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4755 Homelife/Future Reaity Inc.,Brokerage,

% 7 Eastvale Drive Unit 205 , Markham, L3S 4N8
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MICHAEL TAYLOR
A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION
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Nallur Kanthaswamy Temple

Lord Murugan is a very popular deity amongst Sri Lankans.
Nallur Kanthaswamy temple is now one of the most sumptuous
temples in the Jaffna peninsula. The entire population here hold
this temple’s presiding deity in great veneration as it confers it
gracious blessings to all genuine devotees. The temple is very ancient
and numerous opinions prevail as to its origin. One source indicates
that the step son of the Kotte King Parackramabahu-VI, named
Chenpahap Perumal (Sapumal Kumaraya) created a new city in
Nallur in AD 1450 and ruled the place as Sri Sangabothi
Buwanekabahu (Sinhala name) and that it was this king who built
the original Nallur Kanthaswamy Kovil. Reference made to “Sri
Sangabothi Buwanekabahu™ in the Temple Song (Kaddiam) confirms
this; so is it stated. The temple was then built in accordance with
agamic injunctions and dedicated to Lord Subramaniya. Later in
1478, King Singhai Pararayasekeran who rueld from Nallur made
innovative improvements to the temple. The philosophic significance
indicates that when one transcends the limitations of the waking,
dream and deep sleep, you reach the fourth state called Thuriya -
the super conscious state of transcendence; immersed in bliss. This
is symbolized by Subramaniya. Holding a Spear, he declares the
destruction of the soul’s vasanas (desires) and enables the devotee
to attain divine state. His mount or vahana the peacock the most
beautiful of all birds signifies vanity; the blue colour signifies infinity
eg. Sky, Ocean. The term murugan’ means youth, beauty and
fragrance. He was born of the Thejas of Lord Siva. His flag carries
the emblem of the cock — the harbinger of dawn. Thus signifying
youthfulness. Subramania is always depicted as a child or a youth
—even in his pose of renunciation. He is worshipped as Gnanasakthi.
His consorts Valliamma and Theivanai are only a detailed version
of this concept of Gnanasakthi. He can confer on his devotees
knowledge and bliss eternal. He is the supreme consciousness that
controls the three functions of cognition, conation and affection.
His Gnanasakthi, the Javelin occupies the sanctum in Nallur
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Kanthaswamy temple. In history, myth, legend and lore the Peacock
symbolism carries portents of: nobility, Holiness, Guidance,
Protection and watchfulness. The beautiful and dramatic tail
plumage of the Peacock has made it a symbol of majesty and divinity
in many cultures. It also represents benevolence, patience, kindness,
compassion good luck, prosperity, beauty and peace. Besides it is
considered generally to be a good omen. The Peacock dances in
ecstasy on the approach of showers Peacocks are said to have the
ability of consuming poisonous plants and venomous snakes which
makes colours all the more vibrant and beautiful. Just as one who
conquers the evils of a poisonous mind from greed, hatred, attachment,
desire, lust and rage achieve path of liberation and purity.

Jaffna went under three separate South Indian Kingdoms. It was
first ruled by the Cholas, then it became a vassal state of the Pandyas
and thereafter it was ruled by Vigayanagara Kingdom. The
commander of Pandyan troops Ariyachakravarthy took over Jaffna
under Pandyan suzerainty. When Pandyan power declined with
the rise of the Viyaganaka empire Jaffna became an independent
state under the successors of Ariyachakrawarthies. Then it went
under Portugeese rule.

The Jatfha Kingdom came to a partial end in 1561 AD and
toacomplete end in 1621 AD, when Sankili the second, an usurper
to the throne was removed by the Portuguese to Goa, and was
promptly hanged. Nallur convention of 1618, whereby Eclam Tamil
sovereignty passed to the Portuguese Throne by the pledge of
allegiance made by the nobility of Tamil Eelam, afer defeat in battle
and the death of King Sangili Il to King Philip [11 of Spain, in his
capacity as King of Portugal. In 1620 Philip De Oliviera, who
defeated Sangili completely destroyed the Nallur Kanthaswamy
Temple leaving no trace of'its existence. The Portuguese came to
Sri Lanka more by accident than by design. When they returned
thirteen years later, in 1518, they came to trade. Ottoman Turks
were their rivals, Both had armed merchant men roaming the Indian
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Ocean to protect their interests. The Renaissance and modernism
entered this part of the world through the Europeans. The 6%
century was a turning point in the history of Hinduism in Ceylon,
the arrival of the Portuguese was a historic event of epochal
proportions. All traces of Hinduism were exterminated in the Tamil
districts; Hindu Temples were sacked and razed to the ground.
Vishnu Dewalaya in Devinuwara (1575) and Shiva temples at
“Thirekoneswaram (1601) and Munneswaram (1576) were other
important temples that were sacked. Worst acts of desecration
pillage and destruction of God’s images in and out of temples and
vandalism of the Portuguese fanatics occurred some seven centuries
ago.

Holy shrines are rightly venerated as nuclear centers of
spiritual power. A shrine that houses an icon of God is a sacred
place which should not be profaned or vandalized. The
transcendental reality that forms the core of religions connot be
converted except trivially into the physical reality of an icon. While
the truth functions as a strong moral and spiritual force that can
energize society, icons can only stimulate emotions which adds
superficial intensity which is ultimately supported by intellectual
assent. Permanence of faith in God heroically faces the
impermanence of the transitory world.

Objects of worship among Hindus are human representations
of the Supreme spirit in the form of images. Man finds it easier to
commune with a humanized God. Worshippers generally establish
a definite relationship with the deity. In mental worship the devotee
regards his heart as the seat of the deity. In external worship the
worshipper places his heart on the image, before him, which has
been beautifully decorated with flower garlands and jewellery looking
upon the image as the living God. Rituals and ceremonial worship
form the first steps of symbolic worship. Upasanai and Dhiyanam
or meditation and it is these that lead to Gnanam. It is idle to pretend
that one can attain supreme knowledge or Gnanam at one leap
without passing through the preparatory stages of symbolic worship.

- Continue next issue
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