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(comtinued from page 16)
prayer at Kataragma and
Munneswaram in thousands.
You cannot find sucha scene
in any other part of the world.
This spirit of harmony and
tolerance accounts for the pre
sence of Skanda Shrines in
Sinhalese places like Panadura,
Kalutara, Galle and so on. There
are Shrines for Skanda in
many Buddhist temples as
well. The Skanda Purana is
too voluminous a work for
discussion in a discourse like
this. I wish to make merely a
passing reference to the advent
of Lord Skanda from the third
eye of Siva to save the world
fromevil and doom. Six sparks
emanated from Siva’s third
eye in the middle of the eve-
brows, and they were taken
care of by six nymphs (Karthi
gai maidens) in the pond of
Saravana, and when Parvathi,
Siva,s Consort, handled them
together, Skanda appeared as
a baby with six faces.

Non-Hindus are perplexed
and puzzled when they see
the Hindu Gods and Godde
sses with more than one face
and many hands. They cannot
easily grasp their true
significance. A brief

explanation is  there fore
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considered essential at this
point to clear all possible
misunderstanding in your
minds. According to the Chan
dogya Upanishad, “The
Infinite is below, above, behind,
before, to the right, to the
left.” In other words, it sees
all the four directions. and the
upper and lower worlds, Lord
Skanda’s six faces represent
this truth. In Skanda Purana,
Lord Siva, whe is described as
the God with five faces,
declares that Himself and His
son, Skanda are identical, and
that the latter has an additi
onal face known as Athomu
kam It is aface looking down
below, blessing the sinners,
out-castes and down-trodden.
This fact accounts for the
worship of Skanda being so
popular among the veddahs,
hunters, fisherfolks and abori
gines. He is their favourite
God as witnessed at Kata
ragama (South Ceylon) and
Sella Sannithy (North Ceylon).

Skanda is reputed as a
Lord of War, and Mars
represents Him. Ares, son of
Zeus and Hera, of the Greek
mythology was identified by
the Romans with Mars,
whose  worship  spread
through Macedonia to Thebes
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SAIVAISM

and Athens. There is another
interesting  legend  which
appears to be an echo of the
story relating to Skanda’s
advent. I am mentioning it
here just to remind you how
certain  religious principles
and practices had been
spreading from one culture to
another, from one country to
another. Plutarch tells us that
Numa, the second king of
Rome, appointed the ever-
living fire to be worshipped
as the first cause of all
things. This is the same old
-concept of Saivaism. If ever
the sacred fire was allowed to
go out, it could never be
relighted from other fires. but
must be taken direct from the
rays of the sun by the Pontifix
Maximus himself. The temple
where this sacred Light was
worshipped was served by the
Vestal Virgins who had
vowed to chastity. Both they
and their chastity were highly
revered and honoured. Stran
gely enocugh, the number of
Virgins at the temple of Vesta
was six as in the case of
Karthiga: maidens mentioned
earlier. The said temple
existed till Emperor
Theodosius  extinguished the
fire andclosed it in 394 A.D.

{ conclnded)
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In every Saivaite temple
built according to Agamic
mjunctions, you will find
Shrines for Lord Vigneshwara
and Lord Skanda (Murukan in
Tamil). They are called the
sons of God Siva and His
consort Paravathi. There are
separate temples also for them
in every village. Their worship
is so popular. If we analyse
life philosophicaily, we will
find that it is the sum-total of
the evolution of a problem,
and its consequent solution. It
is an unbroken chain of pro
blems - evolved and solved.
The power that controls life is

the Lord of obstacles or
Vigneshwara, Such 2 power
must naturally be supreme,

the lord of loxds, and with no
superior to control him. Hence
he is known as Vinayaka. He
must also be the most ancient
one. S0, he 1s addressed as
Adhibhagawan. He is the first
one that ever manifested in
the mind, from the first word
AUM, the sacred Mantra. I
have already explained that
Nadam or Sound 1s next to
God. Spiritual  scientists in
ancient times meditated on the
physical representation of the
mystic word AUM  and
discovered that it resembled
the head ofan elephant With
jthe passage of time. the
mystie significance became
oblivious, the form of the
word gained importance. He

SAIVAIS

- Late Mr. K.Ramachandra,Editer, ‘Religious Digest’-

(This Article is an abridged version of one of the eight discourses on Hinduism delivered by
Late Mr.K. Ramachandra in Colombo in 1971 to Sixty four Roman Catholic Nuns,
All the eight lectures were published in 1971 in England and Colombo under the title

‘Hinduism in a Nutshell’ by Machandra Pablications)

is also known as Ganapathy
because he is the Lord of the
five elements. I can only
conclude that He is more real
today than the mind which
created Him. No Hindu
religious worship or any ritual
ceremony start without first
mvoking the blessing of
Vinayaka. The following
extract taken from a recent
publication, Japasutram, by
Swami  Pratyagatmananda
Saraswati of Calcutta,
explains the deep significance
of the mystic figure of
Vinayaka:

“The mystic figure of
Vinayaka or Ganesha is a
living symbol or image of
Omkara. Ganesha wears the
head of an elephant and as
such the trunk occupies a
prominent position in  the
figure. This holds a deep
significance. In the variously
inspired images of Omkara,
the trunk is found depicted in
three different and distinct
postures: sometime it is up-
raised, sometime it hangs
forwards in the natural manner
and again it is shown in the
middle as a double trunk in
which the ends are curled up
and down. The first symbo -
lizes the movement of creation
orevolution; the second that
of dissolution or involution;
and the third, the natural
nexus or the ground of
equipoise between the two.”

M

The second son of Siva
and Parvathi is called Skanda.
Murukan is His most ancient
name and He is also popularly
known as Lord Subramaniya or
Arumugaswamy. Skanda
Purana deals with his advent
and mission in avery elaborate
manner and this Purana is
available in both Sanskrit and
Tamil languages. The Tamil
version composed by Sri Kach
chiyappasivacharya is as
popularas the Periapuranam of
Sekkilar and the Thiruvilaiyadal
puranam of Paranjothi. in the
Hindu  educational system
organi zed by the great Hindu
reformer of Jaffna, Sri Arumu
aga Navalar these three Tamil
Puranas were taught In the
schools and temples. The
students learnt their Saivaism
through them and the Thevaram,
and Thiruvach sakam in the
primary schools much more
casily. That the worship of
Murukan has been very
popular in Ceylon from time
mmmemorial is proved by the
existence of the ancient
Shrine of Kataragama. Not
only the Hindus of all sects,
but even Buddhists have been
worshippers of Skanda. In
fact, this worship has been
for many centuries a unifying
force. It is a sight for the
gods to see and enjoy the
way -in which Hindus and
Buddhists join together in

(Continued on page 15)
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