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The Heritage of the Tamils : Saivaism - [I]

~ Kalakeerths

(Continued from Book 112 No 8)

The words Siva and Sivalinga
are not seen in the Tamil Cankam
literature or the early Brahmi ius-
criptions of Tamiload. A parallel
has been drawn between the many
deities of the Vedic literature, for
most of whom it is doubtful whether
‘there was any religion or devotee,
to the Tamil classical references,
which are said to be incomplete
in  projecting all about Siva
and his worships as throwing doubt
of the prevalence of Saivaism asa
religion or sect during the Cankam
period (G. Sundaramoorthy Aiyer,
Saivaism, 1976, p2).

The secular nature of the ear-
Tamil literature pre-
cludes detailed information on the
religious conditions prevailing in Ta-
milnad in that period. The religion
gleamed from the Vedas has given
‘rise to various names. The Vedic
religion, Vaidika Dharma, Sanatana
Dh‘aﬁna.ﬁ Vedanta, Braminism,Smar-
tism are some of them until Swami
Vivekananda popularised Hinduism
for it in the 19th century A. D,
These yaried names clearly suggest
the nature of the Aryan religion.
Drawing a parallel with such a
religion wouldn’t help very much
in a fair apalysis. It should not
be overlooked that ancient Tamil
Jiterature denotes most of the deities
venerated by the Tamils Lord Siva
alope is not denoted by the name
of Siva although there are numer-
cus references to him. One should
pot preclude the fact that there
might have been a tradition in

Prof. Pon. Poologasingham, D. Phil. (Oxon) —

ancient times where there was re-
luctance to call the suprene diety
by name (Madurai Kanci, 455:432)
probably becuuse of the sentiment

that it might mar his
(holiness).

Pavithram

It might be relevant to mention
here that the famous commentator,
Naccinarkkiniyar, refers to the fact
that it was improper to give commen-
tary on the deyotional hymns of
the Bakti age.

The lack of the usage of the
word Sivalinga in Cankam liter-
ature might be surprising in the
face of Siva temples in that pariod.
The suggestions made of alternate

terms such as Kantali for it are
not very conyincing.
The term Siva is amply evi-

denced in Brahmi inscriptions of
Ceylon belonging to the period of
3rd century B. C. to Ist century
A. D Palanjali of 2nd century
B. C, refers to Sivabhagavatas.
The term Siva is evidenced in
Cilappathikaram(6.40 45,28.66.75).

The term Siva should have
been well estabiished before Cilpa-
ppathikaram of 4th century A. D.
in Tamilnad for the Jains to name
salyation as Sivagathi (Cil 10.180).
This usage is seen in Thirumsnthiram
(1536, 2716) and Karaikkal Ammai-
yar (Thirupathigam, 11) among the
early Saiva Saints. Cilappathikaram
refers to MNamasivaya mantra
(11 128.129) and Sihasranama stotra
(10.196-197 jof the Saivaitics showing
Saivaism was a force in its times.

Thirumanthiram,both benedictory
and philosopical, seems to have
been composed between Cilappathi-

karam of the 4th century A D
and Manimekalai of the 5th or 6th
century A D. Tt details Siivajsm,
Saiva diddhanta, Sivalinga worship
and related topics. It claims to
give the essence of nine of the
48 Saiva agamas [57, 62, 63].

Thirumoolar, its author, says
¢ Saivaism forces a kindred tie
with Siva’’ (1512) and ** the susreme
is seen by the Saiva Siddhantins®’

(1411). Laying dowa that ‘' out
of the three entities, soul and
matter are primordial like God **

¢115) on the basis of Saiva Sidd-
hanta, Thirumanthiram continues
to explain some of its philosophical
tenets as gleamed from the agamas.

The reference of
Joanam ** in Trichi cave temple
inscription of Pallava Mihendra-
varman (610630 A. D ) is held
to refer to the Saiva Siddhanta,
supported by the reference of this
terin in Jonanavarana Vilakkam of
Velliambalavana Tambiran.  The
Kailasanatha temple iascription of
Rajasinha Pallava (690-729 A. D.)
refers to him as a staunch follower
of ¢’ Saiva Siddhanta marga **,

‘¢ Lingini

It would be interesting to trace
the history of Saiva Siddhanta
school prior to Meykanda Deva
of 13th century A D. and deter=-
mine how far he was obliged to
the already existing system. [t seems
that it had already beea clealy or-
ganised for the Saiva saints of lh:?
Pallava age. St. Maanikavasagar of
9th ceatury A, D. makes ample
use of it in his Thiruvasagam
Therefore it might not be appro-
priate to credit Meykanda Devar
as the first codifier
Siddhanta.

(to be continued)

(Fullmoon Day).
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