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SIVA - WORSHIP

The Lord Almighty, who

is the embodiment of this
Universe, and 1S yet apart
from every manifest thing,

was visualised by the ancient
Tamils more than two thou-
sand years ago, asthe embo-
diment of Love. To them
and to all of us ‘Anbe Sivam’

(oe1Gu Pavip) is the most
endearing definition of Lord
Siva.

Universe is Siva. All of
us are Siva and the world’s
cosmogony can be best under-
stood only through *‘Siva-
tattvam’’ (P 55 sab) Itis
generally accepted that this
universe is the creation of the
projection of the Almighty,
the Supreme Force. The Rudra-
concept of Rg-Veda gives re-
ferences to the Siva-aspect of
Cosmogony. Creation of the
Universe is admitted by scien-
tists to be of many million
years ago.

Siva-worship is as old as
creation. Siva 1s the most an-
cient God of Tamils. Siva is
in all human beings in the
«Akasa’ (=sme) form per-
meating throughout the body.
Only when Siva makes a mot-
jon, there is productive
force. So did Lord bSiva
in His Lila (&) with
His * Thandava’ - dance
(gremmicy [pLewd) as Sri
Nataraja, set in motion all
creation. Saiva-siddhanta po-
sits that God dances in the
soul and extends the life-prin-
ciple to man.

ihe dance of Siva repre-
sents the rhythm and move-
ment of the world spirit. One
can witness the dance of Siva
in the rising Sun, in the waves
of the ocean, in the gotati-or.
of the planets, in lightning

“Edited & Published byﬂ_I_’;St:c_smr
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and thunder and in the cos-
mic ‘Pralaya’ (dgarud) With-
out Him nothing moves.

People of ancient times
worshipped Siva in the form
of ‘Linga’- Some of the ancient
rulers of Kumari Kandam had
the title ‘Siva’.

A hillock in America re-
veals a hill called Siva This
is a precious evidence of the
ancient people of America
being Siva-worshippers. Many
more evidences of Siva temp-
les, in places such as Colum-
bia, Peru, Bolivia, Colorado
etc.,, have been found.

Siva as Jothi is the concept
of Saivaism Siva represented
as ‘‘Jothi’’is found in Guja-
rat, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil
Nadu, Madhya Pradesh and
in Maharashtra Siva is
resplendent in Ramesvaram in
Tamil Nadu where Siva was
worshiped by Lord Rama be-
fore and after the great war
with Ravana.

The spiricual
India is thus apparent with
an added significance in the
belief that no devotee can get
emancipated unless he bathes
in the Ganges and has darsana
of (sflear) Lord Visvesvara
and also bathes in the Setu -
samudram and gets darsana
of Lord Siva at Ramesvaram.

Furthermore, Siva-aspect
is fivefold - as Prthvi (earth),
Appu (water). Theyu (agnt),
Vayu (air) and akasa (ether).
[n Kancipuram Siva is 1n
Prthvi-rupa ardently worship-
ped by Devi Kamaksi hersell
The Appu form is in Tiruva-
naikaval in Tiruchirapalli dis-
trict while the Theyu rupam
of Siva is found in Tiruvan-
namalai famous for its Karthi-

unity of

gai Dipotsavam. In Tir i
(Kalahasti) the Vayu.fgfrilﬁzé
worshipped from ancient days
The puranas siy that a spider
snake and elephant attained
salvation. In the garbhagraha,
there is an eternal flickering
flame due to the slow motion
of air which has been created
by the great architect. In the
sacred Chidambaram in South

Arcot District, Siva is
Akasa and Siva Tandava
(dance) by Lord Nataraja

keeps humanity alive.

We witness Siva in his
grand dance-forms in Chidam-
baram. Tiruvalangadu, Madu-
rai and Tirunelveli which are
classified as Ananda-tandavam,
Kalibhanga-tandavam (or Sam-
hara-tandavam) and Sandhya-
tandavam. There are other
types of dances as well. For
example in Tirukutralam it
is Tripura Tandavam while
in Perur it is Urdhva-Tripura-
Tandavam.In Tirumudisvaram,
it is Azhagiya Natanam, while
it is Ajapa-Natanam in Tiru-
varur, Unmatta-Tandavam in
Tirunallar, Kukkuta-Natanam
in Tirukkaravayal Hamsapada-
Natanam in  Vedaranyam,
Bhringi-Natanam in Tirukkolli,
Muka-mandala thandavam in
Ananthathandavaram and Kal-
maria Natanam in Madurai.

There can be no doubt
that our ancieats chose the
Supreme Lord Siva as their
own for special worship. He
is the only God who is re-
coganised as both in the Nir-
guna and Saguna forms
as the Upanishads rightly pro-
claim. Visnu and Brahma of
the Trinity are only Saguna
deities. Siva alone is eternity
without beginning or end in-
dicative of his Nirguna Brah-
mattvam.
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