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The following Address was then
Tead by Mr. A. Sabapathy, Secreiary
of the Reception Committee:

To
Srimath Vivekananda Swamni,

Reversd Sir,

We, the inhabitants of Jaffna

professing  the Hindu religion,
desire to offer you a most hearty
welcome to our lsnd, the chiaef
centre of Hinduism in Ceylon;
and io express our thankfulness
for your kind aceeptance of our
invitation to wvisit this part of
Lanka.

Our ancestors ssttled here from
Scuthern Tladia, more than two
thousand years ago, and brought
with them their religion, which
was patronised by the Tamil kings
of Jaffna; but when their govern-
ment was displacad by that of the
Portuguese and the Dutch, the
observance ol religious riiss was

interfered with, public religious
~worship was prohibited, and the
Sacred Temples, including twe of
the most far - famed  Shrines,

were razed te the ground by the
cruel hand of persecution. [n spiie
of the persistent atiemots of these

nations to force upen our forefa-
thers the Christian religion, they
clung 1o their old faith firmly,

and have transmitted it to us as
the noblest of our heritages. Now
under the rule of Great Britain,
ot only has there been a great
and intslligent revival, but the
sacred edifices have been, and are
being restored. -

We take this opportunity to
express our deepfelt gratitude for
your noble and disinteresied labours

in the cause of cur religion in
carrying the light of truth, as
revealed in  the Vedas, to the

Parljament of Religions, in disse-
minating the truths of the Divine

Philosophy of India in America
and England, and in making the
Western world acquainted with the
truths of Hindoism and thereby
bringiug the West in closer touch
with the East. We also express
our thankfuiness to you for initi-
ating a movement for the revival
of our ancient religion in this
materialistic age when there is a
decadence of faith and a disregard
for search after spiritual truth.

We ecannot adequately express
our indebtedress to you for making
the people of the West know the
catholicity of our religion and for
impressing upon the minds of the
savants of the West the truth thag
there are more things io the Phil-
osophy of the Hindus than are
dreamt of in the Philosophy of
the West,

We need hardly assure you
that wc have been carefully wat-
ching the progress of your Mission
in the ‘“West and always heartily
Tejoicing at your devotedness and
successful  labours in the fieid of
religion. The appreciative references
made by the press in the great
ceptres of  inteilectual activity,
moral growth, and religious inguiry
in the West to you and to your
valuable coniributions to our reli-
gious  literature, bear eloguent
testimony to your noble and magni-
ficent cfforts

We beg to express our heart-
felt gratification at wvour visit to

our lapd and to hopes that we,
who, in common with you look
to the Vedas as the foundation
of all true spiritual koowledge,

may have many mors eccasions of
seeitg you in our midst.

May
crownsd

God, who has  hitherio
your noble work with

conspicuous success, spare you long, -

giviog you vigour and strength
to continue your noble Mission.

poN HEHE -
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We remain, Revered Sir,
Yours Faithfully,

A. Sabapathy
Secretary

S. Nagalingam
Chairman

For and on behalf of
HINDUS OF JAFEFNA,

the

An eloquent reply was given,
and on the following evening the
Swami lectured on Vedantism.
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gift. To me the whole thing
looked repulsive. Ina crowd
of more than 100 persons,
I was the:solitary person who
did not -rush forward for this
prasadam. Even. in ordlnary
houses, with 10—135 guests if
- guest dues not take food, he ts
- missed, whereas in a gather-
ing of .more than 100, I was
in a Lumeu_and did not
_participate in.the sharing of
the food, and I was spotted
“by him and What is more, he
asked some people around him
to get some plantains, tender
uoconut and jaggery. He was-
hed his“hands  meticulously
‘and” thén mixed them. He
called me ‘and asked me **Do
“you like™ thw You did not
“like “the prevlous ‘one’*, Since
‘that was the  trath, T ag-
reed to- whal he said. It was
appropriate - that  youngsters
should’ have- somethmg to
eat. I -was amazed, so also
was the‘entire crowd, at what
the Swamiji did and con-
tinued to say how the Swamiar
could «detect a voungster who
was. Stdndlng in a corner with-
out food. I had a few boils
at this time. Swamiar, mixed
in a coconut shell, a little lime
-and castor oil -and applied
it over the. boils, and . gave
the balance of medicine
_saying thd,(, if. there was any
need should apply the
next mornmg There were
no boils on my face on the
" next morning. The very same
night boils were all healed well
and there was not even a sign
of any boil over the face next
- morning:- and cven to this day.
1. do not understand how the
. ‘bailscould disappear overnight,
 With “my “miedical knowledge
i s cannot say . the elficacy of
this  medicine, but -the fact

“remafus-that " 1° got better, in -
less: then 24-hours, In similar --

cases,even, W1th all scwntzf:lc

b2 A

- person and it

-the opposite

dd\dﬁbea, 1t may takc

anywhere between 5 to 7 days -

or more for the boils to heal.
There is a belief that if one
goes round the  hills of
[iruvannamalai, Tirukkaluku-
ndram or Palani for 40 days
there will be a cure. Many
persons do get cured. Here,
there may be two (factors
operating - graduated exercise
by walking round the hills
means 2 to 3 miles a day
and fresh air, (2) there is
bound to be'in the air some
medication which may have
healing properties It may be
the man is also away from
seat of worries and anxieties
but whatever may be the
reason the fact remains that
people doing this walk round

the mountain with
faith become better. To my
mind it appears - that . apart

from all other factors, it is
the intense faith that makes

_these patients get better.

The mind has got a
great deal to do. It is now
realised in  the modein
medicine under the healing
of *‘psychosomatic disorders’”.
It is possible for a man to
get better or to get worse
by su;:gestlou. By suggestion
it is possible to- cure ‘a
15 also possible
by suggestion to worsen and
even kill a person Unfortu-
nately in this country, we
constantly  give  suggestion
which undermines our n.,lﬂh
bours.  Even. healthy mea

-are often told they are in poor

health, whereas in the Waest
‘obtains. Even
when a man i1s not healthy,
they say ‘“you are . looking
better”” "and that  “'you are
looking years vounger’’. So
the man gets cheered, and
when a series of persons say
like that in

R .!.._.—.- i

_‘_‘,.u
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- is possible for the .

the ‘course. of
the day even .a sick man feels -
;stronger, althcﬂ;;rh he 1s s;ck

wusxda—mi as
eyes to tell a
he 1is looking
fine and healthy. It is time
we discarded such  wrong
notions and stop telling people
that they look- ill and
famished. A French Psychiatrist
wanted to try the effect of
suggestion. He obtainzd- permi-
ssion of the Government to
fry. an L\perlmem on a
condemned convict, He told
that convict ‘*we are going
to kill you by letting out
blood and the death will be

Her; it s
casting evil
person that

painless’’. He blind folded
the convict. He asked some-
body to pour .water freely

so that the noise  could be
heard by the convict. At first
water- was poured freely so
that lot of noise was heard,
then slowly the force was
reduced and as the force was
getting  reduced . he besan
saying what a pity so much

-of blood has beea lost, only

a little more left and that
(oo 1s coming by drops and
is mearly over. As ihe prisoner
was listening to this, he
dropped down and died,

So l'dllh can play a great
role in  the tmatmcm or
healing of diseases. What-
ever may be the disease it
Almighty
to bring about a cure. What
is necessary is intense faith
and that too unquestioned
faith - a faith  which does not
waver. Once we develop such
a thing then we are sure to
get better. 1-am not willing
to say one should go to this
temple or that temple One
should worship God in the
form which appeals to him.
Whatever form .appeals to
a person let him follow that
form:and | am sure the
Lord in His- kindness will look
after him and -save him from
h1s suﬁexmw el rwuemdmu
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VALUE OF FAITH IN CURING DISEASES

M. D., M. R. C. P

(Londen )

Madras.

to control the fever and even
after the control of the fever,
by the time the patient gets
beiter it  takes a few more
days. No patient will get up

— Dr. SUBRAMANIAM, B 5ec.,

Professor of Medicine, Madras Medical College,

Physician, Government General Hospital,
(This 15 an abridged version of an article written by the author in 1970

(Continued from Book 112 No. 12)  of the conditions he used to
0ls v opmbbopisdito 1r111“{056 was. thgt .|lt.,7. would
ridicule and say there is no |¢dve the house within 24 houts.
God. Just 100 years ago if Lurther the doors of the
somebody said a music sung house should be kept open
in America could be heard in 50 long as he was there, so

india or a man speaking in
India could be  heard in
America, it would have looked
foolish but today one can
hear that through Radio. Il
someone  were  asked to
demonstrate the waves in
the air in your room 1t 18
not possible for us to demons
-trate. Given a suitable radio
one can pick up wavelengths-
even with one of the small
transistor radios, one can
pick near by stations but with
a powerful radio one can pick
up  waves from distant
stations. So the fault 1s with
the receiver and not with the
radio stations. Without any
partiality, the broadcast is
there but the capacity of the
receiver to rteccive such a
wave-length, varies. Like that,
the fault is with us for when
a person is well - tuned he
can feel the presence of God
and achieve things which are
not possible for _the lesser
mortals, These are what are
called *‘Attained Isouls’’,
hut these attained souls also
have their limitations - even
they cannot cure all diseases.
There was a Saint 10 Maduorai
popuiarly known as Kattubu-
lam Swamiar. He used (o
wander in a bullock-cart from
Dhanushkoti  to  Villupuram
and return and in no  place
did hec stay for more than
a day particularly when he
visited a private house. (‘}np
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that people could have -easy

access to him. He was more
or less a regular wanderer
and one cannot say with

certatnty whzare he would be
on a particular day. When
he was likely to visit a given
locality, he was very much
sought aiter by the pcople.
It was believed that it he
applied the sacred ashes the
person will get better. What
canpot  be  explained by
scientists, is how recovery
could be cfftected by this
gentleman in  the course of
a few seconds. A very well
to do merchant’s son  had
Pneumonia. The  condition
looked critical. Both  lungs
were involved and the boy
was in a very serious condition,
Somehow the father

boy’s
approached the Swamiar and
he came and applied the
sacred ash. The boy got out
of the bed as if he was
waking from sleep.  This

happened nearly 40 ycars ago
a time at which the modern
antibiotics  were unknown.
Modern antibiotics are really
wonderful. We are no longer
ha\'ing deatl-w due to
the advent
ul d[lllb!()tli.':a, pro\:ide:d the
patient is not ia a very bad
state when treatment is started,
Although we administer these
uiruga it may tdk.e

some hours -

and  walk, s001n after
administeration of the antibio-
tic, as in the case described
above In some cases even
when the Swamiar was called
for, if he just feit that the
case will not survive, he
would not apply the sacred
ash but would start telling

that he was only a potter
by birth and that a potter
cannot treat patients. I have

not known a single case, for
which Swamiar refused to
apply the sacred ash, recover.
Science cannot explain  how
this apparently illiterate
gentleman could foresee what
is awaiting a sick man in bed
and say who will recover and
wno will not and apply the
sacred ash only to these who
will recover, I was a boy of

15 years, when I first saw
him. 1 had  just  written
S.5. L. C. examination. The
Swamiar’s habit was to have
a big mud vessel in the
bullock cart - People from

cvery house used to come for-
ward to offer food. As soon as
the vessel was full the cart
would come to a stop. The
whole tfood matter will be mixed
up. He will give one bolus to
everyone around him and he
wiil himselt take a big bolus.As
Soon as th2 vessel was empty,
he used to wash it and drink the
washed water. People used to
rush. forward for this food and
water and take it as a divine

(Cnntimwd on Page 1'}
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