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THE HISTORY OF THE ORIGIN OF SIVAPOOMI
ARANMANAI

By Orater Dr. Aru Thirumurugan

From my childhood days I had an
inclination unknown to my inner self towards
Thiruvasagam. Verses from Thiruvasagam
were sung daily in the mornings during
Assembly at Ramanathan College
Chunnagam where 1 had my Primary
Education. These verses were registered in
my memory when I was in standard one itself.
The Recital commences with “Naan Mugan
Muthala Vaanavar Thozuth Ela” which is
under the Thiruvagal section praising
Thiruvaasagam and the prayers will end with
“Thennaadudaya Sivane Potri
Ennaatavarukkum iraiva Potri” which is the
end of this verse. In the later days I was
fortunate to listen to various speeches about
Thiruvasagam.Later [ had the opportunity of
delivering Speeches based on the Stanzas of
Thiruvasagam.

In the year 2016 I got an opportunity
to participate in the Thirumurai Mahanadu
(Conference) held at Thiruvannamalai Street.
1 delivered a speech at this conference on two
days. A full gathering of Scholars participated
at this conference. On the day of conclusion
1 spoke for about an hour about
Thirumanthiram and Thiruvasagam. After
concluding my speech and when I was going
downstairs an elderly person who was
standing on the steps called me. This Person
who was clad in rags spoke to me-about the
Books written about Thiruvasagam. He
spoke to me with a sense of deep knowledge
which was more in substance than those
speeches delivered on the stage. I asked him
“who are you?' He said he was a wanderer
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who lives by gracing the foot of
Annaamalayaan. The conversation
continued, he mentioned I have heard that
Thiruvasgam is safeguarded well at Eela
Nadu. All should embarace Thiruvasagam
praising it as a rare Medicine. He praised that
Thiruvasagam is highly cherished and loved
in your country more than at Thennadu from
where 1t originated.

I felt that he is a noble person. His
words projected to me that he has renounced
the world .During the morning kirivalam [
met many who were clad in yellow Saffron
who looked calm and silence here and there.
It is true that Siththars, Yogis and noble men
lined the streets of Thiruvannaamalai. This
elderly person mentioned to me that
Thiruvasagam should be safeguarded from
extinct. I mentioned that Thiruvasagam is
available in Print format.He smiled and
mentioned “it should be safeguarded ever
from natural calamities and war.” “I replied
that I didn’t understand.” *It should be
conserved by chiseling on Granite Stone” I
said in our region we do not find Granite
stone. He replied ‘Nothing is impossible if
you try”. I said I have to hurry up before the
food is over and left.

I couldn’t sleep that night. The
following day I left for Chidambaram. All
arrangements for my trip and the organisation
of the function had been undertaken by my
relative who is an industrialist and who
resides in London. I said good bye to him
who had come to Thiruvannamalai. I arrived
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at Chidambaram and returned home the
following day.

I mentioned the idea of engraving the
versus of Thiruvasagam on Granite Stone to
a few. Some casted remarks against my idea.
Some said “Don’t you have any other work?
Some advised me Thiruvasagam could be
read from Electronic Equipment, So what is
the necessity to engrave on Granite Stone?
They asked me. I went to India again after
two months to deliver a Speech. The scene
of the engraftment of Thirumuraigal melt my
heart. I returned home with this thought in
mind.

A cardiologist domiciled in Australia
Dr.Manomohan mentioned to me in April
2016 “1 have a piece of land at Navatkuli
bordering the A9 Road, and I wish to donate
it to the Sivapoomi Trust”. This had occupied
my mind. But I was not aware where this
land is located. But what a surprise. When
Kandiah Neelakandan who was the former
chairman of the Hindu Maha Manram
returned from Australia this Doctor had
handed over all the relevant Documents to
Mr.Neelakandan, Mr.Neelakandan informed
me over telephone about this. Within two
weeks the Deed was transferred in the name
of Sivapoomi Trust, and was handed over to
me when Mr.Neelakandan visited Jaffna to
participate in a function. With the help of
the Deed 1 located this land. When I stepped
onto this land I had a glorious feeling in my
mind.

An enthusiasm arose in my mind that
an Aranmanai of Thiruvaasagam should be
built on this land and engrave the verses of
Thiruvaasagam on Granite Stone slabs and
should be exhibited by paving on the walls
of this Aranmanai. [ had no money with me,
but my imagination was boundless, my mind
was restless and without sleep. Like
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Poosalaar Nayananaar who built a Temple
in his imagination, I too was building the
Aranmanai of Thiruvasagam in my
imagination. Let me prepare the Drawing in
any case, this thought came to my mind I got
the Drawing done by a youngster named
Saarangan. Since there was no money with
me I rolled up the Drawing and left for
Australia in April 2015.

Dr.Manomohan and Mrs. Manomohan
had invited me for dinner. After having dinner
at the Saravanabavan Vegetarian Restaurant
at Sydney I handed over a Copy of the
Drawing and the tentative estimate to
Dr.Manomohan.He and his wife read those
Documents with a smiling face. What a
surprise! They said we will provide the
necessary Funds “You can fulfill your
desire”. What a Joy what a delight! Due to
the boundless Joy I couldn’t sleep that night.
It was Mr.Eelalingam who invited me to
Australia and introduced me to
Dr.Manomohan. Mr Eelalingam and his wife
too were present at the Dinner hosted by
Dr.Manomohan. They too were overjoyed
and praised them for their warm heartedness.

After returning home 1 took lot of
pains in commencing the construction work
at Naavatkuly. Construction works were
going on day and night. Though I approached
many a person for the engraftment of the
versus of Thiruvaasagam, but of no use. I
handed over to a person a Verse to be
engraved, he brought with him the engraved
stone with four mistakes. I paid him for this
and terminated. Another person had brought
in a stone engraved with a Stanza of four lines
which had been engraved with an aid of a
Computer. The Alphabets had not been
engraved deeply. So I terminated him too.

Unexpectedly I came to know that a
person called Vinoth a resident of




Vivekanandar Nagar West Killinochchi
undertakes engraftment on Stones and called
him and as usual wanted to test him. I
entrusted with him the usual Test of
engraving a four line Stanza. He brought it
in one day. I was overjoyed. He mentioned
to me he does not know Thiruvaasagam. |
told him I will entrust a person to correct the
mistakes, and ordered that the work must go
on day and night. The work of engraving the
verses of Thiruvaasagam commenced in the
Naavatkuli premises based on two Books
devoid of any printing mistakes, I entrusted
to Urelu Kanagasooriyar to supervise and
ensure that the work proceeds without any
spelling mistakes.

Engraving the Stanzas of
Thiruvaasagam was going on daily past
midnight. What a surprise! The work of
engraving of all 658 Stanzas were completed
within few months. About 22 youths were
involved with this work. This work
proceeded smoothly using quality granite
Stones and .This rare scenario is still afresh
in my mind.

I ran short of money for the engraving
work. During this time Mr.Balasingam an
Accountant in London who financed my visit
to London to deliver a speech at the fortieth
anniversary of the London SAIVA
MUNNETRA SANGAM. He made me to
stay at his house and accompanied me with
him to the function. He handed over to me
18 Lakhs as his contribution. The
contributions I received there was spent on
the engraving works of Thiruvaasagam
Stanzas. Again what a surprise! Miss
Selvanayagam a Teacher from Urumpirai too
contributed a sum of money. The engraftment
works were completed successfully.

Last year | visited Thiruchendoor to
deliver Speeches on the whole six days on

account of KANDASHASHTY VIZA, at the
invitation of Mr.Sivaganasothy from London.
After my return and during my stay in

Colombo a thought arose in my mind, why

not build a THATCHANAAMOORTHY
Temple on the middle of the
THIRUVAASAGA ARANMANAI? The
time was 4 am. [ spoke to
Mr.Purushoththaman a Sculptor about what
had arouse in my mind over the telephone,
He replied enthusiastically “Yes”. Once 1
returned to Jaffna the Foundation stone was
laid for the construction of this Temple. What
a surprise! I came to know that as per the
invitation of the Kurukkal of the Kondavil
Iyappan Temple some Indian Sculptors had
arrived to create some statues and are
residing near that Temple. Mr.
Purushothaman took me to meet them. I
handed over an advance of Rs.10 lakhs and
requested to create a 4 '/, feet tall Statue of
Lord Thatchnaamoorthy. When the work was
completed  within two  months
Mr.Purushothaman brought this Statue in his
Vehicle to the Sivapoomi School. We placed
the Statue in Water and ABISHEGAM was
done daily.

After seeing the Chariot carved out of
Stone at Valluvar Kottam I was worried there
is no such chariot in Jaffna. When 1
mentioned this to Mr.Purushothaman he
replied “don’t worry I will see that a Chariot
is carved out of stone through my sculptors™.
He brought Granite stones from
Nawalapitiya. At that instance I didn’t have
any money with me. I was much worried.
By chance wife and son Aravindan of late
Kailasapillai former Chairman of AGILA
ILANGAI HINDU MAA MANRAM had
come to Keerimalai to perform rites
connected with the first death anniversary of
Late Kailasapillai. I requested them to visit
the ongoing construction work at the
THIRUVAASAGAM ARANMANAI at




Navatkully on their way back to Colombo.
On the following day when I was at
Navatkully Mrs Kailasapillai son Aravindan
with RISHI THONDUNATHA SWAMIGAL
came to the THIRUVAASAGA
ARANMANAL. They praised the efforts of
the THIRUTH THONDU after seeing it. I
said to them due to dearth of Funds the upper
Part of the Chariot is awaiting completion.
Mr.Aravindan said “don’t worry I will
provide funds to complete the making of this
Chariot fully out of Granite Stone” Now by
displaying the 21 feet high CHARIOT at
Navatkully which carries the pride of being
the first of its kind in Sri Lanka.

When the Construction of the
Thiruvaasaga Aranmanai was underway
many came and had a look and went. The
younger Ejamaanaar of the Nallur
Kandaswamy Temple Kugasri Sayandan
Kumaradaas paid a visit and rendered his
advice after going around the Site. Brother
Kambavaathiry Jeyaraj too paid a visit and
praised me. He was of the opinion that if 108
Statues of Sivalingam are placed inside the
premises of the Thiruvaasaga Aranmanai it
will look splendid. From whom am I to beg
for this? I asked him. He asked me after
undertaking this massive amount of work is
this impossible? He looked slightly angry.

Because 1 was thinking about placing
the Statues of Lord Sivalingam I was
suffering from loss of sleep many a times. 1
was astonished after inquiring about the cost
of sculpting a Statue of Lord Sivalingam from
a few Sculpters. My mind did not rest. Vinoth
the person who engraved the Stanzas of
Thiruvaasagam brought and showed me the
Statue of Lord Sivalingam sculpted as per
the size 1 had requested. But where am I to
go for the Money to bear the cost as per his
Estimate? I prayed to Thurkkai Ambaal.I use
to pray to Tellippalai Thurkkai Ambaal daily
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and submit my vows to her. Ambal pacifies
me. So in this situation I paid for the first
statue of Sivalingam from my personal funds.

The Sculptors at Vivekaanandar Nagar
brought down 10 Statues of Lord Sivalingam

-at a time. It was a testing time., Some devotees

helped. I visited Australia again in April
2018.1 decided that the contributions that I
receive will be spent on the construction
work of the Aranmanai. A cousin sister living
in Australia Mrs.layasiri contributed the
amount for sculpting of 6 Statues of lord
Sivalingam. Inaddittion few well wishers too
contributed. My dream became true.

As usual Dr.Manomchan a
Cardiologist in Australia and Mrs.Mano
mohan invited me for dinner.” they said leave
your worries, we will provide Funds for the
balance works, and for the construction of
the parapet wall, we will not let you down™ I
felt that this couple had come as God in the
form of human. I was surprised after noticing
their humbleness, obedience in them. I praise
that they are going to be one of my relations,
God has bestowed on to me.

Mr Shanmuganathan of Oorelu was of
immense support to me in overseeing the
construction work of the Aranmanai. He is a
person who oversees the construction works
of the Sivapoomi Trust. He and his workers
provided valuable support for the Aranmani
to look beautiful. We cannot describe the
service rendered by Sitpakalaaviththagar
Kaliyaperumal Purushothaman of
Periyakuththavakkarai Chidambaram
Tamilnadu. He is a Sculptor who respects my
word. He and his group’s work off hand
displays a splendid work of Art.

All the members of the Sivapoomi
Trust are of great support to my ideas.
Mr.K.Navaneethan and Mr.P.Sathees are
looking after the administrative works well.




We can point out that their contribution is
excellent in the functioning of the matters
connected with the Aranmanai.

It is my wish that the Thiruvaasaga
Aranmanai at the entrance to the Jaffna
Peninsula should be safeguarded like one’s
eyes by the future generation. The thought
originated on the Streets of Thiruvannamalai
had became a reality at Naavatkuli Street. I
can’t even think of this. This cannot be

mentioned by word or letters. It looks
surprising! Those who see the Thiruvaasaga
Aranmanai in person will feel about it. This
work of devotion was not undertaken to earn
any name or fame. This has been created
ceaselessly for the existence of Saivaism on
this Soil and for the existence of
Thiruvaasagam considered a rare Medicine.
It is my belief that this Thiruvaasaga
Aranmanai and Thiruvaasagam will exist
forever in future times.
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