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Vishu, Karthikai 15 (Fullmoon)

M is inimitable.

reverence,

presses and publisher of books, commentator,
preacher, orator, polemic writer, pamphleteer, author of text books, applicant for funds, alle
times of epidemic and famine, ventilator of grievances
religious and political reformer, litigant and frequent tr

Guru-Pooja of the Champion Reformer

_ Sri-la-Sri Arumuga Navalar was an eminent educatio
| prepared to sell his community's religious and conscienti
| was a mighty genius, indefatigable warker and a lover of

He was a scholar, honorary teacher, foudnder and administrator o
annolator, exemplar, editor, translator poe

nist and a Champion Reformer who vwas not
ous scruples to the government of the day. He
Tamil, Saivaism and God. Hig variegated career

through memorials, organiser of public meetings and debates, social
aveller to South India. He combined all these roles in him with a view
to bettering mankind. He is an Avathara purusha. This land has not seen another with such a nob
of this Avatharapurusha. This year His Guru-Pooja falls on 06.12.2001. The Saiva world re

f schools proprietor of printing
1, collector of rare manuscripts,
viator of fellovwmen s Sufferings in

le and variegated life as that
members him with gratitude and

(Continued from Book 112 No.7)

The Sivalinga is given great im-
portance in home and temple wor-
ship by the Saivaitees. The central
chamber of a Siva temple is usually
adorned with a Sivalinga for worship.
This is because the Sivalinga form
represents the lord in a transitional
state of being partly formal and partly
formless, more applicable in the
philosophical stance, since it is sym-
bolic of being formless but capabl
of taking any form. -

The two references to “sisanade
- vas” in the Rg Veda are said to be
derogatory of Sivalinga. Probably
some of the earliest forms of Sivalinga
may have reminded the foreign Ary-
ans otherwise, Tantric worship with
origins in Shamanistic and spiritual
worship having a slant towards sexu-
ality may also have encouraged such
interpretations. Later forms of linga
were well rounded and stocky in
shape. There was no stand - Avudai
(246wl ) - for the linga in the oldest
forms. We can see square stands
from the first century A.D. Eightcor-
nered or round stand is seen from the
7th or 8th century A.D. The rounded

The Heritage of The Tamils: Saivaism [I

- Kalakeerthi Prof. Pon. Poologasingham, D. Phil, (Oxon)

shape of the stand could have given
rise to the yoni (Bwedl) concept en-
eouraged by the Tantric worship,

Saivaitees hold the Sivalinga as
symbolic of their Lord and nothing
else (Periya Puranam, Cakkiya
Nayanar, 48). They came in the tra-
dition of honouring their dead he-
roes by erecting inscribed stone pil-
lars for veneration and rememberance
(Ak.37, 55, 67; Pn.232, 264)

The Arthasastra of Kaudilya of the
Mauryan period (322-185B.C) re-
fers to the central location of the'Siva
temple in the city. The Ujjaini coins
of second cenfury B.C. have Sivalinga
embossed on one side. The Tamil
Cankam (gnisib) literature, safely
dated to the first three centuries of
the Christian era, have references of
idol worship in temples (Perumpan,
298) and of Siva temples (Pn6. Ak
181), In the third century A.D. dur-
ing the rule of the Iksavahu ruler
Ehuvala Chanthamula (261-285
A.D.) there were fwo Siva temples
at Vijayapuri, also called Nagarjuni-
konda. Cilappathikaram, a Tamil epic
probably of the 4th century A.D, re-

" (5.169,9.11,14.7,13.137,26.54- 57).

fers to the Siva temples of Pukar,
Madurai and Vanci in Tamilnad

The Pali chronicle Mahavamsa and
its commentary Mahavamsa Tika,
both of Ceylon, refer to the Sivatem-|
ples destroyed by the Anuradha-
pura ruler, Mahasen (271 - 301
A.D.) to build Buddhist vihares.

The lower time limit of the earli-
est available Sivalinga, that of Kudi-
malla of Kalahasti Taluk in Chittor
district is 4th century A.D. The Siva
temples couldn’t have existed without
Sivalinga because the Siva temple
structure development around the
central sanctum (garbagraha) in Sai-
vaite tradition which is supported by
the Saiva hymns of the Pallava period.

Patanjali of 2nd century B.C. in
his Mahabasya on Panini not only
refers to the worship of Siva, Skanda
and Vishaka idols but also to their
sale by the Mauryas (322-185B.C.)
to increase the revenue to their coi-
fers. Around the Christian era Kush-
aniya coins had figures of Siva draped
in tiger skin, holding some of his char-
acteristic weapons in two or four
hands. (to be continued)
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