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Relevance. ..

(continued from Page 16)

not be of use to describe
such experience Saint Gnana-
sabanthar who had the divine
vision and experience as a child
advises not to test the reality
of our Lord who is omnipresent
like a luminous light, with
examples and chosen words.
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Conclusion’
The Saiva Siddhanta
philosophy offers plausible

explanation to every aspect of
life,both worldly and spiritual
Modern scientific views
compliment the Svaia Sid-

dhanta concepts. By its logical
and rational approachit will }
appeal to scientific minds of the
future generation. By arresting
the decline in human values,
it will help mankind to find
a better world. With proper
understanding, Saiva Siddhanta
philosophy will be hailed as
the most relevant philosophy
of the twenty first century.
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Relevance of Saiva Siddhanta for the
Twenty First Century

— Siddhantaratnam K. Ganesalingam, B. Sc. (Eng,) —

The Saiva Siddhanta holds
that everything has a begin-
ning and an end, and even time
is no exception. This Siddhanta
view finds acceptance in
today’s scientific world as
seen by the following words
of the scientist Marcus Chown:

““The Big Bang has created
everything and that included
emply space, malters, energy
and even f{ime. As soon as
it was created, the universe
began expanding - (Marcus
Chown “After glow of
Creation’’, Arrow books Llid,
London, 1993)

Another scientist, Dickey
predicts that the expansion of
the cosmos would slow down
to a standstill and then get
completely reversed. Quoting
him, the scientist Carl Sago
writes as folows:

“All of creation would
embark on a run away collapse
until matter was crushed to
the maximum density possi -
ble... The Big Bang was not
unique. It was sumbly one
explosion in the mist of tume.
‘The universe had no beginning.
It had been pulsating through
eternity” (Carl Sagon, ‘Cosmos’,
Abacus Publications, London,
1995);

: The Siddhanta view of the
number of ‘‘Pralaya periods”
the cosmos undergone, viz.,
the cosmic cycles, isdescribed in

lucid manner by the scien -
tists of today.

(Continued from Book 112 No 2)
~ All religious philosophers,
in general, speak of the
universe. The Saiva Siddhanta
views relating to it finds
accsptance in today’s scienti -
fic thinking.

Develonment of the Soul:

The soul., according to
Saiva Siddhanta, is going
through cycles of births and
deaths. In this process it gains

experience and  knowledge,
gets released from the grip
of anavam which obscures

its knowledge, realizes the
ultimate reality which is God
and enjoys liberation and bliss
Saiva Siddhanta does not
accept the theory of eternal
hell or heaven in a single
birth as postulated by the
biblical tradition. It considers
that every soul ultimately

enjoys liberation and divine
bliss.

For the soul to gain
experience and through it the
knowledge, it must eugage in
action (or Vinai or Karma).
This is possible with the
help of the internal organs,
the physical body, the
world which one lives and the
materials of experience or
enjoyment. inthe philosophical
language these are called,
respectively, thanu,  karana,
bhuwana and bhogam.

This process of souls
development from the state
where it was enshrouded by
anavam to the state of
liberation and bliss  takes
place from birth to birth
Also, this is possible by the

grace of the all merciful God,

He is eternally with the soul
and performs his five -
fold activities of creation
(embodiment) , sustenance,

decay (dissmbodiment or
death), suppression {of anavam)
and enlightenment. These are
performed by Lord Siva out

of his unlimited love for
the souls.

Siva - Sakthy concept:

Thus the souls undergo
changes from birth to birth
by the grace of God. It is
a scientific fact that force
or energy is required to bring
about any changs. Saiva
Siddhanta considers that Lord
Siva’s inherent energy which
is his Sakthy or grace as
responsible for bringing about
the change in the development
of the soul.

Siva, in his intrinsic
form, is formless, and tran-
scends all qualities and

activities Sakthy is responsible
for His five- fold activities
Still Sivam and Sakthy are
always together, inseparable
from each. other Thiruvarut:
payan (S@au@plunsr) - an
important  text of  Saiva
Siddhanta Philosophy, speaks
of this duel aspect of Siva -
Sakthy cocnept as “‘#s8 Ldwer

BDamen erhiGan gase’’  (Our
Lord is inseparable from
Sakthy). The Arthanarees -

warar image is symbolic of

this concept.

The Siva - Sakthy concept
where a static and dynamic
aspects are attributed to one

(Continued on Page 16)




Hindu Organ
San e 05-07- y .
2001 Vishu, Aani 21 [Fullmoon ]
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_ : poetry, but nevertheless the Saiva Siddh g
(continued from Page 15) truest science’’ Thus, thi kanta PhllOSOphy-
: , this kind of
and the same entity cannot be tio i
: : n and knowl i
con?prehend_ed casily by the Gugoge of Deroeption familiar to 1hzdgeSv;?\?§hs§el;e
ordinary mind. Wi_th the emergence of and sages of the past hali!:
This type of situation NeW scientific theories such ©ome to realisation at present
was confronted in the scientific as  quantum  theory and by the scientific world. The
world at the beginning of relativity theory it became Saiva Siddhanta philosophers

twentieth century.

The first three decades of
the twentieth century brought

about new igieas and different
perception in human thinking.

Experiment done on the sub-
atomic units showed duel
nature of them. The electro-
magnetic radiation consisted
simultaneously of particles
and waves (energy) and this
puzzled the scientists. This
duel characteristics of one and
the same thing at the sametime
was not seen till then. This
. gave way toa new concept
in physics, similar to the Siva-
Sakthy concept in Saiva
Siddhanta philosophy.

The image of Nadarajah,
he dancing Siva, is expressive
of the fusion and separation
of the duel nature of the
ultimate reality, ie  static
and dynamic characters This
magnificent dancing  figure
speaks of the five - fold
activities of Siva and testifies
to the rational philosophical
views of the Tamils. [t is
a perfection of art. The world
renowned scholar critic
Anandha Coomarasamy praises
it as a philosophy, poetry and
science and says:

“No - artists of today,
however great could more
exactly or more wisely create
an image of the energy which
science must postulate behind

clear that knowledge obtained
by the conventional methods
has its own limitations
Experiments done to find out
the inner nature of
atoms always ended up with
paradox. The conventional
approach or  the prevailing
Newtonian concept could not

help tosolve this paradox.
This necessitated a new develop-

ment in human thinking and
a change in perception. Sense
perception was found to be
totally inadequate to under-
stand the reality It was soon
realizedthatwhat was perceived
in the sub- atomic world
depend not only on ths
object perceived, but also on
the perceiver.

This development in the
human thinking in the scien-
tific world of this century
is not something new to
the Saivaite world. The saints
and sages have long before
realised that to see the
ultimate reality a different
kind of perception, a percep -
tion other than that through
the change senses, was required.
Fusion of the object to be
perceived, the perceiver and
the knowledge of perception

was required to see the true
natures of things, The knowl-

edge gained this way through
the changed perception to realise
the reality is called ‘‘Pathi

were not merely scholars
el_'ngaged in intellectual exer-
cise in the field of philosoph
y.
They were realised souls whose

phi!osophy was born out of
their divine knowledge and
experience,
Beyond Words:

Modern physics holds a
clear view that the reality
transcends logic and verbal

explanation. The words of the
world renowned  physicist,
Weiner Heisenberg, testifies to
this.

“*The most difficult  problem
however, concerning the wuse
of language arises in. quanium
theory - We wish lo speak in
someway about the structure
of the atoms . But we cannol
speak about the atoms in
ordinary languages” (Weiner
Heinsburg, *‘Physies and
Philosophy” George Allen and
Unwin Lid 1959).

This difficulty of speaking
in ordinary languages was
experienced by the Saiva
saints in the past. The expe-
rience gained through their
higher knowledge, “Path1
Gnanam” cannot be expressed
in ordinary language. Any
explanation by known exam- l

ples and verbal usage will
(continued on Page 13)
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