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Hindu Organ

NAVALAR was deeply
religious, His activities proceeded
from his religion, Service to man
was service to God. He served the
Shaiva Religion not because it was
his religion or it was the true
religion but because he loved
Shiva. Even his service to the Tamil
Language was regarded by him as
service to his Religion, bacause he
thought that the study of Thamil
was not an end but a means to love
and serve God.

‘BOMSTEY  QLUI LKL 6TeT
GlsireD  sursulser

EOmTaT Gsmpr o Giyafar

He knew no fear, because
he did not prize even his body. We
have seen that attempts were made
on his life both in Jaffna, and in
India. But these did not deviate him
in any way from his cause of
action. He had a regard for
religious men. But he never
respected wealth or power. Though
he received contributions for his
school, he never accepted presents
made to him personally. When the
head of Thirnavaduthurai Adhinam
visited his school at Chida-
mbaram, he presented him with a

shawl and two vesties. Navalar
' sent the price of these presents to
him, requesting him to make with
that money the necessary repairs in
Marai -Gnana Sambandar's temple
near Chidambaram./The successor
elect of the Adhinam sent him
eighty rupees. He returned the
same to him by a Bank draft. Just as
he was free from fear, he was
equally free from ordinary anger.
4 One day, his cook, in a fit of
madness, took a large quantity of

ivalar's |

SAIVAPERIYAR PULOLYOOR S, SIVAPATHASUND

rice and threw it on his face.
Navalar was calm and unmoved.

He sympathetically tried to
find out why he did it. But Navalar
was not free from righteous
indignation. One day his elder
brother, Tyagarajah wishing to
know the extent of Navalar's
religious feeling, said to his hearing
that the stories of Periya Puranam
were all false. Navalar became mad
with fury and chased his elder
brother who got into a room and
locked himself in. Others in the
house intervened and Navalar
withdrew. But, when an insuli to his
religion or to his country came in
writing, there would be no one to
intervene and his ire had full sway.
One Veerasamy Mudaliar of
Narasinga Puram had somewhere

oritten disparagingly of Jaffna.
MNavalar came to know of this. He
collected materials not only of the
writer but also of his superior, and
wrote a counter attack {This is said
to be the joint work of Navalar and
Shivapadanesapillai of Madras.)
which showed no sign of metcy.
The booklet that Navalar wrote was
full of the glories of Jaffna and the
glorious stupidities of the
Mudaliar. From the list of glories |

quote one. The temple of
Rameshvaram, held in great

veneration even by the people of
Northern India was built by a king
of Jaffna according to an
inscription in the Holy of Holies of
the temple. The temple of
Vedaranyam was built by Tillai-
natha Tambiran of Jaffana, to which
the Rajah of Tanjore gave extensive
lands and other sources of income,
as a reward for the cure of a disease
of the Rajah's son, effected by the
Tambiran with no medicine other
than Sacred Ashes. Navalar also

made a personal counter attack on
the Mudaliar, The Mudaliar was the
third assistant to the Head Thamil
Pandit of a school, Navalar, who had
access to the subject matter of an
answer paper written by the Head
Pandit in public examination,
quotes enough from it to show that
he did not know even the elements
of Thamil Grammar. Of such an
ignoromous the Mudaliar was the
third assistant, and was afterwards
relieved even of this humble post, in
consequence of his utter
inefficiency, Those who can relish
an unsparinig merciless attack will
do well to read this pamphlet.

Navalar had good social
instincts, One day, when he was
teaching in his school , he heard the
cry, 'fire". He darted like an arrow,
reached the house that was burning,
and did ali he could, along with
others. to put out the fire. One of his
pupils had an attack of small pox.
He visited him everyday, in spite of
the insisitence of his friends that he
should not go there. He took part in
politics too. When a successor had
to be appointed in place of Sir
Muttukumaraswamy as the Thamil
member of the Legislative Council,
he held several meetings in support
of Mr. (later Sir) PRamanathan
agaianst the candidature of]
Advocate C. Brito, a personal friend
of his, but not one so well gualified
as the former.

Navalar was a scholar and
author, teacher and preacher
exemplar and reformer, mighty
genious and indefatigable worker,
lover of Thamnil, lover of Shai-
vaism and lover of God. Another
fike him the Thamil land has
not seen for several centuries.

——
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