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Message From The Lord Bishop of Colombo

B It gives me great pleasure to send you this message as
Bl you celebrate the very important landmark of 150 years
of community life and witness in Christ.

B St. Mary’s Church, Kopay and the adjoining Christian

B College, which also observes its 150™ Anniversary this

B year, were built on spacious land gifted to the Church

by the then Government Agent, Mr. P.A. Dyke, popularly

" referred to as the Rajo of the North on account of the several decades he
served here as Government Agent. The first Vicar was the Revd. Robert
Pargiter, the CMS Missionary who, like the Government Agent, also served
the North for many years. He was responsible for building up many of the
Anglican Churches and schools in Jaffna. The Kopay Teacher Training Institute
was begun in 1853 by the next Vicar the Revd. James O'Neill, who had been
ordained a priest in 1846 by the first Bishop of Colombo at the first ever
Ordination Service held in Jaffna.

* St. Mary's was dedicated in 1852, in the presence of a very large gathering.
It had been a rainy and wet day but despite that, several had turned up from
villages quite distant from Kopay. | am glad to note Kopay has continued to
draw and nourish large and vibrant congregations, under the care and
leadership of faithful leaders, both clerical and lay.

You have at the entrance to your Church, a very valuable photograph
commemorating the dedication of your Church. The large and cosmopolitan
- gathering in that photograph is a reminder that our ministry in a plural society
should be an inclusive one. We should be a caring Church extending our
ministry and service to all in our community. ; '

| am confident that the present community of Christians at Kopay, encouraged
by your Clergy, will continue to serve the people of Kopay and Jaffna through
the challenging days ahead of us all. Faithfuiness to Gospel values and life
in Christ will no doubt relentlessly urge us to stand with the people in their
several needs and to work for the dignity and emancipation of all.

With peace and Blessings.

+ Duleep de Chickera
Bishop of Colombo
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