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Hindu Organ

{continued from Page 16)
Universe..... | could only believe
in a God who knows how to
dance. My God is a Divine
Dancer.” These are words from a
Muslim friend. Ido not think that
a more beautiful commentary on
the Cosmic Dance of Siva could
have been given by any living
Saivaite,

The St. Pusalar:

St. Pusalar was an expert

meditation  and
He knew that
inner worship of the Lord is
thousand of times more
efficacious than ceremonies and
external ritualistic worship. For a
long time he had the desire to
build 2 temple for Siva, but he
did not have the means for it
So he mentally gathered the
necessary materials, and built the
temple within step by step, and
finally fixed an auspicious time
for the instaliation of the deity

in
contemplation.

21.09.2002

this the

in it. Just at
Kadava king, who was also a

time,

devotee of Siva had built a
magnificent temple in
Kanchipuram, and by chance had
chosen the date that Pusalar had
mentally fixed. The Lord, who
was gracious to bring the deep
devotion of Pusalar to light,
appeared is a dream to the Kking
and told him that he must
postpone the installation as He
would be going fo the temple
constructed by Pusalar at
Tirunintavur. The king thought
that the latter’s temple must be
much more magnificient than
his for the Lord to prefer it,
and hurried to that spot in search
of the new temple. There was no
temple to be seen, and the king
finally traced Pusalar’s house
and explained to him the dream
and the purpose of his search.
Pusalar was stunned, and  filled
with joy. He exclaimed: “How
kind and merciful is the Lord!
He has accepted my mental

Siththirabanu, Puraddathi 05 ( Fullmoon

shrine as His Abode. Tam really
blessed” The king paid his
respects to the Saint and fixed
another date for the installation
of the deity in his Kanchipuram
temple.

God does not need big
temples. If He is seeking anything
fiom us, it is our love with a
pure heart. He knocks at every
hieart and asks us to permit Him
fo reside there, but most people
ignore this knock. If we take one
step towards Him, he is ready to
take ten steps towards us. Many
peopie ignore Him when they arc
happy and prosperous, and are
guick to call Him when in some
sorrow  or suffering. Pure and
unselfish heart is the best temple
for the Lord. This is the lesson
St. Pusalar’s life teaches us.I have
chosen it for the special signifi
cance it has for modern minds
who seem io think that temple -
going is sheer waste of time, *

{fo be continued)
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1WCosmic Dance:

Lord Siva, as a God of
Love and of infinite Grace, is
worshipped as the Saviour and
Guru of humanity, and Saiva
scriptures claim that Chidam
baram, where His Dance is
going on etermnally, is the heart
of the Universe. In order to free
the souls from the three bonds of
Anavam, Karma and Maya, Siva
is engaged in five kinds of
activities, assuming the forms and
names of Drahma, Vishnu, Rudra,
Maheswara and Sadasiva. The
five activitics are called creation,
preservation, destruction, veiling
and grace. The Dancing Siva
represents all these forms and
expresees all the five activities.

“No atom moves but by
His motion.” so said our ancient
sages. This rule appliss to the
microcosm as well as to the
macrocosm. After considerable
researches, modern  science
accepts this fact partly today. In
the same way as it has
discovered the secret in the heart
of the -atom, it must ultimately
delve into the secret of the
human heart, which is the sacred
platform { Arangu) for the Dance
of Bliss (Ananda Thandavam) by
Nadarajah, the Supreme Lord of
the Universe, In one of his
inspiring poems  the great Saint
Thayumanavar of the 18th
century emphasises that the
ideals of all religions find their
fuifilment in Chidambaram, the
common ground of all faith and

SAIV/

- Late Mr. K.Ramachandra, Editor: ‘Religious Digest’- :
(This Article is an abridged version of one of the eight discourses on Hinduism delivered by
Late Mr.K. Ramachandra in Colombo in 1971 to Sixty four Roman Catholic Nuns.
All the eight lectures were published in 1971 in England and Colombo under the title
Hinduism in a Nutshell by Machandra Publications)

(continued from Book 113 No:§)

the leveller of all creeds. The
unigue features of
Chidambaram lie in the fact that
in this sacred shrine alone the
God Almighty is worshipped in
all His three important aspects, -
Sakala, Nishkala, and Sakala -
Nishkala, i.e., with form, without
form, and both  combined.
Nadarajah represents the Lord
with form. The formless aspect
is known as Chidambara
Rahasya. The third aspect is
known as Spadikalingam.

" Now let me give some brief
details of the Dancing Siva. The
drum held in His  right hand
represents His  act of Creation,
the fire in His left hand stands
for Destruction, the right hand
palm turned outwards represents
Protection, the right foot firm on
the prosirate human body stands

for Veiling or Involution, and the
raised iefi  foot stands  for
Salvation of the souls. The

prosirate body represents human
cgoism, which has fo be crushed
before salvation. It was after
killing the demon Andhska of
darkness that Lord danced His
Cosmic Dance, which was the
expression of Supreme Joy which
alone sustains the universe. The
myth of the conquest of
Andhaka signifies the victory of
the forces of light over those of
darkness, of wisdom  over
ignorance, and of the supreme
good over all that is evil.

In this connection, 1 wish
to quote some Western historical

references in regard to this
Cosmic Dance. Lucian, the Greek
writer ' {rom Samosata, while
conceding that the Art of Dance
is as old as the world, attributes
the invention of the dance fothe
goddess Rhea, and states that
“dancing and music were more
particularly  cultivated by the
Greeks than by the rest of the
ancients” Goddess Rhea who
geve birth to Zeus on the
mountain of Dikte in the Island
of Crete belonged to a period
much later than Siva worship.
The very idea of dancing had a
sacred and mystic meaning to the
carly Christians. Origen, one of
the greatest thinkers of all time,
who belonged to the 2nd and 3rd
centuries A.D., prayed that
“above all things there may be
operative in us the mystery of
the stars dancing in Heaven for
the sclvation of the Universe.”

Mirza Ahmad Sochrab, a

Sufi writer of repute, residing in
U.S.A, writers: “I want the new
God of my world to dance and
pour upon the faded, joyless
spirits, the exuberance and
gaiety of the Stars, for now |
know that the stars are dancing
in the heavens for the salvation
of the Universe, and now 1 know
that dancing and praying are the
same. The dance is at once to
worship and to pray, for as the
Stars dance in the sky, so the
gods themselves play and dance.
To dance is to take part in the
Cosmic  contrel of the
{Continued on Page 15)
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