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ALVAAYOOR KAVIGNAR
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The late M. Ghelliah, poet, pandit, wit, reformer, was
one of the first fruits of the stirring of discontent in the
hearts of Jaffna’s under-privileged, In Vathiry near Alvay
there is an articulate group of Minority Tamils, whose first
spokesman was Sooran, a devout Saivite, vegetarian and
Gandhiite. He realised that education was the key to emaneci-
pation of his people and founded a school — the Thevarayali
Saiva Vidyasalai (now Thevarayali Hindu College), - 1 do not
know the legal position. But I do know that he was the mov-
ing spirit behind the school and compaign against the caste
disabilities in the area was spearheaded by Sooran and his
associates. Chelliah grew up under Sooran’s wings and _when
the Youth Congress was active, Chelliah identified himself
with its programme. Although he and his people had good



tause to embittered, Chelliah, though deeply concerned,
lected to walk in Gandhi’s footsteps, practising the soft
nswer technpigue.

His literary efforts began in the days of Eelakesari
‘and at the time of his death, he had secured for himself an
assyred position as one of Jaffna’s outstanding writers. His
collection of poems’ entitled Waxing Moon (eseri9smm) had
it inauguration {9raGspms) in 1952 and it was on that Geeas-
i3 ion that the veteran scholar Navancetha Krishna Bharathiyar
iR conferred on him the title of Kavignar (sfla57). Althongh
well versed in Pandit lore and could on occasion display
the linguistic legerdemain Punditry, the reader to whom
he addressed his verse was often the child or the average
/literate person. '
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