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Fresh © Best...

Speciaﬁst Sri Lankan ©
South Indian Cuisine

Special Restaurant

in London

700 Uxbridge Road Hayes UB4 ORX
info@krishnarestaurantlondan.co.uk
www.krishnarestaurantlondon.co.uk
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BUCKINGHAM PALACE

23rd January, 2017.

Q,(ZM' (br : %wodunwm‘lf)\m)

I have been asked to thank you and Mr. Sivasri R. Kamalanatha
Kurukkal for your kind letter to The Queen on behalf of the Hindu Tamil
Cultural Association on the occasion of the Consecration Ceremony to

mark the opening of your new temple, the Nagapooshani Ambaal Temple
in Enfield, which is being held between 1st and 4th June.

Her Majesty appreciated your thoughtfulness in writing as you did
and, in return, has asked me to send her warm good wishes to all concerned

for a most successful event.
' J

Christopher Sandamas
Chief Clerk to The Queen

Dr. K. Sivasinmyananthan.
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I would like to congratulate the Hindu Tamil Cultural Association of Enfield on the auspicious occasion of the
grand opening of the Nagapooshani Ambaal Temple. I would like to thank your community for enriching our
city with this new Temple for all of London’s communities to enjoy. And thank you for all the outstanding work
you do in serving the poor at home and abroad, for your work with local schools and youth centres and for the
work you do in bringing communities together.

This temple will rightly become part of the fabric of this city and serve future generations in the years to come.
Best wishes

Sadiq Khan,
Mayor of London
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First Tami Jewellery shop in UK
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E London Assembly Member for Enfield and Haringey

Message from
Joanne McCartney,
Assembly Member
for Enfield &
Haringey and
Deputy Mayor of
London

Dear Friend,

| am delighted that the Enfield Nagapooshani Ambaal Temple has been
officially opened. On my previous visits | have always appreciated the warm
welcome and | have been impressed by the good work that the Tamil
community does locally.

The Temple will be the focal point for the Hindu Tamil community in Enfield
and beyond. The Hindu community plays a key role in Enfield and the new
temple will be a great asset not only to Hindus, but to Enfield as a whole.

The Temple will also be a beacon for the wider community and | have no
doubt you will continue to make a positive impact in reaching out to other
residents of all faiths and cultures.

This is another great example that shows London is a diverse and open city.
Today we celebrate that diversity.

Yours sincerely,

S

Joanne McCartney AM
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/) Ann Cable MBE DL

Representative Deputy Lieutenant for the London Borough of Enfield

30 March 2017

To The Trustees of the Nagapooshani Ambaal Temple - Enfield,

| send my warmest greetings and congratulations upon completion of such a
wonderful building.

Built with so much dedication, love and commitment, the hard work and tremendous
generosity of individuals and the community shines through.

May the Nagapooshani Ambaal Temple - Enfield, always be an oasis of peace,
harmony and inspiration that nurtures and enriches the spirit of all who enter.

A Codte .

Ann Cable MBE DL
Deputy Lieutenant of Greater London
Representative Deputy Lieutenant for the London Borough of Enfield
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KATE OSAMOR MP

HOUSE OF COMMONS
LONDON SW1A 0AA

Enfield Nagapooshani Ambaal Temple
61-65 Church Lane

Edmonton

London

Nag 9PZ

12 April 2017

Dear Mr Shanmuganathan
Please find my message of support for the Nagapooshani Ambaal Temple below:

I am delighted to see the new Nagapooshani Ambaal Temple opening its doors in

Edmonton.
L]

The Hindu Tamil Cultural Association (HTCA) has made a tremendous contribution to the
area and has created a welcoming and supportive environment for the Sri Lankan Tamil
Diaspora.

The HTCA offers Tamils, as well as those in the wider community, the opportunity to come
together and share their life experiences in a safe space that promotes key principals of
equality and fairness.

At a time of ever inereasing racial and cultural tension, I hope that the opening of this

temple will help further strengthen Edmonton's varied, rich and diverse population.

Yours sincerely

Kate Oson\ o~ '

KATE OSAMOR MP (Edmonton)

37 Market Square, Edmonton Green Shopping Centre, London, N 0TZ
Conslituency Office: 0208 803 0574 Parliament Office: 0207 219 6602

www. kateosamor.co.uk kate.osamor.mp@parliament.uk Twilter: @KateOsamor
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111 g Rt. Hon Joan Ryan MP
House of Commons

London

SW1A OAA

Tel: 0207 219 2442

Email: joan.ryan.mp@parliament.uk

31 January 2017

Trustees

Enfield Nagapooshani Ambaal Temple
61-65 Church Lane

Edmonton

London

N9 9PZ

Vanakkam!

Message: Consecration ceremony of the Nagapooshani Ambaal Temple

| send my congratulations and warmest wishes to the trustees, officers and members of the Hindu
Tamil Cultural Association (HTCA) as you take part in the ‘Maha Kumpapishekam’ for the new
Nagapooshani Ambaal Temple.

| know that it has taken a lot of time, effort and energy to reach this stage, but the perseverance,
hard work and commitment you have shown to this important project exemplifies so many gualities
of the Tamil community here in Enfield.

The HTCA does fantastic work; providing a place of worship and acting as a community hub, and
supporting a number of charitable initiatives in Enfield and Sri Lanka.

The completion of the new temple will only help your organisation to go from strength to strength
over the years ahead.

| am proud of my long association with the HTCA and the Tamil community as a whole and | look
forward both to continuing our work together and to visiting you all at the temple.

My best wishes to you all, once again.

Nandri.

Rt. Hon Joan Ryan MP
Member of Parliament for Enfield North

www.joanryan.org.uk




Restaurant =

» Open 7days a week

» Live Music on Every Fridays

> Live Sports in Big Screen

» New Menu with Appam, Kulal Puttu and
Traditional Dishes

> Free Home Delivery upto 3 miles

.| Catering

& » Catering for Arangetrams, Birthday Parties,
Wedding, Wedding Reception, and
all other functions.

» On site Catering available on request

B Event management

| » Excellent Management of your functions

| » Different varities of food (Sri Lankan,

' South Indian/North Indian and Chinese)

| » Varities of service ( Table service, Buffet style,
Banana Leaf service etc)

» Decoration & DJ

1:3020:88058994471020188051821'58M 1079321059553

E-mail: info@chennaispice.com, www.chennaispice.com




ENFIELD ENFIELD

Connected Council

Hindu Tamil Cultural Association
61-65 Church Lane

Edmonton

N9 9PZ

20 February 2017

Dear Trustees

| know that a great deal of attention has been given to the new Temple design,
structure and construction.

It has taken many years in planning and development and as | understand it
will have its own unique features. | am sure that for all who worship at the
Temple it will be inspirational and a testament to all the dedication and hard
work that has gone into its construction.

Doug Taylor
Leader of the Council

Doug Taylor

Leader of the Council Phone: 020 8379 4116

Enfield Council Email: clir.doug.taylor@enfield.gov.uk
Civic Centre, Silver Street Website: www.enfield.gov.uk

Enfield EN1 3XA
® If you need this document in another language or format contact us using the details above.
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HINDU TAMIL CULTURAL ASSOCIATION (ENFIELD) TRUSTEES
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MR. A. KANTHARUBAN

MR. P. KAILAYAPATHIVAGAN

MR. M ARUMUGAM

MR. S.R. PASUPATHY

MR. K. MATHISOODY

MR.T. MANMATHARAJAH

DR. K. SIVASINMYANANTHAN

MR. S. SIVACHANDRAN

MR. N. SHANMUGANATHAN



TEMPLE PRIESTS

Mathusuthan Sarma Kabilan Sarma Thiviasankar Sarma Srinivaasa Sarma Suvanthira Sarma
Ganeshan Kurukkal Kamalanatha Kurukkal Sivashanmuga Kurukkal
(Chief Priest)

TEMPLE STAFFS

Mr. S Ratnajothy Mr. R. Sangaran Mrs. K. Krishnakala Mrs. M. Gayathiri Mr. V. I. Sivagunam



Organisation Chart

Hindu Tamil Cultural Association (Enfield)

OH&S Policy /Resources/Project Profile/ Progress Management

Chairman of the Board of Trustees
Mr. Murugesu Arumugam
Temple Construction Wing
Managing Director

Mr. Ponniah Kailayapathivagan

CHIEF PREIST HEALTH AND SAFETY CONSULTANT
Sivasri, Kamalanatha kkurukkal S HEALTH AND SAFETY DIRECTOR k Mr. N Sivanathan
SPRITUAL COORDINATOR & PRINCIPAL DESIGNER SRRl
T o (T T B eyt Dr K. Sivasinmyananthan
Bhramasri. Thiviasankar Sarma
Mr M. Arumugam
STRUCTURAL SCULPTURE
Mr. B. Arivumani OPERATIONS DIRECTOR FINANCIAL SUPPORTERS
PUBLIC RELATIONS/ LIAISONS MANAGER Nir T Manmithaaial Hi‘;"é’:esk
Mr N Shanmuganathan : o5
Mr. S Sivachandran PROJECT MANAGER Private Lenders
DESIGN TEAM Mr. K. Mathisoody
PLANNING CONSULTANT
Mr. R. Pidgen FINANCE DIRECTOR INITIAL SETTING OUT ENGINEERS
PRINCIPLE DESIGNER
Mr A Kantharuban Mr. S Prakash
Mr. M. Arumugam Mr. R Tharmathas
Mr A Amarnath (ARCHITECT) Mr. K. Mathisoody I< Mr. Suthakaran
Mr E. Angelo ( ENGINEER) Mr. T Arunvadivel
Mr.K. Ragunathy (M&E) Mr. S.R. Pasupathy (Auditor) Wi st
Mrs. G Muthuraaman (INTERIOR ARCHITECT)
== i HUMAN RESOURCES
Dr K. Sivasi
EROQIECT OFFICE MANAGERS i i HINDU TAMIL CULTURAL ASSOCIATION (ENFIELD)
Mr K Mathisoody TRUSTEES
Mrs. G Muthuraaman Mr. M. Arumugam
Mr P Kabilan Sarma SITE MANAGEMENT TEAM Dr. K. Sivasinmyananthan
LA Mr K Mathisoody M. K. Mathisoody
i Mr. J. Ahilan, Mr. U Vi
Mr P Kabilan Sarma f et . oA Mlynscn Mr. P. Kailayapathivagan
Mr. T Vijayathas g
Mr. Rajendar Singh Virdee Mr. A. Kantharuban
Mr. ) Bharanee Mr. T Manmatharajah
Mrs. G, Muthusaamian Mr. N. Shanmuganathan
Mr. Pratheeban
Mr. S. Sivachandran
T : Mr. S. R. Pasupathy
STONE MASON / SUPERVISOR

Mr. A. Chidambaram
SPECIALIST OPERATIVES
Mr lon Jordan

SUB-CONTRACTORS
Jena Builders
Baba Stones

Sivas Constructions

Jcoffey
Handy Craftman
Longtech
S B Movies, S Kannan, Kay Windows




Mr. Amarnath Mr. Ragunathy Mr. Eangelo Mr. Arumugam Mr. Sivanathan Mrs. M. Gayathiri

BEST MARKET PRODUCTS

——

EDMONTON BALAJI

best market products ever in the UK
219-221 Hertford Road, EDMONTON, London, N9 7ER

AL R PR R ETISAVE MONEY & SAVE TIME
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“SIVACHARYA SIROMANI”
_ SIVA SATCHITHANANDA KURUKKAL
23, Turner Road, Edgware, Middlesex, HA8-6AT 0208-952-9692 Moabile : 07956-312908
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Silk House & Jewels 3

Specialist in Weddiag Bridal Collections and Singapore Gold Jewellery & '
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285, High Street North, Mance Park, Eastham, Lbondon E12 6Sk
' () o208 4Tl 5742



By Serving the devotees we
serve God

LAKSHMI NARAYANA TRUST

London Sri Mahalakshmi Temple
Charity Reg. No: 292677
241 High Street North, Manor Park, London E12 6SJ
Tel: 020 8552 5082 Fax: 020 8552 5315
Web: www.srimahalakshmitemple.net
e.mail : info@srimahalakshmitemple.net

Patrons
Sri P.R. Ramasubrahmaneya Rajha
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Mr. M. Sudarsanan

19/04/2017

T,
Board of Trustees of Enfield Nagapoosani Ambaal, Priests and Devotees,

We are delighted to see Nagapoosani Ambaal new temple
Mahakumbhabhishekam on 04 of June 2017. On behalf of the Trustees,
Priests and devotees we congratulate you on this great celeberation for
Ambaal. We have been witnessing the progress of the temple within last 15
years to become a landmark temple in North London and serving Hindu
community with pride.

We are very pleased to hear that your extended services to the home country
where vulnerable children get financial and moral support organised by
HTCA. Your services to advance the Hindu religion, Tamil Language, culture
and art in London is much appreciated.

On this auspicious occasion, with the blessings of Sri Lakshmi Narayanar we
wish to proffer our warm humble wishes for the successful completion of
Mahakumbhabhishekam to Enfield Nagapoosani Ambaal with Sri Sivan, Lord
Maha Vishnu, Sri Maha Ganapathy and Sri Murugan and other sub deities.

We pray the goddess Nagapoosani Ambaal to shower her blessings to
cveryone and everything in the whole universe.

For and on behalf of

Lakshmi Narayana Trust

Karthigesu Sivarupan
General Secretary
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Whether your event is small or large, our |8 vears of expenience and reputation i
the catenng profession guarantee a ligh quality service. We approach every new
progect with the same kevel of enthusiasm and professsonalism.
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Tel : +{0) 20 8799 7180,

www. rubyscatering.co.uk, mail@rubyscatering.co.uk
Unit 4, Walmgate Road, Perivale, Widdlesex, UBE TLH
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~* HARI CHILDREN'S HOME

Regd No : NEP/PCC/CH/115

\

New Kalmunai Road,
Kallady, Batticaloa.
Sri Lanka.

Tel : 065 2229653, 0779028697
E-mail:hch.batti@gmail.com

“ May the Saivist Virtues Shine All over the World !”
Dear Devotees, Well-wishers and Children of Great Mother Nagapooshani Ambaal,

MAHA KUMBABISHEKAM — 2017

It makes us feel great to hear from the respected Trustees of the Hindu Tamil Cultural
Association (HTCA) that the Enfield Nagapooshani Ampaal Temple works have been
completed successfully and the Consecration Ceremony (Maha Kumbabishekam) is to take
place from 1%t — 4" of June 2017.

With the kind grace of our Mother Goddess Enfield Nagapooshani Ambaal, the Hindu Tamil
Cultural Association of Enfield have been able to transform many a scores of young orphans
from utter deprivation to prosperity, education, health and social upliftment within a few
years of their life here at Hari Children Home at Kallady in Sri Lanka. Now there are 55
dependents and some of them have risen to attending University studies in the Engineering
Faculty and all other Faculties due to the unstinted meritorious financial support to care for
her children for their well-being and development as dignified Hindu Tamil children. May
her grace spread far and wide for ever and ever from her new abode after the consecration
to embrace Tamil children to further growth and success.

Our children at this Home and the management are proud and faithful in wishing the Board |
of Trustees, and all the attendees and well-wishers to have a very successful event in their
lives and the history of Tamil Hindu cultural renaissance and dwell in the enjoyment of the
meritorious deed for generations and generations to come in the future under the
compassionate grace of Sri Nagapooshani Ambaal.

Om That Sath.

}fi’& wy

S. CHANDRAKUMAR, JP
Founder & President

|Saving Account No : 2723731 Bank of Ceylon , Batticaloa. |
CONTACT : MR. S. CHANDRAKUMAR, JP. PRESIDENT, PHONE : 065 - 2225576
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VIVEKANANDA GIRLS' HOME
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Valaichchenai.
P P /| W .,
alGaisTaThsT IDS6|T @svevlD

; QT eI FCFement.
E-mail:vgh.val@gmail.com Regd No: Ratnam Road,
Tel : 065 - 7200907 e e NEP/PCC/CH/121 Valaichchenai.

“ May the Saivist Virtues Shine All over the World 1”
Dear Devotees, Well-wishers and Children of Great Mother Nagapooshani Ambaal,

MAHA KUMBABISHEKAM - 2017

It makes us feel great to hear from the respected Trustees of the Hindu Tamil Cultural
Association (HTCA) that the Enfield Nagapooshani Ampaal Temple is holding the Great
Consecration Ceremony (Maha Kumbabishekam) from 1 — 4" of June 2017.

Mother Goddess Enfield Nagapooshani Ambaal, blessing us through the Hindu Tamil
Cultural Association of Enfield to enable them to transform the lives of young orphan girls
from utter deprivation to prosperity, education, health and social upliftment at the
Vivekananda Girls Home of Valaichenai. Now there are 39 girls receiving the unstinted
meritorious financial support on behalf of Sri Nagapooshani Ambaal for their well-being and
development as dignified Hindu Tamil children. May her grace spread far and wide for ever
and ever from her new abode after the consecration to embrace Tamil children to further
growth and success.

Our children at this Home and the management are proud and faithful in wishing the Board
of Trustees, and all the attendees and well-wishers to have a very successful event in their
lives and the history of Tamil Hindu cultural renaissance and dwell in the enjoyment of the
meritorious deed for generations and generations to come in the future under the
compassionate grace of Sri Nagapooshani Ambaal.

Om That Sath.

L &~

S. CHANDRAKUMAR, JP
President

CURRENT ACCOUNT NO : 102-1-001-6-0000339 PEOPLE’S BANK, VALAICHCHENAI.

Mr.S.Chankdrakumar . JP Mrs.N. Tharshana Mr. R. Patkunanathan
President/ 0779028697 Secretary Treasrurer / 0779774274
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Mailing Address: Thanniyootu, Mulliyawalai, Sri Lanka.



Reg. No- NP/24/2/1/cH/13-Department of Probation & Child Care Services, Northern Province (01.09.2009

Address: leyanthinagar, Kilinochchi, Sri Lanka

Sivamayam

MAHADEVA SWAMIGAL CHILDREN HOME

Reg. No: HA/04/KL/16-Department of Hindu Religious & Cultural Affairs (05.05.2008)
Bank A/C No: 9991351 Bank of Ceylon, Kilinochchi

Contact No-021-4923118, 077-0604950 Fax No: 0212283385

E-Mail Address-mahadevaswamikalchildrenhome@gmail.com

Face book Address: http:// www.facebook.com/Mahadeva Suwamigal Children Home

)

Website: http:// www.mahadevahome.org,

http://www.mahadevachildrenhome.com
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Patrons

Ven. Kaneshanantha Mahadeva Swamigal
(Chief Priest- Mahadeva Achramam-
Jeyanthinagar)

Mr. 8. K. Sittampalam

(Former Professor- University of Jaffna)
Mr.S.Srinivasan

(Additional Governument Agent, Kachehers, Kilinochehi)
Mrs.P. Jeyarani

( Divisional Secretary, Pachchileippalli)

Mr. Gobalapillai Nageswaran

{Divisional Secretary, Karachchi. Kilinochehi)
Senior Consultants

Dr. P. Kandasamy

(Farmer Deputy Director, Ministry of Agriculbure
& Land)

Mr.K.V.Panchalingathurat
Representative -UK

Agriculture Consultant

Mr.8. Thurairasa

(Retived Agricultural officer, Department of
Agriculture)

Hon, President
Mr.T.Rasanayagam

(Former Gout. Agent, Kachcheri, Kilinochchi)
Former Deputy Chief Secretary —
Northern Province

Senior Vice Presidents

Mr.8 Mohanabavan

(Director, Planning, Kuchcheri, Kilinochehi)
Mr.S. Selvaradnam

{(Retired TO, Puranthan Chemical Corparution)

Vice Presidents
Mr.A.Kanagaratnam,
(Retired Principaf)

Mr.S Yasotharan,

(Sivaguru Hurdwuare, Kilinochchi)
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14.05.2017
Chairman & Trustees
Enfield Nagapooshani Ambaal Temple
United Kingdom

Dear Sir/Madam
Congratulatory Message

| take this opportunity to thank the trustees of HTCA of London to
have the privilege for me to write a message at the eve of the
“Kumbabishekam” (Kudamulukku) festival of the Enfield
Nagapooshani Ambaal Temple.

It is @ common rule in all the Saiva Temples to celebrate the
“Maha Kumbabisheka” (Kudamulukku) Festival once in 12 years
if the temple has a suitable deity.

This temple had a very essential inception for its causes as the
refugees from Sri Lanka who had come through manmade
disasters. In the year 2002 the Hindu community around
Edmonton hired a hall in Victoria Road, Edmonton to put-up the
temple.

In the years 2003 because of the popularity and social activities
they were blessed with a Building in Edmonton. The trustees were
able to purchase it.

During the rapid growth of the temple, people were attracted by
the power generated by the deity and the activities of the
organization HTCA. There were expertise intellectuals in the
project team for the construction of the new temple with granites
which is commonly very popular in ancient time.

The project commenced on 22" June 2014 with an enlightening
Conch Laying Ceremony followed by “Balasthapanam” , shifting
the deity temporarily into a small temple and continuing new
temple in traditional way reflecting our cultural & religious values.
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Mr.S. Selvaradnam
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Vice Presidents

Mr. A Kanagaratnam,
{Retired Principal)

Mr.8. Yasotharan,

(Sivegury Hardware, Kilinochchi)

General Secretary

Mr.Pon. Nithiyanandam B.A, (J.F)
{Former Specinl Commissioner, Karachehi)
Assistant General Seeretary
Myr.K.Vignarajah,

Principal Hindu College, D=7, Uruthirapuram,
Kilinochehi)

Treasurer

Mr.S. Pathmasiri

(Rural Development Officer, Kilinochehi)
Executive Committee Members
Mr. 8. Tharmaratnam

{Retired Asst, Director of Education)
My, K. Vairamuthu

(Retired Deputy Divector of Education)
Mr. 5. Sivaneshan

((Frama Servaka Officer)

M. S. Premkumar

(Development Officer, Kucheherd)

Miss. R. Parasakthi

(Managemeni Assistant, DS Office)
Mr.S.Raththinasingam

(Retived Officer Paranthan Chemical
Corporation

Mr. B Sathananthan

Mrs. 8. Jenarththanan

(Assistant Divector of Planning)

Myr. M.Navaratanam

General Merchant, Mudonkevil
Mr.S.Sinnathamby

(Retired Gramea Sevaka Officer)
Mr.A.Nagendram

{Retired Project Divector)

Mr. V. Thayaparasivam

(Ktd, Engineer, Kuchcher?, Kilinochehi

We are very proud and thankful to hear that the
“Kumbabishekam” (Kudamulukku) will take place on 4™ June
2017. We pray for new temple will give prosperity of people
and increase the social activities. Temple is not only popular
praying place of the people and this temple very popular by
serving affected humanity in big way. This is different from
other temple. Ambaal bless all the affected people & release
them from suffering.

| highly commend the committee members & lya especially Dr.
Sivasinmyananthan for the untiring effort to construct the
temple. Ambaal bless you and all devotees.

Nagapoosani Ambaal Temple has provided various services to
our 426 affected children continually Dr. Sivasinmyananthan
has sent monthly money Mullivaikal time too. We can’t forget
their humanitarian services in our life.

We express our sincere thanks and gratitude to the trustees for
the generous timely support for the children of our home.

We hope Ambaal will shower her bounty on all to serve each
others

Thank you

Kind regards

T. Rasanayagam
Chairman

Mahadeva Swamikal Children Home
Jeyanthinagar, Kilinochchi
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The Impact of Enfield Nagapooshani Ambaal Temple
Prayagha Sivanesanathan

Enficld Nagapooshani Ambaal Temple first opened in October 2002 on Malden Road. Every Friday
evening, at the age of 11, I would attend the puja ceremony with my family where Kamalanatha Kurrukal
would conduct the ceremony with sheer devotion and sincerity. Having been born and brought up in
London, [ have never seen the start up of a temple and had always imagined a temple to be a grand building,
open seven days a week. Therefore, this concept of every Friday evening only was unusual. Never did |
think it would grow into the stunning divine place of worship it now is wherc worshippers can establish a
deeper connection with god and earn his grace.

Unfortunately, the Hindu community is dispersed in this country, however the temple provides a social
environment to maintain the bonds between the communities and prevent Hindus feeling alone. The temple
is significant in aiding Hindus in retaining their culture. As well as the temple allowing us to flourish and
develop spiritually and religiously it plays a pivotal role in bringing the Tamil youth community together.

The purpose of this temple was not only a means of enabling worship in the presence of God but also to
raise funds to send back home to Sri Lanka. HTCA is a charity organisation that was set up by the temple
in 2002 in order to help children and their families to rebuild their shattered lives in Sri Lanka. What HTCA
has accomplished and what it is still achieving is admirable. They provide funding for shelter, living
expenses and education for those children and adults who were severely affected by the war. Not only are
they looking after living costs but they are also helping in building shelters and maintaining infrastructure.
HTCA has given many youngsters the chance to involve themselves in their work subsequently keeping
them mentally stimulated and providing a sense of purpose.

Enfield has a Tamil School that has benefited many community members where we were all given the
opportunity to learn to read, write and speak the Tamil language but also learn Carnatic vocal, instruments
and Bharatanatyam. The temple also plays a big role in the advancement of education in the Tamil language,
culture and art by running supporting classes. It is this aspect of the temple which has personally impacted
me the most. Ambaal temple has given me the platform to perform year after year. Whether that be
Bharatanatyam performances, violin recitals or singing thevarams the temple was nothing but encouraging
in ensuring my success in the musical world. Without their support I would not have flourished into the
musician and dancer | am today.

Growing up with Nagapooshani Ambaal Temple has been a strengthening experience and has reinforced
my sense of reverence. The temple for me has been a place to forget the world and has been a very secure
place. It is also a place of learning where god employs some of the best teaching techniques, but with
powerful assistance not available in other settings.

Enfield Nagapooshani Temple is a special place in which the inner and outer worlds commune and we can
experience divinity. It is heart-warming to know that it is a place we can go to know god and experience
divinity through the sanctified murthi. The opening of the magnificently renovated Enfield Nagapooshani
Ambaal temple is an exciting prospect for the Enfield community and for those of us that have grown up
with this divine centre of true worship. This temple will beautify the community and will serve as a
landmark. It features architectural clements that will make it unique and I along with other community
members feel a strong sense of pride about the temple in our neighbourhood.
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AMAZING POWERS OF HUMAN MIND

You Are What You Think

Santanam Swaminathan, London

Human mind has amazing powers. But many of us do not realize this. Our epics and Puranas illustrate the power of
mind with beautiful stories. Every person creates some kind of vibration. Some people are pleasure to be with. They
seem to have a certain energy that they share with others. Then there are those who are negative and depressed; they
seem to draw energy out of others. The reason for this is that there is a power contained in thought. It is very subtle,
yet it does exist and is extremely powerful. “Every thought has weight, shape, size, form, colour, quality, and power.
An experienced yogi can see this directly with his inner eye. Just as an apple can be given to your friend, or taken
back, so also it is possible to give a useful, powerful thought to someone and take it back-says Swami Vishnu Deva-
nanda.

Many of us know that we are what we eat. But only a few people knew we are what we think. Lord Krishna in Bhaga-
vad Gita says,’Let a man lift himself by himself: let him not degrade himself: for the self alone is the friend of the self
and self alone is the enemy of the self’(Chapter VI-Sloka 5;translation by Sarvapalli Dr S. Radhakrishnan).

The following six stories show that how a man can elevate himsel( simply by thinking something good.

STORY No.1

Trita is a great seer of ancient times who was well versed in the Vedas. His two brothers Ekata and Dwita who were
less learned, accompanied Trita to various yagnas (Yagna: A fire Ceremony to please the god) and collected a lot of
cattle between them. Once while out in a forest, Ekata and Dwita decided to take all the cattle for themselves and
abandon Trita. They were then attacked by a wolf and all of them ran in different directions. Trita hid in a deep well
and shouted for help, but Ekata and Dwita ran away from there in spite of hearing Trita’s cries for help.

Trita being unable to get out of the well by himself, decided to perform a yagna to please the gods. By sheer mental

force he imagined the availability of various sacred articles he needed and then conducted such a stupendous yagna
and the gods were pleased. They then arranged for his release and gave him a boon through which the well became
very holy. This story is in Mahabharata (Parva 9, Chapter 36).

Here we see one who did a great yagna mentally.
By the way,look at the names in Sanskrit Ekta, Dwita and Trita which mean
Nol,No 2 and No 3.

STORY No.2

Ekalavya was the son of Hiranyadhanu, a tribal chief. Having come to know of the greatness of Drona as a teacher,
Ekalavya tried to enrol himself as a pupil. But Drona declined to accept him, because he was teaching the royals-Pan-
davas and Kauravas.

Ekalavya then went into the forest and erected a statue of of Drona. He imagined the statue as his guru and derived
inspiration from the statue. He mastered the art of archery and became a great archer.

Once the Kaurava and Pandava princes saw a dog whose mouth had been skilfully closed by a number of arrows that
he could not bark. Admiring this unique feat they looked around for the archer. They found out Ekalavya was the
archer. When they enquired him who his teacher was, he told that he was a pupil of Drona. It came as a surprise for
them. Arjuna was upset because he was told by Drona that he was his best student. But here he saw a person who
excelled him in the art of archery. When Drona was informed of all these things, he came to Ekalavya. Ekalavya was
thrilled to meet his ‘Guru’in person. But Drona demanded his right thumb as Guru Dakshina( Fees to Guru). Ekala-
vya did give his thumb without any hesitation. Without his right thumb he was not able to shoot the arrows as before.
Here wee see one’s devotion to Guru and a person’s mental power to obtain any thing. He just imagined an earthen
statue as his Guru and attained the unachievable for a layman. This story is also in Mahabharata(Parval, chapter132).



STORY No.3

Here is story from the Tamil book ‘Periya Puranam’ about a saint who built a temple in mind and consecrated it
mentally. Pusalar was born in a Brahmin family at Tiruvarur.

He was a great devotee of Lord Siva and he wanted to build a temple for Him. He sought every means to find the
money required for this purpose but was unsuccessful. Nothing daunted, he resolved to erect a temple in his own
heart. He gathered all the necessary materials to build a temple in his mind. He chose an auspicious day and laid the
foundation stone and the temple rose slowly higher and higher day after day. When he finished it building mentally,
he fixed a day for the great Kumbabishekam (ceremonial consecration).

About this time the all powerful Pallava king had built an actual temple at Kanchipuram-the famous Kailasanathar
temple at Kanchi. He expended all his wealth on its construction. He fixed the same day for consecration of the
actual temple. But I.ord Siva appeared in his dream and told him that he could not come on the day because Pusalar
Nayanar had built a temple and the Kumbabhishekan was on the same day. The king had to postpone his Kumba-
bishekam. But he became curious about the other temple built by Pusalar. The king travelled to Tiruninravur and
asked the way for the temple. The people of the town told him that there was no new temple or any Kumbabhishek-
am in the town. The king told them that he had a dream and Lord Siva told him that there was a temple built by one
Pusalar. When they brought Pusalar in front of him the whole story unfolded in full. Pusalar was thrilled to know
that Lord Siva recognised his temple built in heart better than the temple built by the king in stone. Such is the great-
ness of thought power.

This is a marvellous story. It shows that our forefathers knew more about the mind than what the modern psycholo-
gists knew today.

STORY No. 4

Here is a beautiful story narrated by Sri Ramakrishna Paramahamsa:

A saffron clad sanyasin(ascetic) dwelt by the side of a temple. There was the house of a harlot in front. Seeing the
constant concourse of men in the prostitute’s house, the sanyasin one day called her, saying”You are a great sinner.
You sin day and night. Oh, miserable will be your lot in your next life”. The poor prostitute became extremely sorry
for her misdeeds, and with genuine inward repentance she prayed to god beseeching forgiveness. But the prostitu-
tion was he profession, she could not adopt any other means of earning her livelihood. And so, whenever her flesh
sinned, she always reproached herself with greater contrition of heart and prayed to god for more and more forgive-
ness.

The sanyasin saw that his advice had apparently produced no effect upon her and started counting the number of
people visiting her every day. He did it by putting one pebble stone for every customer in front of her house. In
course of years it became a big heap.

He chided her now and then showing the heap of stones/her sins. Now she started praying more intensely asking
for forgiveness. The final day came. By rare co incidence both the sanyasin and the prostitute died on the same day.
The messengers of Yama(God of death) took the sanyasin to hell and the prostitute to the heaven!! The sanyasin was
furious to see this and demanded for explanation. The messengers laughed at him and told him”You passed your life
in external show as a sanyasin. Your heart never sincerely yearned for god. You spent more time in counting the sins
of others. But this poor prostitute earnestly prayed to god day and night, though her body sinned all the while. She
was pure in heart. You were not pure in mind/heart.

This story lays more emphasis on good thoughts rather than good external rituals.
STORY No.5

Once Narada (messenger in the Heaven) approached Lord Vishnu and asked who his best devotee was. He expected
the answer to put him as the best. But to his surprise Lord Vishnu said that Arjuna was his best devotee. Narada was



not satisfied with his answer. The Lord knew what went in Narada’s mind. Narada doubted the integrity and impar-
tiality of the Lord. So Lord showed Narada two heaps of flowers and started explaining “Look at the small heap of
flowers. That is yours. What you have offered me all through your life is saved there. Look at the hill of flowers there.
That is Arjunas. Now Narada became even more suspicious. He boldly opened his mouth to say, Well, I am Triloka
Sanchari (Traveller of the three worlds). I have never seen Arjuna doing Puja (flower offering) to you, How do you
explain this hill of flowers? Then Lord told him, you do the puja with your hands with great pride in your mind. But
Arjuna does it in his mind. Whenever and wherever he sees beautiful flowers, he dedicates them to me saying Krisna
arpanam astu’(Let all this go to Krishna). Narada realised that open rituals are far inferior to great mental purity.
STORY NO.6

Here is another story from the excellent magazine called Tatvaloka (March 2004):

There was a famous astrologer in a village who mastered the art of astrology and palmistry. One day a farmer came to
see him to know about his future. The astrologer examined the lines on his palm and found out that he might die in an
accident that day. He did not like to reveal this to the farmer, as that would shock him. So he told the farmer to come
and see him the next day. While the farmer was on his way home, there was heavy rain with thunder and lightning.
The farmer took shelter in a temple of Lord Siva. When he saw the temple in ruins, he said to himself, “if I was rich

I would have renovated this temple. Then he started imagining the renovation and reconstruction of the temple. He
was mentally constructing a new temple tower and a huge corridor, with carved pillars. But he was brought out of his
dreamy status by the hiss of a cobra coming out of a hole in the broken wall.

His imagination of building a temple broke to pieces and he ran out of the dilapidated temple to save his life. The next
moment a massive lightning struck the temple and the huge edifice, heavy stone pillars, all collapsed.. The farmer
thanked the god for saving him and next day he met the astrologer. “Your palm lines indicated a danger for your life
yesterday. You should have accumulated great amount of punya by constructing a temple and so you are alive today.
The farmer realised the mercy of god who had granted him his life for building an imaginary temple. Every good
thought is considered by god as a good deed and one gets the benefit of it.

Who is Chitra Gupta?

Every thought counts. Qur grandmas and grand dads say that Yama’s accountant maintain the accounts of sins and
meritorious deeds of all human beings.

Yama’s accountant is Chitra Gupta. Translated in to English it means “hidden picture”.

That is our thoughts. It is like Issac Newton’s law of motion- there is an equal and opposite reaction for every action.
Our thoughts are accounted. On the final day you are rewarded or punished. How scientific is Hinduism!!!




@verste frihet

Vithjeswara Sarma Rathakrishnarajahkurukkal Lecturer (matematics and physics) Norway

Vithyes.ratha@hotmail.com
Mennesker kan sgke etter meningen i tilvaerelsen pa mange forskjellige mater. Noen lar seg lede mest
av felelser, andre stoler mer paG fornuften. Noen overtar uten videre den tradisjonen som foreldrene
og samfunnet ellers er preget av, mens andre gj@r opprar. Enkelte grubler mye over livets store
sparsmal, mens andre bryr seq mindre om dem; de finner heller mening ved G handle enn ved a
reflektere. Noen finner svar i religioner hvor de opplever kontakt med en hayere makt, mens andre
s@ker svar ut fra rent menneskelige forutsetninger. Hvilket svar som finnes og matene de sgker pa

varierer, blant annet avhenger de av de samfunnsforholdene man lever under.

Dette var introduksjonen til faget religionen i en lzerebok i Norge. Ordet religion betyr respekt for de
hellige og om & gj@re oss mennesker hellige. Alle religioner har felles ansvar for & skape trygghet, fred

og frihet i samfunnet og inne i hvert enkelt menneske. Hver religion definerer og har ulike syn for hva

frelsen er og hvordan man kan na frelsen ved a fglge de hellige skriftene de har.

| denne artikkelen progver jeg a beskrive ordet frihet og den viktige egenskapen av frelsen i hinduistisk

syn.

Frelse er a frigjgre mennesker fra noe vi er bundet med. Da oppstar det en rekke sp@rsmal som; - Hva
er det vi er bundet med? Hvem gjelder dette? Hva er arsaken til denne binding? Hvordan kan den
fiernes? Hva er frelse? Hvor lenge varer det? Hva er visdom (Gyan)? Hva er lykke? varer lykke for
alltid? | denne artikkelen forsgker jeg a svare pa disse spgrsmalene.

En spker lykke og det er det gverste man sgker i alle sine gode og darlige handlinger. Man far bare et
glimt av det man er ute etter. Vart enske om en slik lykke som er varig forblir uoppfylt til tross for at
alle moderne fasiliteter og teknologien star til var disposisjon. Disse indikerer at de glimtene vi far i
hverdagen bare er en smak bit av den ultimate lykken som varer evig. Oppnér vi da frelsen kun etter
dgden? Frelse i Advait (ikke-dualismen) Vedanta, er a ikke bringe den avdedes kropp, eller spgkelse
av en aspirant til et imaginaert land et sted i himmelen hvor nymfer venter for & gnske hver ny komne
velkommen, men det er eliminering av alle elendighetene sammen med deres grunnérsak og
oppnaelse av lykke. Det er frelsens viktige egenskap. Det samme kalles ogs& paramapurushath, det
vil si det gverste malet for alle menneskers gnsker.

| folge hinduismen bestar et menneske av bade sjel (Jiveatma) og kroppen (prakriti). Jiveatma er en
grsma del av Paramatma som ble skilt pa grunn av sin arroganse. Jiveatma vil oppleves ufullstendig
fram til den blir en del av Paramatma. Paramatma er gudommelig, upersonlig, uforanderlig og er

evig. Kroppen er forgjengelig, det samme er sanser og fglelser som er knyttet til kroppen og til det



forgjengelige livet. Alle levende organismer har Jiveatma som har samme verdi uansett hvilken type

kropp de ble fanget i. @verste malet for alle Jiveatma er & bli en del av sin helhet som er Paramatma.

Dette synet kommer til uttrykk i denne gamle bgnnen:

Fra uvirkelighet, led meg til virkelighet.
Fra merke, led meg til lys.
Fra dod, led meg til udgdelighet.

Bgnn fra vedana

Mennesket fedes mange ganger (reinkarnasjon) til de ndr kunnskapen om dette og hver handling
(karma) de gjgr i hvert liv vil avgjere neste liv og veien om & na visdkommen i navaerende liv. Karmas

rolle og betydningen i hinduismens etikk blir beskrevet her av Upanishadene:

Slik en man handler, slik han oppferer seg, slik blir han.
Den som gj@r godt, blir god: den som gj@r ondt, blir ond.
De handlinger han gjgr pd jorden, h@ster han fruktene av. Fra den andre verdenen kommer han tilbake hit til
handlingens og arbeidets verden.
Selve frelsen i hinduismen er & kvitte seg med dette kretslgpet som alle Jiveatma er bundet i. Mange

av de filosofisk innstilte hinduene trekker seg tilbake fra verden for a Igsrive seg fra alt begjaer og pa

den maten oppna den endelige frigjgringen. Det kalles visdommens vei til frelse.

| advait (ikke dualismen) Vedanta, "Mukthi og Moksha" er to andre ord for frelse. Igjen mukti er av to
typer, Jivan mukti og Videh mukti. Jivan mukti betyr levende frihet. Hvilke er at du far oppleve frelsen
nar man er i live og det kalles Jivan mukti. Fortsettelse av den samme opplevelsen, uavbrutt og
uhindret for godt, selv etter den fysiske kroppens dgd kalles Videh mukti (frihet heretter). Videh
mukthi er noe man ogsa kan oppna etter dgden.

Visdom betyr riktig bruk av kunnskap. Det som beregnes som visdom er kunnskapen om Paramatma
som kalles Brahm gyan. Brahm gyan, i seg selv, er guddommelig visdom som eliminerer dualismen
sammen med sin arsak og effekt. Det kan oppnas ved a sgke innover i oss selv for a erkjenne
menneskets og verdens egentlige natur. Bade laeredimensjonen og erfaringsdimensjonen er viktige,
samtidig meditasjonen ogsa kan fglge en fast metode og dermed forbindes med den rituelle
dimensjonen. Personen som har studert vedaene og som er etablert i Brahm, det vil si hvem som
intuitivt har realisert identiteten av underforstatte betydninger av ordene Jiveatman og Paramatma,
regnes som om en har oppnadd frelsen via visdom. En rig-vedisk salme peker til den enden ved 3
erklere, "Hva ville salmen gjgre hvis man ikke kienner Ham (Mandal 1. Sukat 164, Salme 39)." Det
legges vekt pa & kjenne den ultimate virkeligheten Brahm og ikke bare en resitasjon av en salme. A
kjenne ham resulterer i den intuisjonen realiseringen at Brahm er ingen enn sin egen Jiveatman, og

det innebaerer negasjon av dualitet.

Takk

Kilder: 1. Tro og Tanke leerebok (Gunnar Heiene, Bjern Myhre, Jan Opsal, Harald Skottene, Arna @stnor, 2.utgave
Aschehoug 2016) 2. Enlightenment and Moksha (KK. Sharma 1.Edition 2009)
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Lamps in Tamil and Sanskrit Literature
Research Article Written by London Swaminathan

Lamp or Deepa is considered an auspicious symbol in Hindu literature. I don't think that any other culture gives such a
treatment to Lamps. Though lamps were essential items in a household in the ancient world, it did not get any sanctity
in other cultures. Hindus light lamps in the morning and in the evening in front of God’s pictures or idols in the prayer
rooms and worship god. They have special prayers for lighting the lamp and special places for the lamps. women won't
even touch the lamp during the menstrual period or periods of pollution. Someone else in the house will take care of it.
They wouldn’t use the word ‘switch off” to put out the lamp. They will say ‘see the lamp’ meaning see that it is taken care
of. So much sanctity and respect was given to lamps in Hindu homes.

There are lots of beliefs regarding the lamps. If it goes out in the wind or falls down then they think it is inauspicious thing
or a bad omen. Tamil and Sanskrit literature compare the wife as a lamp in the family. In old Indian films a person’s death
will be hinted by a lamp going off suddenly or blown out by wind.

Hindu organisations organise 1008 Lamps Pujas or 10008 Lamps Pujas regularly and Hindu women participate in them
with great devotion and enthusiasm.

Kalidasa use the lamp simile in several places:-

In the Kumarasambhava, Himalaya with Parvati, received sanctity and was also glorified as the lamp by its exceedingly
brilliant flame (K.S. 1-28). The image suggests the bright lustre of Parvati.

Nagaratna or Cobra jewel on the head of snakes giving out light is used by Tamil and Sanskrit poets in innumerable plac-
es. In certain places, it served as light. This is also a typical Hindu imagery used from the lands ned to the Himalayas. We
see such things in the oldest part of Tamil and Sanskrit literature which explodes the myth of Aryan-Dravidian theories. -

Steady lamp is compared to the steady mind of a Yogi or an ascetic. Siva, on account of the suspension of the vital airs, is
imagined to be like a lamp steady in a place free from wind. The image shows the steadiness of the mind of Siva (KS 3-28).

Manmata (cupid) is imagined to be like a lamp put out by a blast of wind because he was at once, burnt by the anger of
Siva. Rati, Manmata’s wife, is said to be the wick f a lamp which when blown out emits smoke for some time.

In the Raghuvamsa, the lustrous herbs, burning without oil, served at night, as lamps to King Raghu. Kalidasa sang about
these light emitting plants in many places which is not seen in any other literature. Probably some plants attracted the
families of fireflies on a large scale (RV 4-75) Phosphorescent or luminescent plants also KS 1-10.

In the Raghuvamsa, Indumati, wife of King Aja, all of a sudden fell from the couch and died. Aja sitting close to her also
fell down with her. Kalidasa depicts the sad event by the image of a lamp which is apt and homely. Indumati is compared
to the flame of a lamp while Aja to the drop of dripping oil (RV8-38)

[n another place, the poet says “As the flame of a lamp does not stand a gale, similarly, son of Sudarsana who had no of-
‘ering could not outlive the disease that defied all attempts of the Physicians (RV 18-53)

The king of Surasena is praised as the Vamsadeepa (lamp of the dynasty) in RV 6-45.

\ son in a family is also compared to light in RV 10-2.

ama is described as A Big Lamp of the Dynasty of Raghu (Raghuvamsa Pradeepena)

n 10-68. Because of him all other lamps in the delivery room lost their brightness. They became dim.

Noman- Family Lamp

here is no difference at all between the Goddesses of Good Fortune (Sriyas) who live in houses and women (Striyas)
‘ho are the Lamps of their Houses, worthy of reverence and greatly blessed because of their progeny (Manu 9-26)
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Lamp of Wisdom is used by all the Tamil and Sanskrit devotional poets.
Iyur Mutvanar, A Tamil Sangam poet, is also praising the wife as the lamp of a family in Purananuru verse 314, ech-
oing Manu.

Madurai Maruthan Ilanagan, A Tamil sangam poet, praised the son as the lamp of the family or lineage in Akananuru
184.

Throughout the length and breadth of India, largest country in the world 2000 years ago had the same thought re-
garding family and family values. This explodes the foreigners’ theory of Aryan-Dravidian divisions. We cant see such
a praise for a woman or her son in any other ancient literature.

Peyanar, another Tamil poet of Sangam Age also praised the woman (wife) of a house as the Lamp of the House in

Ainkurunuru verse 405

Lamp of Mind

In the Mahabharata, we come across a strange imagery of Mind lamp.
pradiptena va dipena manodipena pasyati (3-203-38)

One sees the soul with the lamp of the mind as if with a lighted lamp.

--Subham--
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Three Kinds of Gifts/Dhanam/Donation
Compiled by London Swaminathan

Gifts to the poor not only help the poor but help the givers. He who gives receives.
English word Donate is derived from the Sanskrit word Dhana.
Liberality is a virtue that has been placed by Hinduism in the very first rank.

Gift, has always been an essential part of every sacrifice, and the feeding and supporting of the poor and the true and
learned Brahmanas has been no less essential.

By these rules men were trained to sacrifice part of their wealth for the benefit of others, and thus were led onwards to
a true understanding and acceptance of the great Law of Sacrifice.

Manu says: “Let him diligently offer sacrifices and oblations with faith; these, if performed with faith and with rightly
earned wealth, become unperishing.

“Let him always observe the duty of charity, connected with sacrifices and oblations with a contented mind, having
sought with diligence a worthy recipient.

“Something verily ought to be given ungrudgingly by him who has been asked, for a worthy recipient will surely arise
who will save him from all (sins).” Manu iv. 226-22.

The way in which charity should be done is laid down by Shri Krishna, who divides gifts, according to their nature,
into sattvic, rajasic and tamasic.

The gift given to one who does nothing in return,saying, ‘Tt ought to be given’ at right place and time and to a worthy
recipient, that gift is accounted sattvic (Good).

“Ihat verily which is given for the sake of receiving in return or again with a view to fruit, or grudgingly, that gift is
accounted rajasic (Not so good).

“That gift which is given at unfit place and time and to unworthy recipients, disrespectful and contemptuously, that is
declared tamasic.”(Bad)
' Bhagarad. Gita, xvii. 20-22.

That charity should be done with courtesy and gentle kindliness is a rule on which much stress is laid. We often read in
the Itihasa directions to show careful respect in the making of gifts; charity should ever be gracious, for even a trace of
contempt or disrespect makes it, as above said, tamasic.

The idea of showing to weakness the same courtesy that is extended to rank and superiority, a tender deference and
consideration, comes out strongly in the following shloka:

“Way should be made for a man in a carriage, for one who is above ninety years old, for a sick person, for one who
carries a burden, for a woman, a Snataka, a king and a bridegroom.” Similarly we find, when directions are being laid
down as to the giving of food to people in the due order of their position, preference over all is given to the weak
Manusmriti, ii .138.

“Let him without making distinctions, feed newly-married women, young maidens, the sick, and pregnant women,
even before his guests”
Manusmriti iii. 114.

Source: An Advanced Text Book of Hindu Religion and Ethics, Benares, Year 1905

--Subham--



Five Beautiful Stories on Hindu Concept of Time
Compiled by London swaminathan

Time is cyclical according to Hindu scriptures and linear according to Westerners. Hindus repeat it in several stories
to emphasize that time is cyclical. No ancient culture in the world has bothered about time whereas Hindus have been
naming their Gods after TIME.

Lord Shiva is called Mahakala=Great Time or Great Death; also Kalabhaksha= Devourer of Time. Rudram (Yajur Veda)
describes him as Kalagni Rudraya= the fire that destroys the end of time. Vishnu is called Bhuta,Bhavya, Bhavat Prab-
hu= Lord of the Past, the Future and the Past. Vedas say God is beyond Time (kalatrayadita:)

When the world did not know to write the numbers, Hindus taught them to write with 1,2,3....0 without which modern
computers would not have been on our tables today. When the western scientists complete the study of Black holes, they
will understand the Hindu Concept of (cyclical) Time.

Here are five stories to illustrate the cyclical nature of Time:

Story 1

In an episode in the Vishnu Purana, one reads of Vishnu accompanied by the divine sage Narada, stopping at one point
in the course of their wanderings, and asking Narada to fetch him some water from a nearby village. While he waits at
the edge of the forest, Narada goes to the village , knocks at the door, falls in love with the young woman who answers,
marries her, founds a family, and lives happily with his wife and children for years until a flood comes and inundates
the village sweeping everything before it. Narada too is washed away by the current and is thrown perchance at exactly
the point where he had parted company with Vishnu. As he lands there, he is greeted by Vishnu who asks him for the
water that he had gone to fetch.

The pace at which TIME has moved for Vishnu and Narada is very different.

Story 2

In Balagopalastuti of Lilashuka there is a famous verse in which Yashoda, Krishna’s foster mother, recites the story of
Ramayana to young Krishna while she puts him to bed. The narrative reaches the point where the demon Maricha, as-
suming the guise of a golden deer, lures Rama away from his forest-hut in the hermitage, leaving Sita exposed to danger.
As Yasoda speaks of the evil of Ravanas arrival on the scene to abduct Sita, suddenly young Krishna, half asleep, jerks
into action and shouts aloud: “Lakshmana! Where, Oh where, is my bow?” It is as if the memory of an earlier incarna-
tion of himself as Rama, the seventh, overtakes Krishna in his present life, as the eighth incarnation of Vishnu.
Suddenly Time moves in a loop.

Story 3

Another story in the Brahmavaivarta Purana speaks of humbling of Indra’s pride. As the king of the gods sits majestical-
ly in his, self-satisfied and aware of his own importance, into this assembly moves a phalanx of ants that takes everyone
by surprise. Only one man in the assembly, seeing his strange vision, laughs aloud. When asked by Indra what causes
him this laughter, he says that each of these ants was an Indra in a previous birth.

Countless cycles of Time are hinted at.

Story 4

When Narada visits Krishna’s kingdom at Dwaraka, as narrated in the Bhagavata Purana, he enters the inner apart-
ments. As he approaches the senior most queen of Krishna, he finds her attending upon Krishna with chowri (fly-whisk)
in her hand. Greeting the divine pair, Narada withdraws and moves into the next chamber to pay his respects to the wife
of Krishna next in seniority and, as he enters, sees her playing a game off dice with Krishna. In another palace he sees
one of Krishnas queens massaging the soles of Krishna's fect while he lies on a bed. Amazed Narada moves further on,
and finds, in each chamber a queen in Krishna's company, serving him food, helping him with oblations, and so on. In
chamber after chamber Narada encounters Krishna, and is greeted by him each time as if he had seen the sage just then.
Simultaneous presences of the same person at different places are being spoken of.

Story 5



In the Bhagavata Purana, again, Akrura, the great devotee of Krishna, is described as being entrusted with the respon-
sibility of escorting Krishna and Balarama to Mathura. On the way, Akrura feels the need to refresh himself by taking a
bath in the Yamuna along the banks of which they are moving. With the permission of the two brothers, Akrura halts
his chariot, enters the water, and dips his head only to see, below the surface of the water, Krishna and Balarama seated
in the chariot exactly as he had left them on the river bank. Greatly confused, he lifts his head out of the water, and sees
them again on the bank, in the very same chariot. Disbelieving, he takes another dip: this time, under the water, he sees
Krishna as Vishnu lying on the serpent couch of Sesha, Krishna and Balarama having assumed their true forms. Akrura
suddenly sees, in this vision, the identity of Krishna and Vishnu, Balarama and Sesha. But when he lifts his head, he sees
on the river bank Krishna and Balarama again as youthful boys engaged in conversation.

With a sense of wonder, the elusiveness of time and appearances is put across.

Tales like this, presenting the many aspects and hues of time, can be multiplied. What emerges from these is time mov-
ing in a cyclic fashion, making bends and loops, turning back upon itself, rising spiral like, splitting itself, assuming
different tempi for different people — mercurial, illusive, elusive.
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