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Relevance of Saiva Siddhanta for the
Twenty First Century

— Siddhantaratnam K. Ganesalingam, B, Sc, (Eng.) —

(Talk given at

the 2nd I[nternational Saiva

Conference at

London,

organised by the Federation of Saiva Temples in U. K. on Sih August 1999)

The world today is
witnessing a  decline in
ethical (and moral values
resulting in increase in crime
and violence. Destructive
weapons are used freely and
arbitrarily by powerful nations.
Bombs and guns are used
even in small countries to
silence the voice of the ethnic
minorities who ask for their
rights. Gun culture is spreading
even to schools. The suburbs
of Denvor in U. S. A. has,
within an year, seen
major shootouts, where school
children were sprayed with
bullets.

Continuation of this trend
to the next century isunavoi-
dable unless human values
are respected and upheld,
Religion can play a key role
in arresting the decline in

human values and reversing
the present trend.

Rational Philosophy:

With the development of
science and technology, mans
outlook and approach have
changed and continue to
change. Scientific thinking and
rational approach will be the
norm of the next century. No
branch of knowledge will be
appreciated and assimilated
without being analysed in the
light of reason.

Religious faith based on

traditions and mythological
stories is likely to lose its

five

importance. Future generations
will look to its philosophy to
assess the religious values, Any

philosophical concept, unless
it appeal to the scientific
mind, will lose its signifi-
cance-

Saiva  Siddhanta, the

philosophy of Saiva religion,
has always appealed to the
rational mind and was praised
by scholars all over the world.
It gives acceptable explanation
to every aspect of life, both
worldly and spiritual. It has
all the characteristics to qualify
as the philosophy of the
twenty - first century.

The western history has
recorded continuous conflict
between religious doctrines
and scientific views. Whenever
a scientific theory contradicted
the prevailing religious belief,
the Scientist concerned had
to face disastrous conse-
quences and pay heavily for
it. The scientist Nicholas Cor-
pernicus of the 16th Century
could pot publish his findings
during his lifetime for fear
of reprisal by the church.
His proof of the world and
other planets revolving around

the sun was contrary to the
religious belief at that time,
viz., the world was the centre
around which the sun and
other planets were revolving

Such situations never arose
in the Saivaite world. The Saiva
Siddhanta philosophy views

matters relating to God, souls
and the universe with reason
and intellectual clarity,

Unacceptable views:

The Vedanta philosophy
which is erroneously considered
as the philosophy of all Hindu
sects, views man as an offs-
pring of God or Divine. It
explains that he got enmeshed
in evil due to ““Maya
which is the cause of his
suffering, (Maya in Vedanta
is different from that in
Saiva Siddhanta). Man should
progress spiritually and go
back to the source which  is
God. This vedanta view finds
no acceptable explanation and
requires clarification, If man
comes out from the Divine,
he should have divine qualities.
Assuming that he woud
ultimately go back to the
Divine, there is no guarantee
that he will not break away
again and get enmeshed in
Maya, The word Maya itself
cannot be defined in positive
terms and  considered to
escape verbal explanation. It
is called ‘‘anirvasaniyam’’
(2 &fl 7 e & af w ) meaning
“‘unexplainable by words™.

Such Vedanta views and con
cepts like “all are Brahmam"’
or “‘appearances of Brahmarp”
are unacceptable to Saiva
Siddhanta Philosophy. They

will not attract the  2lst 3
(Continued on Page 16)
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century man who will question
every thing before accepting.

While Vedanta attributes
man's suffering to evil caused
by Maya the biblical tradition
attributes it to the original
sin of his ancestor Adam.
This unjust transmission of
evil from his ancestor to the
man of present and future
cannot find acceptance by
the rational or scientific mind
of the next century.

Universal Matter:

The Saiva Siddhanta
philosophy speaks of God,
souls and the universe as
separate distinct entities. Souls
which are beginningless like

God, are associated with
Anavam, an entity which
obscures their capabilities

from begininngiess period. The
universe and the materials of
it including the physical body.
mind etc, are evolutes of the

subtle entity called Maya. All
things including the universe

are born out of Maya and
go back toit, Birth and death
or destruction are mere trans-
formation from one state to
another, from the gross to
the fine, and vice versa.
Nothing new comes out of the
void and gets aunihilated to

the void. This concept is
called “Satkariyavaadam’’
in Saiva Siddhanta Philosophy.

The Satkariyavaadham
concept is parallel to the
scientific concept relating to
the conversion of energy where
matter or energy gets trans-
formed from one state to
another, and is neither created
nor destroyed. The following
words of the great scientist
Werner Heisenburg in his book
“Physics and Philosophy” is
relevant and of significant
importance.

All the elemeniary parii-
cles can, at sufficiently high
energies, be transeformed into
other particles, or they can
simply be created from kinetic
energy and can be annihilated
into energy, for instance inlo
radiation -

All the elementary parii-
cles, are made of the same
substance which we may call
energy or universal matler.
They are just different forms
in wwhich matter can appear”

This Scientific view reflects
the Siddhanta view of Maya
which is akin to the ‘‘energy
or universal matter’” referred
to by this world renowned
scientist.

Cosmic Cycles:

The Scientific discoveries
made during this century,

particularly by the scientists
Max Planckand Albert Einstein,
compliments  many of the

Sawa Siddhanta views Refer-
ring to the mnature of the

universe, Einstein says “‘it
1s ~an expanding universe’’.
S_amt Manikkavasagar who
hv?d about thirteen centuries
bgtore, expressed the same
view in his Thiruvandappa-
kuthy’ (@uan L 0w 5 )
wh_ich speaks of the existing
universe, he says the follo-
wing:

“cpat menys @smawgy pletr
Gpifler usfen
ETH@OpTEm Gs m 1y uil ér
Gupur. affszew’’

“Jf we visualize their
(cosmic bodies) beauty in all
it’s aspects, they have expan-
ded in more than a hundred
million in number” Not
only St. Manikkavasagar
expresses the same view, but
also his verbal usage ‘a5 e’
has the same meaning ‘expan-
ding’ as told by Einstein.

Developing on the coucept
of expanding universe, later
scientist Edwin Hubble con-
cluded (in 1929) that the
whole universe would have
been a small egg like matter,
called ‘‘cosmic egg' at one
time in the long distant past.

The now famous “Big Bang
Theory’’ evolved out of his
thinking. The cosmic €gg

from which the universe was
born is similar to ““Maya”
in Saiva Siddhanta, from
which the universe and the
materials of the universe came

into existence.
(to be continued)
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