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| wouldn't do justice to Maruthoor Ghani's collection of shart
stories, Mun Poonaikalum Eli Pidikkum' ( 'Even clay cats can
catch rats'} if| do not analyse each individual stery herein, In
terms of context, content, structure, style, languase, etc..

However, in view of the exigencies of time to read these
stories at short notice and write my comments, | can cnly
generalise my statements on the book.

It is evident that the writer documents slices of the life inan
artistic manner from the proletarian point of view. He is of the
viewy that “literature after all is nothing but concealed politics.”
Neverthelles, the bloodline in all his stories is the ebbing of
humanism', because he cortends that literature is the soul of
the human kindl.




Coming from the South - Eastem region of Srilanka, Maruthoor
Ghani captures almost successfully the actualities of the
agonising life of the down-trodden. He is ocut and cut a
progressive Marxist writer with a deep concern for the
people at large; butwith a fine artistic expression. Maruthoor
Ghani, being a poet does know the power of the words and
so does he execute his thoughts and feelings in appropriate
diction.

What is more, Ghan, as another artistic writer Yuoganathan
says, has a "dramatic sense” in portraying characters. This
gives an added dimension to Ghani's stories, His style is that
of a painter and gives pleasure to the reader In discovering
nuances.

For want of an anthology of his stories, Ghani has not been
rightly considered as a fine short story writer from the East.
With the availability of this collection historians of Sri Lankan
literature cannot ignore Maruthoor Ghani any more.

Here is awriter with a profound consciousness of the human
society. and he delights the reader with his fine sense of the

craft of short story writing,
K.S.SIVAKUMARAN

21, Murugan Place

Colombo - 06 August. 08. 1999
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