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SIVAPURANAM
of
Manickavasaga Swamikal
(An introduction)

Siddhantharatnam,
Dr. K. Ganesalingam

The sacred hymns of Thiruvasagam have the potency to touch the mind and melt
the heart of those who sing them with bakthy or devotion. They are the outpourings
of the divine inspired saint Manickavasaga Swamikal. Sivapuranam is the first
chapter in Thiruvasagam.

Literal meaning of Sivapuranam is ancient history of Lord Siva. Here, it indicates
His glory and inherent attributes. It praises Lord Siva, who is the primary God of
Saiva religion, and describes His divine qualities or attributes. Sivam or Sivan or
Siva means Auspicious One or Perfect Being. He is the ultimate of all virtues,
perfect wisdom and unlimited love.

Sivapuranam starts as ‘Namachivaaya Vaazhka, Naathan Thaal vaazhka’.
(pw&feaum eumps Brs@iGTeT euTps). Meaning of this line is, ‘Long live
Namasivaya, Long live the sacred feet of Lord’.

Namasivaya is an important sacred word, with five letters, Na, Ma. Si, Va, Ya. Itis
a manthiram, called Panchadsaram or Thiruvaintheluthu (five sacred letters).
Manthiram means that which protects the one who thinks of it or chants it. (When
pronounced, it comes out as Namachivaaya). Namasivaya is also the name of Lord
Siva. Whether one chants it as a mantra or as the name of Lord Siva, it protects
him and bestows Siva’s Grace. It is therefore necessary that Namasivaya should
live in the thoughts and words of the Saivites. Hence, Sivapuranam starts as
‘Namachivaaya Vaalka’.

The lotus feet of Lord Siva (Naathan Thaal) denote His Grace which is His
unlimited love. His Grace is eternally with us. It helps and protects us in every
birth which we took and will take. Hence Manickavasagar praises the lotus feet of
Lord Siva. He then continues singing in praise of His loving grace, his nature and
his attributes.

He says that Lord Siva remains as Agamam. Saiva Agamams are given by the
grace of Lord Siva, and are important literatures to Saivites. According to Saiva
religion, God is one, but he manifests in various forms. God Siva stays as one with
everyone and everything, but yet he is different from them. He pervades everything
and is present everywhere. He helps us to evolve spiritually, and ultimately breaks
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the cycle of birth, giving [iberation and divine bliss. Few lines of Sivapuranam
which explain these Saiva views are as follows:

‘Praise to the feet of Him who stands pleasantly as Agamam!

‘Praise to the holy feet of Lord who is One, and yet Not-One!’

“Victory to the jeweled feet of Pinjakan (Siva) who breaks the continuity of
birth!”’

‘QLED IHSTN DieTERIILTET ST CUTDS

gael SICHERT DMDEUSTy UTDS

dniumis@w Uehensaisa QUUISPRST arps’

Everything happens by God’s grace. This is the belief and experience of saints.
Even to worship God’s feet, His grace is required. How can we receive His grace?
Manickavasagar explains as follows:

“Because Lord Siva is in my heart, by His grace I worship Him; I will sing
Sivapuranam to my heart’s contentment so that all my past karma would be
exhausted”.

‘Aouseusieial FHMSUOT BIKID DISHTED

Dieuai( enTBe) DICUSTHT6N CUGHIMILS]

dEemng wEHPF FaulFTenid SHETnat

WPHMHG aleal(pIpHIld U 2 _JLLTWLITET

We have taken many births and will be taking many more births. Manickavasagar
mentions some of these births as grass, worm, man etc., and says that he was tired
of taking all such births. He says that he had now found release by seeing Lord
Siva’s golden feet.

According to Saiva religion souls are many and each one of us is a soul (anma) by
itself. Like God, soul is eternal. Birth and death relate to the physical body and not
to the soul. The body joining soul is birth and leaving it is death. Birth and death
and worldly experiences are coming to us according to our past karma. Karma
means action and/ or its result. Vinai is the Tamil word for it. Every action has its
own result, and the doer has to experience and exhaust it. This is the theory of
karma (vinaik kolkar).

A good action of the past or previous births results in good karma or nalvinai. It
follows the soul as punniyam (virtue) and comes as pleasant experience in this
birth. An evil action results in bad karma or theevinai.'It follows as paavam (sin)
and comes as painful experience in this birth. Manickavasagar calls punniyam as
aram (virtue), and explains the karmic theory as follows:

“You were binding me (soul) with the rare cord of aram and paavam, clothed me
with an outer skin, enveloping with worms and dirt, .... (in this birth)’.
SIDDUTEID aTRI@ID SiHEsUIDDTED SL1g :

UmbBsTedBuniid GFEIGD LIpaIEDHsEE Py
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Saints, in general, are seen placing themselves low, like a common man with mean
qualities, when addressing the Supreme God. St. Manickavasagar describes himself
as a man of low means, meaner than any dog, etc. He sings, “vou filled the sky and
the earth and beyond as divine light with no boundary to be comprehended. I, a
man of evil deeds, do not know how to praise your splendor”, “you came on this
earth and gave your grace by showing your mi ghfy feet to me who is meaner than
a dog; you are more than a precious mother”. Such utterances are seen at many
places in Thiruvasagam.

Sivapuranam explains Lord Siva’s natvre and attributes in many ways. He is
described as eternal Reality, pure One, having bull as vehicle, Lord of Vedas,
subtle One, One without happiness or sorrow, true Wisdom etc. He creates, protects,
destroys, grants His grace, drives the souls to various births and makes them to
perform His sacred duty.

While describing the nature, attributes and glory of Lord Siva, Manickavasaga
Swamikal brings out the concepts of Saiva religion, and praises him in various
ways. He ends his Sivapuranam saying that he could not stay any longer in the
impermanent physical body, and appeals to Lord Siva who dance at Thillai
(Chidamparam) to release him from the earthly bondage. Those who chant
Sivapuranam, knowing its meaning, would go beneath the sacred feet of
Sivaperuman in the divine world.
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