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Yoga Swamigal - a great visionary
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Siva Yoga Swami

Mr. Samy Pasupati
(Australia)

The first pictures

There were no pictures of Swami. The devotees
understood that he did not wish it be taken. It was said
that when attempts are made to take a picture of Swami,
mysteriously he would not appear in the picture.

When my father, Dr VT Pasupati was the Physician and
0IC of the Hospital in Chilaw in 1950, we were graced by
Swami’s visit to my parents’ residence. Swami stayed for a
few days. My mother, Kamalambikai, a deeply religious lady,
told me that we were blessed that we were able to be in His
presence. However when Swami was not there, perhaps she
meant now or in the future, all of Swami’s disciples would
wish very much that they should have a
picture of Swami for their prayers. Would
| take a picture early next morning when
Swami is meditating? If Swami got angry
she would take full responsibility. The next
morning about 5.30 or 6 am Swami was in
meditation at the furthest corner of the
Lounge. | was not to enter that room, but
was to take a picture from the adjoining
room.

At breakfast Swami enquired whether
anyone had come when he was meditating.
My mother kept silent. Later that morning
when Swami was seated in a chair out on the verandah,
my mother said “seumdl, prseT @6 aufiu el aslg GLmbd®
(Swami, we made a big mistake). Swami who had known my
mother from her infancy, the daughter of one of Swami’s
early disciples, Physician Kasthuri Muthukumaru who was
about the same age as Swami, said ‘% ereient LewLp ElEieumi?”
(what mistake will you make?) meaning that she wouldn’t
make a mistake. Of course Swami would have known that
this picture was being taken. My mother still feeling guilty
said ‘seundeow Galsmnos g uLb aGsHLGLMD (We have
taken a picture without asking Swami) Swami was silent
and then to our relief, he laughed aloud and said ‘senGuy
SBEaILNSESeD 6 aGHAL LML (many have tried to take, you

have taken) We were relieved. | was emboldened and then
asked ‘Beigpis @ UL siGéastLn? (shall | take one more?)
Swami responded, ‘Gap LD Gurngib (one picture is enough).
A little while later He sald ‘e sEEILnignEear, Bearasmei® e’

(you have taken one, take another). That is the picture of
Swami seated in a Chair,

These two pictures, the first of Swami in meditation
and the other of Swami seated in a chair are perhaps the
only two pictures of Swami when He was physically well
and are now freely available everywhere,

A few reminiscences

My maternal grandfather Kasthuri Muthukumaru was
one of Swami’s earliest disciples and being of about the
same age as Swami, they were mare like friends although he
maintained his immense respect for Swami. At every meal
there was always an extra plantain leaf laid on
the table in case they were blessed with a visit
by Swami. My mother related how one day she
had served the food for my grandfather when
he suddenly got up and went to the road. There
was Swami coming along. Swami laughed aloud
and said 1§ eriTeman 5L Syeniunzasipmil (you are
trying to tie me up and rule mel).

Swami would ask many of his devotees who
had serious worries about their illness to go and
see Muthukumaru Pariyariar and later on his
son Cathiravel, my mother’s father and brother
respectively). Many are the stories of patients
being cured when previously all hope had been lost. Was
it the medicine, Swami’s miracles, or both? Swami took a
personal interest in this, a virtually charitable institution.
This was a practice dating back to the time of Kasturiar and
before him, his Guru Sunthara Gnaniar, a Gnani). Swami
would say ‘the medicines that would defeat Yama's efforts
are being prepared there’.

swami would also come often to my parents’ adjoining
house. Word would get around and many would gather;
passing vehicles would stop. Swami would speak with all
of them. | remember vividly one instance. A youngster

standing near Swami suddenly fainted. Swami enquired |

of his mother ‘Sl CEGseD IGSDHT? (does this ocecur
regularly?) On the mother saying it was so, he said ‘ge Siliug
aueunar. (why should it be so?) The youngster never had

such an episode thereafter. He is now a much respected

medical consultant overseas.




A much respected
educationist after having a
serious difference with his
senior colleague, had decided
that he would not be going back
to that institution. Going past
our house, in a very worried
state, he heard Swami was
seated on the veranda. He
came and stood along with
the others, worried but saying nothing. In a short while,
Swami looked at him and said ‘you go back on Monday,
he will realise his mistake’. He went back on Monday and
everything worked out.

My father had gone to the UK for further postgraduate
medical studies. One day Swami came home and told
my mother ‘sieusny 2 LGar eupéesmeoay’ (ask him to come
immediately). Being a devout follower, my father took
the first available ship. That ship turned out to be the last
before the war. My father could well have been in the UK
for the whole period of the war with my mother and the
six children in Ceylon for the five to six years.

Mr Satchithananda was in the UK for his accountancy
studies. Through the night there had been a
gas leak from the heater. He had apparently
lost consciousness. In the morning he found
himself outside his door, out in the open.
Swami told his father in Jaffna not to worry
as his sonwas OK. The father couldn’t quite
understand the meaning of what Swami had
said till he heard from his son. He always
believed that Swami had saved him.

Mr Satchithananda’s family, my wife and
| were driving down to Jaffna from Colombo
in the days of the anti- Sri campaign, On
the way were large crowds with long poles
and rocks blocking the road, stopping and
attacking cars. A boulder thrown missed us. Stopping could
have been fatal. Mr Satchithananda, praying to Swami
for His intervention, ploughed into the crowd. They all
scattered. Thoroughly shaken up, we drove straight to
Swami’s Ashram. As we entered, Swami asked fsssmeus
sugssnenm 2 (did the Singhalese hit you?) Swami no doubt
had answered the prayer.

Swami was immensely fond of children. My wife Isha in
her innocence as a child would run and sit on His lap. Swami
would get her to sing GaenmiGsnn siionGy, a religious folk
song befitting a child of her age.

On one of Isha’s school holiday visits to Jaffna, Swami
told her “eenée wpg. BliugnGen sewnenib wipsssr (0N your
next visit bring a gold sovereign). It could well have been
any day, date or time. Obviously He knew. When she went
to Swami the next holidays many months later, she placed
the sovereign on a betel leaf and gave it to Swami. Swami

immediately handed it to an apparently very poor couple
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seated there who had come to tell Swami of the impending .
marriage of their daughter,

Shortly after our marriage we went to receive His
blessings. As we entered he said '2_SUEG Pl Shibifemen
Ueremenasmgn@ar? (you have three sons?). Then Swami
laughed aloud and said ‘srarse Lwpd. BiugnGer s
woipserd. (| am getting old. You married only now) Well, we
are now blessed with three sons,

On some of Swami's visits to the Dispensary we, who
were students at that time, would be told that Swami
wished to see us. We would go there with a mixture of awe
and affection; never an element of fear. Swami would get
us to write down what he said. Swami would then take the
paper and go away. Those | believe were to be part of the
Natchinthanai songs.

We would look forward to going to Swami's Ashramanm.
If it was in the morning, there was also the possibility that
Swami would getinto the car; a great pleasure and privilege
for us. He may go as far as Chunnakam market. He would
send us off telling us that He would walk back.

There was a time when some devotees were worried
that Swami was neglecting His health, notwithstanding the
great love and care of the Thirunavakkarasu
family. He also was walking very long
distances. A few of His devotees hence
arranged among themselves to take turns
so that one of them would arrive at the
Ashramam each morning hoping that
Swami would make use of their car. This
arrangement worked smoothly only for a
couple of weeks. Swami had got wind of it
and chased all of them away. He wanted to
continue with His very simple ways.

How very sarry many of us feel that our
grandchildren and some of our children do
not now have the opportunity that we had
in our time to be in the presence of such a great saint.

We were also privileged to have had Santhasamy
(Viscount Lord Soulbury) staying with us whenever he
came to Colombo. It would invariably be for the purchase
of a Tractor, which he drove himself, other implements or
spares for the Sivathondan Farm in Chenkaladi, the produce
from which was used for Annathanam.

On one such visit he expressed the need to go to the
UK High Commission to renew his Passport. He did not
want an appointment made; “we will stand in the Queue
like the others” he said. Dressed in a very old and simple
suit and an old hat, after being in the Queue for a fairly
long time we approached the Reception Counter. With
one look at His passport all work stopped; there was total
excitement. A Viscount Lord was in the office! Everyone
was running around, the High Commissioner invited Him
in and extended all their courtesies. That was the humility
of Santhasami, one of Swami’s great disciples.

(9B pen
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Maha Muni

var Of Jaffna His
Holiness Siva Yoga Swamigal

By Dr. Mrs. Indra SivaYoham F.R.C.S(Eng) F.R.C.Ophth
(Consultant Ophthalmic Surgeon,United Kingdom
Deputy President All Ceylon Hindu Congress 1981-1983.)

This turbulent world with it’s quota of conflict and
subjugation has from time immemorial been sanctified by
messengers from God who have gained entry into a super
conscious state of Bliss in which their minds open up and
become illumined after many years of concentration,
meditation and contemplation. Among such Sidhars and
occupying a prestigious place in near contemporary times
was Siva YogaSwamy, of Ceylon

=8 R

Early Years

Born on 29th May 1872 to Hindu parents in
Maviddapuram,in North Ceylon, and named Sathasivam.
Having lost his father at two years of age,he was moulded
entirely by the mother, till he was ten years of age. Having
had his education at St. Patrick’s College, Jaffna, he joined
the Government service as Store Keeper in the irrigation
Department in Killinochi, working diligently and winning
the admiration of his superior, Engineer Brown. Devoting
his leisure hours to acquiring Spiritual knowledge
prompted by an inner anguish and a yearning for the
realisation of God, he would go on foot from Killinochi to
Nallur Kandaswamy Temple in Jaffna on weekends and on
one such occasion came into the ambience of Chellappa
Swami who was to be his Guru. The benediction which
ensued was, the Guru shouting at him, querying,” Do you
know who you are? Look within.”

Renunciation

From then on YogaSwami’s desire for asceticism was
intense and he took to long periods of intense meditation
(Thapas) beside his Guru, exposed to the elements
without intake of food or water. He travelled on foot
the length and breadth of Ceylon to Holy shrines such
as Kathirgamam at the command of His Guru. On such
occasions, miracles happened such as, divine messages by
God, in dreams to individuals. identifying Yogaswamy as
Murugan himself and to receive him accordingly, to quote
a few. As YogaSwami's fame spread many were those who
sought His Blessings silently with no spoken word, but
the response from Swami was unigue to each individual
although not directly spoken, but spoken aloud to the

congregated seekers and each would pick out what was
meant for him. This might sometimes not be relevant at
the time but could convey what was to be.

People from all walks of life, rich and poor, Hindus,
Christians, Muslims and Buddhists, locals and foreigners,
all gained immensely from his Darshan. The intellectual
son of the then serving British Governor General of ||
Ceylon, Lord Soulbury became the disciple of Swami, and

was given benediction as Shantha Swami. who in turn
renounced the world, and took up residence in a hut
constructed jointly by himself and Swami Gowribala on
the river bank at Selva Sannithy Temple. The latter was

a German Professor who in turn was a disciple of Yoga '
Swami. In addition there were foreign diplomats who had
benefited immensely from Swami’s guidance.

Advent of Special Disciple

YogaSwami was characteristically dressed in plain
white Dhoti and did not count anything as His possessions
except the Padukkas of his Master, Chellappa Swami.
YogaSwami appeared in the dream of a young American
in San Francisco, in 1946 and informed him to seek Swami
outin the East, indicating that Swami was his Guru, without
divulging his name. This young man, Robert Hanson, in his
very early 20s and who was head of San Francisco Ballet,
set out immediately, by boat and eventually located Siva
YogaSwamy in Jaffna, having been to all parts of India and
Ceylon in search. The American spent little under three
years in Jaffna, and during this period with no visible or
audible transfer of knowledge, became equipped with
formidable fount of knowledge. Hanson was benedicted
as Sri Sivaya Subramuniya Swami, and returned to San
Francisco. At the time of his departure Siva Yoga Swami
imparted a strong slap on the back of the departing
disciple, stating “Roar like a Lion and Let this resound all

the world over”
This has certainly come to pass as the Aadheenam

set up by Sivaya Subramuniya Swami, also known to
many as Gurudeva in the island of Kauai, Hawaii, is
located on a magnificient expanse of 350 acres on the
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banks of the Wailuwa River.
The landscaped grounds, is
in part, home to a Rudraksha
forest, A beautiful Temple
dedicated to Lord Natarajah,
and various locations in the
grounds to altars for Lord
Murugan , Dakshina moorthy,
Lord Ganesh, and renowned
Saiva Saints .Masterly publications by Sivaya Subramuniya
Swami titled, Living with Siva, Dancing with Siva, and
Merging with Siva (Proof of the imbibed knowledge from
YogaSwamigal) are certainly confirmation of response to
the command. There are devotees of YogaSwami drawn
from many countries and continents.
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Natchinthanai

Many compositions in Lyric that even surpass in quality
and content the Panniru Thirumurai of the Four esteemed
Saiva Saints, sprang spontaneously from YogaSwami and
have been documented and published as Natchinthanai
and excel in appeal to seekers of knowledge. Spontaneous
pronouncements both in Tamil and English, with deep
concealed meanings. were made from time to time by
YogaSwamy and have been carefully scribed by ardent
devotees and published in print. YogaSwami has enabled
many sincere devotees to experience His bountiful Grace by
avertingdanger, Blessingin person orvia anintermediary, or
appearing in different locations simultaneously to different
sets of devotees. This however was not necessarily Swami’s
Modus Operandi, He was unfathomable. A renowned
Indian Professor was visiting Jaffna on a lecture tour, and
had done so over several years and had been a devotee of
YogaSwami. He woke up one morning and discovered he
had lost his power of speech and was absolutely shattered
unable to accept the situation. In desperation he went to
Swami’s residence but was unable to convey anything. He
was given a tough talk by YogaSwamy, as he had planned
to go to Colombo for treatment. Swami told the Professor
“ Come and see me after your public lecture tonight”. At
this, the Professor was delighted, as this conveyed that
the faculty of Speech would return, and it did. when this
Prof.A.S. GnanaSambandan returned that evening,Swamiji
had a long blissful conversation, and in conclusion revealed
to him a rather surprising intention saying, “ Let us - you
and me -” bury the works of Kambar and Sekhizhar and re
invent their work in a new format” And so it turned out,
that when Prof Gnana Sambandan returned to India, there
were more than twenty requests from different sources
for indepth analysis of material relevant to Sekhizhar and
also that of poet Kambar.

Contemporary Miracle

My dear parents, the late Hon. Supreme Court Justice
Saiva Sigamany Pon. Sri Skanda Rajah and Mrs. Kanmany
Sri Skanda Rajah, and we children, had known Swami
personally right upto His Maha Samadhi in March 1964,
When my dear Father had sought a fervent Dharshan
of SadGuru YogaSwami in 1938, and fell at Swamis Holy
feet, Swami touched father on his shoulder saying “This
is how Queen Victoria knighted Sir Pon Arunachalam”
imparting Sparisa Deeksha to father and also said I have
good reports of your dispensing justice” It is noteworthy
that when a Supreme Court Session commences in any
part of the country, the presiding judge is expected to
seek divine guidance in dispensing justice by attending
the place of warship that his religion caters, along with
retinue of [awyers and the court staff. It so happened that
when father commenced the Supreme court sessions in
Jaffna,Father sought divine guidance at the prestigious
Nallur KandaSwamy Temple from Lord Murugan and at
the same time guidance of SivaYogaSwamy who reigned
physically and spiritually at the same venue.

When | had returned to the United Kingdom and
was continuing to function as Consultant Ophthalmic
Surgeon from 1983, | had a dream in 1995 that | was
being accompanied by the High Priest of the famous
Munneswaram Temple of Ceylon, to a beautiful location
where a thatched hut was seen in the centre of a little
man made island surrounded by a Lotus pond. The island
itself was connected to the surrounding land by a little
wooden bridge, and that, as | approached the entrance
to the cottage Yoga Swamy came out, (although this
was oceurring 21 years after Maha Samadhi,) and that |
prostrated at His feet, and Swami Blessed me profoundly..
My husband Dr. Sivayoham, and | decided to travel to the
Aadheenam in Hawaii perhaps being prompted in my ‘
mind that the location could be in Hawaii. Having arrived
at the Aadheenam in Hawaii and had Gurudeva- Sivaya
Subramaniya’s Darshan, one of the renunciates - Rishi
Thondunathan- was instructed to take us around to
view the grounds of the Aadheenam. On inquiring from
Rishi Thondu Nathan as to where Gurudeva resided,
and when we were shown,we were amazed to note that
it was exactly what | had dreamt of and concluded that
YogaSwamy lives on within His disciple GuruDeva. We
came to know also that construction of the cottage had
taken place at the time of my dream. Approximately five
years later when the Aadheenam’s website announced
their intention to install a statue of YogaSwamy on the
brim of the very same Lotus pond, my husband and |
had, with great pleasure, met financially the cost of the
prestigious and blissful venture.
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Surgical Service to Visually handicapped in
Northern Sri Lanka.

When the Temple Bell for Selva Sannithy that was
commissioned in the UK was ready for delivery,it turned
out that the, hitherto closed trunk route A9 in Northern
Sri Lanka was reopened a couple of weeks earlier ata time
the Government had commenced negotiations with LTTE
. The timing of these events seemed to be initiated from
a Divine Hand.

The Lions Club of Jaffna and the Eye Surgeon Jaffna,Dr
Kugathasan, taking advantage of freedom of travel, in the
North,decided to conduct Screening Eye clinics to identify
patients who were incapacitated due to Cataracts in the
Northern Province, Kilinochi and Vavuniya and Wanni. They
scheduled Surgical Intervention for late August the same
year. Ateam of five British EyeSurgeons,Three Anaesthetists
and three operating theatre nurses were formed and | was
invited to lead the team.| had independently expected to
travel myself to be at Selva Sannithy at the Flag Hoisting
Ceremony of the annual Festival on which occasion
the New Bell would also be installed in the BelfryThe
time for which the Surgical project was scheduled quite
independently, coincided exactly with Festival at Selva
Sannithy surprisingly.The surgery was to be performed at
the very spacious, purpose built Ophthalmic Theatre in
the Teaching Hospital in Jaffna,which could easily house
six operating tables simultaneously.The Lions Club had
arranged to provide transport to the hospital for Surgery
to each patient, and returning home after review the next
day. Work commenced each day examining patient by the
departmental team and patient being sent to Theatre for
surgical removal of Cataract and insertion of Intra Ocular
Lens implant under local Anaesthesia administered by
the Anaesthetist. | ensured that the patient would be
listening to recorded religious music to keep them calm.
Surgery continued from 7.00am each day to 7.00p.m.over
a period of eight working days. Sight was restored to 330
eyes on this first year.During this project in 2002 a lady
Anaesthetist Dr. Mrs Natkunarajah and myself went to

Nallur Kandaswamy Temple before dawn and worshipped
at the entrance on three occasions.Before leaving Jaffna
the entire team which included English men and women
went and worshipped inside the Temple.On my visit in
2002, had the unique opportunity of being taken by Rishi
Thondu Nathan and mother to pay homage at Chellappa
swami’s Samadhi, and also to YogaSwami’s Ashram at
Columbuthurai, for which | am ever grateful. In 2003
surgery was performed at Jaffna as well asGeneral Hospital
Vavuniya, and in 2004 at Vavuniya and Wanni with similar

time schedules, enabling
vision to be restored to a
total of 820 eyes with great
satisfaction to the recipients
enabling them to lead near
normal lives. We, in turn felt
immense fulfilment, in that
we had financed the project
ourselves but valued the time
| spent in the terrain that our MahaMunivar YogaSwami
lived and worked when He was in employment in the
irrigation department in IRRANAIMADU, and were
appreciative of the role played by the Lions Club of Jaffna
in helping with transport of patients.

5061E) GGYDE FOITHD

Programme of Pilgrimage with The Hawaii
Aadheenam

In 2004 when the Aadheenam conducted “The
Indian Odyssey” a memorable Pilgrimage to South India,
precisely Tamil Nadu, | was among a group of 96 devotees |
drawn from around sixteen different countries. | was
one among four individuals who had personal contact
with the Great Master, Sadguru YogaSwami as well as
GuruDeva and His successor SadGuruBodhinatha Veylan
Swami. At the commencement of the Indian Odyssey, we
arrived in Bangalore, in Karnataka State, and visited the
Stone quarry site from where building Material was being
transported to the Kauvai Aadheenam, in Hawaii. The |
pilgrims had occasion to be addressed by the Prestigious
Architect Ganapathy Sthapathy, who was also the chosen
Architect for the construction of the Temple in Hawaii, to
house the Large Crystal Lingam which was acquired by the
Aadheenam from mainland United States. He intimated
in the course of his discourse, that about a decade earlier
when he consulted the NandiVakiam Olas, as to his destiny
and future etc he was informed, that in the not too distant
future that he, Ganapathy Sthapathy would be invited by
none other than the re incarnated Emperor Sri Raja Raja
Chola Chakaravarthy to design the construction of a Sivan
Temple in the West.

| experienced several events that were remarkableg,
and | have no doubt that many on that pilgrimage would
have had spiritual experiences as well. To mention a few,
when we visited Thanjavur, our accommodation had been
arranged at a prestigious Hotel within walking distance
to the Thanjai Periya Kovil, a magnificient spiritual
cum architectural masterpiece of the first millenium
A.D.conceivedand erected by Emperor Sri RajaRajaCholan.
The Aadheenam had also arranged a spiritually charged
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one of the four celebrated Saints. |
the Temple, in the morning complied with their request and hours later, realised it

culminating at noon, and a was written by Prof A.S. GnanaSambandan, he who had
programme of singing of Saiva lost his power of speech that was restored by SadGuru
Tamil Hymns by the designated YogaSwami and was obviously getting his inspiration

traditional Hindu Vocalists spontaneously by the unseen Hand of my SadGuru who
from well known Aadheenams  had indicated the liason,as well, and |, in turn was blessed
in Tamil Nadu was scheduled {4 read the masterpiece.
for the evening. The vocalists The Maha Vakiams of SadGuru YogaSwamy
were seated majestically on the large elevated outdoor reverberates constantly in my thoughts,and brings to
platiorm where was located the large Nandhi faci.ng .the mind the verse in ThiruManthiram - the masterpiece sung
S?nctum griictordmiol th? Temple. 595 of the pligrims by saint Thirumoolar, himself the head of the Nandinatha
did not understand Tamil | was requested by SadGuru : , . )

j : lineage .The same lineage to which ,the sage of Sri Lanka
Veylan Swami to translate after each Hymn, which | MahaMunivar Yogaswamy, also belongs: /
did with fervour and dedication, conscious of my dear % i
mother’s commitments to ensure that we, her children
had the relevant tutelage in understanding the meanings
of the ThiruMurais. The lucid quality of the translation | 5964 Gelel Sapiolb aiiusd
had rendered was confirmed by the response from the el &Oelar Sapeunidens GelLed
Swamis, the Traditional Hindu vocalists and the members Seiey &GS SsH5sHNGaT."
of the entourage.

Yet another occasion was when | ventured outtovisit ~ Which translates as

a Book shop just across the road from the hotel, and was  Spiritually fulfilling is visualising the Guru
browsing through some of the books on Saiva Spirituality, ~ Spiritually fulfilling is reciting the name of Guru
two of the sales girls were more or less compelling me Spiritually fulfilling is to hear the spoken word of the Guru
to buy a coterie of five volumes of commentaries on an Spiritually fulfilling is contemplation on the Guru.
invaluable masterpiece - Thiruvasagam sung by Saint Aum Nama Sivaya.
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There is always a reaction to every action.
You must meet situations simply, as they arise.

This (Swami's illness) is a gift. Karma must be gone through. | have no connection what-
ever with this body.

This body brought with it the seeds of all else in life. lliness is part of it.

One need not inquire into the cause of this illness.
There is no action that can be claimed as ours.

All this was settled long, long ago. Don't be frightened of anything.

People who understand the cause of this will merely note this as the end of all suffering
and remain undisturbed.
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Siva Yogaswami's 1910 Pada
Yatra to Katirkamam

C Dr. Vimala Krishnapillai )

As in centuries gone by,
Katirkamam continues to exert its
mystic magnetic pull, not only pious
pilgrims but sages and saints too are
lured. The venerated Siva Yogaswami
was no exception to this.

It was in 1910 that Siva Yoga
swami embarked on a pada yatra
from Nallur Temple, the hallowed
sanctuary of Murugan in the North,
to the sacred shrine of Katirkama
Murugan, situated in the furthest
southeastern corner of Sri Lanka.

How come this mystic urge that
filled Swami's being to motivate him
to venture on this solitary sojourn,
exposing him to the perils of the thick
jungles, habited by wild animals and
snakes, and the threat from hunger
thirst and fatigue? The push must
have come from his satguru sage
Chellappa Swami.

pit in the sand beside the riverbank
andrested there, losing himself in
contemplation.

Some Veddas arrived there by ‘
a catamaran contrived of bamboos
on the third day. They awoke him up
addressing him with great respect
as upasakara mahattya. With all
humility and love they fed him with
food they cooked especially for him
and rowed him across the river
in their catamaran. From there, ||
Swami proceeded through valleys
and forests and reached the hallowed
spot of Katirkamam, spent the nights
mostly in meditation on the hill top
of Kathiramalai in communion with
Murugan, and the day time around
the shrine and madams.

After a few days Swami left the
sanctified soil of Katirkamam and
traced his way back via Hambantota

Route of the Pada Yatra y begins in

Sacred Nallur, where Murugan's the jaffna peninsula from where it takes nearly two months and Galle to Colombo. Spending a few
victorious Vel is enshrined, was the to walk to kataragama, days there, he returned through the
favorite haunt of Chellappa Swami. It hill country and reached Matale. This long and hazaduous

was here that Yogaswami was initiated by his guru into the pada yatra took Swami about six months, until he was ||
path of bliss, freeing him from the pangs of birth and death thoroughly fatigued and fully covered with dust.
to life eternal. It was on the steps of this very theradi (steps The benevolent God could no more could endure the ||
leading to Murugan's chariot) that his guru bade him sitin  plight of his devotee. Saravanmuthu Tilliambalam, 3 pious |l
continuous meditation for forty days. overseer stationed at Matale, had an extraordinary dream |j

On completing this severe tapas penance his guru in which a celestial being appeared and said, "A devoted
ordered him to depart and fend for himself. Swami's feet  servitor of mine is returning from an arduous pada yatra
propelled him in the eastern direction and he continued from Katirkamam. He is thoroughly exhaljisted, hungrv and
walking non-stop as if in a dream. [t was only when he  clothed in rags. It is your duty to be hospitable to him. | do
reached Elephant Pass that his body awareness returned, not want him to continue his journey on foot any more. Buy

and he realised that he was walking towards Katirkamam. him a railway ticket back home to Jaffna." e

Filled with the divine urge to reach there, he walked along The overseer was thrilled and overjo)ped, Peemmg ita
the costal belt skirting the eastern region, taking short rests great privilege, with his heart ﬂutter_in_g w_nth faith and‘hope

in between and continued his march through Trincomalee, he rushed to the road waiting in _antlmpatio_n. As seen in *Fhe

Batticaloa, Sitthandi, Tirukovil and Pottuvil. dream vision, he identified the ﬁgur_e walking towa_rds him.

In later years Swami used to recount his experiences Worshipfully approaching the Sswami he narrated his dre:"arg ;
in the jungles, the people of diverse creeds and habits he  and invited him home. If that be God's will, | accept your kll{: |
met and moved among freely, and would always stress the invitation," said Swami. The gadaya‘-tra so devotedly undertaken

experience of oneness. Later he related an incident wh_en was accgmpﬂ;hed by the will of h|s guru and God. .

a herd of wild buffaloes came charging at him in the thIFk The pious host welcomed hm:; hfjme maost Io.wngly, gave
ottuvil. He remained still and gazed steadily him a warm water bath, clothed him inanewvertiand sha\._ul, .
bullbecametameand  and fed him. Aftera day's rest, Swami left for Jaffna by train,
the fare being paid by the overseer. The kith and kin of Swami

From Pottuvil his yatra continued through the Vedda  were overwhelmed with joy on seeing him alive for, after
tract of Monaragala and Bibile. There a river in spate  he went missing for six long _month; they had taken him for
debarred him from proceeding further. He dug a shallow dead and even perfgrmed his last rites.

jungles of P _
straight into the eyes of its leader. The ame
calm, turned and ran off with the herd following it.
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A Personal Account of Yogaswami by the
former Canadian High Commissioner to

Sri Lanka.

C
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Rishi Thondunathan )

In 2007, my dear friend and Yogaswami devotee, Dr.
Indra Sivaycham in London, told me that a former Canadian
High Commissioner to Sri Lanka was now living in Toronto,
Canada. She also mentioned that the High Commissioner
had written a book in which he had dedicated a chapter
to Yogaswami.

We made several attempts through Dr. Sivayoham’s
brother, Dr. Sriskandarajah who lives in Canada, to locate
the High Commissioner and arrange a meeting. Two
years later, on June 30, 2009 our meeting with the former
High Commissioner, Dr. James George took place. Dr. &
Mrs. Sriskandarajah accompanied me on the visit to Dr.
George. When we arrived at Dr.George’s home that evening
| received a very warm welcome from Dr. George and his
wife, Barbara. Mrs. George most graciously served tea and
we began our conversation.

Dr. George was the Canadian High Commissioner in
Sri Lanka from 1960 - 1964. One of Yogaswami’s devotees,
Sandaswami, also known as Soulburyswami, was the son of
the last British Governor of Sri Lanka, Lord Soulbury. Lord
Soulbury’s other son, Peter, also a diplomat, was the person
who introduced Dr. George to Yogaswami,

Dr. George says of his first meeting with Yogaswami: “I
knocked quietly on the door to his modest thatched hut in
Jaffna and a voice from within roared, ‘Is that the Canadian
High Commissioner?’ | opened the door to find him seated
crosslegged on the floor - an erect, commanding presence,
clad in a white robe, with a generous topping of white hair
and long white beard. Well Swami, | began, that is just what
Ido, not whatlam. ‘Then come and sit with me’, he laughed
uproariously. | felt bonded with him from that moment. He
helped me to go deeper towards the discovery of who | am,
and to identify less with the role I played”

During Dr. George’s four-year stay in Sri Lanka, he
visited Yogaswami a dozen times. On one occassion Dr.
George began his conversation with Yogaswami... “Swami,
Ithink...” ‘already wrong!”.. Yogaswami thundered” And my
mind again went into the non-conceptual state he was such
a master at invoking, clearing the way for being”

I asked Dr. George if he would like to pay tribute to
Yogaswami and the following was his response:

“I'm very glad to have my turn to pay tribute to
Yogaswami. | think of him as one of the greatest spiritual
pioneers of my lifetime, and in a broader sense, the catalyst

for the gradual coming together of Eastern and Western
spirituality. Because, what he was able to do was not only
talk to me about the “Gospel According to St. John” and
quote “in the beginning was the word” which is how the
Gospel begins, and of course as a Christian, that was how |
was brought up - but he was able to take me from that all
the way to the question of “Who Are You? - you think you
are the Canadian High Commissioner - nonsense - that’s
not who you are - that’s what you do”! Then the vigor with
which he would impress that so it wasn’t just a mental idea,
it was an experience - an experience from his presence to
my presence. Now, as we're trying to remember and speak
about him, he is here in that presence because that energy
is birthless and deathless. That is the energy that the world
needs if it is to chart a course away from the destruction it
seems to be heading for currently. And, | think the change,
the great “turning” its been called, the change of course
is coming, and Yogaswami, even so long ago, had a hand
in making that turn possible. That shift of consciousness -
both in the East and the West”

After this Dr.George gave me an autographed copy of
his book, “Asking for the Earth”- Waking Up to the Spiritual/
Ecological Crisis. In this book he has a chapter explaining
his meetings with Yogaswami. The following is one excerpt
from the book:

“The Tamils of Sri Lanka called Yogaswami “the |
Sage of Jaffna”. His thousands of devotees, including
many Singhalese Buddhists and Christians, called him a
saint. Some of those closest to him referred to him as the
“Old Lion” for he could be very fierce and unpredictable,
chasing away unwelcome supplicants with a stick.”

After two hours of a very warm, spiritual conversation,
when Dr. George and | said good-by to each other, in my
mind | thought... though Yogaswami lived in a simple,
thatched hut in Jaffna, Sri Lanka, he made a global spiritual
impact on many levels of humanity.

PS: Dr. James George served in many capacities
- as a diplomat, a naval historian, an environmentalist
and author - in some of the world’s most interesting
countries. Among other dignitaries, the Dalai Lama calls
him “my old friend”. The author of two books: The “Little
Green Book on Awakening”; and “Asking for the Earth”
(chapter on Yogaswami) are available through Amazon
Books and this email geojam6@gmail.com | highly ‘
recommend these books. |
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My memories of
Yogaswami

(Australia)

Mrs. Rajes Nagaratnam
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Yogaswami has been our family guru for three
generations, my maternal grandparents, my parents and
ourselves. He was known and venerated by members of
my family and had been our guiding light for several years.
We have gone to him to be in his presence for spiritual
guidance and blessings.

My grandfather (Appa) an ardent devotee of Yogaswami
whenever he is in Jaffna would go in the evenings to be
with Yogaswami to get his blessings. Yogaswami too would
visit my Appa’s house very aftenin the mornings. He would
sitin the verandah with my Appa and would talk for several
hours. Closer to lunch time he would stand up and tell
Appa, 'Come we will go inside’ and would go in and sit at
the dining table. This happens often. My grandmother
(Ammamma) would be prepared with rice warming on the
hearth and curries freshly cooked. Ammamma and all of
us when we are there during our holidays would help lay
the table with plantain leaves and serve him with humility

and devotion,

| was told that when Appa’s gfandch‘t!dren were born,
Appa would go to Yogaswami and would be given a name
for the newborn. My brothers, my self and all my cousins
were named by Yogaswami. When my eldest son was born
in Colombo that evening, my husband saw the name Kujan
in a newspaper article about Lord Skantha and mentioned
to me that it would be an appropriate name for our
son. When my grandfather visited Yogaswami in Jaffna
the following day there was no name forthcoming. The
same thing happened when my second son was born. My
mother too being a strong devotee of Yogaswami was very
keen that this grandchild be named after Yogaswami and

we then decided on the name Yogan. May be Yogaswami
in his intuitiveness knew that the family had already
decided on a name. When our third son was born Appa
went to Yogaswami and he immediately gave the name
Senathipathi.

During our visits from Colombo to Jaffna my brothers '
and | would go often to the Ashram with Appa in the
evenings to worship Yogaswami and receive his blessings.
Ammamma would make stringhoppers, sodhiand curries to
be taken to the Ashram. While Swamiis in deep meditation
we would sit quietly with the other devotees. Then
after singing Thevarams by those present Swami would
giveinstructions to lay plantain leaves and serve the
prasadam for all present.

Something else | remember very oftenis wheneverwe |
are in Swami’s presence we eagerly wait tosee whether
any of us would be fortunate enough to receive something ||
like a fruit from Swami. There were times when some of
us did not receive anything and this taught us to accept
fulfilments and disappointments in life.

After the holidays in Jaffnawhen we are ready toreturn
to Colombo Swami paatta would tell my father to come '
early in the morning to the Ashram. He would then getinto
the car and travel with us to our home in Colombo. Amma

parate bedding, versti, shawls and towels with

always had se
m. Somehow

swami’s initials embroidered by me on the
word would get around that Swamiisin Colombo and many
devotees would come to see him and get his blessings.
My family and | feel humbled and fortunate to have
had the great blessing of growing up around the great saint

Yogaswami.

~
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No need to control breath; no need to d

States of realizatio
Truth is betrayed by the

This is the secret of secret.

The Truth is one.
The rest is illusion.

o tapas, if you can see yourself everywhere.

n are also an illusion.
first attempt at articulation.




TRIBUTE TO

Sage Yogaswamigal Of Jaffna Sri Lanka

C. Shanmuganayagam

(Attorney-at-Law and Convener, Thinkers Forum, Meditation Group of Sri Lanka)
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(Recollection’s of a 93 year old devotee)

One of the foremost Sages of Asia in the 20"
century was Yogaswamigal of Jaffna in Sri Lanka
who attained Mahasamadhi in 1964. His guru called
Chellappa Swami, the crazy one, and his Guru’s
Guru, the beggar; saint Kadaichwami formed a
contemporary triumvirate of Gurus, similar to the
spiritual triumvirate that enriched the Kriya Yoga
heritage of Bengal in the Guru-seeshya relationship
of Lahiri Mahasaya, Yukteswar and Paramahamsa
Yogananda.

Yogaswamigal was a Gnani, Siddha and Zen
Master all rolled into one. His four ahavakiyas; ‘All is
Truth’, ‘Evil exists not’, ‘We know nothing’, ‘Everything
has already been pre-ordained’ — and his spiritual
injuction, Just be' or ‘Summa Iru’, constitute the core
of Advaita Philosophy. The faculty of clairvoyance,
telepathy and bilocation that he had mastered
marks him out as an outstanding Siddha. His cryptic
statements and of times harsh language used by him
to test his devotees remind one of the Zen Masters
of the Far East, whose koans are meant to bring one’s
wandering thoughts to a grinding halt and awaken
one’s inner Awareness of the Self.

He is reported to have visited Sri Ramana Maharshi
the great Sage of Tiruvannamalai in the nineteen
thirties and his cryptic comment in Tamil about the
visit was: “We simply went: We had no expectation.
We sat there for about an hour; He did not speak at
all; He is really a great hero. (Maha veeran)’.

This cryptic comment portrays the deep silent
spiritual communion that took place when two
Gnanis happened to meet. In complete contrast
to this was the endearing verbal advice that Sri
Ramana Maharshi gave to the writer of this article
when he visited Thiruvannamalai in January 1946 as
an absolute novice in the spiritual field and posed
a question for clarification by Bhagavan about J.
Krishnamurti’s statement regarding, ‘choiceless,
effortless Awareness’. Bhaavan’s lengthy answer
concerning ‘Summa iru’ etc had been duly recorded

in the ‘Day by Day with Bhagavan’ diary of Devaraja
Mudaliyar at Ramanasramam.

Some years ago | had occasion to read a book
on Yogaswamigal entitled ‘Experiences of Devotees’
which contained articles mostly in Tamil, with an
article by Sivaya Subramuniya Swami of Hawaii, a
disciple of Yogaswamigal, in English, and which had
been competently compiled and edited in 1999 by
Dr. Vimala Krishnapillai, Lecturer in Education at the
University of Colombo. It is a boon to students of
Yogaswamigal’s life and teachings.

Eminent scholars like Dr. HW. Thambiah, the well-
known jurist and retired judge of the Supreme Court,
and Dr. T. P. Meenakshisundaram, Professor of Tamil
at the Annamlai University, had contributed articles
to the book setting out their spiritual experiences
with Yogaswamigal. Dr. TM.P. Mahadevan who was
Professor of Philosohy at the Madras University
for several decades was one of those who visited
Yogaswamigal at his Jaffna Ashram.

Swami Asangananda of the Ramakrishna Mission,
Belur Math, Calcutta, had also occasion to visit
Yogaswamigal in Jaffna and had recorded his
impression of the visit. Mrs. Ratna Navaratnam,
Director of Education, was a well-known devotee of
Yogaswamigal and had published a valuable collection
of Swami’s spiritual utterances. Mrs. Chelvam
Kalyanasundram who conducted a Thirumanthiram _
Spiritual Centre in Colombo was another devotee who
had recorded her experiences about Yogaswamigal in
scintillating verse.

It has also been reported that Lord Soulbury’s
son and Justice M.T. Akbar were close disciples
of Yogaswamigal, and so were several Sinhalese
devotee’s like Ananda Perera, Advocate, Tikiribanda
Dissanayake, Secretary of the London Buddhist Vihare
and Dr. Susanga Weeraperuma, the author of several
books on spiritual topics. M. Nagarathina, a Senior
Attorney-at-Law and Vice President of the Vivekananda
Society, Colombo, had given an intimate account of his
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Psychic experiences with Yogaswamigal over a period
of several years. Susanga and Nagarathinam were
close friends of mine and fellow spiritual aspirants.

It is significant that Sivaya Subramaniya Swami
of Kauai had published a book entitled ‘Lemurian
Scrolls” where he states that his guru Yogaswamigal
had initiated him into Yoga when he met him in Jaffna
and opened his ‘third eye’, whereby he was enabled
to carry out research into the occult worlds by reading
the Akasic records like Madame Blavatsky, the Co-
Founder of the Theosophical Society, and discover
that human beings migrated to the planet Earth about
four million years ago from the Pleiades in outer space
in their subtle bodies and clothed themselves with
physical forms here.

At the request of my friend Dr. Susanga
Weeraperuma, | had sent some years ago a photograph
of Yogaswamigal and some basic information about
him to Sri V. Ganeshan, who was then the editor
of ‘Montain Path’, the quarterly journal of the
Ramanasramam, to enable him to write a feature
article in the journal entitled ‘Yogaswamigal of
Lankapuri’.

| had the good fortune of meeting Yogaaswamigal at
his hut at Columbuthurai in Jaffna on several occasions
in the nineteen fifties and receive his blessings. On
one occasion he approvingly encouraged me to keep
burning the spiritual flame that Jiddu Krishnamurti’s
teaching had kindled in me at that time.

| had also occasion to meet Sivaya Subramaniya
Swami in Colombo on one of his visits to Sri Lanka from
Kauai and also Santhaswami (Lord Soulbury’s son) and
Markandu Swami of Kaithadi in Jaffna.

A few of Yogaswamigal's
astounding and profound
statements relating to the
absolute Reality are set
out below for the rare
inspirational benefit of the
readers.

SOME SELECTED SAYINGS OF SAGE
YOGASWAMIGAL

No need to control the breath; no need to do tapas, if

you can see yourself everywhere. That is the secrets
of secrets.

Buddha, Christ, you, | are all like bubbles in the |

ocean.
The whole world is a picture.

Live unshaken in the realization that all that | see is
Myself.

Greet those who come to see you. Inquire after their
health and wellbeing but remember; all are one.

| am every where, You are everywhere, butyou don’t
believe it. WE see we. '

Be Summa. Don’t think of anything. Let thoughts
come and go. Meditationin remaining Summa.

4 If you want liberation in this birth make your mind a cremation-ground and burn all
your desires to ashes.

All that has form must disappear. The mind is also with form, so that too must go.

Repeat the five letters before your past karmas come and overpower you.
God is not the cause of sin and virtue.

One word of Grace can make all past karma fly away. Don't let your 'ego’ spoil the intel-
lect given you by God's Grace.
The whole is a picture.

Whether others treat you with kindness or with rudeness, don't be affected.

~
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Yogaswamigal - a dedicated sither of

God Siva
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( Mrs. T. V. Wijeyaratnam j

l might have been about 7 or 8 years. That cool
September evening, | and my younger sister Sivam were
playingin the portico. Suddenly we heard a cart draw up at
our gate. Werushed up to the gate to see who had come. It
was a ane-seater bullock cart and an elderly person jumped
out of it. We stood mesmerized by this old person — with
white hair and long flowing beard like white silken thread
which reached up to his waist.

Seeing the bewilderment in our faces, he asked,
“Where is your father?” with a twinkle in his bright bird
like eyes. “Gone to courts,” we said in unison. “Oh no” he
said and walked into the house.

Our mother had seen him from kitchen window. She
came hurrying out and fell down at his feet and worshipped
him. “Ah Manonmani, | have come for a tumbler of chukku
coffee” Mother went in to bring the chukku coffee. He
turned and smiled at us. “Little girls are studying well?” We
nodded still in silent awe. “Good, good,” he said. “That’s
all that is left for you”. We didn’t understand the words
then. But looking back, | fully understand the meaning of
his words now.,

This person whom mother referred to as Swamyar
used to step in whenever he passed that way in his one-
seater bullock cart. Mother had told us to fall at his feel
and worship him and we mutely obeved her.

However | was curious to know about him and by
asking my parents and elders in our family circle and by
reading some articles about him | gathered some interesting
facts about him,

Yogarswmigal or Samyar as he was popularly called,
was born in an orthodox Saivaite family in Maviddapuram,
close to Keerimalai, north of Jaffna. His father was the
well known Saivaite Ambalavanar and his mother was
Sinnachiamma. Their son Yoganathan (who later became
Yogarswamy) was born on May 29, 1872. Ambalavanar’s
brother Sinnaiah was married to a Catholic woman from
Colombuthurai. He was converted to Catholicism and he
was named Joseph. As Ambalavanar was a businessman,
his brother Joseph undertook the responsibility of
educating Yoganathan.

As Saiva schools were few at Colombuthurai Yoganathan
was educated at St. Patrick’s College. He was given the

Christian name of John, as was wont in the colonial era.
Yoganathan studied till eighth standard. As his mother died
early, his paternal aunt didn’t like the idea of him studying
in a catholic school. As a result he was stopped at home,
Later he went to Maskeliya and was given a small job.

It seemed once he went to Adam’s Peak. He was
awestruck at nature’s extravagance. He started talking
to himself. “All this is true”. “| belong to God Siva”. “He
owns me”. “I'll go in search of Him” - Seeing him like this
his father sent him back to Jaffna.

At that time there was some construction work
going on at Iranamadu, under an engineer called Brown.
Yoganathan applied for a job and was appointed as store
keeper. Brown seeking his duty consciousness had a high
regard for him. But Yoganathan's thirst for spiritualism got
the better of him. He wanted to give up his job to search
for the Truth. Reluctantly Brown let him go his way. He
went back to Maviddapuram. From there he would daily
trek the distance to Nallur.

I heard my elders that one day when he was at the
starting place of the “Ther” the chariot, another Sithar
called Chellappaswamy stared at him and asked him, “Hey,
who are you?” Then and there Yoganathan became his
disciple. He was in fact his one and only disciple. There was
another swamy who joined them. He was a hermit called
Kathiravel Swamy. It seemed all three of them lived together
and walked about together. They would cook together, ate
together and sometimes would break the chatty pots and ‘
go hungry. People called them the made trio.

At Colombuthurai there was a well known Siva devotee ‘
by the name of Sittampalam Sambandan. In his compound ‘
was a huge Illupai tree and Yogarswamy would sit under it ‘
and meditate. Near this place was a deserted boutigue.
One Thirunavukkarasu renovated it and put up a small hut ‘
in the premises and requested Samiyar to be there. This ‘
became his Colombuthurai Ashram (hermitage).

Once people heard of Samiyar and his Ashram, they ‘
started flocking there. Father took us at least once a month ‘
to pay our respects to him. Those who sought spiritual ‘
wisdom went there and so were those who sent to Samiyar
to pour out their troubles and worries and to have them
solved. Samiyar gave people what they wanted. J
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Like any Sithar Samiyar also performed miracles.
Sithars are capable of bilocation. They would know
the past, present and future too. Devotees have given
proven incidents of miracles. But more than all these
both Chellappah Swamy and Yogaswamy came out with
utterances summing up the mystery of the Cosmos.

“It's one world and one God above”

“We are born because of our past karma”

“We know nothing”

“There’s no harm in the world”

Were the utterances of Chellappah Swamy, Yogaswamy's
guru.

Yogaswamy often said,

“No harm at all”

“It was all set long ago”

“We know not”

“The entire thing is true”

A western write, Dr. Christian Dyer says in his book,
“A promise is a promise”, “Nothing that happens in this
universe happens accidentally. Everything orchestrated by
a divine force......”" It’s almost like what the mystics said.
“God without whom not one hair of a man’s head falls,”
said Leo Tolstoy in his “War and Peace”. East or west the
concept of the Divine force, the unseen hand and how it
makes the cosmos function is acceptable to both East and
West and on this point the twin shell meet.

Talking of miracles performed by this sage of Jaffna, |
wish to quote one or two incidents of what happened to his
devotees. An year ago | had the god fortune of translating
a few articles written by Swamy’s devotees in the book,
“Yogaswamy — his life and guidance” published by the
Sivathondan Centre he established. In one instance as
related by that devotee Samyar has asked him to accompany
him to Adam’s Peak in his car. The devotee readily agreed
and on the set day he loaded a few boxes. When Samyar
questioned him he told he was brining some string hoppers
and curries to eat on the way to the peak. Swamyar told him
to keep them behind as there willbea boutique somewhere

half way up and he could eat
string hoppers to his heart’s
content. The devotee obeyed
him. Onthe way up there was
a boutique providing string
hoppers for breakfast. The
devotee said in his article, that
on another occasion he went
to Adam’s peak and there was
no sign of a boutique at that spot!

| got to translate an article by a cousin of mine who
was a doctor. In his article the doctor said that Samyar
expressed great sorrow because the doctor’s elder brother
was going to be left alone. His words came true when he
was forsaken by his wife and the children were all abroad.
That cousin died a lonely uncared for death. ‘

Another devotee had written that a professor from ‘
Madras had come to Jaffna to give a lecture on literary
topics. Just the day before he lost his voice.

Doctors who examined him said it cannot be cured.
“See Samyar” they advised him. The devotee took the
professor to Samiyar. Samiyar said, “Young man, go ||
and lecture in the evening and come”. Miraculously the ‘|
professor found his voice.

Close home 1 like to relate a small incident which
proved Samy’s ability of bilocation. The last time father took
us to Swamvyar was in 1963. My younger sister Sivam was
suffering from rheumatic arthritis. She told me, “Sister how |l
can|come? | cannot bend my knees, worship him nor can |
sit down” | told her, “Don’t worry Samyar would make some
arrangements.” “How do you know?” she asked. I told her
of Samy’s power of bilocation. “Even this minute heis here
listening to you,” We went. There was a chair. “Neeyum
Sivam Naanum Sivam.” “Sit on the chair,” he said.

Sivam was overwhelmed. Samy is no more. But the
soul is there. The soul that cannot be washed away by
water, destroyed by fire. That supreme spirit is Sivam. So
the mystic moves among us, his devotees in astral form.
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own master. He must discove

All are my master. | am learning from ever
pass on, and they too. You must expe

L There are many ways. All religions give different ways. You must follow your own
' path. No one can tell you anything. |

|
Do vour own work. | am not master of anyon Y C 18 .
4 r the master in him from within. This is the secret.

yone. | pick from everyone what | want and
rience this and you will know the Truth.

You can't love others-you can only love yourself.

e. | am only my own master. Each is his
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| v} Yoga Swamigal - a great visionary
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History has recorded incarnation of many
mahatmas time to time on this earth especially in
Bharat considered as a charitable land, identified as
Religious Gurus rishies, Munis, Shadus, Saints, Sages
and Holymen, Prophets, Philosophers, Reformists and
so on. Everyone had played their role as destined for
the upliftment of human kind.

In this line, a great renounciate, a man of super
intellectual integrity, a far seeing sage, a great thinker
and a reformer of modern age, a complete yogi who
sow pearls of wisdom among the living and the
future generations to come is non other than the
one who was fondly, lovingly and respectfully called
by all, including a village urchin to common man
as Yoga Swami. A blessed child of God was born
in the northern part of this land is a gift of God to
humanity.

Although born in an ordinary family, he was
born great to accomplish the Godly task. He is not
a teacher or a preacher, even dislike any one called
him ‘guru’. He is not a founder of spiritual or any
other organization or a follower of any sectarian
body. He stood as an independent person maintained
his distinctive character, faced whatever odds and
challenges with his inborn courage and continued to
perform his magnificent task only with the concern
man has to change by himself to see a better society
and for his liberation from this bonded life. He
inspired everyone that this can be achieved while
being in one’s family path.

Swamy’s power of yoga is great that he could
effect a powerful connection almost instantly with the
supreme God at any momentand at any place. Samiji
who played his role as destined in the world stage,
felt the pulse and the needs of everyone who sought
guidance without creating any differences among
the seekers. Sometimes, spoke lawfully but lovingly
blended with merciful feelings is his greatness a man
bayed human recognition,

T. Sivaprakasam
Colombo - 06

He lived a simple life among the ordinary as an
ordinary human is a perfect example to others. He
could have lived a luxurious and splendid life like
others but he was sent from a different purpose.
According to me he is a world benefactor while in
corporeal or his angelic form. His words of wisdom as
recorded in few books are living truths are treasures
cannot be destroyed. What is required is one has to
go deep within to get the essence just as one has to go
deeper and deeper to harvest pearls in the ocean.

It is said one who controls the mind can conquer
the world. Swamji had proved this to be true in his
practical life. He is highly introverted personality. One
who is introverted can only control and use the senses
under direction. Late Mr. Vairamuthu a C.C.S. in his
book says, “he was amazed to observe Yogaswami
seated in tense tapasya for hours forgotton the
environment, forgotton himself and me who is seated
in front of him.” However he encourages an average
man ten to fifteen minutes per day or a maximum of
one hour is suffice.

Suisanaga Weeraperma an admirer and a
devotee of Yogaswami in his book titled “Homage
to Yogaswamy” states — “Once Yogaswamy told an
American lady “there is only one temple and that is
the temple of yourself and to find God you have to
know the temple of yourself!” When this lady asked
can’t Christ and Buddha help us, Swami replied they
saved themselves through their own efforts. Each
man for himself in this spiritual effort. Don’t believe
anyone who promises to help you. No one will help
because no one can. Another may point the path but
you have to do the walking. ‘

In human life, war between one’s intellect and |
destiny continues. Man thinks that he can win what ‘
was destined with his limited intellect but mostly ‘
he fails. What is his intellect? Who has given such |
intellect? If one consider that he has a powerful
intellect, it is his ego. How one has a powerful
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intellect, the other has an average yet another a poor
intellect. These are matters for self-checking.

When Swami says “action can be settled by
action”, we have to perform good karma in this given
life to absolve the old karmic debts. “Disease for
the body not for me” is swamy’s teaching. So when
the body suffers settlement takes place. “A stone
thrown up above has to come down” an elevated
version connected to law of karma is simple and
understandable.

Man-kind suffers a lot from the disease of
negativity is the worse. His thinking, speaking,
doing, relationship and connection not straight. In
such a state, if the pearls of wisdom can be sown
among the public that can be considered as a most
beneficial service to humanity who suffers internally
and externally in numerous ways today.

Once a saint said that if he could give a bit of
light to the public that can be considered as a great
service. But in this, Yogaswami an spiritual and mental
philanthropist gave orb of light to the world and
appear as a world server. His jewels of knowledge
surely can transom any as a better person.

“\What he imparted in his characteristically casual
manner will always remain living truths, a source of
inspiration to all. The experience of conversing with a
living master in a memorable interview was far more
instructive than reading many books relating to the
ageless spiritual and philosophical wisdom” a quote
from ‘Homage to Yogaswamy' is a sincere appreciation
to a genuine sage who always maintained a balance.

When | put his image in front of me a great deal
of thoughts flows from the inner-most being but as |
cannot narrate all here, limit my presentation, and | am
thankful to all concerned having given an opportunity
to write few lines in this memorable day of this great
yogi. In concluding | am inspired to think that the
powerful thought viberations of many decades from
this great yogi continue to benefit wherever he put

his feet on this earth.
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