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. The Visit of
Swami Vivekananda
to  Jaffua
“4Sunday the 24th -ultime will
be evar temembered by the Hindus
of Jaffna 8s the day of -Swami
Vivekanandd’s arrival here - from

Colombo by land. It was arranged

by the Reception Commirttee that
thg Swami was to be reczived
privately at Upar on Susday

mnrniug b}' a depulaliﬂﬂ' of seven
members and taken to the residence
prepared for him in the Towna znd
that_ the public demonstration
In his honour should be Fesarved for
the evening. But it was found that
about one hundred persons co:aposed
of the elite of the
were collected at Upar anxiously
awaiting the arrivil of Swami
Vivekananda On Sunday morning
till 9a. m. the coach with 1he
Swami and party did ot make
the appearance. It was then resolyed
to go ahead another five miles
and wait at Chavakachcheri No
sooner had the place been reached
the Swami and party consisting
of Swami Nirtjananda, Captain
and Mrs. Sevier, Mrs. Goodwin
and Mr. Harrison arrived by the mail
coach. A procession was then
formed to go to the Town, with
Swami Vivekananda, Swami Nirtja
-nanda and Mr. Advocats MNagali
-ngam in the first = carriage - &
landau - drawn by a pair, and the
rest following in the  twenty
carriages. There were among those
who received the Swami at Chava
= kachcheri and escorted. him to
the town, Advocates Nagaiingam
and Kanagasabai, Proctors Casipillai
Ponnampalam and Cathiravelu,
Messrs A. Mailvaganam, IHastkai
- nayaga Mudr, R. Kandyah, Renter
Vytilingam, Gate Liudr, Tillainadar
T. Kailasapillai, A. Muttutamby
Pillai, A. Sabapathy, K. Mudr
Navaratnam, K. Sabapathy Chettiar,
S. Naganader, A. Muttyah, R M.
Ar. Ar. Suppiramanian Chetty,
L. P. Ramasamy Chetty and
M. Chinnappa. It was 11-30 am
when the procession reached the
town by the ‘Ceatral Road: The
Swami' and ‘the Party were accomo
.dated there at a decent house
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which is the residence of Proctor
Ponnampalam, lent by him for the
aceasion.

In spite of the short time at
the disposal of the Committee
grand preparations were made to
accord the Swami a fitting reception
at the Hindu college. A magnificient
pandal was put up in front of it
and tastefully decorated. The whole
way from the town to the college,
a distance of about two miles, was
decorated and illuminated Hundreds
of plantain trees were planted on
both sides of the road, and
greetings and flags adorned the whole
route. The scene was picturesque in
the extreme, and great enthusiasm
prevailed among the people. lhou
.sands of them from all parts of
the peninsula assembled along the
route to get a glimpse of the
renowned Swami. From 6.00 p m. to
12.00 p.m the Jaffna-Kankesanthurai
Road, as far as the Hindu College,
was impassable for carts and
carriages, which had to find their
way by other roads.

The torchlight procession, with
native music, from the Town to the
Hindu College, which started at
830 pm was imprecedentedly
imposing. [t is estimated that more
tha fifteen thousand persons ook
part in it-all on foot except the
Swami and party who went in
two Carriages, one of which
with the Swami was drawn by a
pair. The whole distance of two
miles looked like a sea of heads,

and it speaks well ofthe Hindu
crowd thst no mishap did take
place, and that perfect order

prevailed from start to finish. At
the gate of almost every house on
both sides of the road from the
Grand Bazaar the  Hindu
College, a distance of about ouc
mile and a half — there were
placed *'Nirai Kuodam'® and lamps-
the highest honour which could be
done according to the Hindu idea

1o

It should be remarked in this
connection that along ths whole
route there is but one Christian

house which is the station of the

Wesleyan Mission at Vannarponnai,
all the rest belog Hinda

8. : Ones.
Ihe Swuami alighted from the
carriage and worshipped at  the

Sivanand Kathiresan Tempjes and was
garlanded by the Temple authorities.
He was also garlanded at the gates
of sume houses on the way, and
when he reached the College at
10 p m. he had on his neck more
than half a dozen beautiful garlands.
For hours before the arrival of the
Swami the pandal wan decorated
to the utmost capacity.

There was also a large number
of Christians, who had come to
hear the Swami speak, his reputation
as an eloquent speaker and preacher
having preceded him. He was recei
-ved at the entrance by Mr. S. Chel
Jlappa pillal, retired Chief Justice of
Travancore, Who conducted him
to the raiged Dais and garlandsd
the Swami.
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— Kualakeerihi
(Continued from Book 112 No. 10)

The corner stone of Saiva
Siddhanta is the relationship of
the trinity - God, soul and matter
(Pathi, Pasu, Pasam), These three
entities are held to be primordial
and permanent in nature constituting
reality, However, they are not
equal in status to each other due
to their natural qualities. God .is
inherently knowledgeable without
initiation; soul becomes knowledge-
able under initiation and stays
dormant when not initiated ;
matter will be dormant even if
initjiated. Though they are separate
entities they are connected. But
one cannot become the other because
they are three different entities 1n
substanece. However, God's presence
is there everywhere, as one With
rest, different from the rest, and

alongside the rest. Tt is an
essential requirement in Saivaism to
believe that the ultimate supreme
God is Lord Siva.

The gracious God calls  the souls
living in the uncomscious state
wrapped up by the veil of bondage
(anava) to creation by giving them
body(thanu),sense organs( karanam),
world (puvanam) and enjoyment
(pokam) out of the maya and
urges them to actjon = servica
rchariyai).rituals and rites (kiriyai},
learning (Gnanam) and meditation
(Yoga) to work out their karmas.
Thus creation (Akkal) in Saiva
Siddhanta is not bringing the world
| into existence out of nothing. It
' is a form of evolution out of maya.
The soul reiocarnates uatil all
' karmas ate resolved to enjoy
'to leave liberation (moksa).

Pride (anava) of the mala
doesn’t completely leave the soul,
| Therefore in liberation (moksa) it
| remaips like the bhush in  paddy
| without power. Therefore the soul
| cannot be one with God in heaven.
| 1n )iberation the soul becomes linked
| with God but not one with God.
| The soul enjoys liberation or
| heavenly bliss at the feet of the
| supremg God.

The Heritage of the Tamils : Saivaism - V

Prof. Pon. Poologasingham, D. Phil. (Oxon) —

Unlike the Saiva Siddhanta,
the monism of Sankarar holds that
evarything thit constitutes the
universe is God (brahman' and
that thereis no second thing but
God (brahman). Every soui was
considered as nothing but brahman.
It has been explained that like the
sun’s reflections in the waters of diff-
erent pots does’t mean that there are
different suns so als? when brahman
takes differeat bodies it doesn't
mean there are different brahmans.

This leads to expressions like the
following:

“1 am God, 1 am Ged, |
am no different from God 1 am
the infinite Supreme, the One
Reality ”  which have become
popular among unsuspecting devotess.

Although the (wo- God anl
Soul - are identified as one by
their uaion,the monists don't accspt
that they are two differeat objects-
God and Soul. It seems that th:

- monists labour undsra misconception

that God being absoiute there could
be no object but God, They do oot
realise that if all the objects seen
in' the universe ars God it would
not be possible to account for the
impérfections and the consequent
woes and throes that are abundantly
found therein.

Also, if there is nothing else

bat God, it is questionable fro:
what the souls anod matter Wwais
created. Anything cannot arise
from nothing. Tuen God should

have created them from himsslf. If
g0, the defects normally sesn in
souls and matter should also be
there in God.

I'he existance of God.is absolute
because it 15 not conditioned by
any other existence. He is nol
handicapped by any other object.

The theory of abseultism of
the monists forced into -being the
theory of illusion ¢(maya).
Mayavadins (Sankarar School) have
entirely mistaken and misused maya.

450, K. K. S. Road, Jaffna & P
(Fu)jmoon Day).
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Maya explains the transitory nature
of worldly pleasures and their
illusive  character in  deceiving
the souls. There cannot be an
illusion without an  object to be
deluded.

The Sankara School of Vedanta

opts for knowledge to achieve
salvation, which to them is the
destruction of illiteracy  But it

limits the people who are entitled to
obtain knowledge to the Brahmin
fold which has bzen endowed with
the prerogative of studying and
hearing the Vedas. It is surprising
liow the Smartas can stifle the
Saivaities imto  accepting  their
Smartism when it has no salvation
for them.

Saivaism iaospite of a very rich
religious  literature and  highly
logical philosophical expositions
his bscoms endangared dus to

many f(actors some of which are
highly vicious while others aie
duc to ignorance. Instead of

moaning their plight the Savaities
should examins the causes and redeem
their religion which is the fouadation
of thsir culture and civilisation.
The failure of the Saiviites lo
get a basic knowledge of the
fundamsatals of their religion has
contributed very much to this
abominable situation. A lack of
attachment to their religion could
also have intensified their predica-
ment. Proselytism hasn’t been a
major objective in Saivaism.Saivaism
gmacks of fundamentalism. As
such it had bsea very easy for
the so-called uniting forces to make
heavy inroads which had the ill
effects of obliterating the funda-
mentals of Saivaism. “*All religions
are acceptable’’, “'There is only
one: God and only one Deva'',
“Byprything is brahman’’(em-math-
ampum sammatham, Onre kadavul
oruvane devan, ellam Brahman) are
catchy phrasss which have confused
the unsuspecting to follow other
religionists, pray other deities
and follow duping:Swamis,
(¢ Concluded/

Sabai - Jaffna of
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