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(continued from Page 16)

traders, farmers potters, hunters,
fishermen and  untouchabies.
There were also women among
them. Periyapuranam is aperpetual
reminder to the Tamil race that
God’s love and  salvation are
quite  independent of caste,
profession or sex. Here [ can do
no better than quote two simple
lines from the work of Saint
Thirumoolar:
“Love and God are differ
-ent, sayetk the jools;
That Love alone is God ne
one knows.”
Commenting on this beautiful
saying, the late Prof. Remanes
exclaimed, “What has ali the
science and philosophy of the
world done for the thought of

mankind to be compared with the
one doctrine that God is Love?”

The Periapuranam giving
the biographical sketches of the 63
saints is an inspired and inspiring
work by a mystical poet Sekkilar
of the 12th century. Only a poet-
saint could have conceived such a
beautiful poetical work which adds
lustre to the illustrious lives dealt
with, Most of them are Supreme
exemplars of the highest form of
devotion to Siva. Cheraman
Perumal Mayanar was from the
royal family of Kerala. He wasa
friend of St. Sundaramurthi, who
composed the original Pathikam at
Tiruvarur, giving the names of the
sixty three MNayanars. Tradition

AIVAISM
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says that he was inspired to
compose his Thiru Thonda Thokai
by the sight of a vast assemble of]
Siva’s devotees at the hall of
Tiruvarur. However, it is safe to
presume that he was influenced
by the poems of St. Thirumoolar
in regard to the worship of Saints
as the surest and safest path to
salvation. The latter’s name is in
his list. In thanking his friend and
Guru, Sundarar, for helping him to
reach the Lord’s Abode (Heaven),
Cheraman had uttered a great
truth in saying that even if the

devotee is sinful and undeserving,

if he is devoted to a Saint, he
would also gain a place in the
Kingdom of God.

(i be continued)
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The eternal entities are three
in Saivaism, namely, Pathi, Pasu and
Pasam, - God, Sou!l and Matier.
They have neither beginning nor
end. This is thecentral doctrine of
Saivaism. The foremost postulate
of Saiva Siddhanta philosophy is:
* Something cannot come of
nothing or become nothing.” Its
first corollary is: “that whatever is
further unanalysable cannot undergo
any change” This is a unique
scientific statement. At the dawn
of the 20th century, the scientists
held the view that an atom was
indivisible. It was therefore not
expected to undergo change. But
recent discoveries have revealed
that an atom has components, and
inthe near future, it is not unlikely
that these components may be
resolved into more minute
components. When the scientists
ultimately reach the point beyond
which there can be no further
analysis, they are sure io discover
the existence of a component
which is noi subject to any
change. On such abasis is founded
the Siddhanta docirine that the
world is something real and not
an illusion.

Since living beings are
unlimited, souls are aiso
numberiess. Saivaism divides souls
into three distinct groups, Sakalar,
Pralayakalar and vignanakalar,
according to the degrees of the
force of the Anavic grip. This
Anava is one of the three
bondages of the souls, the other
two being Karma (action) and
Maya. Maya is the source of

- Late Mr. K.Ramachandra,Editor: ‘Religious Digest’-

(This Article is an abridged version of one of the eight discourses on Hinduism delivered by
Late Mr.K. Ramachandra in Colombo in 1971 to Sixty four Roman Catholic Nuns.
All the eight lectures were published in 1971 in England and Colombo under the title

Hinduism in a Nutshelli by Machandra Publications)
{continued from Book 113 No:3)

supply of emergy for the soulsto
know, to will and to do.
Umapathisivam succintly explains
this idea in the second couplet of
his work, Thiruvarulpayan: “The
power of God (Siva - Sakthi) works
for the upliftment of all souls to
the condition of God Himself”
But Anava fosters the feelings ofI-
ness and My - ness, and blocks the
passage and prevents the full flow
of the energy that is offered by
Maya.

The very word ‘Anava’is a
significant one, derived from ihe
word *Anu’, - an  atom. It literally
means that which tends to make
the soul’s powers indefinitely
small. In simpler words the
feelings of I-nessand My - ness
are the cause of all the misery in
the world. All the wrong deeds
witnessed are due to a special
value being attached to oneself
and to one’s possessions, applying
one law tc one’s own self, and a
different one to others. However,
the world is ever bent on teaching
a lesson to the wrong - doers.
This is strictly under Karma, the
Law of cause and effect.

The ultimate goal of every
soul is becoming one with God.
This is possible only when the
soul has attained liberation from
Anava, liberation from maya and
liberation from Karma (action). I
do not wish to further burden your
brains with the metaphysics of
Saivaism. I hope I have given you
a few simple ideas for you to
understand something of Saiva
Siddhanta.

Sankhya philosophy
mentions twenty five Tattvas or
principles which constitute the
world. The Saiva Siddhanta
analyses them into thirty six,
naming the 36th, which is the
highest and subtlest, as Nada
Tattvam or Nada Brahman. This is
just below God or Sivam, and
mystical poets are wont to
characterise itself as God and
propitiate it through devotionalj
songs, which consists of sound or
music. The four Samayacharyas
Sambhandar, Appar, Sunderar and
Manickavasagar, arc votaries of]
Siva in His aspect of Supreme
sound or Para Nadam. The
Thevara Hymns of the first three,
and the Thiruvachakam of the
fourth saint are used in the worship
of Siva in all temples. We are
now  discussing the second
categery of the Saiva literatures.
These are known as Tirumurais.
These devotional poems from the
most important landmark in Tamil
literature beginning from the 6th
century, releasing forces of Hindu
regeneration and of the elimination
of Jain and Buddhist influences in
South India. They were arranged
into eleven Thirumurais, including
the work of the great mystic
Thirumoolar, as the tenth. In
addition to them, there is also the
Periapuranam( the great Puranam)
dealing with the biographies of the
sixty three Saints who are held in
veneration even today.

These Saints belong to
different castes; - brahmins, kings

{continued to Page 15)
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