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| slumped my head onto the pil-
low, My eves hall open. Today was
school and | wasn't looking forward
to it. There was fifteen minutes lefl.
This usually happens. | walked over
to the bathroom still half awake. |
grabbed my toothbrush. As |
opened my mouth a pulrid scent
came out. “Hurry 'up James," Mum
shouted from downstairs. | quickly
shoved the loothbrush into my
mouth and had a thirty second
brush of my teeth. | didn't bother to
have a shower today. | usually take
hours. | gquickly put on my uniform.

Ate a piece of toast and hurried off
to schoal.

| walked into the classroom.
"Goadmorning Mrs. Gaskay", | said
joyfully. But | really didn't mean it
"Hi James," my friend Justin said.
Justin is a cool fellow. He's my only
real friend. “James, do you want to
see he comic character | drew?" he
asked.

“Yeah okay,” | replied,

“*Come here," he called. 1 walked
over to his desk.

“Loak," he said.

“Awesome,” | said. Then | saw
Jenny. “Oh no,” | thought. Jenny is
the fattest, meanest, ugliest and
strongest girl in the school. And
guess what, she likes me, Then,
she saw me. "Hi honey - cakes,"
she said as she walked over to me.
"Stop calling me that, it's embar-
rassing,” | said under my breath.

“Jenny's here James,” Justin
said.

“Don't you think | know that," |
sald abruptly.” She's so fat that you
can't miss her,” | thought, | turned
away as if | wasn't looking at her,

~ Suddenly, the ball rang. "Saved
by the bell,” | thought.

“Everybody back to your seats.
We're going to kick off the day with
maths," Mrs. Gaskay said.

“Yes,” | muttered.

Schaol finally finished and my
brain was totally worn - out. | was
back home. Walked up to my room.
Suddenly, | heard a ‘crash’ noise, |
ran quickly. My framed picture of the
Sri'Lankan cricke! team was broken
with all the glass pieces shattered
on the floor.

"Mo, my picture," | said in devas-
tation.

"Sorry aboul thal. It was an acci-
dent," a voice called. Then some-
one appeared,

“Who are you?" | asked.

| N
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“I'm Jack and I'm, well a ghost,”
he said. "By the way, don't bother
calling anyone else to help you. -
You're the only one who can hear
me and see me,” he said.

"Why am | the only one that can
hear and see you?" | asked.

I don't know", he said. "By the

way, get out of my room," he

demanded,
“It's my room," | boomed,

"Mo, this was my room when |
was alive,” he added.

“What! You lived in this house
when you were alive?" | asked in
astonishment,

“Yeah, with my Dad, Mum and
littte sister Meagan. But | dont

know where they are now,' he
answered,

“James, can you walk the dog?”
Mum asked from downstrairs,

“Yeah, okay," | replied.

“Sarry, | have to walk the dog,” |
tald Jack.

"C'mon Scruffy,” | said while |
grabbed his leash, And off we went
down the strest,

While 1 was walking the dog, a
black cloud was floating on top of
me. Suddenly, a voice called out to
me. "Where is he?"

“Who are you?" | inquired,

"l asked where he i57” the voice
asked again.
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“Where is who?" | asked again.

“‘Don't play funny with me. where
is he?" he asked once more.

"Who?" | shouted.

“If you don't tell ma I'll choke
you,” he threatened.

"I think you're talking to the
wrong person,” | said,

“No, I'm not," he said with confi-
dence,

“Wha, Jack?” | asked.
"Yes," he boomed.
"He's in my room,” | said.

“You better not be lying,” he
shouted. And then he disappeared.
| looked at Scruffy. She was frozen,
She didn't even witch, | tugged at
her leash. She came back alive.”
C'mon Scruff," | said. We reached
home. | left Scruffy in the backyard.
| entered the house. “Did you walk
the dog, James?" Mum asked,

"“Yes," | answered. | ran up to my
room. As | opened the door | heard
a voice call 'help, help.' It was Jack
and the ghost | met while | was
walking Scruffy. He was strangling
Jack. Why was he doing this?
“Stop,” | barked. He let go off Jack.

“It's that little brat | met while he
was walking his dog,” the evil ghost
sneered.

“Why are you doing this?" |
asked.

A

"He's doing this because he was
inthe same school as me, he was a
bully and one day | humiliated him,”
Jack said. :

How did you humiliate him?" |
asked. :

' put & farting thing on his chair
he sat down and it made a farting
noise,” Jack said.

“And everyone laughed," the
evil ghost added.

"That's pretly funny.” | said with
Iaughter.

“How dare you laugh at me?"
the evil ghost barked.

“Who are you talking to,” Mum
interrupted.

“Ah, no one,” | stutterad.

“Well, then do your homework,”
Mum insisted,

“"Okay,” | said. She went out of
the room and smashed the door on
her way.

"Go away you ghost," | shouted.

“My name is Andy," he finished
and disappeared.

“You have to save me James, |
know Andy has got an evil trick up
his sleeves,”" Jack whined.

"I knoow,” | said as | grabbed my
homework book. | started to do my
homework. It was the middle of the
night when | heard a "help me"
naise. | ignored it and wenl back
asleep.

Again, early in the morning |
heard another noise. But this time it
sounded like the evil ghost |
hopped out of my bed. | listenad
carefully. The noise was coming
from the closet. | opened it. There
was a secret passage way. It was
dark. | heard the noise again. "Help
me," It sounded like Jack. | went
inside the closet. Cold air brushed
an face. | followed the path. Now, |
found myself with two passage
ways. "Which way do | go?" | asked
myself. "Let's try right” So | went
inside the right passage way, Al the
end | found myself at a dead end.
“What a waste!" | murmured as |
looked at the wall. | turned around
and headed back. Finally, | reached
the two passage ways again, “Now,
try the left,” | thought. | headed into
the left hole. But once again | found
myself at a dead end, But this time |
could hear Jack. He was calling out
far help. | rested my ear on the wall.
He was with Andy. | putl my hand on
the wall but it just went straight
through, “The wall was an illusion,” |
thought. "A trick.” | walked straight
through the wall. | could see Jack.
Andy was next to him, He had a
knife in his hand. He was going to
kill Jack for such a little matter, My
eyes narrowed on Andy. | ran
towards Jack calling out "stop."

“What are you doing here?"
Andy asked.
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“James,” Jack shouted with
gles,

“Leave him alone" | told Andy.
Then, an idea pooped into my mind.
Jack's a ghost sa the knife would go
straight through him and if he's tied
to a rope he'll be able to walk
straight through it. "Crawl straight
through the rope, Jack,” | shouted,

“What!" he exclaimed.

“Just do it," | shouted once
more. He crawled slraight through
the rape.

It worked, Now RUNI" |
screamed. We ran.

“Come back,” Andy shouted. He
tried to throw the knife at Jack but it
just went straight through him.
MO he screamed. He ran after us,
Bul we're far ahead of him. We
reached the end of the closet
“Hurry up Jack open the door,” |
called. He opened the door. Jack
and | hurried out of the closet. "Lock
it,” | tald him, And Jack did what |
told him. Andy was locked inside.
We both gave each other high fives.
“Thanks James,” Jack said.

“No problem,” | said.

“Now, we won't have to worry
about Andy ever again," | finished,

By Sanjeyan Sivaananthan
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Access to hospitals ............ DIFFIEHL’I
Malnutrition ................... RAMPANT
Medicine ...............ccce...... IN SHORT SUPPLY
Such is the plight of Tamils in NorihEast Sri Lanka
Tens of thousands have been made homeless and destitute in the
MorthEast of Sri Lanka
OVER THE PAST 6 YEARS

= AMAF has been providing assistance towards improving medical and health
facilities in NorthEast (ME) Sri Lanka.

; ® AMAF has financed the establishment and commissioning of the first state of

the arl pathology laboratory in ME Sri Lanka. It has also donated a mobile
¥ray unit, 6 patient transport vehicles, equipment for coronary care unit
(CCU), intensive care unit (ICU} and operating theatre. AMAF has setup a
maobile dental clinic and provided equipment to improve the dental care.

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENGE TO THE HEALTH AND WELLBEING OF OUR PEOPLE
by contributing to AMAF projects.

UPCOMING MAJOR EVENTS FOR THIS YEAR
®  AMAF Clinical Symposium & Charity Banguet (Melbourne) - 11 August 2007

{ = ‘Muththamil Maalai-7' Cultural Program (Sydney) - & December 2007

A anieveeiin 1mGsi1e o &6l Hidub

Australian Medical Aid Foundation Inc (AMAF)

We thank you for continuing your support.

Eunlnhutmﬂ could be made to the AMAF by drawing a cheque in favour of

‘Australian Medical Aid Foundation Inc’
Poslal address; 5 Moble Avenue, Strathfield, NSW 2135
Telephone: (02) 9642 4860 or 0417 277 B62Z
For further informalion, visit www_amal.ong
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