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GLIMPSES OF THE LIFE OF LATE
MR. VISWANATHAN NATKUNANATHAN

74 ’ :
%e sudden demise of Mr. Viswanathan Natkunanathan was

a shock to all of us. 'Nathan' as popularly known to his friends and
colleagues in Kandy, and 'Natkunam' to his family and friends in
Vaddukoddai passed away peacefully on 10th December 2004 in
Toronto, Canada just short of five months after his 66th birthday
which he celebrated on 13th July 2004.

He was the eldest son of late Mr. and Mrs. Arunasalam
Viswanathan of Vaddukoddai. He had his education at Jaffna
College Vaddukoddai. He was intelligent and a prizewinner in math-
ematics during his school days. Being the eldest son he took upon
himself the responsibility for the welfare of his family members,
thus he was forced to enter the work force right after he finished his
secondary education. He joined Ceylon Tobacco Company Kandy in
1959. Due to his intelligence, devotion to duty, honesty, loyalty,
patience and hard work he became an executive officer at Ceylon
Tobacco Company, Kandy. He was working there for 35 years until
his retirement in July of 1993. Everyone has a clear image of how
smart and handsome he looked in his white and white outfit that he
usually wears to work.

He married Thanikaimany Balasingham, a teacher who is the
daughter of late Mr. and Mrs. Vaithiyanathar Balasingham of
Manipay in September of 1967. Natkunanathan and Thanikaimany
have three children, a son Sivatharan, and twin daughters Rajikka
and Rathikka. The family settled down in Kandy. Natkunanthan val-
ued education so much that he wanted to give his children what he
couldn't accomplish due to his responsibilities. He sent his oldest
son and daughter to the United States for higher studies. His younger
daughter qualified as a management accountant, got married and
then moved to Canada. He was very happy that he could witness his
youngest daughter's graduation and her marriage.
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Natkunanathan was a man of few words. He was a very sim-
ple, kind hearted and a humble man. Loved by all and hated by none.
'Natkunanathan' is indeed a fitting name for a man who has a big
heart and who cannot say 'No' when a person in need comes for help.

Natkunanathan was never in favor of leaving his home coun-
try. But finally he agreed to visit his children in the USA and
Canada. He and his wife left Sri Lanka on a year's vacation to North
America in December of 2003. During their visit it was indeed a
blessing to see the arrival of his first grandchild Nikesh on the 6th of
April 2004. In addition to that he was able to witness his son's con-
vocation ceremony when he was granted his doctorate in Electrical
Engineering at University of California Los Angeles.

Unfortunately he had a cardiac arrest on the 19th of August
2004 and was admitted to the Toronto East General Hospital. He was
in the hospital for three and a half months. He passed away peace-
fully at home on the 10th of December 2004. His funeral took place
in Toronto, Canada. He was fortunate to have his immediate family
present at his funeral. Many of his friends and relatives were there
to witness his last journey as well. May his soul rest in peace and
attain eternal bliss at the feet of God Siva.

"To live in the hearts we leave behind is not to die'
Om Shanthi

Friends and Associates




Viswanathan Natkunanathan
December 10th, 2004

GOd looked around his garden and found an empty place

Then he looked down and saw your tired face.

He put his arms around you and lifted you to rest.

God's garden must be beautiful, he always takes the best.
He knew you were suffering and knew all your pain,

He knew you would never get well on earth again.

He saw the hills were hard to climb,

So he closed your weary eyelids and whispered 'Peace be thine.'
It broke our hearts to lose you, but you didn't go alone,

For part of us went with you the day God called you home...
Appa, not a day goes by when we don't think of you

We know you are well and you are always around

You will always be missed and loved.

Thank you for always being there when we needed you.

We loved you and will love you forever.

Your loving Wife and Children

We are not just skin. We are not just bones.

Our essence is spiritual, our bodies merely the vessel for our being.
Each person is an invisible spiritual dweller in the human experience,
Continuing to unfold as a spiritual being

Even after the transition called death.

This life on earth is only a precious fragment of all that

God has in store for us.



An Ideal Father and a Friend

Appah was not only a role model but also a true friend whom
I could talk to about anything and get advise. He was there for me
always and gave me strength that I still have. Contrary to me he was
polite, passive, and well mannered, with a strong character harboring
great values. I remember how sad he was when I left the country
knowing that both of us would miss each other.

He was more concerned about the well being of his family, rel-
atives, and myself rather than himself. I remember him telling stories
of his young days while taking walks to visit relatives and friends in
Vaddukoddai or in Kandy. Interested by his stories I would tag along
as a youngster wanting to hear more about relatives and friends. I was
proud of my Appah and wanted to be with him while visiting friends
and relatives, or going to sports activities or his work / community
parties and gatherings.

Appah was a disciplinarian when it came to studies. He would
make me a cup of coffee if I study late, or would wake me up early to
write my dissertation and wait for my return from the library to have
dinner together. He would take me to sports events and initiate inter-
est in extra-curricular activities. These helped me get motivated and
excel in sports back home and in studies and other activities abroad.

During his visit to India, and later to the United States he was
more worried about my well being than that of his. The advises that
he gave me are still true when it comes to all matters. He was a nice
man who would do no harm to others. At times he would be annoyed
by my behavior or aggression and would intervene to calm me down
and advise me on taking a passive approach.

I remember him saying that he would "not be there to meet next
time", probably a saying of 'good bye' knowing that he is satisfied
after seeing my progress and his grandson. However, I would ask him
to keep fit and healthy so that he would see me accomplish even more.
Even though, my Appah has passed away, his spirit lives in me, a
replica of my Appah's commitments, and strength of character.

Loving Son,
Dr. Sivatharan Natkunanathan
California, U.S.A.
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The Most
Favourite Person in My Life

The first thing that comes to my mind when I think of Appa
is that he is a very lovable character. All who came across his path
loved him. I have never seen him get angry. He never gets angry with
anyone, or maybe he does but does not show it, which in itself is a
good trait. He never speaks ill of anyone or holds any grudges. He is
always very calm even in the toughest of situations. I sometimes won-
der where he gets his patience. He made the best of what he had.
Never have I heard him complain about anything. I remember during
an English oral exam I was asked to talk about the most favourite per-
son in my life. I wasn't prepared and didn't know the topic beforehand.
The first person that came to my mind was Appa. Usually for me to
talk for even for a few seconds seems like an eternity, especially when
I am not prepared. But talking about Appa came so naturally that the
examiners had to ask me to wrap up.

As everyone who knew him could attest, he is a man of few
words. But Appa gave so much of himself to us all. Whether you knew
him as a Son, Brother, Uncle, or Friend, you know you can depend on
him. He is not gone. He will always be with us, in our thoughts and in
our hearts. I will forever regret that life's circumstances made it
impossible for me to see him as much as I would have liked to in the
last few years. I won't say 'goodbye’ my loving Appa; rather, 'until we
meet again'.

In closing I see it appropriate to mention the words of Canon
Henry Scott Holland.

"Death is nothing at all, I have only slipped away into the next
room. I am I, and you are you; whatever we were to each other, that,
we still are. Call me by my old familiar name, speak to me in the easy
way which you always used, put no difference in your tone, wear no
forced air of solemnity or sorrow. Laugh as we always laughed at the
little jokes we shared together. Play, smile, think of me, pray for me.
Let my name be forever the household word that it always was.

L30)



Let it be spoken without effect, without the trace of a shadow
on it. Life means all that it ever meant. It is the same as it ever was,
absolutely unbroken continuity. What is death but a negligible acci-
dent? Why should I be out of mind because I am out of sight? I am but
waiting for you, for an interval, somewhere very near, just around the
corner. All is well.”

Appa, thank you for all that you have done for me, you will
be greatly missed.

Your loving daughter,
Raji
California, U.S.A




Appa
My Mentor and Guiding Angel

Appa passed away on 10th of December 2004 right in front of
my eyes and yet it still seems so unreal. I cannot imagine a life with-
out my guiding angel - my Appa. He was always there for me advis-
ing, encouraging and supporting me in whatever I chose to do. I don't
remember Appa ever using a harsh tone or uttering an unkind word
about anyone or anything. He was a wise man who was calm and col-
lected in every situation. His patience is beyond compare. He was a
pillar of strength to our entire family. Appa always considered the wel-
fare of others. He was such a generous person. He was very elated
with my son's (his grandson's) arrival. He used to break sleep most of
the nights to look after his grandson even though it was very tiring for
him, giving me the much-needed sleep. Appa, I will never be able to
repay what you have done to my family and me. It's very unfortunate
that Nikesh won't be able to get to know his wonderful Grandpa. He
would have enjoyed your love and attention. Appa, Thank you, [ am
who I am because of you. I wanted Nikesh to be around you when he
is growing up so that he will also reflect the noble qualities you pos-
sess. I am so blessed to have had you as my Appa. I feel God has taken
you too soon. I was not ready to let you go. But I guess God knows
best. When you fell sick and were in the hospital it felt as if someone
was wringing my heart out and it still feels the same. They say time is
the best healer. I am not too sure of that yet. But I know Appa you are
irreplaceable. I wish you to be my Appa not only in this life but the
next and the many lives thereafter. I am sure the place God has taken
you is so much better because of your presence, and we who are left
behind have lost so much - our Appa. We miss you so much and noth-
ing can fill the void you have created in our lives. May you attain
Moksha.

Loving Daughter & Son in Law
Ratha & Niranjan
Toronto, Canada



Grandpa,
I Needed Some More Time With You!

Grandpa I know that you were eagerly waiting for my arrival.

You came especially to see me and give me tender loving care. When
I finally arrived I know that I got plenty of TLC from you and
Grandma. I know I was the apple of your eyes. I know that when you
got a bit annoyed with my uncle, i.e., your son you used to say 'l
would rather be with my grandson than my son', these words will for-
ever linger in the family circle and I hope I will make you very proud
of me someday. Grandpa, did you know that when I was two months
old I reserved some special baby talk just for you? I already knew that
you were one special Grandpa. God took you too soon. I was only
eight months old then. Did God wait until you had seen me to take you
away? Did God need you more than me? I needed more time with you
Grandpa! I hoped you would get better so that as you wished we
could hold hands and take walks well into your old age and my ado-
lescence. Unfortunately I don't have the good fortune of getting to
know you Grandpa and I have to be content with what the others tell
me about you, specially my Amma and I am sure going to regret not
knowing you. I know that you will be watching over and taking care
of me wherever you are as you used to do. May you attain Moksha.

Your loving Grandson,
Nikesh
Toronto, Canada.




A Person of Exemplary Character

It is with deep regret that we write a few words in memory
of our beloved Brother -in -law, Mr. Natkunanathan who passed
away in Toronto. He lived up to his name, i.e. a person of exempla-
ry character. It is amazing how the name suited him to the very let-
ter. He was kind hearted and soft spoken. Never a harsh word to
anyone. Always obliging and goes out of his way to help everybody.
He was very polite and respected his colleagues and relatives. By his
pleasing manner he attracted many friends. In spite of all the distur-
bances he preferred to live in his native land.

Only last year he went to visit his children in USA and
Canada - never realizing he would not be returning to his homeland.
Perhaps that is God's plan. Natkunanathan looked after his family
well. He had three lovely children. He gave them love and enough
freedom, but at the same time he was a disciplinarian till the children
grew up. Then they were allowed to decide their careers and future.
He was lucky to have a devoted family who looked after him and
attended to all his needs during his last illness. We miss him a great
deal but feel reassured that he is at the feet of God.

May his soul rest in Peace.

Sister-in-Law

Dr. Mrs. Chinthamany Subramaniam
and

Brother-in-Law

Dr. S. Subramaniam

Kothagiri, India.




A Tribute to a Loving Brother-in-Law

‘We are saddened to hear about Brother-in Law's death. My
tears cannot be controlled when I think about the unexpected death
of Brother-in-Law. He had a lovable personality. His kindred and all
of us liked and respected him. He was an asset to his and our fami-
lies. He helped us in many ways. His sense of duty and sociable
nature endeared him to everybody. He spoke words that revealed his
heart. He was never elated by good fortune, nor depressed by sad
events. He performed every duty with purity of heart, thought and
word. He was a trusted friend of everybody. All the personality traits
fitted him to be a finished gentleman from 'top to toe.' Truth and duty
he held steadfast to the last. His affection and help to all of us were
too numerous to record here.

Let his soul rest in Peace.

Sister-in-Law
Mrs. Soodamany Kumarasamy and Family
Colombo, Srilanka

/ AN APPRECIATION \

He was a very kind hearted man who was always ready
to help family and friends. He was thoughtful and consider-
ate towards all of us. He is a person who took his duties and
responsibilities very seriously and executed them to the best
of his ability.

Sister-in-Law
Dr. Mrs. Kengathevy Morgan
California, U.S.A
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A Kind and Gentle Man

Natkunanathan, known as Natkunam to family and Nathan to
friends and workmates is sadly not with us any more. A very kind and
gentle person, he was loved by everyone and as his name implies, had
a good nature with an innocent pleasing smile and a willingness to
help everybody and to treat everybody alike.

A devoted husband, loving father and grandfather, responsible
and affectionate elder brother, kind brother in law and uncle, he was
always willing to help others, but stayed in the background quietly.
His quiet sense of humour even during periods of stress was admirable
and brought peace even in a tensed environment.

He lived most of his life in Kandy, hence affectionately called
'Kandy Periappah' by the children. He, along with 'Pillai Acca', always
welcomed family and friends who visited Kandy for various reasons
.and made them feel at home with their warmth and affection and
helped them in many ways.

He has always worked hard, and his silent achievement was
his strength in all his activities.

It was unfortunate that when we saw him last in the hospital
in Toronto he was unable to speak. However, he indicated his warm
feelings and recognition by his usual pleasing smile, which moved us
to tears.

Although his desire was to return to Sri Lanka, it was destiny
that brought him to be near his loving children, where all of them
could be with him during his last days, and he had the joy of seeing
his grandson.

He left this world early and will be sadly missed by all of us.
His departure was peaceful and dignified.

May his soul attain Moksha.
Aum shanthi, shanthi, shanthi
Sister-in-Law
Siron and family
York, U.K



A Tribute to a
Wonderful Brother-in-Law

Natkunanathan is a gentleman. I have never known him to
raise his voice in anger or lose his temper. A quiet individual but ever
willing to help. I remember the days when Natkunanathan used to
accompany me to the Kandy bus station and say goodbye and safe
journey to Colombo. A reserved man but will give the appropriate
advise when necessary. I did always listen to him. He did set an exam-
ple to all of us and showed that one need not have to leave the coun-
try to support and educate the family and also meet the social needs
of the close community and the community at large. This is the time
to celebrate the life of Natkunanathan, who did not have even an
ounce of nastiness in him. God Bless Natkunanathan- a loving hus-
band, father and a good man to everyone. The world could do with
more people like him.

Brother-in-Law
Dr. B. Thalayasingam
Durham, U.K




A Tribute
to my friend Mr. Viswanathan Natkunanathan

I am saddened and dejected to learn the death of my life long
friend Mr. Viswanathan Natkunanathan. We were childhood friends
who studied and played together even though we were from neighbor-
ing villages.

He was a pious, holy and well behaved gentleman who never
harmed any person or creature. His good deeds are a testimony to his
sterling characteristics. In fact, nature might stand up and say that
Nathan was a true son of Vaddukoddai.

I was happy to be reunited with him as I entered the Ceylon
Tobacco Company (Kandy branch). He was a devoted worker who

continually impressed management resulting in successive promo-
tions.

He has left behind his beloved wife and three children. My
thoughts and prayers are with thern at this unfortunate time. Although
time and space have separated Nathan and myself, he has and always
will remain in my thoughts.

Sincerely,
Sivanathan Segarajasingam
Canada




A Loving Tribute to Nathan Uncle

'"For one who has taken his birth, death
is certain; and for one who is dead, birth
is certain. Therefore in the unavoidable
discharge of your duty, you should not lament.'
- Bhagavad Gita -

We had the privilege of knowing 'Nathan Uncle' for many
years in Sri Lanka. Most of his working life was spent in Kandy, the
beautiful hill capital of our homeland. It was in the setting of this beau-
tiful town in the hills that we became acquainted and later became fam-
ily friends. )

Loss and grief are natural human experiences. But the one
above could have been a little more merciful with Nathan uncle, and a
few more years would have meant so much to his wife and children
Tharan, Raji and Ratha and his numerous relatives and friends.

Nothing can be more dreadful than the demise of a father who
came to visit his children whom he dearly loved, in the U.S.A and
Canada. It was indeed a great shock and a cruel blow to his wife and
children when he collapsed suddenly one day in Toronto and was hos-
pitalized, where he remained in bed for more than three months. It was
extremely painful and unbearable to see such a joyful man unable to
move his limbs or communicate with others. Anyway it was comfort-
ing to see his wife nursing him with infinite patience, kindness and
affection. His eyes showed sadness when his wife was in tears at times,
which she made great effort to control.

Nathan uncle was a father and father-in-law par excellence and
a friend, sincere and unassuming. He was a quiet, God fearing man,
who has implicit faith in meditation. 'Nathan Uncle' as he was affec-
tionately called by young and old in the neighbourhood was always a
man of few words and a silent listener, who went about his work in a
quiet and dignified way. What was remarkable about him was that the
warmth and kindness he showered boundlessly on others was simple
and natural. He belonged to a noble family, which found happiness in
the happiness of others. All those who had the privilege of knowing him
in Kandy will carry very pleasant memories of happy times.
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Many of us sincerely made genuine requests to them to make
Canada their home, so that they could live close to their children and
also be of help to them. Nathan uncle's heart was back home in Kandy!
He was totally against the idea and eventually fate willed otherwise too.

We are all aware that his loss has created a great void in the
lives of his wife and children. The pain, the exhaustion, the emptiness
and sadness have to be lived with. Their great sorrow is shared by us
and many others, and we hope that this thought would console and sus-
tain them in the days ahead.

Our deepest sympathies go to Mrs. Nathan, Tharan, Raji and
Ratha and their families for their loving labours lost. God be with them.

May a great soul rest in peace.
Sountharanayagams
Toronto, Canada

- D

A Tribute to our Periappa

“We have many Periappas and uncles whom we hardly know
because of geographic separation, but we were very fortunate to have
met Periappa when he stayed with us for a few days this August. We
enjoyed his visit very much. We were looking forward to getting to
know him better on his return, but were denied the opportunity, to
our SOrrow.

My mother has known him for more than three decades; she
has always described him to us as an affectionate, deep-thinking,
hard-working, humble, kind, quiet and unassuming person. When
we met him, we found that this description was, if anything, inade-
quate. He was truly a great man.

In this difficult time, our thoughts and prayers are with Pillai
periamma, Tharan anna, Raji akka, Ratha akka, and his family and
friends all over the world. He will be sorely missed by everyone
whose life he has touched in so many ways.

Amy Angelie Koenig
Aaron Balasingam Koenig

Virginia, U.S.A
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

We, the family of Late Mr. Viswanathan Natkunanathan
express our sincere gratitude to the Doctors and staff of the
Toronto East General Hospital for all their help and support
during our time of need. We wish to thank all the relatives and
friends who came to see Mr. Natkunanathan, who sent cards,
letters, emails and who called to inquire about his health during
his stay at the hospital.

We also like to thank relatives, friends and well wishers
who expressed their condolences by their gracious presence,
sent floral tributes, sent messages of sympathy, sympathized
with us over the phone from thousands of miles away and for
their spontaneous assistance in numerous ways during the
funeral and after.

Thank you for your kind presence at the 'anthietty' cere-
mony.
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