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Lakshmis Jewellers

276 High Street North London E12 6SA UK
Tel : 020 8470 5600 Fax : 020 8470 3448
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Mahajana College Old Students Association — United Kingdom
10 Cotsford Avenue, New Malden, Sumrey KT3 5EU

Mr K Jogeswaran
Mr W Thayalan

Patrons

Dr S Navaratnam
Mr A vairavamoorthy

Mr G Natkunan
Mrs J Vigneswaran

Executive Committee — 2012 / 2013

President

Mr V Sivanantharajah

Vice President
Dr (Ms) Theva Nathan

Commetee Members

Mr S Ahilan

Mr W Jayabalan

Mr S Kugananthan

Ms V Navaratnam

Ms T Sooriyanarayanan
Mr K 8 Sharveswaran
Mr A Wimalathasan

Co-Opt Members
Mr B Buvanendra

Ms Abbey Wimalathasan (Passed Away)

E-Mail: info@mahajana.co.uk

Secretary

MV Thavamuruganathan

Asst. Secretary
Mr N Sri Sabesan

Mr K S Balakumar

Mr S Kanesalingam

Mr S Kugarajah

Dr (Ms) S Rajasooriyar
Dr V Sivagnanavel

Mr N Sri Gengatharan

Teasurer

e e e

Mr R T Sambanthan

Asst, Treasurer
Mr V Hariram

Mr G Balakulendran

Mr N Kerupakaran

Ms G Ganeshakumar
Ms P Sivanesan

Mr V R Ramanathan

Mr P Tharmakulasingam

Mr S Kamalakkannan

Mr K Seyon

Web: www mahajana.co.uk
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THE LATE T.T.JAYARATNAM

My Tribute to a Friend and Colleague

Jayaratnam's life is the story of a man's total dedication to his great dream. He
envisioned a modem new Mahajana, re-born and equipped to match the educa-
tional and cultural aspirations of his people. With him it was a sacred mission. His
personal interests were willingly sacrificed to build up his ideal school. It is an un-
selfish streak, even a noble kink in the brain, that drives a man to work more for
the common good than for his own. If Jayarathnam had lavished all that devotion
on his own private projects instead of on an obscure elementary school in his vil-
lage, it would have made all the difference to his own well-being, but hardly any
difference to his community. That is the dividing line between the much admired
business entrepreneur and the social worker. The entrepreneur has no eye for
anything that does not smack of profit. It is just greed. The enthusiast for culture
or educational progress also goes out in quest of new worlds to conquer. But nei-
ther money making nor enriching himself has any place in his program. He would
rather re-mould his people's life and enrich the soul of his country. That is the pic-
ture Principal Jayaratnam has left to his posterity. Early in life he fell inlove with.
his dream, a dream of transforming his family school into a Grade | college, capa-
ble of providing University admission instruction to the boys and Girls of his vil-
lage. How well he succeeded is the story of Mahajana College.

Jayaratnam's passion for educational service came as a hereditary trait. He was
following the dream that had guided his father Taylor Thuraiappapillai, who was
also famous in his day as a poet. He was better known, however, as the founder
of an English school, which he aptly named Mahajana- the people's- English
school. That was the birth of Mahajana College, in 1910. The people of his village
however, were both to call it by the name the founder had given it. They contin-
ued to call it 'Taylor's School'. It was some years before the baptismal name
came to be accepted, not until the founder's son had given it its today's enduring
status as a college.

In 1945 when Jayaratnam took over the administration of Mahajana, it was still a
Grade |l school. It could only teach up to the Junior school Certificate. Such
school worked under a great handicap. The best teachers were not atiracted be-
cause the salary scales were lower. The better and wealthier students were
drawn to the higher grade schools, and schools like Mahajana were left to cater
to the second rate only. The new principal was determined to lift his school out of
this disadvantaged status.

1945 also saw the passing of the Free Education Act, in its results one of the
most far-reaching laws ever passed by the Sri-Lankan legislature.
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It threw open to every child in the land the right to receive free education from ‘the
Kindargarten to the University', as the Minister who sponsored the bill proudly ex-
pressed it at the time. The government undertook to pay the entire salary bill of
the teachers, thus removing the greatest single financial obstacle to the free and
efficient development of school. The rural schools had come late into the race for
English education. These under-privileged schools were now given a chance to
expand and grow.

Principal Jayaratnam was not slow to seize this opportunity to reach out to his
dream of a collegiate Mahajana. The new law opened a flood of admissions to all
English schools. Teachers moved to enlarge their schools to take in the growing
numbers. It was a period of great hope and expansion. Jayaratnam and his team
threw themselves into this task

with great zeal and public spirit. Their school had to provide the infrastructure
needed to educate on a scale they had never imagined they would be called
upon to. A new building program was unleashed. Classrooms and laboratories
sprang up as if by magic. The library was expanded. Neighbouring landowners
were persuaded to donate or sell to provide for their sports fields. Qualified and
capable teachers were brought in. Friends and parents responded enthusiasti-
cally. So much goodwill and popular support flowed into their campaign that in
two years, in 1947, their school was recognized as a Grade |l college: and two
years later in 1949, the school was raised to Grade |. Their dream had come true.
In just four years Mahajana had jumped to top rank, a tribute to the principal's
genius for leadership.

The daily exodus of Tellippalai children by train and bus to the town schools was
now halted for good- a great blessing to the parents and to the pupils themselves.

In those days it was a common practice for schools to organize carnivals, some
of them even a month long, to raise funds. As a rising school Mahajana had de-
veloped an insatiable hunger for more, and decided to have her own carnival.
Tellippalai was too far out of the way to draw daily crowds; so the Mahajana car-
nival was sited on one of the Jaffna Municipal grounds. When | congratulated
Jayaratnam at the carnival on their excellent set up and arrangements, he told
me, not without his characteristic smile, "No, Kanagaratnam. It's a very anxious
time with us now. We have thrown so much money into this. If we don't make i,
we are all going broke".

Apparently he and his assistants had mortgaged their credit to the limit to raise
the initial funds needed to get the venture moving. It was a risk they were collec-
tively taking to realize their dream. In spite of their early fears the Mahajana Car-
nival turned out to be a financial success.
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| was working with Jayaratnam in the Executive Committee of the Northern Prov-
ince Teachers' Association. He was a moderate, left of centre, one mig ht call him.
He was free from any kind of extremism. | never saw him lose his temper in a dis-
cussion. Even when he could not see eye to eye with another, he never allowed
his disagreement to colour his language. One day we happened to discuss the
government's move to take over the schools. The proposal had raised a lot of op-
position from the managers of the older schools. He told me that most of his as-
sistants were disturbed over the government's intentions. They felt that the school
was their child, built up with their sweat and service over the years. His answer,
he said, was that their school would still remain theirs; the government could
never take it away from Tellippalai, and that Mahajana would be always there to
serve their people, even after the government had taken over the management.
That view was not something | had expected from a man who was virtually in sole
control of the school, - even though it was not his property of law. Aimost every
school manager of the day opposed the take over, not all of them for altruistic
reasons. But here was a manager, himself the architect of his school, willing to
co-operate.

There she is today, Mahajana College, one maghificent memorial to her maker.
The story of Jayaratnam and his faithful band of teachers who strove so nobly
and unselfishly to provide that palace of learning to the people of their country,
will never be forgotten.

A S Kanagaratnam

(This speech was written by Mr.A.S.Kanagaratnam to present at the inaugural meeting on 25" Oct 87. He
could rot attend due to ill-health and it was read out by Mr.C.J. Thamotharam.)
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BIRTH AND RISE OF MAHAJANA

Pavalar T.A. Thuraiappahpillai, who was the founder of Mahajana started his ca-
reer as a teacher and later became the Head master of Tellippalai American Mis-
sion School which is presently known as Union College. His long teaching career
along with the anxiety to educate the people of his village had made him to think
of venturing into the field of education further. Although he was fairly happy and
well liked by people, he had certain dissatisfaction with the missionary. Inspiration
and challenge posed by the Seminary in those days coupled with the service to
our community at large had stimulated the intellectual upsurge which had helped
to create the Tamil Renaissance.

The founder, who was instrumental in those days in setting up Post Office, Rail-
way Station, Cooperative Society and other institutes and establishments at
Tellippalai, had resigned from the Headmastership of the American Mission
School in early part of 1910 and had started teaching few pupils at his house on
the same day itself. This small school was growing steadily day by day. He was
well admired by the people as he had taken this as a great service to the people
of the village. He later had shifted the school to the location where the present
Mahajana is and had named the school as Mahajana High School-, a Peoples
School. The school was growing steadily during his nineteen year teaching career
at the school and he passed away on 24th June 1929. During his teaching career
he had written so many Tamil poems and these were later compiled on his birth
centenary celebrations (1972) in the form of "SINTHANAICHOLAI" BY
Mr.A Sivanesaselvan, one of Mahajana's distinguished old boys. His untimely
death had created a vacuum both at home and at the school. At this hour of crisis
my grandfather's brother in law Mr.S.Chinnappah took over the administration of
the school as the Headmaster and carried on admirably well under those circum-
stances.

My father Mr.T.T JAYARATNAM was only sixteen years of age and was a stu-
dent at Mahajana English School when my grandfather passed away. He then
joined Jaffna Hindu College and got through the London Matriculation in 1930.
He then got through the London Intermediate in Arts Examination at Jaffna Col-
lege, Vaddukoddai in the year 1932 and later started his teaching career at Ma-
hajana English School as an English Teacher. The growth of the school was
steady and had a student strength of 180 at that time. His teachers training in
1937 was followed by the success in London Bachelor of arts Examination and
his happy marriage to my mother Raniratnam in 1942.

While he was progressing well in his endeavour, the school was also growing
steadily under the able Headmastership of Mr.S.CHINNAPPAH. His sudden
death in the year 1945 had brought in the induction of my father as the principal
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of the school. -‘He had changed the name of the school as Mahajana College in
the same year. The present College crest - with an oil lamp and
"KNOWTHYSELF" - was designed in 1946. As the growth of the school was so
rapid it was elevated to Grade Il college in the year 1947. Ambitious building pro-
gramme was launched in 1948 at the back of the school keeping the T shaped
block of sheds in front. Mahajana was further elevated to Grade | College in
1949.

A very big carnival was organised - the biggest carnival Jaffna had ever seen - at
the Jaffna Esplanade in 1954 to raise funds for the ambitious building pro-
gramme. My grand mother who was both the towering strength to my grand fa-
ther and instrumental in my father's success at difficult times, had passed away
suddenly at the eve of the carnival. Although this untimely death of my grand-
mother had shaken my father very much, he never allowed the emotion to get the
better of him in any way. Everything went on well according to plan. The teach-
ers, parents, people of Tellippalai and above all my mother had given him enough
courage and strength at the hour of crisis. The standard of education and the ex-
pansion of the school were on the move hand in hand at rapid pace.

There were many teachers who were instrumental in the shaping up of the school
in its early stages. Among them were Ratnhasabapathy Master (his brother in law)
and Thampu Master (Grand father of Mr.W.Thayalan the present President of
Mahajana OSA,UK) who acted as his unofficial advisors in the development of
the school. The former guided him -at the school and at home while the latter
guided him at the school. Foundation was laid for the golden jubilee block to re-
place the T -shaped block in 1955 and it was later named as THURAIAPPAHPIL-
LAl MEMORIAL block. A successful Malaysian and Singapore fund raising mis-
sion for the said building was achieved.

Religious education forms the very foundation of all our work at Mahajana. A
Hindu school is the counterpart of a Hindu home and the moral and spiritual de-
velopment of our young ones is as much our responsibility as it is of the parents.
To put this in practice and to guide the students properly to achieve their goal,
religious participation and daily prayer are very important. In this direction partici-
pation of our college in the annual festivals at Maviddapuram Kandasamy Temple
and at Thiruketheeswaram Temple were initiated in the year 1956. To implant re-
ligious faith and enlighten the tender minds of young children with the righteous
and religious sense of values, a temple to Lord Nadarajan in the College prem-
ises was consecrated in the year 1960.

Golden Jubilee celebrations was celebrated in 1960 with the opening of the
golden jubilee block - THURAIAPPAHPILLAI memorial block - by the then Vice
Chancellor of the University of Ceylon - Sir NICHOLAS ATIYGALLE. Mahajana
was further elevated to super grade and it had become a vested school.
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The hard and strenuous work which was put during the past fifty years in devel-
oping the school had put the school on par with other top schools in the Jaffna
Peninsula and had started to reap the fruits of those hard days.

The school had started shining in all the fields. The students gaining entrance to
the university for all the faculties - Medicine, Engineering, Science, Arts and Com-
merce ., was steadily on the increase. The Mahajana which was started to edu-
cate our people has started bringing out the hidden talents of the students. Maha-
jana's fame had started slowly and steadily attracting students from all over Cey-
lon - Eastern Province, Upcountry and from certain parts of Colombo. The
strength of Mahajana had struck a record level of over 2000 students.

Mahajana had progressed well in the field of sports as well. Mahajana received
Governor-General's trophy at the all-Ceylon Physical Training contest in 1963,
and later the winner of Sir John Tarbat shield and Ceylon Schools football asso-
ciation trophy in 1970. They also secured Singer challenge shield in the following
year. All these were achieved at the All Ceylon level. Mahajana secured Soccer
championships for eight long years since 1967, and also shone well in Cricket,
Hockey, and Athletics. In Cricket they were the unbeaten champions in the North
of Ceylon in 1965. Mahajana also produced high level Hockey teams and athletic
teams and earned the distinction of producing two captains (Mr.S.Vamadevan &
Mr.S.Mahendran) of the All Ceylon combined school team at different times and
also an outstanding high jumper (Mr.V.Elanchenni) at the All Ceylon Track and
field events (1967- 1971). We owe our gratitude to Mr.P.Ehamparam,
Mr.T.Pathmanathan and,Mr.A.Yogaratnam for their valuable contribution in the
field of sports. Mahajana performed very well in the Dramatic and Elocution con-
tests over a very long period. Mahajana also climbed great heights in Scouting -
Highest number of Queen's Scouts, Girl Guides, Dancing and Quiz competitions
during this period. This was the golden time and | have heard my father saying
over and over again that this particular decade was the golden era in the history
of Mahajana.

Inauguration of the Diamond Jubilee block was launched in 1968. Mahajana cele-
brated its diamond Jubilee in the year 1970. Mahajana had produced so many
outstanding Doctors, Engineers, Civil servants, Accountants, Teachers, Gradu-
ates who are serving the people in Sri-Lanka and abroad. Mahajana takes an
outstanding honour in producing some outstanding Principals for the rest of the
schools in Sri-Lanka. Mr.K.Krishnapillai who was an outstanding vice principal at
Mahajana for a very long time and had a unique place in the development of the
school was promoted as the principal to Nadeswara College KKS and then to Un-
ion College Tellippalai. Similarly Mahajana had produced very good Principals
like Mr.M.Mahadevan, Mr.A. Ramasamy, Mr.P.Kanagasabapathy and
Mr.|. Sathiosatham. Mahajana is so proud of its principals who have done im-
mense service to the respective locality of schools to which they were promoted
as principals.
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Soon after the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations by the end of 1970 my father retired
from the service. My mother's and family's contribution was so high in the suc-
cess of my fathers' great achievement. His premature retirement had retarded the
schools development. During this time the school did not make any progress fur-
ther and this period was considered as the dull phase in the history of Mahajana.
This was troubling my father a lot and to certain extent it was eating into his
health as we!!. My father was trying hard to bring anyone of Mahajana's out-
standing principals which the school had produced and it had started paying divi-
dend as Mr.P.Kanagasabapathy was brought in the mid 1975 as the principal of
Mahajana College. Mr.P.Kanagasabapathy who was a teacher at Mahajana for a
very along time and also had the capability of managing the affairs at Mahajana
had no problem in putting the school back on the track on which it was moving
over the past seventy five years. He is a disciplinarian like my father and grandfa-
ther. His nature and the background on which he was teaching had helped him-
of course with some initial problems- to manage the school so well and efficiently.
My father was so relieved and | presume this happiness might have made his
passing away on 29" October 1976 more smoothly and peacefully. His sudden
passing away had shocked the entire Mahajanans.

Mahajana which was not making much progress during the five year dull period
comparatively had started gathering momentum once again under the principal-
ship of Mr.P.Kanagasabapathy. He was so interested in the progress of the
school and re-launched the Diamond Jubilee block programme. This acquired a
great deal of admiration from the parents and teachers of the school and he was
able to finish the Diamond Jubilee in 1978 and named it as T T Jayaratnam Me-
morial block. This was a pledge made by Mr.P.Kanagasabapathy at my father's
funeral speech and.he had achieved it and lot more to further the progress of the
school. He retired from service after a few years.

Mahajana again went through some rough patches after
Mr.P.Kanagasabapathy's retirement. This was quickly rectified by timely interven-
tion of the old Mahajanans of Jaffna and Colombo. The present principal
Mr.S.Nagarajah is co-operating fairly well with the old Mahajanans in Sri-Lanka in
managing the school during this particular war torn situation. It is quite commend-
able that the school is doing well in studies and many students have gained ad-
mission to the university under the present circumstances.

Mahajana has been functioning throughout as a family. The students, old stu-
dents together with the parents and members of the staff and minor staff func-
tioned for the benefit of the school. Every Mahajanan has sincerity and gratitude
towards the school. This brings all the Mahajanans together whatever positions
they are in and however much far away they might be. Mahajana has its Old Stu-
dent Association in Colombo, Canada, England, France and Jaffna. All these As-
sociations function very efficiently in the interest and welfare of the school.
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Their method of effective functioning and the admirable quality to liaise with one
another for the betterment of Mahajana is highly commendable. | take this proud
moment to thank all the Mahajanans most sincerely on behalf of our family for
their sincerity, gratitude and sense of duty towards the school. It is crystal clear
that these proud and loyal Mahajanans whom my grandfather and father had pro-
duced will do more

and more good work for the school to produce more and more distinguished and
loyal Mahajanans in many more years to come. We sincerely hope and pray that
Mahajana will rise further and further and hold high above everything, its tradition
of service to its society and to the Tamil Nation as a whole.

Jayaratanam Jayakumaran

Mr Jayakumaran — Eldest son of Mr T T Jayaratnam, written this aricle for Mahajanan (UK) in 1987
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The principal who moulded my career

It is a great privilege and pleasure to write about our late principal Mr TT Jeyarat-
nam for the centenary year souvenir. If not for him & Mahajana, | wouldn't have
achieved this high professional status as a medical consultant in London compet-
ing with the worlds best after Studying in a village school. | joined the school in
1948 at the tender age of nine and then became a head prefect and later a
teacher for six months before entering the medical faculty.

The sudden growth of Mahajana in the late 1940s and 1950s was entirely due to
the tireless effort of Mr Jeyararnam. He had been at Mahajana as a student when
his father was a Founder and later as a teacher and as Principal only to raise it to
its present pinnacle of fame. One has to applaud him for taking up this arduous
task running an educational institution without any hesitation at a very early age.
When one analyses how he was able to do this without any worry or fear, one re-
~alises the fact that he was able to accomplish this because he has been a
teacher in charge of many activities during his time before his principalship. The
variety of jobs as scout master, man in charge of sports and prefect of games and
several others gave him the experience and know-how to tackle these and advice
those serving under him .He was able to adapt himself for the various demands
of the teachers with cordiality & reasoning. That was why during his stewardship
there was universal acceptance of what he said and very rarely anybody dissent-

ing.

The great strength of Mahajana has been the excellence of teachers and their
commitment to putting their knowledge to good use. Being an independent
school, in the formative years of Mahajana the Headmaster was given the full
permission to appoint teachers. | don't think there was an interview board or edu-
cation department to intervene in any appointment. Mr Jeyaratnam carefully inter-
viewed individually sometimes at home. He carefully looked into their capabilities
and after a thorough search for their aptitude as well as behaviour appointed
them. It is no surprise that he went himself to India to select the science masters
for biology, chemistry, physics and maths- mostly from Kerala. They were enthu-
siastic young bachelors with graduate degrees and lived in a chummery called
Travencore house. Whatever said & done, they were very loyal to the principal &
Mahajana. They were the lynchpin for science teaching for a long time until Uni-
versity of Ceylon graduates replaced them. These science teachers wanted the
students to excel and even conducted extra classes during weekends & holidays
without any extra remuneration.
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So one has to give the credit for our late principal to have chosen the excellent
and fully committed teachers for the jobs. He should be very proud that his school
has produced so many elite persons who have become doctors, engineers, pro-
fessors, top civil servants and accountants both locally and overseas.

What lingers in my memory is his stature- though diminutive. One is always re-
minded that he is always well dressed in real European style with coat & trousers.
We also cannot fail to notice his well groomed hair rather shiny and with an appli-
cation of hair tonic and dignified walk with a gentle beaming smile in his face. It
was indeed a treat to watch him walking in a cream coloured suit with his red tie
along with his humble modest wife- almost always beside him graciously up to
the college hall during The Founders day or open day.

Our late Principal was a strict disciplinarian. He did not hesitate to use the cane
for punishment. In the modern day context, it is considered as something abhor-
rent and pupils and parents will rebel. Nevertheless in the 1940s and 1950sthat
was an accepted mode of punishment in several schools that stayed as a deter-
rent. One remembers his school rounds, almost every day down the corridors
with the cane inside his long sleeve shirt. His rounds are not only to check that
the students are behaving and not unruly but also to see that the teachers are in
the classes on time and controlling them well.

Like the Founder, he felt that the children in the area should have a proper reli-
gious education in a Hindu environment. He propagated the feeling the child
should acquire this by devotion & spirituality. He exemplified this by starting the
school every morning by singing of thevaram via a loud speaker. Every pupil was
expected to stand up in the classroom during this time of prayer with pindrop si-
lence. Every Wednesday morning the singing of sivapuranam by all in the morn-
ing assembly was a ritual. He was a very true Hindu who imparted the spiritual
feeling in all of us. It is great to know that he spent later part of his life after retire-
ment in temple restoration and upliftment of the community. So let his memory
live forever.

Dr N Poobalasingam

Dr Poobalasingam —Served as Chairman of the Mahajana Centenary Trust —UK
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THE ARCHITECT BEHIND
THE TREMENDOUS TRANSFORMATION

Mahajana College was just a small school when | first joined. Mr Jayaratham was
one of the graduate teachers, head master being Mr K.Chinnappah. After the
sudden death of Mr Chinnappah, Mr Jeyaratnam took over the reins and raised
the status of the school to a college and became the first principal of the college.
The college has now grown into a great institution and become one of the best
colleges in Sri Lanka. The Architect behind this tremendous transformation is Mr
T.T Jayaratnam.

Before 1945, unlike the vernacular schools, English schools were all fees paying
school. 1945, there was big change in all English schools, education was state
funded, offering schooling free of charge, Mahajana had a big intake of students
from neighbouring Tamil schools, students of varying ages from age of 10 to 18.
During my time there, many of the students came from poor farming families in
the surrounding villages. They did not have the sufficient resources to allow them
to focus on their studies and extra-curricular activities as they have to assist their
parents in their work in the morning before the school and in the evenings after
the school. Maintaining punctuality and discipline was a major problem, especially
since the students came from a range of different social backgrounds and political
leaning and class students composition of wide varying age groups. It was re-
markable, Mr Jayaratnam, with his management skills and sympathetic approach,
maintained an excellent harmony among students.

| can recall an incident where a fight erupted between students on an issue con-
cerning the local school elections. QOutsiders had become unnecessarily involved.
Mr Jayaratnam and Mr Krishnapillai, along with a few other teachers, diffused the
situation by visiting the parents of those students involved, which helped prevent
any further repetition of the event. This demonstrates that Mr Jayaratnam was an
understanding gentleman and approachable in a domestic setting as well as at
school.

Mr Jayaratnam maintained high discipline among teachers and students. During
my school days the principal dismissed two students for passing unacceptable
remarks on a teacher. Also three of us, while studying at the university entrance
class were suspended from school for not participating in a school function on
the ground of bringing disrepute to the institution. The decision was based on a
properly conducted enquiry by a team of senior teachers, headed by the princi-
pal. We were allowed to continue, with the studies after a lengthy negotiation
with T.T and science teachers, through Viththuvan Master and Mr Kathiresapillai
Master at the request of my mother.
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T.T was a very popular principal in Srilanka. T.T served as the secretary and later
as president of the Northern Province Teachers Association during my school
days.

Mr Jayaratnam's ambition was to ensure his students reached university. He
managed to recruit Arts graduates, qualified with a London degree or from Ceylon
University to work in our college. London and Ceylon University Science and
Maths graduates were harder to come by and so instead, he hired very good
teachers from India. Whilst | was a student, | was fortunate enough to be taught
by highly skilled staff members, all thanks to this unique approach taken by Mr
Jayaratham.

Irrespective of the laboratory facilities and the skilled teachers provided to us,
most students were reluctant to remain at college once completing their O-levels.
The preferred approach was to delve straight into the working field, due to their
struggling economic situations at home. The few that did aspire to receive a de-
gree, aimed to join a college which was known for successfully sending its stu-
dents to University. My brother, Velsamy, considered leaving Mahajana College
midway through his A-level studies — due to extreme pressure from our relatives -
as he had been accepted at Jaffna Hindu College. My father and my brother were
too embarrassed to meet Mr Jayaratnam in order to obtain the school-leaving
certificate and so | took the letter of request on his behalf. Mr Jayaratnam, on
reading the letter, was extremely disappointed.. Frustrated, he asked me why |
hadn't joined my brother. Mr Jayaratnam’s reaction had a huge impact on my
brother. After two weeks of attending Jaffna Hindu College, my brother met Mr
Jeyaratnam at his house and apologised, re-joining Mahajana a few days later.

My brother became the first student to take the university entrance exam and had
the privilege of entering the University Engineering faculty. It was a historical
achievement as only 23 students were given admission to the Faculty of engi-
neering at the University of Ceylon that year.
The following year, Sathiosathar lyer entered the Science faculty as one of the
100 intake and | entered the Engineering faculty the next year. This was the start.
More and more students started entering the University from Mahajana.

| am very grateful to Mr Jayaratnam. He is a great gentleman and a lovable char-
acter. Regardless of my shortcomings and undisciplined behaviour, he continued
to tolerate me and gave me the encouragement | needed in order to become the
man | am today. Mr Jayaratnam has imprinted values and sterling qualities onto
my generation that we will take with us for the rest of our lives.

Appathurai .Vairavamoorthy (Moorthy)

Mr Vairavamoorthy — former chairman of the Mahajana Centenary Trust UK and one of the Patron
of tMahajanaOld Students Association UK
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Mr TT JAYARATNAM
WHO MADE MAHAJANA COLLEGE
A GILLOBAL NAME

My life changed when my father Mr. Karthegesu Ganapathipillai passed away in
Malaya in 1949 and my mother Theivanai (locally known as Nahammah Akka)
took us back to her birth place Alaveddy. It is fate that made my brothers Santhi-
ran and late Satgunan and my sister Sarojini and | joined Mahajana College first
and few years later my younger brothers Gunapoopathy and Uthamakunan joined
the college. The college made us what we are now and we are always grateful for
Mr TT Jayaratham and the knowledge the college imparted on us.

Why are we celebrating late Mr Jayaratham’s 100" birthday. What is so unique
about him. There were and are several principals past and present who had con-
tributed to the improvement of the college but our late principal TT Jeyaratnam
stand out far and above all others.

To get an idea -of his achievement we should look back to see how Mahajana
College achieved the status of the best college in the Island in education and
sports.

When he took up the mantle of principal of the college the building he inherited is
an L shaped concrete building and a few thatched roofs sheds. There were long
benches and tables for the students and desk and a chair for the teacher. The
blackboards are large with a duster and a white chalk. The rooms were clean and
immaculate. _

The college was only teaching students up to SSC (O Level). It was not a fully
fledged college sending students to university. His first task is to make the college
suitable for teaching students to sit for university entrance examinations.

Today we have management, man management courses and various other
courses to help manage an organisation. At that time we didn't have any. If you
are a manager only you will appreciate his tasks. What a great person he was.
He was able to manage the students, the teachers and bring the best about
them. He had these skills in him and he was able to use it as the college pro-
gressed.

His first step is to go to India, Kerala in particular to recruit graduate teachers for-
the college. He was able to recruit Mr. Gnanarajah for mathematics, Mr. Menon
for chemistry, Mr. Warrior for physics and Mr. Idecular for biology. He also built
laboratories for biology, physics and chemistry. Fortunately for him there were
very bright students up and coming in the lower classes.
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To name the few like Baskaralingam,Murugiah, Subramaniam, Sathiosatham lyer
Valeswamy, Vairavamoorthy, Santhiran, Sivasubramaniam, Sivagnanavel, Shan-
mugaratnam, Satgunan, Poobalasingam. Like many major schools in Jaffna at
the time he didn't have the support or backing of the Hindu Society or the Chris-
tian church to put a good word in the education department. He was alone and
Mahajana College was also alone. Equipped with the graduate teachers, the
laboratories and bright students he was able to approach the Ceylon Ministry of
Education to upgrade Mahajana College to HSC educational standard. Getting
the upgrading is no mean deed. He did it and | am sure when he got the nod from
the education department he would have been most proud person on earth.

Having got the upgrade he went about making sure the teachers are teaching the
student and the students are grasping the knowledge. He made sure the labs are
fully equipped for the purpose. The principal can see the fruits of his hard work.
Students started entering university in engineering, medicine, science and arts.
He can see the flood gate has opened more and more students entering univer-
sity and more and more pupils form all over the country want to study at Maha-
jana.

He did not stop there, for him a college is about education and sports. He had a
great sports master Mr Ehambaram. He was looking some one who can make
the college best in the country. He spotted Mr TP Pathmanathan. He didn’'t have
formal qualification to become a teacher so he made him a librarian and gave him
training in library matters. But his task is to coach the students to make the col-
lege best in sports. As Mahajana progressed in sports and becoming champions
in Football and other sports culminating to become the champions of Sri Lanka.

Here you can see his management skills in full. He knew the college is growing.
The college need more classrooms better laboratories and better sports facilities.
He can't ask the government and there is no organisation to get help from. He
realised there is one way to raise funds. With the help from teachers and senior
students he organised a carnival in Jaffna Town and raised funds. He also had
shrewd mind to seek help overseas. He went to Malaysia and Singapore asking
those who came from Tellipalai, Alaveddy, Kollankaladdy, Katuvan,Mathanai for
donation. | have met some of those who donated and they donated because at
least their nephews and nieces could get a better education at Mahajana College.
We Mahajanan should be grateful for their donations.

College can't standstill, it is like any other business it should change. He gradu-
ally replaced the Indian graduate teachers with home grown teachers. He did in a
way that there transition was smooth and no ripple at all.

As the years gone by and the Tamil struggle Mahajanan has moved abroad in all
parts of the world. Wherever you go there are Mahajanans.
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They are proud to call them self's Mahajanans and have formed many Old Stu-
dent associations. Mahajana College has become a global name.

We are proud to say we studied Mahajana College because Mr Jeyaratnam had
a vision and a dream to make the college the best in the country. He had the
strength the belief, the determination and knowledge to make the college the
greatest. We salute him for this greatest achievement.

We are celebrating his 100" year is because he has given us Mahajana College.
We would not be what we are if not for Mahajana College.

| am proud like many of my classmates and fellow students in 1940s and 1950s
who had seen Mahajana College grew up from a small school to the best in the
country.

We need to acknowledge several teachers who were part of the revolution and
helped our principal

Vice Principal Mr Krishnapillai, Mr Mahadevan, Thambu Master, Ammah
Teacher, Mrs Rasamalar Kandiah, Mr Shanmuganathan, Mr Nagalingam (2),
Mr Sivapatham, Mr Kathiresampillai, Mr Ramasamy, Mr & Mrs Sinnathamby,
Mr Arumugam (2), Miss Murugesampillai, Mr Kanagasabapathy, Mr Sathio-
satham lyer, Mr Sivasubramaniam, Miss Veluppillai, Mr Ramanathan, Mr Pa-
rameswaran.

Long live Mahajana.

G.Natkunan

Mr Natkunan served as Secretary and President of Mahajana OSA - UK &
Former Chaiman of the Mahajana Centenary trust - UK.
Currently Paton of the Mahajana OSA - UK

BTN ETE
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Mahaiana College that shaped the lives of many
children like me

It will be no exaggeration to say that if not for Mahajana College, Tellipalai, there
will not be a senior consultant physician of repute in the United Kingdom today. |
went to learn at Mahajana in 1949 when | was merely 10 years old having com-
pleted the 5" standard in the local Tamil school called then as Sir Kanagasabai
Vidyasalai.

| joined in the special class called lower sixth from where children of high learning
ability but not as proficient in English Language were placed and given extra help
with English language. | was able to shine well in the class and joined the main
stream the following year.

It was the fact that education at Mahajana meant that children were given the
chance to have a comprehensive education in all subjects stressing in proficiency
in reading, writing, spelling, and numbers. Tamil and English were taught as the
main languages and Sinhalese and Sanskrit were also included in the curriculum
thus preparing the children to live, work, and get on in the country then called
Ceylon. Sports games and other extracurricular activities were also given promi-
nence and attention they deserved. Religions education was given importance
and as most of the children were Saivite Hindus. Hinduism was made a compul-
sory subject. The school began every morning with the singing of "THEVARAM"
and during assemblies, "SIVA PURANAM" was sung. When | joined during 1949
Mahajana was a high school sending pupils to S S C {senior school certificate ex-
amination} as the highest examination. The school earned such a good reputa-
tion that students came in large numbers to study, mainly because of the dynamic
and charismatic leadership provided by the principal Mr. TT Jayaratnam. In the
year 1952, Mahajana had sent two students to the arts faculty of the University of
Ceylon and had several students who secured first division pass with distinctions
in more than three out of eight subjects sat at SSC examination and one student
secured five distinctions passes. In the same year at the junior school certificate
examination conducted by the Northern Province Teachers Association called
NPTA, one of Mahajana's students late Mr. G.Satkunan secured first place pass-
ing with seven distinctions out of nine subjects when | secured three distinctions
and first division pass ranking high in the peninsula. In 1954 Mahajana sent stu-
dents to all faculties of the Ceylon University including medicine, engineering, sci-
ence, and arts. The track record of some of the students in the university was so
good that Mahajana secured a favorable place in the Ceylon University map. First
class and good upper second class passes in the university finals became com-
mon among students who entered from Mahajana. The professors in the univer-
sity came to know of Mahajana College favorably through the performance of the
students. Mahajanans became doctors, engineers, lawyers, civil servants, ad-
ministrators, teachers, surveyors and heads of departments.
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Mahajana College in the nineteen sixties and seventies was sought after by Tamil
students for higher studies from all over the island. Mahajana College was ele-
vated to super grade status in the island. In sports and football, Mahajana won
championships. In drama and arts also Mahajana won all island trophies.

All these achievements were possible purely due to the commitment of the lead-
ership provided by the principal and the dedication and sincere efforts of the
teachers zu students. The principal during Mr. T.T. Jayaratham's time was close
to the people of the area. He was seen in weddings and funerals and other im-
portant social functions of families connected with Mahajana. The teachers often
offered help to students outside school hour's without any fees. Many of the stu-
dents like myself developed while the school grew bigger and famous. When |
had sat he GCE P level while waiting to join the University, the principal offered
me a chance to teach which helped me to utilize the valuable time as well as earn
some cash which came in handy to pay for the equipment necessary to being stu-
dents life in Colombo. It was a kind and thoughtful gesture that was offered to
many other students. Mahajana became part of our family while we studied there
and even afterwards. We remain loyal to the school. Even after moving away
from Ceylon to live in the United Kingdom, few of us decided to form the first
overseas branch of the Mahajana College OSA in UK is of valuable service to
promote the welfare of the school and her students.

During his centenary year of our alma mater we remember with gratitude the
founder Mr. Taylor Thuraiappapillai whose vision and courage gave birth to this
school. There was a need at that time for the Hindu children from the area to have
education without losing their Hindu identity and faith. Later the successive heads
particularly Mr. T.T. Jayaratnam took the mantle and made it glow bright and
strong. The school has suffered along with other Tamil areas as a result of the Sri
Lankan war on the Tamils. It is only through the love and dedication of the past
pupils and teachers living all over the world and the old student organization in
Tellipalai, Colombo, UK, Canada, USA, Australia, France, and Europe continue to
support the school in Tellipalai.

| must make a special mention of the yeoman service and expert help rendered
by the MCFEC (Mahajana College Foundation for Educational Development) a
Colombo based organization consisting of eminent past Mahajanans with dedica-
tion and vision. Let us take what is good from whichever source to further the
cause of the school and her students. The present heads of the school has a
special responsibility to see that the student welfare is safeguarded while the cen-
tenary celebrations go on_ JAYA JAYA MAHAJANA MAATHAA.

Dr § Navaratnam

Dr Navaratanam, Founder President of the Mahajana College Okd Students Association UK
& Founder Chaimman of Mahajana Centenary Trust UK
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Cureiimensy (Ummrenmm 53:3, 283:11-12). Osbmieug eaugs S LUBHSHIIS!
(oi®sprenrm  387:17). Urisey mleaorigering Qesmrfl  eeug  ojibueod  GuTEm
Qural QUib (4207, 4:211). Q&bp e6iug oLl ea@Engs 2 eflsaGeon
DIHTE.

&6 ENEMIEHILI DI6V6V&H| (WM CoenL_sniid  HETOTHmaISEH &6 aflene
wrigw  @mems ailmemurlenl " QAsnr  oLBHE’ aaT FhiS  [BE0ESILIRISET
GilulBa smme:

Cup&ir et @OU (WpdH&H et werted, HHT el wewfluilen e QuITgh 1ML GG,
Qeomi@ euemen waaflir Qempll @LE0” (Unkramm 53:1-3).

Bhse Sl LD gHamtamamuied SguisHTed AHBN S LT S6veud HllibEH SLgul-
FHred QHM Sl Lor esiug Qsflusisvensy. Relidennn, QHe6om LID  er6im
FO&HSIOID aups&GD QeBBurBae aam FhsSSHOID aIphgGDd Qssval, Qb
sei @mOarmaaien Qam Tenlid &Sl (RalaTmer.

aroUben aublLCurdsr @enemlurpild WL SHbe Qurgieurs, GuwenL  erem
Qur@menenLw, Qsmifl eeim QFrsy  Hrrafll  Quompsendefliug s amyey-
QewdEnas Syrefl Qerpulply ospng) (3444).

I&I - METWL eo&sfupw  rpuBssd Quombdleeflsar  &HelenodEhsT @6,
9 _suaGdomgles uamamieud Sramlufags Qesnr - Gssvell Gurey EerQem
dBSHSHIESETL B, SHODHI_ GF FDUTFUPD FPSHSIOID&FSDLGHID.

aflFQFeueydbosL LD, HeTurdhd earby. eaam Sag  Qurmeflsun  G&He60 6l
FiThs B OQUIWITSET FpHaled pRIgas GBIULIL HHHeHg):

DUy sSmeveilcoaueilsd Qb Qosvaliung, Qurebsamm SBameEd B,
(peiteatit, UL Db mbECaati((id. weaemfles Qe Qssoadiwimesi
Guwilglyn, Seflaprdd wwran L QHeellFd aMiESIEID, LIGHevsHEharellderfla
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BoéEew Q@ ebellwmnl Gemn Bl GWrSa|d b & M ST, D6,
auedQaul1guisy DmEESL O&evappsnsl, WeEHQHaTauTs, QHeoendbal 19 o Pl L
6V endHF &l BaEMmE.

A& el umPpuy BDOHRMSWTSHAW 6 & (Hd ST . 11D &H 60 & LW 3
Qexsiiemaumiibsreors @B Qasvediliuempuiey Beturdall LuiTFQFuIms
DohsGEEEImigUIG. QHealals) @GmD  qaulsT  DieLe&EI QUL &HEELD
aaTU@HT  emAurmer. auflFQdssvallsd  DenemUUrmpId B b @D 616LGHT
oieveug Fallmswii Guuiglyd @b sauGHT wndmre QuiTms.
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Centenary Celebration at School — October 2013
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Shpadl EHWSH WL LD DT QUEH DU &1
Falpll FHU MFFHoapd SSTSHL & Swren
B DWEN WSHLAND. PURSDIDUITEN FH\HIDEN
package aisgmenhd 2 _wid

ﬁwm&mwb Aarefl eupmIGId

Q&m aflBTUISBT Speounb
lon Sri Selva Vinayagar Temple

Opening Hours
8.00 am - 2.00 pm | 5.00 pm - 9.30 pm

Fmahpr: 13/07/12 Gxi: 05/08/12

Cuweogs aflugrisend e
020 8911 8934

299-303 Ley Street, iiford, Essex 1G1 4BN

iselvavinayagar.org.uk | E: info@sriselvavinayagar.org. uk
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i

. LONDON
EURO TRAVELS & TOURS

fmbs amsa augup, susf asfu ight ti ;
aND Gmig syinb iscounted flight tickets available
i Indian Visa Services availabble

111B Loampit vale
Lewisham
London
SE1377TG

Jiiab

Tel: 020-8465-9666

Special Fares To
Colombo
India &
European Destinations

280, Old Christ Churrh Road, | 01202 318535
Bournmouth - BH1 1PH

SRI LANKAN & SOUTH INDIAN RESTAURANT

Real Traditonal Recepies from
Southern part of India...

Now in your place

Open 7 Days a Week
Monday - Saturday |12 pm - | Ipm
Open Sunday 12pm - 10pm

Hotel Delivery Available
on Orders Over £12

58/ Mahajanan 2013 - UK




Jeyaratnam-100 Souvenir / 59



SRI KANTH & CO

We practise in the following areas of law
¥ Civil Litigation

# Consumer Problems

# Conveyancing - Commercial
# Conveyancing - Residential

# Employment Matter
& Housing Matters
& Immigration

# Landlord & Tenant

- & Liquor Licensing
~  Matrimonial / Family
¥ Welfare Matters

¥ Wills & Probate

Immi infotsvilanthsolic !?ﬂfh cgiuk Web: wivwsrikanthsolicitors.co. ule.
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Best Wishes
To

Mahajana College OSA UK

100th Year Celebration of
Mr TT Jayaratnam

at
Sivan Kovil,Lewisham

On 27th October 2013

e

fe

& Daughters vy

Qﬂﬂﬁu:fting

Built on Sucess

Sponsors of Thavil Legend Mr Thadchanamoorhty Memorial Foundation

67 Hazelmere Close, Northolt , UB56UP . Phone 020 8841 5186.



K ==
5 0 0 Hutes £10

UNLIMITED =%

To buy: dial *139*110444#% or text 11044 to 3535

Special Reduced Rates when you activate £10, £20, £30 and £40 national bundile

Sri Lanka

B

/min
Landline & Mobile

' For your FREE Lycamobile SIM visit www.lycamobile.co.uk or call 020 7132 0322

Buy and top up online or in over 1 15,000 stores
I Y IEE00 Salnshurys RETRY < 1L FHATIRERL I yca
5 o foe Gt g e

mobile

Caill the world forless




	1 (1)
	1 (2)
	1 (3)
	1 (4)
	1 (5)
	1 (6)
	1 (7)
	1 (8)
	1 (9)
	1 (10)
	1 (11)
	1 (12)
	1 (13)
	1 (14)
	1 (15)
	1 (16)
	1 (17)
	1 (18)
	1 (19)
	1 (20)
	1 (21)
	1 (22)
	1 (23)
	1 (24)
	1 (25)
	1 (26)
	1 (27)
	1 (28)
	1 (29)
	1 (30)
	1 (31)
	1 (32)
	1 (33)
	1 (34)
	1 (35)
	1 (36)
	1 (37)
	1 (38)
	1 (39)
	1 (40)
	1 (41)
	1 (42)
	1 (43)
	1 (44)
	1 (45)
	1 (46)
	1 (47)
	1 (48)
	1 (49)
	1 (50)
	1 (51)
	1 (52)
	1 (53)
	1 (54)
	1 (55)
	1 (56)
	1 (57)
	1 (58)
	1 (59)
	1 (60)
	1 (61)
	1 (62)
	1 (63)
	1 (64)

