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(continued from Page 16)

life at Madurai reached the ears of
his father-in-law who had friends
there, and with a view to get
more definite information, he sent
messengers. They reported that the
rumour was correct. On hearing
this, Punithavathy, with  her
parents’ consent, went to Madurai
to meet her husband, accompanied
by attendants, suitable to her
status in life. Paramadattan had
learnt of her arrival. He,
accompanied by his new wife and
child, reached the place where she
was, and placing the child at her
feet, both husband and wife
prostrated before her, and asked
for her blessings in their new life.
She was taken aback, and the
relatives who  witnessed  his
peculiar  behaviour were also
shocked. They demanded his
explanation. He said: “She is no
more a human being in my

estimation. Sheis verily a Goddess.
So,1 am worshipping her.”

Realising his  mental
condition, Punithavathy addressed
the Lord thus: “Oh, Lord, as a
dutiful wife, I had felt that this
body belonged to my husband. I
preserved it in physical charm for
his sake. Now that he has
renounced it, do please grant me a
decrepit body.” Her beautiful body
was instantaneously transformed
into a mere skeleton. In that body,
she made a pilgrimage to Kailas
in the Himalayas to the Abode of
Siva. She was welcomed by the
Lord, with intense love and in the
most endearing term: Ammah!
(mother). When granted a boon by
the Lord, She prostrated and
prayed: “Oh Lord of infinite Love
and Mercy! Grant me pure,
unalloyed, eternal love unto Thee.

\ISM

Iwant no more birth. If, however,
I have to take a birth, bless me
with everlasting love for Thee. 1
should never forget Thee.
Whenever You dance, I must be at
Your feet singing Thy praise. I
seek no other favowr” . The Lord

granted her last prayer, and
directed her to proceed to
Thiruvalangadu in South India.
She is still there in spirit

form,worshipped by devotees for
centuries. There is alsoa temple in
her honour at Karaikkal, her
native village, where she is
worshipped as a Goddess. This is
how the virtuous Punithavathy, the
devout daughter of 2 merchant, be
came a Goddess in Saivaism. One
of her inspired hymns to Siva giv
-es an amazing list of the musical
instruments used in her times.

{to be continued)

el UTUTOIFmU - WDl emib

waeas Fpeops LTy ss Gaiay ~ 2003
engey LA FELLITITE BLISSUHIG e snoa fiespnbs uvengst Gsisy 2003
soausrd (1PH0 sunTHas0 e GLimnb.
slledrsmiin (pigey FHas: 15.10.2002
ailademiuiiugab Gup aligwubant 66, ssogrfl afd, Brewsor QEFEFJIc eI LSHed GumeoTii,

S M D

®i. HEGEFI
Ry Eapkayr GFunsTl.
e — - == = === — + o
FDEE FIDUI  OVisdh HEL a6y
(aleuefiiiLIsnes (S0 UILLTAN Ujas aue])
Sy Euem 06 Hez 22.08. 2002 elwmipel Uyenem ey sio
10 al=g 2608 2002 Hrsen FRISLONT  FHITHS
14 gy 30.08 .2002 Geusiied sisHma elfsib
19 glsg 04.09 2002 ussn UpBapragd
21 Slsg 06.09 2002 Glesireri Siwnsureng ey Hio
25 Hag 10.09 .2002 Quosicumil slipnus Foited alysn
27 Fad 1209 .2002 efwnipen agadlg ellys
29 H=g) 14.09 2002 &afl <y euenll ApsOLD
yyng 01 S 1709 2002 Q&sisumii ypLLmg 1ol sy
02 gag 1809 2002 yuzen yEsragsiiysid
04 Hag) 2009 2002 Gasiiel BoL&#T HiGagsib
05 flad 21.09 2002 & - Lipemea sy Sib.

B



Hindu Orean

22.08.2002

Siththirabanu, Aavani 06 { Fullmoon)

iwho

The lady - saini of Karaikkal:

Thename of the lady - saint
is Karaikkal  Ammaivar. She
belonged to the trading community,
and hailed from Karaikkal, a sea
port near Pondicherry in South
India. In introducing the merchant
class to which she belonged, the
saintly author, Sekkilar, emphasises
the fact that the tmaders of
Karaikkal were aclass of people
helped in the eccnomic
stability of the State, by being
truthful, honest and rightecus in all
their dealings. It is refreshing 1o
recall this fact when we have at
the present time many racksteering
and hoarding black - market kings

las traders and importers, who send

tieir goods underground in order
to create an artificial scarcity of
essential food stuffs. A fow vewmrs
ago, we bad in Cevion, thecase of
a trader who was caught in the
heinous act of sending underground

1250,000 pounds of butier, with a

view (o make illegal profit. In
most of the European countries

zeveral tons of these articles are
kept in deep freeze, expecting a
more profitable market in the
futire. Such are the modem
methods of irade and commerce!
and yet their politicians lament
that the world’s civilization in on

the verge of collapsel

Now coming back to our
story, Karaikkal Ammaivar was
born in a wealthy family, and she
was married inlo an  equally
prosperous home. Her child - hood

that produce buiter and cheese,

- Late Mr. K.Ramachandra,Editor: ‘Religious Digest’-

(This Article is an abridged version of one of the eight discourses on Hinduism delivered by
Late MrK. Ramachandra in Colombo in 1971 to Sixty four Roman Catholic Nuns.
All the eight lectures were published in 1971 in England and Colombo under the title

Hinduism in a Nutshell by Machandra Publications)
(continued from Book 113 No:4)

name was Punithavathy, and she
was a devotee of Lord Siva. The
parents who were also devotees of
Siva got the gift of this daughter
after many years of penance and
prayers. Her husband’s name is
Paramadattan. A friend of his
gave him two mangoes one day in
his shop, and he sent them to his
home thiough his servani. As
Punithavathy was busy cooking
the meals for the noon, and had
finished only the rice, she heard a
teeble voice at the gate, asking for
something to satisty his hunger
She came out of the kitchen and
saw a saintly looking man, with
iamished appearance, She thought
it was not fair to ask him to wait
till the curries were cooked. Aad
decided io serve the rice with one
of the mangoes available
Accordingly, she served the meal,
and the Sadhn was satisfied. He
left the plac: afier blessing her.

Paramodatian  came home
for his lunch. While teking his
meal, be remembered the fwo
mangoes he sent, and asked his
wife to serve them as dessert
Punithavathy went in and broughi
the one fruit left, and served it to
him. It was so tasty that he
thought of eating the second one
too, He asked for it. The wife was
perpiexed, and she went into the
Shrine Room and prayed to the
Lord to show her a way to get
out of her predicament. Divine
Destiny was playing its pari. In
her open palms out - stretched in
prayers, she found ancther mango.
She brought it and served it to

him. This was much sweeter than
the previous one. He said: “This is
not an ordinary mango we get inE
the market” She was obliged io
confess what had happened. The
husband was not a man with the
faith his wife was blessed with,
and he was an ordinary man ofl
the world. Hecould not accept the
storv. He imsisted on his wife
getting ancther mango with the
grace of the God if he was to
believe her miraculous episode,
She went in and prayed agzain, and
the prayer was answered.

The Merciful God never
betrays His fithful devotes. She
handed the mango to the husband
and it disappeared at the very
touch of his palm. The man}
became  very  thoughtful, but
managsd to control his thoughts
and [eelings. Saving that he had
some important transactions in the
shop, he leit immediately, On his
way back to the shop, he
meditated on the saintly and holy
character of Punithavathy, and felt
that it was a great sin to live with}
her as her hushand. He did not
want {0 cpen his heart to her. but
on the pretext of going on a trade
mission 1o distant foreign lands,
he left with a ship-load of goods.
Years passed and he did not
refurn home. Acmally, he went to
Madurai in South India itself and
seftled down in  business. He
married another lady there and
had a daughter to whom he gave
the name of his first wife
Punithavathi. The news of his new

{Continued on Page [3)
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