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The conceptof Child Friendly School/Approach (CFS
/ CFA) was launched in Sri Lanka in 2002 as a joint initiative
between the Ministry of Education and UNICEF. It began asa
small pilot project with 125 schools in North Western Province in
2002.  Following successes in North Western Province, the CFS
initiative was expanded in 2004 to include 1,400  schools. Save
the Children and Plan International in Sri Lanka also played
significant roles in the promotion and expansion of Child Friendly Approach in schools.

In 2007, the Ministry of Education began to elaborate upon a national
framework for its CFS programme, which has become a key corner stone in addressing
quality teaching and learning environment in primary education. The established
framework envisages to bring about a coordinated and systems-development
approach to the implementation of Child-Friendly Schools all over SriLanka.

With the present efforts made by the Zonal Education Office, | am happy to say that the
vision of having child friendly approaches in most of the schools in Thenmarachi zone is
much closer.

During the displacement, Thenmarachi Zone accommodated the massive
influx of displaced students in its classrooms until the time when these students were
able to return to their places of origin along with their family members. The contributions
made by each and every member of the Zone is commendable.
| feel delighted to acknowledge the Zone for representing the province at the national
level in demonstrating its best practices outcomes from the 40 CFA piloted schools.
Among the seven schools that were exhibited at the national level out of the CFA piloted
schools, Kaithadi Kalaivani school was one. | am happy to have witnessed the team in
action in the school, in my recent visit.

The students from the zone has continued to excel in extracurricular activities
and examinations both at provincial and national levels. | would like to applaud for the
dedication of the zonal team and all the teachers school management team and school
development society members for being so inspirational to the children, the community,
and external stakeholders like ourselves. It must also be acknowledged that the zonal
team continues to explore new technologies such as zone web page which is routinely
updated and the bulletins and news-letters that the Zonal Team publishes.

lappreciate the leadership of the Zonal Education Director and his entire team
inclusive of the teaching community and school development society members for their
perseverance and commitment. | wish them success in this most worthy endeavor that

"If will no doubt pass down the baton to next new leaders, professionals, and educators.
a Mr.Prakash.Tuladhar

* Head of Field Office
» Unicef.
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