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PORTRAIT PAINTER -
MR. RAJARATNAM

Mr. K. Rajaratnam was born
in 1927 at  Karai Nagar. He
comes from a respectable  family
of Musicians. Hence Music and Art was in-his blood
As a child he was influenced by Mr. S R
Kanagasabay, Inspector  of  art  in  the Northern
Province. He entered the Madras Government School
of Art and Craft in 1948 and swdied for four years
wnder Devi Prasad Roy Chawdry and specialised in
povtrait. painting. When he returned to the Inland, he
was appointed 1o Windsor Art Club in Jaffna as an
mstructor. In 1933 | met Mr. Rajaratmam When | was
al Karaweddi. e helped many students and teachers
to get through their English Art Teacher's certificate
with merits.




I was moving very intimately with Mr. Rajaratnam,
when he became the Circuit Education Officer - Art in
Trincomalee District. He has conducted work - shops;
for teachers, and I have attended many of them. He is
a good organizer who contributed a lot to improve the
standard of art in the Eastern Province.

Mpr. Rajaratnam is an Artist of considerable merits.
He is an all - round Artist who is good in figure
drawing and in captures, ‘not only the likeness of the
person, but also the character and the personality of
the sitter. He wuses such rich colors and various
shades of tints to give life to his canvases and his
high lights and imposts displays his maturzly in the
field of portrait painting.

As a token of gratitude to Mr. Rajaratnam it is
quite fitting that the Education Department of the
Trincomalee District has decided to publish a book
containing some of his works for the benefit of the
students and the teachers of this country I am sure
that this book will be a valuable quide to every art

lover.
(o

A.D. JAYATILLAKE

Retd. Deputy Director of
Aesthetic Education

‘Dear Mrs. Navaratnam,

I have looked Through the drawings most of them
and satisfactory Only a few need a little correction.
Generally this artist seems to have grasped the idea
and his drawings have life and rhythm.”

Yours faithfully,
W.S. C. Beling.
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