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Chief Minister's Secretariat,
Trincomalee

Memsage
Hon. A, Varatharajaperumal

Chifef Minister
North-Easi Province.

The Tamil Speaking People and more particularly the student
community had looked forward to having a4 School of Agriculture
to call their own. The Government of Nopth-East Provinece was
commitied to fulfilling this aspiration. With the inavguration of
the School of Agriculture at Vavuniya on 27Tth September, 1989
this aspiration is realised. Located as it is in the Norlh-East
Province, it will develop in harmony with the social and agri-
cultural environment. The sentiments of the people are honoured
when instruction is imparted in their own land in their own
lunguage. The School will evolve as a focal point of rescarch
and  education.

In the cwrent context agriculture should march in step with
modern scientific knowledze, Production level in the North-East
Province are high enough at present to generate a surplus. But
what is ecrucial is to enhance productivity in order to increase
the agricultura]l income of the farmer. The farming community
should be induced to realise that the benefits of agricultural
cffort would preclate to them in a real sense,

Through the mechanism of pricing, the Government of MNorth-
Fast Province will enhance the purchasing power of the farmers.
The stimulus to increasec production should flow from such
action.

The School of Agriculture wouald undertalke adequate studies
to solve problems and to help in modernising agriculture, Tt is
cssentizl that the students should have adequate practical orien-
tition to buttress their academic training. This blend of theory
und practice should pervade the cwrriculum of the schaol,

I trust the school will discharge the noble task of extending
the frontiers of knowledge in the sphere of agriculture, May 1
siy the Goverment of the North - East Province places a high
premiuvm on agriculture and livestock development.

[ look forward to the School of Agriculture, Vavuniya
making its contribution towards the good life of the people,

I am sure the school will meet with all SUCCess,
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Ministery 'of Lands and Agriculture,
Trinenmalee

Mesnage
Hon, C. M. .Ganesalingam

Minisicr of Lands and Avricultuie

As  Minister of Lands and Agriculture it gives me great
pleasure in issuing this. message of felicitation today on  this
historic occasion of inaugurating the Schoal of Agriculture at
',"-"a‘.runij.ra' Fpr the students of MNorth - East Province.

As far as the Worth - East Province is concerned, for the
last four decades it has been subject to nepligence and for the
last one decade it has been subject to destruction and despair.
On the threshold of 20st century, recanstruction activities of our
Region and the Development activities of our Nation are intert-

wined.

In this respect, with a view to develop and improve the
economic growth of our region, we are bound to pay greater
attention to the field of agriculture. In the present context, it
becomes very essentinl that this Tield should be modermised to
increase production of food and livestock, Thus we could
achieve self suffigiency in our food requirements. The School
of Agriculture that is being inaugurated today, by introducing
modern methods of teaching and activities in the ficld of agri-
culture and allied spheres, will achieve jonce again the fame
“Morth — Bast is the Granary of Sri Lanka".

On behalf of my Ministry and myself, T wish tn express
my deep gratitude to all those who had assisted in  this good
deed of inaugurating this School. [ thank the Honourable A.
Varatharnja Perumal, the Chief Minister, North — East Province
for giving me encouragement and un-stinted co-operation in this
regard. While expressing my gratitude to the Central Govern—
ment Minister of Agriculture, Food and Co-operative, Honourable
Lalith Athulathmudali, for having enabled us, under the devolu-
tion of power to reactivate the Karadiyan Aru and Vavuniya
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Agricultural Schools, I Cannot also, at the sametime, fail to
appreciate the wholehearted efforts made by my Secretary Mr,
S. Sivathasan and Dr. N. Vignarajah, Director of Agriculture
North - East Province. The other officials and employees too
are worthy of praise.

I am glad imdeed that an able Principal and Lecturers have
been appointed to this school. I have great faith in the fact,
that under the guidance of such able people, this School will
turn out to be an outstanding Institution.

T know very well if that journey is to be successful, public
support and co-operation are required. My responsibility appears
to be more when I think of the fact that rather than taking
pride in what we have so far achieved, there is yet a lot to be
achieved. I assure you that, with your kind support, I shall fulfil
my obligations.

Ministry of Agriculture, Food and
Co-operatives,

Colombo.

Message
M. D. D. Peiries Esqr

Secretary

Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Co - operatives

T am happy that a School of Agriculture is being opened
at Vavuniya. Agriculture is a very important sector in the
economy of the country. It is also a very complex area.
Production is only one aspect of it. The whole gamut of
research, extension, credit, marketing, floor pricing, delivery of
inputs, question of farmer incomes, costs and benefits, alternative
uses of land, tariff policies, infrastsucture development, etc.,
are all relevant and form an integral part of Agricultural policy.
Agriculture also has an emotive content, because it deals with
food, the peasantry and questions of food security. Therefore,
education, training and skills development is essential to t‘he
future of a productive, and thriving agriculture. It is with
pleasure therefore that I welcome the opening .of the new
school. T hope and trust that from the outset high s'fandards
will be maintained and that the products of the Agricultural
School at Vavuniya will be a credit to the Country,

[ wish the school all success!
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Ministry of Lands & Agriculture
Trincomalee

iflessane

S. Swathasan
Secretary
MINISTRY OF LANDS AND AGRICULTURE

In the life of man agriculture plays a very important part.
It has always been one of the principal preoccupations of the
people of Sri Lanka. To the people of the North - East Province,
agriculture has been a vocation and a way of life. It has also
become a part of their culture. Therefore to develop agriculture
is to develop man himself.

To face the challenges of the future, man has to  evolve
appropriate strategies. The advances of science have to be married
to the traditions of the past. Harnessing the best of both, fresh
pos<ibilitics have to be explored. The North - East Provinee is
blessed well with soil resources. Water enhances soil capability.
Farmers have the talent and experience. Above all there is a
quest for excellence, However the benefits of scientific agricul-
ture have not reached them fully. To take them to ibeir door
step is the responsibility of the apriculturist. Scientists and the
researchers have to equip the agriculturist with that knowledge.

To induct the farmer into the process of modern agricul-
ture, a corpus of trained personnel is necessary. Building up of
such o geoup is a continuing activity. This objective will be
kept sharply in focus by the School of Agriculture. The Depart-
ment of Asgriculture will set its hand to the management of this
task, The Ministry of Lands & Agriculiure of the North-East
Provincial Government is committed to lending the necessary
support.

Productivity in a developing country bears no comparison
1o the levels of the West. Rice wields per hectare in the United
States is 5260 kg. In the North - Bast Provinee it is much less.
Milk yield per lactation in Sweden is 3200 litres. In the North-
East Provinee it is 600 litres. The pap between the developed
West and the developing North - Eust is bridgeable with superior
knowledge, The School of Agriculture Vavuniya will seck to
impart it.

~The vear 1989 would signify a landmark in the field of
agricultural instruction, I am sure the School of Agriculture would
carve out a particular niche for jtself,

Il wish the School well,
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Ministry of Education,
Cultural Affairs & Sports,
Trincomalee

Message
M M, Munsoor

secrefary

It is with great pleasure that T send this Message to the
Souvenir that is being published to commemorate opening of
the first School of Agriculure sited at Vavuniva and to exclusively
serve the Tamil speaking pecple of this country.

Agriculture has by and large been the Chief pecupation of
the majority of the people living in the Morth-Eastern Province.
Nevertheless, the average farmer has failed to take full advantage
of the spectacular advances in the modes and techniques  of
farming. Farming hubits have not considerabily changed with
ihe times. Fven those who have had exposures to the most improved
tcchniques of farming have failed to plunge themselves in practical
[arming.

Admittedly the school system had also not lent itself to
the popularisation of new techniques and the development of the
right mental attitudes among the people, although agriculture had
been in the regular curriculi of our secondary schools for very many
years,  What was taught has heen on the blackboards within the four
walls of the classroom, inspite of the immense back up by the
Fducation Ministry by way of equipment, tools ete.

It is hoped that those who graduate from this new Schoo!
of Agriculture will work with, a missionary zeal and be the
pioneers of a ‘Grecn Revolution” we are all longing to see in
wur Province. We have been pushed back by several years on
wccount of the untold miseries of the recent past. The *take off*
s therefore to be fast enough to catch up early, for what has
been lost. Agricultural Development has to form the nucleus for
any meaningful development of a Nation and I hope this new
School of Agriculture will be yet another driving force in our
efforts to salvage the people of the Province. 1 wish the

School all success.
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Department of Agricuf!ure‘,
Peradeniya

Message

Dr. Irwin Gunawardena

Director of Agriculture

I am very thankful to the North & East provincial Council
for inviting me to give a message on the occasion of the opening
Ceremony of the School of Agriculture, Vavuniya.

One of the main objectives of setting up this School of
Agriculture is to encourage G.C. E. qualified youth to become
self employed through agricultural enterprises. Agricultural
production and productivity in the North & East Provinces rests
largely on trained agricultural personnel. While available land
must be put under maximum productivity levels, appropriate
techpologies should reach grass roots level as quickly as possible,
Some of the passed out students of the School of Agriculture
can be employed as middle level agricultural extension agents,
to assist in increasing the agricultural productiviy of farmers.
It is a significent achievement for the WM & E proviocial counci,
to have established a School of Apgriculture, in a very short
time, Sri Lanka is predominantly an agricultural Country and her
progress depends mainly on agricultural development. Although
new technologies and resources such as lapd, water and seed
material of mew improved crop species are available, agricultural
development will not progress without the services of village
level change agents. Establishment of the School of Agriculture
will enable the N & E Provincial Council, to train and employ
yualified agricultural personnel to speed up agricultural develops
ment in the region. 1 wish that the School of agriculture at
Vavuniya will effectively help the farming families in the region
to become self reliant, prosperous farmers, who will actively
contribute to Agricultwral progress in Sri Lanka,
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The Role of the School of Agriculture in the
National and Provincial Context

Dr. N. VIGNARAJAH
Director of Agriculture (North - East})

Socially and economically, in the national and provincial
context, the. agriculture sector (including livestock. production,
forestry and fisheries, besides crop production) is still the domi-
~Anant  sector. The agriculture sector ,contributes: to. 27 percent of
the Gross Domestic Product, employs 50 percent of the population

and ecarns 58 percent of the foreign exchange.

In Sri Lanka,. there are 1.8 million small agricultural. hol-
. dings covering an extent of 3.5 million decres. Two  thirds of the
~ holdings .are with crops alone and only 2.5 percent are purely
~livestock holdings.

Studies on the nutritional status of the people reveal that
38 percent of our people are suffering from chronic malnutrition.
Children, * pregnant and lactating mothers, are the meost vulnerable
in this category, malnutrition among them  causing irreversible
damages to the physical as well as mental make-up of qur
coming generations. '

In this background, the objectives of the national agricul-
tural, food and nutrition strategy are:

(a) Increased employment and incomes in urban and rural
areas, particularly to benefit the poorer segments of the
population and the educated younger generation, and to
improve the quality of life.

(b) Enhanced growth rate in agriculture, forestry and fisheries
and to achieve self-sufficiency in essential foods that could
be produced in the country.

(¢) Increased earnings internally and through export from the
traditional major perennial crops (plantation crops), minor
perennial crops (minor export crops), new crops such as

horticultural crops, and from increased production of animal
foods.

(d) Improved nutritional intake of the people, especially of
the lower income categories.
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The resource base to achieve these objectives is indeed
impregnated with great potentinlities, Though a  small country.
our climate and soils are so diversified. The soils of the North-
East Province are more particularly of a  divessified nature.
Concommitantly, agricultural enterprises in the province are also
diversified.

We have made significant advances in ugricultural rescarch.
Yet, even with a well orgunized extension service, the end users
of new technologies — mostly resource poor small farmers - have
not been fully benefited. The need for technology transfer is so
acute but we are constrained, especially in  the North - East
Province, by the lack of middle level trained personnel

The demand for trained personnel emanates from the public
and private (including self employment) sectors in the following
fields: Crop Production? Animal Production and Health: Land
Development and Usc; Plantation Agriculture (includes cashew,
sugar cane and coconut in the MNorth East); Educution; Agre-
forestry; Fisheries; and, Agro indusiry.

It is significant that this School of Agriculture in Vavuniya
is the first of its kind in the Morth - East. The establishment
of this School satisfies a very long felt need. The School curri-
culum and activities have been so planned to produce men and
women not only specialized in Agriculture but also responsibile
citizens with leadership gualitics exposed to a wide spectrum of
knowicdge and expericnce,
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