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Message from the President

V. Ananthasayanan

It gives me great pleasure to present this message to the souvenir of "Malarum Moddukkal
2004", and to welcome you to our third event produced by a group of talented young volunteers.

Union Coliege is one of the oldest schools in the Jaffna peninsula and Mr | P Thurairatnam
was the first indegenous person to be appointed as the Principal of the College. He worked
tirelessly in building the school to her glory and he encouraged the dedicated team of staff aslo to
give their best. In fact it would be true to say that Mr IPT devoted his life to the college. Therefore |
am equally proud and happy that we are able to mark his 100th birthday with this programme
today.

We are delighted to have the Principal of our college Mr. S. Punniyaseelan as our Chief
Guest tonight. He continues to excel in guiding and managing our school to produce outstanding
results both academically and on the sports field. Recent public examination results have provided
ample proof of this.

A few of our Executive Committee members had the opportunity to visit our school in
Tellippalai in the last two years. They were all impressed with the progress of redevelopment and
the enthusiasm of staff and pupils to achieve higher standards in education and sports with limited
resources. Union College has provided all of its students with a sound education, which has helped
us to progress in a foreign land, and as a sign of our appreciation and gratitude for that privilege,
we should do our utmost to aid the rebuilding of our school during this difficult period to continue its
good work.

Union College is one of the oldest colleges in the Jaffna peninsula and Mr | P
Thurairatnam was the first indigenous person to be appointed as thePrincipal of the college. He
worked tirelessly in building the college to her glory and he encouraged the dedicated team of staff
too to give their best. In fact it would be true to say that but for Mr IPT gave his life to the College.
Therefore | am equally proud and happy that we are able to mark his 100th birthday with this pro-
gramme.

Our Sports Secretary, Mr. A. Sathianathan, took a team of young footballers to represent
The Unions UK on a tour of Sri Lanka last summer. That was the first time such a tour to the
North of Sri Lanka was organised by any school. The tour was a tremendous success and all the
children enjoyed the trip as well as making friends with the children there, still continuing to write to
them and look forward to going back soon. | wish to thank the Sports Secretary, all the children
and their parents who participated in that trip. There will be a another tour this year, and those who
would like to take part should contact Mr Sathianathan.

As with all previous similar programmes, the entire proceeds from this programme will be
sent to our school.

| sincerely thank all the children and young adults who have worked with dedication and
tenacity to produce this evening's programme. My gratitude also goes to the executive committee
and sponsors for all their support in organising this event.

Finally, | wish you all an entertaining and memorable evening.
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L.P. THURAIRATNAM
1904 - 1985

by
Dr T Manoharan, FRCS (Open Edin.), FRCOG

When I was asked if I would write a piece on IPT, I was awe struck. To write about
a father I adored was more than a pleasure, indeed a
spiritual experience.

24 - 01 -2004 which reads like an auspicious number marked the 100th birth
anniversary of Isaac Ponniah Thurairatnam endearingly as well as awesomely known as
IPT. One of his loyal students and life-long friend adroitly put together some of his attrib-
utes to derive the acronym IPT - intellectuality, perfection, truth-seeker. The same Mr. E.
Sabaratnam once pointed out to us a strange affinity for a trinity in the birth date 24, date
of death 27 at age 81 years 3 months, 3 days, all figures being multiples of 3. IPT's entire
life was shaped by his steadfast faith in the Holy Trinity.

At age 11, when he lost his father, he was obliged to take on his young shoulders
the responsibility of the family and to be a consolation to a mother widowed at 30. Wisdom
and faith seemed to knock at his mind's door and tug at his heart strings as his odyssey
carried him triumphantly through the assaults of disease, poverty, responsibility and sor-
row. At age 17 he won a 42 day battle with typhoid without antibiotics, soon to
demonstrate his invincibility when he beat malaria. These experiences not only made his
heart better, but shaped a mind and body that were indefatigable to the end. Having thus
waxed strong in flesh and spirit with the patience and fortitude of Job, some of Solomon's
wisdom, all of Josiah's obedience and a vision like that of Moses, he became the first local
missionary to take over from the Americans. He never had a bad word about anyone and
there never was a hint of jealousy in his heart.

He was a strict disciplinarian, a reflection of the grounding by Western missionaries
in times when their standards were hallowed. His mind's processes were further sharp-
ened by his association with lifelong friends like Senator Nadesan, Sri Skandarajah, S.J.V.
Chelvanayagam et al, who were eminent in their fields. He built around himself a
redoubtable aura yet impressed me as a gentle giant. He would always be placid and com-
passionate in his counselling. A man of many talents, like a multi-faceted gem, he shone
from each carefully chiselled face. Whether it was work or pleasure, classroom or sport's
field, garden or dark room, in front of or behind the camera, carpentry or masonry, preci-
sion and perfection were a sine qua non to his approach.

Groomed by greats like John Bicknell of Jaffna College and Prof. Suntheralingam of
the University, he would talk fondly of his illustrious colleagues and friends. After obtain-
ing his degree he returned to Jaffna in 1925 on the invitation of Rev. John Bicknell to join
the staff. He must have acquired his meticulous ways from his chemistry teacher, Carl
Phelps, who was also the physical director. It was not surprising that the Americans saw
cricket as a drab sport and could never appreciate its finer points which personified the
Englishman's character. When Phelps left for a position in Kodaikanal in 1927, IPT was
appointed Physical Director. He had already developed a passion for tennis as a schoolboy to the
point of an obsession, justified by the many trophies he won later. At that time he also held the
school's batting record. With hard work and encouragement, Jaffna College soon ranked amongst
the best and brought IPT many feathers to his cap. In his own words "The fluctuating fortunes of a
cricket match, the exciting finish of a football game, sharing in the joys of victory or the sorrows of
defeat were precious experiences which strengthened me and moulded the character of the boys".
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LP. THURAIRATNAM

In the mid 20's, IPT was secretary to the Jaffna Student's Congress, later known as the
Youth Congress, pledged to the renaissance of our languages, literature and the performing arts.
Jaffna College was in the vanguard of the movement embellished with egalitarian ideals. They
ardently supported the Swadeshi movement of Gandhi and invited Great South Indian patriots and
fiery orators. The crowning glory of the events organized by the Congress was the visit to Jaffna of
Mahatma Gandhi who had previously corresponded with IPT. | remember one single short letter
written in Gandhi's own hand lying in my father's desk.

IPT was also in the forefront of the inevitable debate over the devolution of all mission work
- hospitals, schools, industrial departments etc - upon the nationals. There were many hiccoughs,
one of the factors being the tacit supremacy of the 'white man', the older missionaries being
regarded as each one a benevolent dictator in his own field and an undisputed authority.

The opportunity arose with the retirement of missionaries. By a sudden and surprise move
the advisory board, set up to help Mr. Ward of the Tellippalai Mission, decided to offer Mr Ward's
vacancy to IPT. He had neither asked for it nor wanted it as he had looked upon Jaffna College as
his life work having already been a teacher there for ten years. Everybody knew that Tellippalai
was the lowliest of the mission stations, though it was the Headquarters of the mission in its pio-
neering days. Indeed the earliest missionaries like Daniel Poor and James Richards of the
haystack five are buried there.

IPT took up the challenge and was instrumental in amalgamating the English and bilingual
schools located in the same premises. Mud huts with thatched roofs and one stone building called
Sander's Hall housed the bilingual school. This was a comedown from the dizzy heights of Jaffna
College where the intellectual companionships was of a higher order and the atmosphere was of
freedom and enterprise.

The school born out of the union of the English and bilingual schools was aptly named
Union College. Extensions, new building, playground, science laboratory, carpentry workshop etc.
evolved. The ACM Press which was to be scrapped was saved and revived under IPT's manage-
ment. The school was soon upgraded and began to make its mark in all fields. | remember the
evenings when he would be on the track supporting and encouraging Miler Sinnathamby and the
Old Boy's day when he would play cricket for the seniors and thrash sixers off the younger ones!
Union College is old in the sense that its beginnings can be traced to the first school established by
the pioneer American missionaries who set up the head quarters at Tellippalai. Union College is
new as it assumed its present status in 1938. He was a great organizer and carried out many fund
raising campaigns in Ceylon and abroad. Weddings and funerals in the family, school functions
and inter schools sports meets would all be planned to perfection. He was the back bone behind
the JSSA of which he was President. The inception of the JSSA, now Tamil Schools Sports
Association in the UK., is in itself a tribute to the legendary IPT. He always told us that travel was
an education. En route to the States by cargo boat in 1948 he visited many countries. After his
Masters at Columbia University in New York he toured all 48 states in 35 days and then the UK
and the Continent, bringing back cine records with sound and exciting facts about places and peo-
ples.

IPT always had the full and caring support of his wife who took an active part in every
school function and church activity. Being an educationalist, he made sure that all his seven chil-
dren were well educated. He lived by example and created standards hard to emulate. The occa-
sion of my last visit to see him was poignant. In the afternoon of my last day, he was lying in bed
pensive and sorrowful. | sat beside him. We held hands and | noticed the weak grip of the hand
that wielded such power on the tennis court and belonging to a man who would extol the virtues of
a warm handshake. It must have been an hour or so with no word spoken. | felt the warmmth of his
spiritual energy. That day, for the first time, | had said something better than silence. (Dean Inge)
God's final blessing was to take him away as he slumbered through his daily afternoon siesta to
wake up in the land of glory to which he had set his sights during life.
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TSSA 3

Message from TSSA 'UK' President

| consider it a privilege to send a message of felicitations to The Unions, as they present
Malarum Moddukal 2004 while celebrating the 100th birthday remembrance of their Principal
Emeritus Mr | P Thurairatnam.

TSSA (UK) was established in 1992 under the name of JSSA (UK) for the simple reason that
the OSAs of the Tamil Schools can associate easily with the Jaffna Schools Sports Association
(JSSA) as it existed in our homeland, which organised several sporting activities amongst the Jaffna
schools. Mr | P Thurairatnam was a Founder Member of JSSA. He served for several years as
President, Secretary and Committee member. He was well known at home for his precise planning
and achievements in the Sports field and was well respected by all prominent sports personalities.

Unfortunately, the effects of the civil unrest resulted in JSSA becoming defunct for a period of
thirteen years. | am equally happy to record that through the efforts of TSSA (UK) , JSSA has once
again been re-established in Jaffna in 2003 and Inter Collegiate competitions in Football and Netball
have re-commenced, currently being funded by TSSA (UK).

| feel it appropriate to say few words about Union College OSA (UK branch) and its relation-
ship with TSSA, here in the UK. Two of your members spring to my mind. First, Mr S Pathmanathan -
| have worked with him for many years as Founder Members of TSSA (UK). He served as the
President of the Association while | served as the Secretary for three years. | know him very well and
the excellent contribution he and his wife Dr (Mrs) Pathmanthan continue to make for the TSSA at
every event. | consider them to be pillars of TSSA. Second, your current Secretary, Mrs S
Thambipillai - she has been associated with TSSA over a decade. She too has held the posts of
Secretary and President of the Association and she still continues to serve in the Executive
Committee. | do not want to bore you with the work she does for TSSA but simply state that she is
an asset to TSSA and we are very lucky to have her serving in the committee. Long may they contin-
ue.

As you may know, we, the TSSA (UK) have embarked on a huge project of building a
Sports Academy in NorthEast (SANE) in Sri Lanka. It is estimated at £200,000. Union College OSA,
a strong member of the TSSA has pledged to support this project and we invite all other OSAs also
to rise to the occasion to do the same in support of this very worthy and needed project. We welcome
any suggestions for raising the much needed funds to build a lasting legacy in our homeland.

Finally, on behalf of TSSA (UK) | pay tribute to Mr | P Thurairatnam and his achievement for
the school, students and for the work he did with JSSA. He was a credit to Union College and the
Tamil community. | believe he has left behind a hugh legacy to be proud of and his name will contin-
ue to be remembered in all sporting events for a long time to come. It is therefore befitting that The
Unions remember his 100th Anniversary of his birth with Malarum Moddukal. | congratulate the
Executive Committee and the performers this evening for their hard work and dedication and wish
you all the best for the future as you continue to support your Alma mater!

"HAVE A WONDERFUL EVENING"
S.Sriranjan

President (2003-2004)
tssa@sriranjan.com

Soccer Festival Bank Holiday Monday 03 May 2004
Sports Festival Bank Holiday Monday 30 August 2004

See you all at these Festival
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A TRIBUTE TO THE LATE

MR. LP.THURAIRATNAM

EMERITUS PRINCIPAL, UNION COLLEGE

BY
K.BALASUNDARAM B.A., SLEAS.

I am very happy to have this opportunity for paying a brief tribute to the late
Mr | P Thurairatnam on the occasion of his 100th anniversary commemoration to be held in London.

Mr Thurairatnam, the first national to take charge of the American Ceylon Mission station at
Tellippalai in 1935, was also the first Principal of Union College. Though the name Union College
came into usage during Mr Thurairatnam's tenure of office, it has its roots extending to 1816 the year
in which a Tamil school was established at Tellippali by the American Ceylon Mission. It was the first
modern school established in the Northern Province.

Mr Thurairatnam, an educationist with vision and foresight, amalgamated a
bilingual and an English school in 1940 to lay foundation for the present Union College and dedicated
his whole life for the development of the college with a view to competing with other emerging famous
colleges in the Jaffna peninsula. This brilliant gentieman had the habit of planning everything in
advance, paying attention to minute details. He possessed extraordinary knowledge of administration,
school curriculum and extra-curricular activities; he was an excellent mathematics teacher in the
classroom; he was a fine coach in the playground; he was a photographer in the studio of the college;
he was a very strict disciplinarian at college. Since he was intelligent, well-read, social-minded,
hard-working and sincere to his profession, he was able to record a successful career as a leading
college principal. His period remains as a golden era in the annals of Union College history. As a
result the late Mr Thurairatnam is held in high esteem by the populace of the Jaffna peninsula.

Tellippali is proud of having the first Tamil school. Also, the first Tamil newspaper in the world
'Uthaya Tharakai' was printed at Union campus in 1841 and the weekly newspaper was in circulation
for 130 years. The second oldest English newspaper in Ceylon 'The Moming Star’ too was printed at
Union campus and thereby Union had been providing typical examples for the rest of Jaffna District.
Mr Thurairatnam too continued making Union a model for discipline and sports in Jaffna schools.

| have vivid memories about the creator of Union College. | used to invite Mr Thurairatnam to
all college functions and he always graced the occasion with his presence. He would be there sharp
on time. | always had a seat for him on the stage by me. On the following day without fail | would
receive a congratulatory message from him after every function. He used to tell me that | had been
following his traditions. The traditions followed at Union College are his everlasting contributions.

Once in a way he used to visit me in my office. | too visited him off and on. Here | would like
to narrate an incident - One day while his wife 'Rose Acca' was serving me tea, she asked her
partner, "What do you think of Balasundaram's administration?" He looked at me for a few seconds
and said, "He has succeeded in reviving the college. A very difficult job in government schools.” | was
the second person to rush to his place on the day he passed away. | witnessed the great architect of
Union College in eternal sleep, after he had gone to have his usual nap after lunch. Very rarely such

things happen.

Mr.Thurairatnam will be long remembered by his alumni as well as by all
villages surrounding the institution, for having produced a great number of educated youths who
joined the government services as well as private sectors. The direct result was the creation of a new
middle class that changed the traditional socio-economic structure in and around Tellippalai. | see it
very clearly for | come from Avavrankal, a village that did not have a Union College to produce middle

class families among the farming community.
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With Compliments From
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ACCOUNTANTS

For efficient professional services in
Preparation of Accounts
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A TRIBUTE TO THE LATE ............. TRS——— ppm—

Mr.Thurairatnam was not only an educationist but also he was a well-known
political personality. He was one of the leading members who inaugurated the Jaffna Youth Congress
in 1924. The others were Messrs Handy Perinpanayagam, J.V.Chelliah,'Kalai Pulavar’
C.S.Navaratnam, Orator Subramaniam and A.E.Thambar. The Jaffna Youth Congress was the first
political institution that agitated for full independence. Moreover, when All Ceylon Tamil Congress
President Mr.G.G.Ponnampalam moved the aims and objectives of the party in 1948, it was
Mr.Thurairatnam who seconded the motion that included the famous 50:50 political resolution.

Mr.Thurairatnam did yeoman service by endeavouring to eradicate discrimination and social
injustices across the Jaffna peninsula. The Federal Party and the Marxists did try for eradicating the
caste discrimination in the second half of the twentieth century, but Mr.Thurairatnam had been in the
field two decades before them and did succeed up to a certain extent in his venture.

"No great man lives in vain.

The history of world is
but the biography of great men."

Thomas Carlyle

Best Compliments
from

LILLEY SPORLS

35 Burleigh Road, Sutton Surrey SM3 INE

For Sports Equipment, Trophies
&
Nice "N" Easy Boys Disco

For Qulaity and Friendly Service
Contact Edwin
on
Tel: 07956 577642 Fax: 020 8274 2204
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Tel: 020 820
Fax: 0

Tel: 020 8961 9613
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Message From Canada OSA

Dear Friends,

We are very pleased to send you warm greetings. On behalf of our association, we would
like to congratulate every one gathered to celebrate the 100th birthday of the late
Mr.l.P.Thurairatnam, who was the former Principal of our College at Tellippalai.

Unfortunately, due to my work circumstances | was unable to visit Union College personally,
however | am very pleased that you have had a chance to go back home and meet some of our
present staff and students currently attending the College.

Our Old Students Associations everywhere around the world are committed to help especial-
ly financially to promote the development, education and improvements of the children who study at
Tellippalai. The committee down here is improving continuously and strives their best to ensure that
the needs of the current situation of the students are met.

Our associations encourage various social and cultural activities, such as traditional dances
and music to raise funds to be sent to our collage for its developments. However, none of this would
be possible without your enthusiastic involvement to each and every activity planned by our
association.

We would like to invite all the members who are in the Old Students Associations in London
to come join us down here in Canada for our Nanthavanam 2004 which will take place on July 10.

| wish you all the best for the continued success for all the years to come.
With all best regards.
M. Subramaniam
President

Union College Old Student's Association.
Canada Branch.

Thurairatnam Centenary Souvenir 2004




Union College Old Students Association - United Kingdom

406 - 408 Lewsham High Stee
Lewisham, London SE13 6L
Tel: 020 8690 3392
EELAM SHOP
399 Lewisham High Street, Lewisham, London SE13 6NZ
Tel: 020 8690 3392
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Message from the Colombo Branch

It is with great pleasure that | send this message to The Unions (OSA UK branch) on the
occasion of remembering the late Mr | P Thurairatnam's 100th Birthday. It is a well known fact that
during IPT's tenure of office which spanned over two and a half decades, he eamed enviable reputa-
tion for discipline and strong administration.

Our branch is in her fifth year of existence and has a membership of over 125. Within this

short period, we have been able to donate books for the prize-giving and provide financial assistance
to the College.

| should mention here that | have visited the college premises at Tellippali a few times and
have seen the enormous achievements by the Principal, Mr S Punniyaseelan and his staff. | am also
aware of the assistance rendered by the UK branch time and time again. On behalf of the Colombo
branch, may | take this opportunity to express our thanks to the UK branch for all their contribution to

the College. | hope that you will continue the communication with us and other branches in re-devel-
oping our College.

| hope you have a wonderful and successful programme on the 24th and | wish you all the
best towards all your efforts to our Alma Mater.

Mrs T Sagunthala rani

President - Colombo Branch
No 7 vivekananda avenue, Colombo -8, Sri lanka
Tel.: 2588026

e-mail : sagu20002001@yahoo.com

UNION LOLLEGE LLIPPALAI

Executive Committee
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aXess financial services
Independent Financial Advisers

Complete guide to your mortgage
www.axessifa.dircon.co.uk

N?;tgnge ‘$
Code Compliance Board
Registration ne : 5398035 o

Contact address: 892 Garratt Lane, Tooting, London SW17 ONB
Tel: 020 8772 7991 Fax: 020 8772 7992 e-mail: axesstooting@yahoo.com
Head office: 2 Grecian Crescent, Upper Norwood, London SE19 3HH

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR ANY
OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT.

Axess Financial services subscribes to Ihe code of morigage lending as stated by the MCCB. Alse
Authorised and Regulated by the Financial services Authotity (FSA for investment business.
FSA do not regulate mortgages.
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Memories of Mr I.P.Thurairatnam
By former Principal Mr Nadarajah

The first time | saw Mr | P Thurairatnam was at the Jaffna Central College grounds in
1947 when he was filming the Inter-CollegiateSports meet conducted by the Jaffna Schools
Spo‘rts Association (JSSA) of which he was the President at that time. One of his proudest
achievements was the creation of the JSSA of which he was the Founder Member and also
served as the Secretary from 1932 to 1935. My next association with him was during the

years 1958 to 1964 at the General meeting of the JSSA where his views and decisions were
accepted by all members.

_ The first time | had direct contact with him was in 1966 at Union College when the staff
organised a reception on the occasion of him being made the Justice of Peace. | was just
transferred to Union College and while | was being introduced to him, he remarked that he
had met me earlier at the JSSA meetings.

My close associations with Mr | P thurairatnam started in 1972 while | assumed duties
as Principal and lasted till 1978. | shared happy moments with him in 1972 and 1973 when
Union College won the JSSA 3rd XI championship and later when the 1st Xl| annexed the
championship with Jaffna Hindu College in 1978.

The old students who are organising ‘Malarum Moddukal’ must be grateful to Mr | P
Thurairatnam for providing all the facilities that an urban school had in rural surrounding. The
tennis court, basketball court, the science laboratories, audiovisual laboratory, movable plat-
form, library, hostel, a model primary school, a well maintained playing field with all equip-
ments and the flower garden are fitting memorials to his talents. Unfortunately the political
changes that took place in the country in 1960 made it impossible to maintain some of the
above facilities.

During the years 1972 to 1978 he began to visit the school frequently and attended all
the functions held in the school. He even volunteered to come to the school during school
hours to show films that he had taken about Union College activities in the past. he was also
actively associated with the discussions the Ministry of Education had with the Ministry of
Local Government in exchanging the land belonging to the school for a land adjoining the
ground to expand the playground.

Union College not only served the children of Tellippalai and the adfjoining villages but
students from far away places have also profitrf by Union College. This is evident from the
participants at the various functions organised by the Old Students. Union College can be
proud about its alumni and it would not be out of place to mention here that one of the former
Vice- Chancellor of the Jaffna University Campus is a distinguished Old Boy of Union College.

| have had the added satidfaction of having paid my last respects to Mr | P
Thurairatnam when he passed away in April 1985 by saying a few words during his visitation.

While concluding this message, | congraulate the Old Students Association in UK for
having organised ‘Malarum Moddukal’ for the dual purpose of commemorating the 100th Birth
Anniversary of Mr | P Thurairatnam and to raise funds for the re-development of Union

College
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Welcome Address
Dr V Ananthasayanan - The President of The Unions

Bharathanatyam
Priyadharshini

Kavadi
Shushaanth, Ashaanth, Ram & Janan

Someone Like you
Roxanne

Theekuruvi
Dhayalinie, Mayuri and Rathiga

Chief Guest's Speech
The Principal of Union College - Mr. S. Punniyaseelan
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Arun & Ashwin

Ahimsa Dance
Dhaylinie, Mayuri, Rathiga, Rupal & Sowmya

Thithikkuthe
Thenuka - Accompanied by Thanu, Thushi & friends

Dirrty

Roxanne

Traditional Chinese Dance
Erica Chan

Ithuthaana Ithuthaana
Shainthavi

Dhol Baje
Archana, Susha & Thanuja

Vote of Thanks
Mrs S. Thambipillai - Secretary of The Unions

May Mathathil
Thenuka

Grand Finale
All participants

Comperes: Aarani & Senthooran
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Prize Giving Day
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College Buildings

The New Principal's Office &
Classroom Block

Principal entertaining Visitor's in his new office
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Trip to Jatfna
By Our Junior Football Team - July 2003
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I P Thurairatnam's Retirement.............

When IPT retired after 29 years of dedicated service to Union College and Tellppalai, a

grand farewell was organised by the people of Tellippalai on 25 January 1964, under the
Chairmanship of Mudaliyar S K Appadurai. Some prominent people who were present at this function
were ;

Rt Rev S Kulendran, Senator S Nadesan, Mr A Vaithilingam Magistrate,

Pt.Pedro, Mr G C Niles, Additional District Judge, Jaffna,

Mr T T Jeyaratnam, Principal, Mahajana College,

Mr K Mutthvetpillai, Principal, Manipay Hindu College and

Mr C E Tharmalingam, Advocate.

The Moming Star gave the following account of the occasion on 31 January 1964. .. ... ..

"In Mr Thurairatnam's veledictory, he spoke of his 29 years in Tellippali, since the Mission
asked him to leave the staff of Jaffna College and became the first national Pricipal of one of it's
schools. He was 31 then; the day before this farewell, he was 60, "He spoke of pride in his students.
'l could always trust them.' He mentioned the joy he had in the fine spirits of his staff." WWhen Mr
Thurairatnam paid a special tribute to his mother and his wife, he was visibly moved. He announced
that, as a sign of his delight in the community he had built his new home at Tellppalai." He
expressed gratitude to others - Senator Nadesan, Bishop Kulendran, and to the Chairman, Mudaliyar
S K Appadurai, whom he had known since 1907, and who came out of the quiet seclusion of his
home very specially for this occasion.

At the end of his concluding vote of thanks, Mr E Sabaratnam reminded that when a Hindu
man reaches 60, he has a sort of second marriage: so out popped the garlands the Thurairatnams
put around each other's necks. Then appeared drummers and pipers, the crackers began to explode,
firework fountain sparkied upwards and over Thurairatnams heads were raised an omate arch. So
they merrily paraded away from the platform, followed by the laughing crowd.

One's remembrance retains a record of cumulative praise - for Mr Thurairatnam's vision of
the union of two schools, his dogged pursuit of money for new lands and buildings, his extra-ordinary
administrative ability, his ceaseless energy, his creativeness, his own prowess in sports and his
encouragement of his students' athletic skills, his identification with the Tellippalai community, his
integrity and discipline, his passion for gardening, his success in photography, ventures into
running the press and the carpentry shop. And none forgot Mrs Thurairatnam, her motherly interest in
the students, her hospitality, her aid."

.......................... excerpt from "| REMEMBER" being The Memoirs of .LP.T.
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Oaths

Mr V Sri Shunmuganathan
Mr S Sivadasan
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FAX: 020 8540 9773
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¢ Well established dental practice now accepting

¢ All aspects dentistry carried out on National

¢ Private cosmetic dental treatment

¢  Tamil speaking dentist available

Best Wishes From

Church Street
Dental Practice

new patients

Health by friendly dentists

25 Church Street
Edmonton
London N9 9DY

Tel: 020 8803 8828
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MR 1IP THURAIRATNAM
The Architect Of Union College

Mrs Rajaratnam (Sothi Teacher)

It is my great pleasure to contribute an article to Malarum Moddukkal about my most
respected Guru Mr I P.Thurairatnam, on the special occasion of his One Hundredth Birth
Anniversary. He was the architect of Union College, Tellippalai. 1 have known him from the
beginning of my education in the American Mission Bilingual School and later in the English School.
I'was present when the two schools were amalgamated under the name of Union High School and
then changed into Union College. Till I left Tellippalai, a beautiful arch remained over the gate of
Union College. It was the arch that was held over the Thurairatnams' heads during their
ceremonious farewell, The name of the school Union College and the year of its beginning 1816 were
putinit. On reading the arch one would realize the growth and changes it would have gone

through the many years. Likewise Mr Thurairatnam also grew up to be the Architect of Union
College.

You will be interested to know that Mr I P Thurairatnam started his schooling in the same
place at Tellipppalai. As a little boy of five, with a slate in one hand and an umbrella in the other, he
was standing outside the gate crying, because it was not open. Somebody opened it for him. There
is also another incident. Once he made a bold approach to a gram seller and asked for a cent worth
of grams, introducing himself as the son of Mr Ponniah the clerk of Dixon Ayiar. He promised to
return the money the next day.

I was in the Sandar's Assembly Hall when Mr Thurairatnam and Mr Ward walked in.
Teachers there thought that the new person might be the in-coming principal. Then I noted him
from top to toe. He was dressed neatly in white Kadhar Nationals with a printed shawl folded and
pressed beautifully. I wished that he should be the principal of Union College. And my wish
materialised!

In 1934, Mr Thurairatnam was in-charge of the Bilingual School, ACM Depot, and the
Industrial School. It was his plan to amalgamate the two schools to solve the problem of expansion
of space for the play grounds more buildings and other needs. Any capable person has rivals on his
way to success. There were rivals for IPT amongst the Missionary Schools and the English School,
the former fearing their own reputation and latter commitment to the Government Treasury. But,
Mr Thurairatnam, in the language of poet H W Longfellow acted, "Heart within and God o'erhead!",
overcame his rivals with the influence of his friends in the University and Ministers of different
important departments. Mr I P Thurairatnam had the merits for a personality fit enough for any
prestigious and responsible position. As a man of vision he was energetic and persevering and never
wavered in his actions. His leadership and administrative abilities stood him in good stead. Much
more can be said about him as he stepped into his praiseworthy position as Principal of Union
College.

With his entire scheme for the collection of funds he called up his staff to get them involved
in his idea. It was an uphill task and not easy as a song. He expected resources first from inside the
school. Once, as he shared his ideas with his staff, an old boy and Art teacher of the school Mr S
Kandiah stepped forward to stage the drama "Ramah's Exile" to help in the project. Much of spade
works and time had to be put in to make it a success. The local performance of it was wonderful.
With this encouragement, two recitals were staged in Colombo, sponsored by the Principal's friends
Sr.Waithilingam Duraisamy and Mr Ratnajothy Saravanamuthu. Their results were splendid and
provided him with enough funds to proceed with the building project. In order to raise funds for the
building of the school he set about funds raising campaigns in Ceylon and in Malaysia in 1941. His
friends also helped him.
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The Architect Of Union College...........coeeervrereucrereersusseersesssesssesensanes

Mr I P Thurairatnam was an ideal administrator of a school, and he knew very well how to
set about his ambition. In the school's annual program he started the Student Christian Movement,
organized a Scout Troop, three Houses with the names of the Missionaries Smith, Dixon and Ward
for various contests to train up students in the many activities of the school, and also organized the
Old Boys Association. The high light of the school's activities was the Founders Day and Prize
Giving. Parents and well wishers eagerly looked forward to this event to meet and hear the
illustrious chief guests whom our Principal had met and known during his journeys out in the
world. A National distinguished chief guest was Mr C Sunderalingam, Principal and Vice
Chancellor of the University College, and later a Member of Parliament of Vavuniya. He resigned
his position as Professor of Mathematic in the University. Another world figure and Chief Guest
was Dr Howard Somervell, who joined the first Mount Everest Expedition in 1922, It was the
Principal's ardent desire to bring to the student's knowledge and ambition the influence of such
eminent people.

What Mr I P Thurairatnam felt for his students in bringing to the students the influence of
such eminent guests, I feel the same of him. Example is better than precept. If he were to live today
I make bold to say that he is equal to any of the guests he had invited.

Last but not least, Mrs Thurairatnam, popularly known as Rose Acca, deserves to be men-
tioned here. It is an accepted fact that she played big role behind our Principal in contributing her
share to make him fit to earn the name and fame of 'The Founder of Union College'. Once I over
heard Mr Thurairatnam himself say that when a pole-vaulter raises his heart to the bar his whole
body follows. The same thing Rose Acca herself did; it was she who gave him all the enthusiasm
at several occasions to raise his heart when incidents in school and outside discouraged him. She
used to visit the homes of the members of his staff, the sick and the sorrowful, the poor and hungry
children. He was a friend of everybody and her hearty laughter made glad all who heard it. She
was hospitable and beautiful. Such a glorious wife was the one behind the screen helping Mr I
Thurairatnam perform so well.

Mr Thurairatham retired after twenty-nine years of meritorious service and built his own
house 'Rose Ville' close to Union College. I suppose he did so in order to breathe the sweet air of
Union College. Finally, the Old Boys Association and the parents accorded him a grand farewell
on the 25th January 1964. Many distinguished people spoke highly of Mr Thurairatnam's praise-
worthy service. After he left new House aptly named ‘Thurairatnam House’ was created in his
memory. This was an addition to three existing ones.

The most important contribution one can make to humanity is an exemplary life of service
and devotion, Having studied about late Mr IPT and how much he had laboured for the building
up of Union College and even the church, one would admit his admirable heritage of which ,not
only the Unionites but also the friends, well-wishers and public at large will be proud of. It is there-
fore incumbent on all of us to uphold the prestige of Union College and contribute our mite
towards the rebuilding of our Alma Mater.

“Lives of grate men all remind us
We can make our lives sublime,
And departing leave behind us

Foot prints in the sands of time. “
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Down Memory Lane..................

Years have rolled on and we have grown wiser with age and experience! One cannot help
reminiscing the past especially the school days! Oh, how happy and innocent we were! School is for
education, for nurturing good habits and manners, which are the foundation for our future, Those
days, when one enters a school, it is until he /she leaves the school either for employment or
University. Therefore the school becomes more or less part of the family!! Union College was the
place where we all had memorable times. Teachers were young and old, students were from far and
near. We had great respect for our Principal and teachers, but that did not stop us making fun of
them either! As we mark the 100th birth anniversary of Mr I P Thuirairatnam, the first principal of
our Alma Mater, we share some of the unforgettable times we had at Union the These are some of
the unforgettable ones

Our Tamil teacher, Mr Nadarajah who was fondly referred to by everyone as 'Pundithar'. He
usually taught Tamil or Hinduism and it would always be either the first lesson after lunch or the
last lesson for the day. We would always pre-plan the pranks/mischief we would try long before
his lessons start. During the lesson, some of us will play the pranks and the rest would join in the
laughter, which would make Pundithar quite cross, and all he would say was 'Get out'. We would
gladly go out of the class and stand on the corridor. As soon as Pundithar sees our Principal, Mr IPT
walking towards the corridor, he would quickly come out of the classroom to where we stood and
shout again 'Get Out' pointing to the class, to make us to go back inside before IPT reaches our class.
Needless to say, that only when Pundithar was supervising our class, we would want to revise our
English, just so that we could take the mickey out of Pundithar.

One cannot forget Mr Somasundaram, an English and Sanskrit teacher. He was short and
stout and came across as a serious person. He would not punish girls - only report them to the
teacher in charge of discipline for girls. Of course that did not suit us at all! We nicknamed him
"Kattai Somar' and we would pre-plan that the girls would be play the pranks and he would
immediately get a piece of paper and write his complaint naming the girls to be punished. The note
was then sent to Mrs Rajaratnam - teacher for disciplining girls - the messenger being one of the
male classmates who would conveniently forget what he was sent out for and return to class after
"Kattai Somar' had left the class, having deposited the note in tiny pieces in the litter bin, leaving us
all quite happy and elated for having avoided being punished! One of his famous saying was

" In IPT's garden there are Pink Rose,
In Africa there are Negroes and
In this class there are Back Rows"

He used to drive to the school in his black Morris Minor and quite often he could not start
the car as he found potato stuffed into the exhaust. No prizes for guessing who was behind it all!
What thrill!!

How can one forget Mr Sundaram, an old Chemistry teacher who dictated chemistry notes
from an old student of the 60s and awarded part of the marks for chemistry for the neatness of the
notes. His attire would be white baggy trousers and full-sleeved shirt. His nickname was 'Pavaddai
Sundaram'. We had so much fun that the Tamil song 'Pavaddai Thavanyil Partha Uruvama' almost
became the college anthem! Was he livid when he realised that we had asked for a younger
Chemistry teacher to take his place!!

Then came the younger generation of teachers - Mr Maheswaran, Mr Thambipillai, Mr
Saravanabavan, Mr Balasubramaniam, Mr Thanabalasingam, Kulathungam and many others. Mr
Maheswaran was a softie - butter would not melt in his mouth. That was enough for us to make his
life ‘interesting’ at Union. Sometimes he had the added expense of treating us all in the school
canteen. Would he have survived long in the teaching profession? We did not think so! Needless to
say he changed his profession and became an accountant later, now enjoying his retirement 'Down
Under".
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Oh, 'Mr Thambipillai' was a different ball game altogether! Reason - he would not speak
Tamil in the school. Everyone kept away from him except those who were in the boarding, for he
used to be the 'Boarding Master'. Nevertheless, we would still made fun of him - imitating his
manner of speaking and would you believe we never got caught!

Mr Saravanabavan taught Botany and was nick named 'Botany Master', He was friendly
most of the time! Once we were making fun of some of his work and oh boy, did he get cross! He
sent us to 'Coventry' for a period of time. - No chitchat in class - just straight serious teaching,
Anyone falls out of line was suspended from class. Impositions were various botanical drawings! He
could not carry on like that forever and we would not apologise. We got back to normal with
difficulty!! As far as we know, he is the only one still in the teaching profession!!

Mr Balasubramaniam was an old student of Union College and when he became a teacher,
he was in charge of Zoology and took pride in his Zoology laboratory. Once while doing a drawing,
those of us who were not too good in drawing had exchanged the drawing books with other fellow
classmates and he went round the class making corrections and we could not suppress our laughter!
Wow, punishment time - we had to do the work all over again and some of us were sent out of the
class!! Outside the class he was very friendly!

Another old student of the College, Mr Thanabalasingam was the Physical Training
Instructor (PTI) at Union. He was named 'Thanathar' and he would always have a smile on his, face
but one would not want to know him when he got cross! One of the things we delighted in doing
was to make holes on the roof of the class so that when it rains, there will be no classes as the water
would leak through the holes we had made. Using this as an excuse, we were asked to occupy
another class temporarily. After two days 'Thanathar' came and begged us to return to our original
class, as it was impossible to stop us being mischievous!

Mr Kulathungam came to union College from Zahira College and decided to return there
after a short spell at Union. We always wondered why and reached the conclusion we were too
'good' to handle!

Our memories of at Union would not be complete without mentioning Mr Shunmuganathan
- our Librarian, who always liked to be in the forefront of everything! Once, when our Football team
was treated with a trip around Ceylon for winning the JSSA Football Championship, he
accompanied them on the trip. While in Colombo, the team was visiting 'Radio Ceylon' and of course
they used the bus for transport. He told everyone Lo board the bus and that he would pay the fare -
only problem was the language for he did not know Singhalese very well. So when the bus conduc-
tor asked him in Singhalese where they were going he promptly answered back in Singhalese "how
much is a pound?'

We could go on and on but then you will get bored. Therefore we end with something about
IPT

IPT walking along the corridors immaculately dressed in white national with a care
fully pleated shawl is a memory that anyone who had passed through the portals of
Union College will remember. As you entered the college, his carefully tendered garden
greets you! Like the famous Tamil saying 'Yaanay Varum Pinnay, Mani Ossai Kertkum
Munnay', IPT 's unique cough is the bell before the arrival and that was enough to make
both the teacher and class children sit up and at least pretend to be working hard at our
lesson! Anyone who has had the fortune to be taught by IPT would remember till today
never to refer to the answers at the back of the book, for if caught referring to the answers
meant loosing all the answer pages from the book. There was just one way you could get
away from being caught out by IPT and that is, to be in the College Sports team for then
he would always say 'if I punish you now, you will take it out on the school by not play-
ing well at the matches. I want you to give your best for the school team. Therefore, I will
let you off!' How some of our classmates who did not have the opportunity to be in the
school teams envied those of us who were!!
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We end this small recollection with the assurance that this was all part of the fun of being in
a closely knit school and class but every student had the utmost respect and love for the Principal
and Staff. Some of our staff has gone beyond and others are enjoying their retirement. We say thank
you to all for making us all what we are today, We are proud to be Old Students of Union College
and may it continue to serve Tellippali and the surrounding villages for a long time to come!
"Long Live Union College'

.................................... A group of 'Model' students

An original building, Sanders Hall, built in 1816. Completely destroyed during the civil disturbance
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College Hymn

Ocean waves thy praises render
Palmy fronds proclaim thy name
Star-lit nights and sun-shine splendour
Sing to Thee in glad acclaim.

We in ‘Union’ join their chorus
Resonant with gratitude;

With our fathers gone before us
Bearing witness - God is good.

This our dear land’s ancient story
Now aligned to Jesu’s rule;
Pointing heavenward, gains new glory
Saints and angels guide our school,
Bless us Father: lead us Saviour
Breath upon us, Holy Ghost;

Life and worship and behaviour
Pattern on Thy Heavenly Host.

On the rock of ages founded
Nought can e’er our peace destroy
By celestial grace surrounded
March we forth in strength and joy.
In the Cross - yea in its merit
We shall tread the narrow way
Father, Son and Holy Spirit
Triune God, our strength and stay.
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The Executive Committee of The Unions wishes to express
their sincere thanks and appreciation to :-

The Principal of Union College, Tellippalai, Mr S Punniyaseelan for
accepting our invitation to be our Chief Guest

Mr K Anathanadesan for their untiring efforts in the production of
this evening's performance

Miss Susha Sriskandarajah for co-ordinating this eveing's
programme

All our talented performers for an excellent evening
Past Principals and students for their articles about IPT
Our Tellippalai, Colombo and Canada branches for their support

The Principal, Staff and students of Union College, Tellippalai for
their contributions to this brochure

The Beck theatre, their staff & technicians for their help
Advertisers in this brochure

Setline Printers

Uthaya Video for their coverage

Our members for their donations of refreshments

You all for your presence and support this evening!

24th April 2004
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