most forma-
tive years and that means that it is to
the teacher that we entrust the kind of
citizen we are likely to have during
what is undoubtedly one of the most
complicated and difficult periods of
world history,

RESPONSIBILITIES

And so today I would like to talk
10 you about some of the responsibili-
ties of teachers, not only here in Cey-
lon but in all countries of the world,
because today in the overall picture
We can no longer live country by coun-
Iry unto itself. The reactions of coun-
tries one upon the other in matters of
international disputes, world trade,
international boundaries, international
sea and air control, and so on, are so
important and so vital to peace and
orderly government that only highly
educated citizens can guide us all
through this maze of complexity in
such a manner that world peace can
be maintained. The production of
such citizens is elearly the responsibi-
lity of the teaching profession. The
collective responsibility of teachers
seems at last to have been recognized
in the United Nations by the work
which has been done and is being done
by the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization,
or as we always refer to it by
UNESCO,

TRANSITION !
———

It seems to me that the responsibi-
lity of the teacher, important as it is
everywhere, is greater still when we

come to examine the requirements of

most of the South and South-East
Asian countries. All these countries

prehensive views on education as it befits the ob-
in which their countries propose to fit into it.’'

are in a state of transition. Their
people for the most part are moving
from many vears of colonial rule to
the establishment of governments
which will give effect to their national
aspirations, resurrect their own inher-
ent cultures, and generally evolve into
nations with the inward consciousness
of the realization of all their hopes as
free people and of their long pent-up
desire to live their lives in their own
way, in accordance with their own
deeply ingrained religious and philoso-
phical in¢linations.

NEW CONCEPTS

All this obviously makes the task of
the teaching profession extremely diffi-
cult, It means the . adoption of new
concepts, new forms of expression and
it also means that the teacher must
take the best media that he can find
and incorporate it into what he feels
it is vital to teach. This in turn means
that teachers must evolve sound and
comprehensive views on education as
it befits the objectives of this modern
age and manner in which their coun-
tries propose to fit into it.

POVERTY ?
—

Let us look for a moment at what
some of these objectives are likely to
be. 1Ithink the first problem which
arises in most of our minds is that of
poverty. None of the South-East
Asian nations is wealthy. For the most
part the people of South-East Asia are
living marginally and in most coun-
tries the accepted way of improving
these conditions i3 to adopt more
industrialization, to grow more food,
and to find ways and means of creat-
ing more employment.

TECHNICAL EDUCATION

In almost all these countries, includ-
ing Ceylon, there are now new plans

THE CBYLON TEACHZAR,



tor all this development. These plans
call for g very large increase in the
existing facilities for purely technical
education, and one of the great pro-
blems which will face the teaching
-profession is not only how to provide
all the technicians which will be re-
T quired, but also to decide how to com-
bine purely technical education with
those other educational factors neces-
sary to produce a whole man, the man
whose education is broad enough to
enable him not only to make his con-
tribution in a purely technical way
but also politically and philosophi-
_ cally.

NATIONAL CULTURE

There is another problem which
faces the teaching profession in Cey-
lon and in fact in the whole of South
and South-East Asia. As I said just
now, most of the countries in this
region are in the same position as
Ceylon. For roughly ten years they
have been on their own. No longer
do they have to look to others for
their own development, that develop-
ment is now entirely in thejir own
hands, but through the last few hun-
dred years of their history many cul-
tures have descended uwpon them, in
many cases instituting conflicting pat-
terns, and their remnants are still
there and to some extent are still con-
fusing the issues which they now must
face. Each of these countries, and
perhaps particularly Ceylon, must now
begin to develop its own national cul-
ture. Only by doing so can it produce
a national unity in which all its eiti-
zens can whole-heartedly participate

*_ and feel pride in so doing.

NO ARROGANCE

This pride in our own national cul-
ture is extremely important, but it is
also something about which we must
all be very careful. We must never

become arrogant about it. What, for
instance, is ideal for the citizens of my
own country, Canada would not be
ideal at all for the development of the
culture of Ceylon ; but that does not
mean, and must never mean, that we
feel especially righteous or especially
pleased with ourselves because we do
things in a certain way which happens
to suit us. It must be the right of
every country for its citizens to do
things in the way which happens to
suit thems.

March—April, 1960

INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM

I think perhaps that the most im-
portant thing which has developed as
the world has made progress from bar-
barism towards civilization, is the
recognition of this fact of the right,
first of individuals and then of collec-
tions of individuals, to live their own
lives in their own way. This is the
whoie basis of the democratic way of
life, founded on the sanctity of human
personality, and here let us not get
confused by names and titles. What
one part of the world today calls demo-
cracy is not what other parts think it
to be, so let us keep before us this
ideal of the freedom of the individual
and his right to develop in his own
way, and let that be our yard-stick
rather than some name or title which
means different things fo different
people,

SOUND ARCHITECTURE

Apart altogether from what might
be considered the routine responsibi-
lity of the teacher, the profession has
another great responsibility towards
overall teaching. Let us take fora

moment the development of sound
architecture. Here in Ceylon, for ins-
tance, as one moves about the country
one can see the influence of several
cultures, but what one cannet yet see
is a rising architectural conecept which
expresses the feelings of the Ceylonese
people. Tam not now referring to
purely religious architecture. 1 am
thinking more of the new buildings
which will be erected here in the years
to come. Are they to have some spe-
cial characteristic which brings out the
pride of the Ceylonese in their own
architectural motif or are they to con-
tinuc to be just copies of what other
countries have done ? :

MUSIC, DANCING

Likewise in the field of music. Is
there lying just under the surface of
musical expression in this country
something which 1s essentially Sinha-
lese ? These are questions which can
only be answered in the long rum by
the teaching profession, which must
always be on the watch for the talented
individual bursting with the desire to
give expression to what he feels asa
Ceylonese.

CEYLON'S CONTRIBUTION

If such individuals are found, drawn
out and developed by the teaching
profession, I am sure Ceylon has a
great contribution to make to the tota-
lity of the world’s art and culture.
Already a beginning has been made by
giving at least some parts of the world
a glimpse of the long tradition of Sin-
halese dancing. My own country was
recently enchanted by the group of
Sinhalese dancers which went there,
and the same troupe is now again in
North America. But dancing is only
one form of national art and expres-
sion, and it is the responsibility of the
teaching profession of this country to
develop all the possibilities which I am
sure are inherent inthe people of Ceylon.

EXOTIC ISLAND

Here you have perhaps the most
exotic Island in the world and living in
such surroundings will give rise to all
kinds of artistic expression if the right
encouragement is provided, and that
must come from the teaching profes-
sion whose job is to mould the minds
of future citizens.

Iam glad to see all vou teachers
assembled here today in an Associa-
tion, because not only is such as Asso-
tiation necessary to proteect your own
interests but it is vital that you asso-
ciate together to consider the necessi-
ties of your very vital profession.

TEACHERS' DUTIES

As educational experts it is your duty
to keep up-to-date with the new field
of educational techniques which is be-
goming so important. The part which
the motion picture is going to play in
the future of education is very consi-
derable. Likewise that of the gramo-
phone record, the audio-visual film
and film strip and many other new
techniques which are going to be avail-
able to you. All these must be consi-
dered and evaluated and brought into

-use if teaching in this country is to be

kept up-to-date and vital,

1 should, I think, apologize for hay-
ing dared to come before you at all
today to talk about your profession, [
hope you will understand that it has
not been my intention to attempt to
tell you how you should accomplish
your task but enly to try to put bhefore
you some small part of what I think
that task to be, and I would like fo
conclude by wishing you all individual
and collective success. :



Helen is an at-
tractive lady. Her
beauty and charm
and the attention
she receives has
made her look at
the golden rule in
reverse. She feels
that she must get
the best out of the Union’s activity without ,making any
contribution herself. After all everything the.Union gets
for its members in the way of salary increases and other
benefits she also enjoys. Hence the very practical but
selfish question  ““Why join?”  She has however,
noticed recently a change in the attitude of other teachers
to her. She has begun to realise that seifishness has a
stench and that she probably stinks. She realises that
she has been hitch-hiking on the Uniod. She is sad as
she has come to know that she is in secret called ““Helen
the hitch-hiker.”

FESSION
 WITH THEM &

UNHAPPY JOE

Joe is a highly qualified teacher, drawing a high salary
as far as teachers’ salaries go. His wife toois a wage
carner, Bul heis not happy. He has begun to realise
that his misery is due to the fact that he has never done
anything for others without remuneration. For instance

P 3 he has done nothing to raise

the status of his profession
and thus encourage worthy
people to join it. He is
beginning to see that only
by being an active member
of the A.C.UT. he can help

to build the profession. He
has decided to apply for
enrolment. It takes some

people a long time to realise
their duties to their fellow
workers !




CLARA AND HER BOOKS
; Clara is an ompi-

vorous reader. She
generally buys all she
wishes to read and
thus spends about
Rs. 25/- per month on
books. She could af-
ord to do this as cir-
cumstances have forc-
ed her to take a vow
of “scholastic celi-
bacy”. With what
others pay as Union
fees, she argues, she
could buy a few more
o books. Qur president
“had a long chat with her. He is good at figures and so he
was able to make her realise that by not joining the Union
she was saving about Rs, 12/- per year. He conceded that
she could buy a few cheap books for that amount. But
Union membership would secure for her 103 discount
on all purchases in all book shops. Thus she would be
able to buy more books than she was buying. Moreover
she would be helping to strengthen the Union.

* What is more sbe would be entitled t» all the privileges

of Union membership.
SARATH KNOCKED OUT

Sarath has lost his
first battle. He is hu-
miliated, A sense of
frustration is creeping
over him. He was a
teacher in a provin-
cial school and was
summarily;and unjust-
ly dismissed. g He de-
manded an inquiry
which was held in due
course but he had no :
experienced Union official to represent him and watch
his interests. Sarath was mot a Union man. In fact
~ he always felt that the Union was of no value. At this
_inquiry Sarath was easily ‘“‘out-manoeuvred” by the
Manager. Sarath wilted under cross examination.
He made slip after slip and eventually slipped up com-
pletely. He had a good case but failed to present it.
Union membership would have provided him with an
experienced representative free of charge. Sarath isa
sadder but a wiser man. He envies Uinion member Nimal
in the adjacent town. = Now to hear Nimal’s story

UPPER CUT FOR MANAGER

g . Nimal had been a
Union = member for

he joined a ‘‘better”
school. His new mana-
/ ger, a wealthy and in-
ooy flyential man, was one
who had practically
s made a hobby of hir-
ing and firing teachers,
There was no teachers’
—— Union in the area.
Nimal tried to start
one, The teachers

some time. Last year”

were not interested. What could a Union do against
influential Managers? In due course Nimal too was
fired. He was still a Union member. Hence he ap-
pealed to the Union. An experienced Union member
represented hinu at the Inquiry. The Manager presented
his case. Then came the cross examination. Things
were not going the Manager’s way. Past unjust dismissals
were being brought to light. Discretion soon proved the
better part of valour. The Manager pleaded for per-
mission to withdraw the charges, Nimal was exonerated.
The teachers in the neighbourhood stood aghast. This
had never happened before, We’ll form a branch union
they said, and form one they did.

SUMANA THE SUPERIOR

Sumana was a bright
young spark. At first
~ she joined the Union
and was an active
member, Some time
later she married a
Civil Servant. Her
attitude to the tJnion
changed. Wives of such distinguished men could not
allow themselves to be contaminated with Trade Union
activities. Hence she ceased to be a member. After a
few years she decided to retire from the teaching profcs-
sion. She needed the Union’s advice and assistance but
the Union could not help a non-member still less one who
had begun to treat the Union with contempt. Sumana was
frantic. She met with all sorts of bureaucratic delays.
She rues the day she left the Union. She will eventually
be able to retite but Union membership would have
saved her so much time and trouble,

JAMES THE MISER

James is a teacher i
Colombo. He felt his
fifteen rupees could be
saved instead of paying
Union fees. Suddenly
he found that he was
in danger of losing his
job. The staid, sober,
calculating James be-
came frantic. He dash-
ed to the A.CU.T.
Officewith allthe speed

of one doing the 100 metres. The Union could do nothing
for him as he was not a member. Still Union Officials
did not send him hurrying elsewhere. They could not let
another teacher down. They advised him on the course
of action to be taken, The advice was sound, it was
effective, above all it was gratuitous. He swears he will
be a Union member from now en.

There is no reference at all here to any person living
or dead.



THE TEACHING OF ART

CONTACT WITH REALITY

The first and the foremost task is to
take the necessary steps to rid the child
of all fears of the Art teacher. The
teacher-pupil relationship must be so
friendly as to inspire the ¢hild to love
and observe his surroundings. The aim
of this readiness to draw is more or
less to re-establish the child’s contact
with his own child reality which the
teacher can bring to life by appealing
to the child’s own world of fantasy.

NO SPECIFIC SUBJECT

The teacher should not resort to giy-
ing his pupils formal lessons which
may not give scope for creative origi-
nality. Hence copying of objects whe-
ther they are natural or artificial is of

no significance. Asa matter of fact,
such representations of objects cannot

bring about a feeling of reality in.

pupils. An enthusiastic Art Teacher
does not prescribe even a specific sub-
ject to be drawn, for the fact that it is
not his intention to make all his pupils
artists. The good teacher always guides
them to draw what their natural ten-
dencies suggest to them or what is
hidden in their personalities. It should
be borne in  mind that children have
vivid memories of what they have seen,
heazd and felt and also they can retain
those memories to an appreciable ex-
tent. Hence the teacher must encour-
age the pupil to develop and to retain
the power of seeing vivid mental pic-
tures. This will help to stimulate
thought, understanding and imagina-
tion,

IMMEDIATE SURROUNDINGS

No teacher can ignore the child’s
power of imagination and also hisima-
ginative way of seeing things. The
child is a keen observer and is quite
capable of grasping characteristics of
things and of persons. Therefore, the
subject matter for his lessons should be
from his immediate surroundings which
include the home, the school, games
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and amusements, occupations and other
events. In conducting Art Classes the
pupils should be given full freedom of
activity. It is the sympathetic guidance
and sincere encouragement that the
child needs most. No matter what the
child draws providing the whole per-
sonality of the child dwells on the acti-
vity of drawing. Perhaps he may see
men with green faces or houses with
transparent walls in his drawings. Such
drawings will have to be accepted for
the mere reason that each boy or girl
has something to express'and the urge
to express needs no rules.

“My primary aim will be to set
up a system of edocation in this
country as efficient as any in any
other part of the world. The teach-
ers are the trustees of this objective
and [ look forward to the fullest co-
operation from them',—B, H, Alu-
vihare, Minister of Education,

FREE TECHNIQUES

Besides complete freedom in the
selection of subject matter and the full
display of imaginative interpretation,
the stress shonld be laid on the power
of using colours. It is not advisable
to limit the range of colours. Nor is
1t necessary to impose upon them any
cut and dry method of painting. Let
children discover easy going free tech-
niques of their own. Encourage the
pupils to experiment with theif own
modes of drawing and to enjoy the
pleasure of accomplishment,

NO FACILITIES

One of the common obstacles that
the Art Teacher has to get over is the
dearth of spacious rooms, for teaching
Art in Schools. Few of our classrooms
have enough light, suitable desks and
chairs, easels and so on. But the able
teacher should not be disheartened by
sucl short-comings and should get the

-~ Victor Karunaratne.

pupils to use the floor, walls and even

his own table as necessary supports on
which they can place their drawing
papers.

PSYCHOLOGICAL APPROACH

The child’s habit of drawing things
on a small scale must be discouraged
and he should be constantly induced to
use fairly big sheets of paper on which
he can draw his pictures distinctively
and to a large scale. Tiny drawings
may cause restraint upon his persona-

lity when he attempts fo expresses what
he feels in him. The teachers in the

Post Primary Schools need not foliow

the methods employed in teaching art
in Technical schools. His approach to
the subject in this school should be
purely psychological. Therefore he
should try to cultivate among his pupils
good taste for creative activity and to
help them to understand and appreciate
contemporary art.

NO IMITATION

Finally, we need neither inculcate
any particular style nor any specific
mode of drawing and painting in our
pupils. The conventional drawings of
our past traditions, however inspiring,
do not have to be copied. What we
should gather from our amcient Arts
and Crafts is the b