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RAJINI:

A MARTYR’S DEATH

I do not know how theologians
define a: martyr but, as a layman,
I would say that the word denotes
a person who is prepared to literally
sacrifice his or her life and does
lay down his or her life for deeply
held. beliefs and convictions. These
beliefs and convictions need not

nccessarily be religious in a conven-
tional. or formal sense.

The question then arises, what
did Rajini believe in? Nothing
human: was alien to her. She was
deeply: committed in her heart to

Apd when [ rise
Again from the dead
Let me, I pray,
Be -accompanied
By the spirit of man.
(emphasis minen)
— Hugh Macdiarmid
I Heard Christ Sing

human emancipation and human
dignity. Anything that tended to
rob humanity of its inherent dignity

and deprive it of freedom, she
considered intolerable.  Permitting
another person’s humanity and

freedom to be violated or keeping
silent when this  happened, was
tantamount to losing one’s own
humanity. That is why unlike cow-
ardly intellectuals who chose silence
to death when it came to a crunch
she chose to speak up and be
counted whenever and wherever she
encountered injustice and oppression
though :he knmew full well that by
doing so she was putting her life
in danger.

Like John Donne, Rajini believed
that
No man/ woman is an island.
Ask npot for whom the bell tolls,
It tolls for thee.

Naturally, establishments of all
kinds felt uncomfortable when
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Rajini was around because she would
start probing beneath the surface, so
someone decided she had to  be
silenced, like others before her.

The bullet wounld answer the :

whiplashing pen and tongue.

And the heinous
committed on 2nd September 1989
when she was returning home after
attendiog to official work.

| mentioned above that others
before her had been silenced to
use the euphemism in vogue. So
what was special about Rajini that
we should be commemorating her
life and work through a series of
Commemoration meetings and the
publication of a Commemoration
yolume?

It’s certainly mot the fact ihat
she was a doctor, and an intellectual.
There bave been doctors and
doctors,  intellec mals and intelle—
ctuals, some of them perbaps more
accomplished than Rajini in their own
speciaiised field. But the world and
the community are hardly likely to
mourn them when they pass away
or commemorate them after their
death.

Rajini was a multi — faceted
but well — integrated and dynamic

. personality who believed in savo-

uring life to the full. Unlike some
revolutionaries who love humanity
in the abstract buf can’t stand the
sweat and stink of concrete human
beings she deeply cared for other
human beings Her concerd and
compassion transcended all barriers
of caste, creed, race, status and

. rooted in
crime wa

gender. Her dedication to work, her

social activism and commitment
and her thoroughgoing radicalism
Wwere  noi merecerebral]  poses.

They were a natural extension of
her central be)iefs about life and
humanity. And these beliefs were
the Christianity into

‘which she was born and brought up:

that’s why I have chosen Macdiarmid’s
lines as the epigraph. However, as
far as I know, she never aggressi-
vely proclaimed her Christianity
or try to make converts. Like
Macdiarmid Rajini rejected ‘half way
measures and craven reconciliations*

The senseless manner in which
she was gunncd down in the prime
of her life, before the bloom and
idealism ot youth had faded, has
deprived Jaffna University of a de-
dicated and distinguished intellectual
and the community of a  highly
sensitive  conscience  which  was
justifiably and thoroughly revolted
by the murder and mayhem rampant
now.

The palmyra is an apt symbol
of Jaffna. It symbolises Rajini even
more aptly.

The palmyra may be broken
Pm no one can prevent the sprout-
ing up of a palmyra grove.

Arin

i

Palmyras grow not singly but
in groves.

A. J. Canagaratna
(An expanded version of a talk
given at the Dr. Rajini Thiranagama
Commemoration meeting held on 2 nd
October 1989 at Kailasapathy' Audi-
torium, University of Jaftna.)
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Mrs. Padma
Ranasinghe
(Commissioner of
Probation & Child
Care Services)

Child Labour cannot be considered as a new phenomeno,
in the society for the working children have been in existence
in every country for centuries. The children who are the
would be responsible citizens in the society get an informal
training in household activities while they are being brought
up by parents or custodians. No sensible person will object
to this by which process any mnormal child will learn to
develop self confidence, to share the responsibility and to
make a contribution either to his or her family or to the
community. One can argue that it is in the interest of a
child to attend to some kind of work rather than idle. Is
it what is meant by the term ‘Child Labour’? The answer
is in the negative. The term ‘Child Labour’® bears a negative
connotation. It is usually considered a phenomenon that
ought to be eliminated. Some times it is linked with
exploitation. Whea it disrupts child's educationr and when it
is hazardous to his health and development it is treated as
Child Labour - that should be abolished.

Those who are ready to exploit human labour will have
a preference for child employees. The fact that the child
workers are not organized and that they do not have a
bargaining power is a privilege for the employer. Cheap
labour will make his profits more attractive and he will be
free from the demands of the workers. Unfortunately he
cannot appreciate the fact that the exploitation of child
labour will hamper both physical and mental development of
the working children. He is aware that it is improper and
immoral to go for cheap Ilabour and he is totally
inconsiderate about the damage caused to their growth.
That is why itis so difficull to eliminate child labour from
our society.

There has been a greater awareness about the rights of
the children that has led to the formulation of npecessary
legislation in various countries to safeguard their ' interests.
United Nation’s working group bas drafted a convention on
the rights of the child that covers all the important aspects
which are necessary for the unhampered development of the
child. This draft convention is being taken up by 'the
General Assembly of the United Nations for approval of
the international community.



Sri Lanka has also been
conscious about the needs and the
rights  of the <children and has
dintroduced npecessary legislation to
safeguard their = interests. Our
constitution declares that the state
shall promote with special care the
interests of children and youth, so
as to ensure their full development,
physical, mental, moral, religious
and social ‘and to protect them
from exploitation and discrimination.
A Children’s Charter has been
‘drafted few years ago and has to

be finalised within a few months
‘time.

Legal protection has been
provided to our children by number
of legal ‘enactments. Some of the
outstanding ‘laws are as follows :

(i) The 'Children and young
persons Ordinance No.48 of
1939 -as amended ;

(ii) ‘Adoption Ordinance No, 24
of 1941 as amended ;

(ili) The orphanages Act No.22
of 1941 as amended;

(iv) Employment of women and
young persons and Children

Act No.47 of 1956 as
amendrd.

Under the Children and young
.person ordinance Children under the
'ageof twelve years should not be
employed and under the Employment
of Women and Young Person and
Children Ordinance the minimum
age for employment is raised to
14 years. Under both thsse acts
- ‘provisions have been made :

(a) to protect the working
children from exploitation
and bodily injuries, and,
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«b) to allow them to continue
their education withont heing
disrupted.

It is prohibited to tax them too
much as over strain hampers their
growth. Following provisions of th
Employment of Women, Youn
Persons and Children indicate th
broad coverage provided for th
safety.

No child shall be employed :

(a) before the close of school
hours on any day on which
he is '‘required to attend
school, or,

(b) at any time between 8 p m.
and 6 a.m., or,

(c) for more than two hours
on any day on which he
is required to attend
school, or

(d) for more than two hours
on any Sunday, or,

(e) to Lft, carry or move any-
thing so heavy as to be likely
to cause injury to him, or

(f) in any occupation likely to
be injurious to his life, limb,
health or education regard
being had to his physical
condition and mno child
shall engage or be employed
in street trading.

The actual legal provision
differ according to the nature of
work in each economic sector.
With regard to industrial under -
takings, Children below twelve are
totally prohibited from  working,
Children between twelve ‘and fourteen
may be employed in family under-
takings provided they belong to the
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family which maintains the under-
taking, and if the undertaking is
not of a dangerous nature not
involving street hawking. Children
between fourteen and fifigen. in
addition may work in industrial
undertakings provided they receive
a licence from an authorised officer
stating that the training would not
be injurious to the health of the
trainee. Children under the age of
sixteen cannot work at night in an
industrial undertaking unless it is a
family undertaking or an industrail
untertaking or an unforseen
emergency. In the latter case again

permission from an authorised officer
is required.

The law is not so strict with
regard to the agricultural sector.
As a general rule, children under
the age of fourteen are not
permitted to work in agro-industries
specially if the work is injurious te
the health. However, there are no
restrictions on children working in

the fields provided they are not
employed during school hours.

Restrictions have been  laid
down in Children and Young Persons
Ordinance on children taking part
in entertainment and  training for
performances of a dangerous nature.
It is an offence the cause or
encourage seduction or prostitution
of a girl under sixteen, to allow
persons under sisteen to be in
brothels and to cause orprocure
persons under sixteen to beg and
giving excisable articles to children
under five. When the above
mentioned restrictions are examined
it is evident that a wide range of
provisions have been included in
the relevent Ordinance to safeguard

children’s  interssts.  But npew
amendments to the relevant laws
may be necessary to suit the changing
needs of the society and to tackle
the new forms of child abuse and
child labour. For exemple, I would
like to mention just one aspect of
child labour, i.e prostitution which
is not tackled by the existing laws,
Nesertheless if the existing laws are
enforced strictly it is possible to
reduce child labour tremendously.
There are wvarious forces which
hamper the strict enforcement of the
laws pertaining to child labour.
This set back is experienced not

only in this country but also in
almost all parts of the world.

Most prevalent form of child
labour can be found in the domestic
service. Most of the girl domestics
are abused and thrown into a gloomy
future. Some girls of this catagory

end up as prostitutes. The only
avenue open for them was prostitution.

I have come across quite a number
of youug village girls who have got
children out of wedlock. They have
divulged to me that the babies
were the outcome of domestic
service. Some female children in
domestic service run away when
they cannot tolerate ill treatment
any more and get caught to Police.

It is a common sight in Sri-
Lanka to see the child conductors

in private buses, The number of

children hawking on the pavement
has also increased  considerably.

Many boys are employed as boy
prostitutes in tourist hotels.
According to Mr. Tim Bars who
has made a survey on this menace
the situation has risen to alarming

levels. Another catagory of children
are engaged in drug trafficking.



_Elimination  of child labour
cannot be achieved within a short
period. There should be a long term
well formulated plan to achieve this
objective. One of the first measures
that should be taken in this direction
is to dgvelop awareness campaigns.

There scems to be no disagree-
ment that poverty is the main cause
of child labour, It cannst be denied
that the growth and further develp-
ment of production processes based
on capitalism has magnified the
problem. This does not mean that
the children are not employed in
the rural agricultural sector. Although
child labour is in existance in the
rural agricultural sector the number
employed is relatively small. When
the population  growth and the
needs of evergrowing children cannot
be - matched with resources, that
‘imbalance will also lead to more

child ‘labour. The children  from .

broken families or undesirable
environments and those who  are
abandoned also tend to join the
child labour force. Some, parents
see their children as an income
source to the family and encourage
them to work and share the famiiy
responsibility. Some other catagory
of parents are deceived by the

middle: men who  supply domestic

servants to the affluent and middle
class families in the cities. Those
parents give the children away
of the promises for bright prospects
for the ehildren who will finally
become the  innocent victims of the
game. Now it is evident that the
child - Labour is not caused by one
single factor but js the resnlt of
wvarietyof .factors.
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It is a must to colleat al'
necessary information about. child
jabour in Sri Lanka: No - proper
islandwide survey has been conducted
to assess the magnitude of the
problem. From the sample surveys
conducted it can be assessed that
there may be about 400,000 workin
children at present out of 3,675.12
children between 5 -14.! Compulsor

universal education is a major st

that should be iaken to
child lobour . Strict enforcement
laws should be accompanied by
wide range of

combat

of
a

measures covering

child welfare, income generation and

family welfare.

As there are number of State

and Non - governmental

Agencies

dealing with child welfare. A collective
effort to eliminate child labour will

be a meaningful step in the i
direction,
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