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No Sign

It was midday and 1 was
playing a video game, ‘Fifa 07." 1
was so engrossed in the game
that my eyes were fixed on the
T.V. “Do you want to come
shopping with me?"" asked Mum.

I didn’t answer.

Then Mum repeated, “Do you
qant to come shopping with me?”

“I don’t know!” 1 replied
without looking at Mum.

“Oh, | forgot. You have to
come. Dad is going to his
friend’s house.”

“Can | go with Dad?" 1 asked.

“No, because some of the
people there are four times your
age,” Mum said as she grabbed
the car keys.

I got dressed and jumped into
the car. Then I leaned over and
put some rap music on full blast.
“T like that. Just put that back,”

the radio blasted. Mum hopped
into the car and put the key into
the ignition and turmed the rap
music off. “Oh, Mum.” I whined.

“Lets put some country music
on,” Mum said with glee.

“Mum, you always put country
music on, It should be my turn,”
I complained.

“No, you always put your
music on,” Mum said. Then Mum
started up the car with a brum
and off we went through the silent
road.

Finally, we reached the shops.
1 swung the door open and hopped
out, Mum and 1 walked to the
entrance of the shop. When 1
was in the shop noise filled my ear.
First we went to Woolworths.
When we entered | told Mum
“that I would be at the lollie sec-
tion.” So | ran as fast as T eould to
lollie section.

Mum went to the patisserie
section. A few minutes later [
finished looking at the lollies
and ran to the patisserie section



seolenu 53 [ gy 2007 [ 34

which T thought Mum would be in. She wasn’t there. My heart was
thumping.. “Where’s Mum?” [ asked myself. I did a slow three -
sixty turn while looking for Mum. She was nowhere in sight. I was
shaking like jelly. My pupils grew bigger as | searched for Mum. I
was running everywhere as if 1 was lost in the Amazon. People
were staring at me as if [ was running for exercise. I searched
alley by alley trying to look for Mum. | thought Mum was going
home leaving me here in this massive shop.
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I'kept looking but she was nowhere. I stood still in one spot trying ———

to think where Mum could be but bad thoughts rushed through
my mind. Then, in a flash [ rushed to the counter to see if she was
there and yes she was. All my nervous feelings flowed away when |
quickly ran to Mum. I looked at her face.
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Thls huuk 15 r:cm:cmn.d with the Tamils who lived in Sri Lanka in the early
centuries ofits history and with the wnluuon of an ethnic community spe.alr.:mg the
Tamil language in the Northern, North Western and Eastern regions of the
island, whose dascendents in mudem times perceive themselves as a.n elhule
identity that is different fmm the Tamils of South India, as well as nther gruups :
in Sri Lanka. P : Jory A ;_ﬁi.

He continues,... Historians have teur:te.d to base their writings on t’ﬁe‘- S
assumption that the peup]e of the [sland at the dawn of history were Sinhalese
and that at a later time; the Tu.mlls and uther communities t:un:u: to share the
country. Sri Lanknn h1stuﬂngmph}' of the ]Bth and the early 20th century. is
responsible for this over 31n1p11ﬁr:at10n of the anmcnt history of Sri Lanka.

Further the historian in him says: My aim here is to explore the past in order
to understand how the Tamils of Sri Lanka (as well as the Sinhalesce) came to
be what they are. Their political claims that led to the current conflict are to be

Evintion dfitha Toenticy, The Tamily of it Lanka & 90 DOE (1200 judged in terms of accepted universal Human Rights and not in terms of their

CE. He says: past in the Island. The deeper one delves into Sri Lankan history, the more will

[n times of human conflict, whether communal, national or international, one find how much the Tamils and Sinhalese have shared history and culture
History together with its sister discipline of Archeology is always amaong the

| first casualitics.

and common descento.....,

............... This book is written for the purpose of drawing atlention to some

The importance of this statement is felt, when he quotes the latest report
(February, 2003) of an archeological find, an wm, wWith writing in a very rudimentary
Tamil - Brahmi Script - belonging to 500 BC, unearthed at Adichchanallur in
the Thirunelvely District in South India. (A report that reached him after his
work had been handed over to the publishers). “As long as excavation work
remains undone, much thai is relevent to our study, will be wanting”, were his

of the important aspects of Sri Lanka’s past. 1t is written for the Sri Lankan
audience, and for this reason detailed notes and quotations have been included,
as articles in International Journals as well as foreign publications are not casily
accessible to the average reader......

He rejects the colonial historical writings that identified the Sinhalese with
the Aryans and the Tamils with the Dravidians, and thereby nullifies the “purity’ of
waords in his thesis published forty vears ago in 1965, races.

Fle conlinngs 4 coterite Bih 0.t beglk, " The Shesis It is fascinating how the eight chapters in the book are titled - from ancient

times to 1200 AD - showing the birth, growth, and development of the two eth-

——— w— mg—

: was completed in the early 60s. Needless to say that
' THI:. E\"OI.I.J'I‘IdN ' dissertation is now completely out of date.”

nic groups,
:;l D Indrapala’s dedicated research during these
forty odd years throws light on many issues of the
ETHNIC couniry's past history, some hitherto misconstrued - to
IDENTITY quote his words:

Book review Dy
Parasakthi Suntharalingam
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l. The Common Gene Pool

2 Conception and Birth

3. Imaginary Ancestors

4. Two Little Siblinps

5 Grﬂwing up

6 Emerging Personalities :
7. Reaching Adulthood

B. The Joint Achievers

Accurdmg to the above chapters, the Tamils and Sinhalese have descended
from common ancestors and through a process of language replacement (a the-

ory popularized by archeologist Renfrew) the ‘North Indian Prakrit dialects
spread among the vast majority of the people paving the way for the evolution
of the Sinhala language, while Tamil became the language of the North, North
West, and East of the [sland leading to the emergence of Sri Lankan Tamil.”
Both could not have happened simultaneously - Tamil is an ancient language
with a rich literature by the time the North Indian Prakrit dialects spread in the
country. Therefore it is the older of the twao - this should have been emphasised.

The last chapter aptly titled *Joint Achievers’ clears many a historical mis-
conception. The author proves the harmonious relationship that existed between
the Tamils and the Sinhalese during the Polannaruwa Period (11th and 12th cen-
tury) when they jointly achicved great heights in architecture, sculpture,
hydraulic engineering, trade, literature, and the fine arts. According to him,
“The reign of Vijayabahu ushered in a period of remarkable partnership
between the Sinhalese and the Tamils. And there is no room for interpreting the
war against the Colas as a Sinhalese - Tamil conflict.”

It is interesting to read about the very close relations that had existed
between Tamil Buddhism and Sinhalese Buddhism from wvery carly times and
the benevolent religious policy of the Cola Emperors for the Tamil contribution
of Buddhism in the Island. There is evidence to show that Tamil was taught at
all the Pirivinas and Buddhist monks were very well versed in bath Tamil and

Sinhala. The author continues to explain how at a much later period when

e e % iy, T et

meoienu 53 1 i 2007 0O 71

" Saivaism became the religion of the Tamils and Buddhism of the Sinhalese,

religion, in addition to language, became a marker of ethnic identity.

While tracing the growth of the two ethnic groups he concludes,

A complete bifurcation of the Island into Tamil speaking and Sinhala
speaking areas would have taken place only after 1200, especially with the fall

of Polannaruwa and the establishment of a new centre of Sinhalese power-in
the South West...

In this book, the narration of the historical development leading to the
emergence of two separate ethnic identities ends in 1200. But the story does
not end there - the dawn of the 13th century marks the begmnmg of the polit-
ical separation of the two groups.

“The manner in which history is being “used” in fighting contemporary
issnes is a matter for concern’, is this historian’s regret.

He quotes historian Hobsbawn,

[t is very important for historians to remember their resposibility, which is
above all to stand aside from the passions of identity politics even if we feel
them also - after all we are human beings too...

It would be appropriate to quote the author’s words at the concluding pas-
sage of the book,

Anyone turning such a fascinating story of ethnic interaction in a hos-
pitable Island with an exceptionally long record of human habitation into a

woeful tale of communal conflict and confrontation is surely misinterpreting
history for whatever purposes it be,

Prof. Indrapala’s book has come at a critical period in the history of Sri
Lanka, when the two cthnic groups are at the ‘parting of ways’, Is it A HAR-

BINGER OF PEACE or has it arrived rather late?

Thanis to Pathvvakal com, Puthinam. com
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