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‘“*My dear Mr. Nagalingam,

I had an interriew with the
Governor yesterday and urged
strongly our claim for the Tirukk-
edichchuram land. He says that
during his regime no free grant
should be made of lands to any
religionists. He also said that the
Roman Catholics had also urged
their claims to this very land. He
further said that he hoped that the

Hindus would become the pur-
chasers, It now remains for you
to form a Committee in Jaffna

and collect subscriptions at oance,

so far as I am personally concerned

I shall be glad to give my
subscription.......

Yours truely,

(Sgd) P. Coomarasamy
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The Heritage of the Tamils : Saivajsm

— Kalakeerthi Prof. Pon. Poologasingham, D. Phil (Oxon) —

Saivaism is one of the oldest of
the living religions, whose historicity
can be dated sately to the third
millennium B, C. from the finds
of the Indus Valley civilisation at
Mohenja Daro and Harappa in the
Indian subcontinent Judaism
originated about 1700 B, C. in
Israel through Abraham and Moses.
Shintoism had its origin in Japan
between 300 and 1000 B. C. through
the efforts of the thirteen founnders
of the thirteen ancient sects Spenta
Zarathustra founded Zoroastrianism
between 600 and 700 B. C. in
ancient Iran. Taoism was founded
by Lao Tzu around Seventh Century
B.C. and Confucianism by Confucius
around Sixth Century B.C. in China.

Jainism was  established by
Mataputta Vardhamana or the
Mahavira (599 -527 B. C) and

Buddhism by Gautama Siddhartha
or the Buddha (563-483 B, C )
in India in the Sixth Century B C.
and Fifth Century B.C. respectively.
Christianity saw its rise with Jesus
of Nazareth 2000 years ago at the
beginning of the Christian era.
Prophet Mohamed (571 -632 AD)
founded Islam in the Seventh Century

A. D. in Saudi Arabia. Guru
Nanak established Sikhism in the
Fifteenth Century A, D. in the

Punjab (India).

valley culture has
of Siva

The Indus
reyealed many
worship or Saivaism ‘any polished
stones of varying sizes which could
be considered as Sjivalinga have
come 1o light. Some of them seem
to have drilled holes perhaps to
be worn like a pendant stringed to

artefacts

the neck resembling the jingq worn
by the Virasaivaites in the Deccan
even today [The seals with bulls
baving huge  humps may  be
Considered as Ngndi, the vehicle
of Lord Siva Those seals identified
as Pasupatheswarar and Nadarajah

are very significant in the study
of Saivaism.
The nomadic Aryans entered

the Indian subcontinent around 1500
B. C. through the North Western
passes from their moorings in
Central Asia, When they advanced
down the hills they dislodged thoss
advanced cultures in their way.
The presence of Dravidian pockets
in N. W, Pakistan (Brahui), Nepal
(Dhangar), hills of North India
(Kurukh add Malto) and Central
Iudian plateau (Kolami, Naiki,
Parji, Gadba, Kui, Kuvi, Pengo,
Manda and Gondi) clearly indicate
the shrinking of Dravidian areas
before the advance of the Aryans.
Inspite of  this  setback, the
Dravidian cultures seem to have
influenced the nomadic culture of
the Aryans, Prof. Thomas Burrow,
the Boden Professor of Sanskrit
at the Oxford University, has listed
27 Dravidian words found in the
earliest document of the Aryans
called Rg Veda in 1946.

The Vedicapati bz2on of 33

incdudes Rudra (later Rudrasiva),
who is concluded to bz foreign to
it. Rudra is not respected like the
other deities in the Rg Veda.His
bali (oblations) was not offered to
akni (tire) like that of others bul
thrown at cross junctions dreaded

by people at odd tirnes. He is
also portrayed as a wicked and
terrorising deity in the Rg Veda
Rudra was no other than Siva
who is the Supreme deity of the
Saivaites [he Aryanized Rudra of
Pre Aryan Siva, with three full
bymns out of 1028 hymns in the
Rg Veda, slowly took up the
Characteristics of Siva and meta -
morphosed as Rudrasiva, Satarudriya
of Yasur Veda, Atharva Veda,
Brahmanas and Upanisads, one
by one show Siva's position being
elevaled to greatness. Svefasvatara
Upanisad and Atharvasiras Upanisad
give him a peerless position as a
supreme deity.

The Vedas couldn’t keep the
supreme deity of the Suivaites as
an insignificant smull deity for long.
It is not surprising that the Vedic
protagonists like C V. Narayana
Ayyar (1974) and G. Sundara -
moorthy Ayer (1976) put the cart
before the horses in their rescar-
ches into Saivaism when they said
that the Vedic Rudra developed
into Siva

The Tamil word *‘Siva’’ has
the ‘meaning of reddish and being
angered among others in Tamil.

The Sanskrit ‘+Rudra’’ is said
to have the above mentioned
meanings as well. Therefore the

Pre Aryan Siva took the name of
Rudra in Rg Vedi, although the
term “Siva’® makes rare appearan-
ces in the Vedas with a different

meaning, ic auspiciousness.

(to be continued)
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