


We Tamils are a Nation

“We maintain that Tamils and Sinha-
lese are two major nations by any defini-
tion or test as a nation. We are a nation
of 3.5 million, and what is more, We area
nation with our own distinctive culture and
.civilization, language and literature, art and
architecture, names and nomenclature, sense of
values and proportion, legal laws and moral
codes, customs and Calendar, history and
traditibns, aptitudes and ambitions, in short, '
we have our own distinotive outiook -on
lifg and of life. By all the canons of inter-
national law, we are a nation.”™*

»*The text is entirely that of Mr. Mohomed Ali Jinnah,
except that the communitics and the fpares have been
appropriately altered.

The Sinhalese must remember what Gandhi said

“No one chained a slave without chaining himself
and-no nation kept ancther in Subjection without her-
self turning into a subject nation” (Collected works
of pandhi Vol 48 page 222.)
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tainty lacks the conditions in which culture and civilization:
can take their rise. The normadic is one of the lowest
stages of civilization. A great handicap to the political
development of the Jews has been that they have not
united to build up a fatherland: for themselves. The
country is to a nation what the body is to the individual.
It is necessary for its self expression”?
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have ever undertaken in your life since the fall of the
moghal empire’. :
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~agreed that in the matter of colonization schemes' the

powers of the Regional councils shall include the power
to select allottees to whom lands within their area of
authority shall be alicnated and also power to select
personnel to be employed for work on such schemes
The position regarding the area at present administered by

-the Gal—oya Board in this matter requires consideration”
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“The instrument of colonization should not be used
to convert the Northern and Eastern provinces into
Sinhalese majority areas or in any other manner 1o the

_detriment of the Tamil—speaking people of those areas”
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“Mr. Senanayake further agreed that in the gramling

of land under colonization schemes the following priorities
be observed in the Northern and Eastern provincess.

r . .

(a) Lands in the Northern and Eastern provinces should
be in the first instance be granted to landless persons
in the district.

(b} Secondly to Tamil speaking persons resident in the
Northern and Eastern provinces and.

(¢} Thirdly to other citizens of Ceylon preference
being- given to Tamil citizens in the rest of the
istand.
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1624 *“when de Sa started on this enterprise. The site selected.

was the lofty headland of Konesar Malai, which connected with
the main land by an isthumus where the town lay. Three temples
occupied the promontory one at the base, and one half way up,
while the summit, rising 400 feet above the sea, was Crowned by
the most renowned of all, as one of the five Isparam or resi-
dences of Siva, this was a centre of great veneration even be-
yond what its magnificience and wealth entitled it to. And this
was destroyed to make way for a triangular fort of stone and
mortar which commanded the entrance to the bay.”
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Jt seems almost incredible wrote Mr. C, M. Lushington
Assistant Government Agent, Trincomalee in 1898 and that
4 visitor might spend a year in any part of Ceylon without
ever seeing a Sinhalese man and yet this might happen to a
visitor to Trincomalee, where the Sinhalese are fewer than the
French or German at Hastings or Scarborough.
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It seems incredible he added that there should be any
town in Ceylon where vou could not find thirty men speaking
the Sinhalese yet this is true of Trincomalee,

In the 1901 census there were 532 low country simhalese
and 671 Kandyan sinhalese in the Trincomalee district out of
a total of 28,441 persons. At that time Ceylon and Indian
Tamils were bracketed together and they numbered 17,069
persons, with the moors of whom there were 8,258 persons
being the second largest group.

In the 1911 census the number of low country simhalese
actually decreased to 383 while there was a slight increasc in
Kandyaa sinhalese to 755. The Tamil group increased by 17.

In the 1921 census Mr. L.J. B. Turner pointed out that
the had been an increase in population in intercensal period
due to immigration from Jaffna owing to a boom in Tobacco
in Trincomalee in 1890, while a drop in the percentage in-
crease between 1891 and 1901 as compared with the previous
decade was due to failure of the crop. A further drop bet
ween 1901 and 1911 was due to the closure of the naval
dockyard in 1905. There was a subsequent pickup in popuia-
tion when work on the Railway to Trinco started.

The Tamils remained predominantly the largest group in
Trincomalee until towards the end of the First half of the
present century.

Sir Arthur Ranasinghe in the 1948 census report wrote
that compared with the 1921 statistics the 1946 figures show
that Ceylon Tamils though still the most numerous had lost
their preponderance in the district, amounting to only 46 1%
as against 53.2 at the 1921 census.

Sir Arthur added on the other hand, the low country
sinhalese who comprised only 2.3% in 1921 had now increased
their proportion to as much as 14.7% Kandyan Sinhalese
were 6% as against 2.1% in 1921. (In- Trincomalee town as.
against district, the low country Sinhalese were the second
largest group, for the whole district.
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The Ceylon Tamils remained the larges: single group i
the census of 1953 conducted by Mr. H. E. Peries who observed
however that although they were the most numerous their
proportion to the total population had been static where as
there were increases in the cases of the low country Sinhalese
and Kandyan Sinhalsee, moors, Burghers and Eurasianas.

A narrowing of the gap between Tamils and Sinhalese
(whose numbers have increased owing to colonisation
scheme) is seen in the figures for Trincomalee district in
the 1963 census. The total number of Ceylon Tamils was
51,060 while the total number of low country and
Kandyan Sinhalese was 39,950. The Ceylon moors however
remained the second largest group of 41,950.

all races Trincomalee Trinco. Trinco.

total Population Sinhalese (L. C) Kandyan Sin

1881 22,197 935 —
1891 25,745 1,109 —
1901 28,441 532 671
191} 29,755 383 755
1921 34,112 768 733
1946 75,926 11,191 4,515
1953 - 83,917 10,262 5,034
1963 138,553 22,002 17,923
1971 191,989 29,008 26,300
1898 - &
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Tamiis were in Ceylon before anya was
born says Sir Paul Pieris:

“Ft will be seen that that the Village of Kantharodai has
no reason to be ashamed of its contribution to our knowledge
regarding the ancient history of our island. It stands to
reason that a country which is only 30 miles from India and
which would have been seen by Indian fisherman every morn-
ing as they sailed out to catch their [ish would have been
OCCllplE:d as soon as the coniinent was peopled by men who
understood how to sail. [ suggest that the north of Ceyion
was a flourishing settlement before Vijava was born I consi-
der it as proved that at any rate such was its condition before
the commencement of the Christian era.”

The Antiquity of Tamil Culture in Ceylon
“Tamil culture has existed in the Island [rom {ime
immemorial. All the time weight of geologizal,anthropological,
historical lterary and linguistic evidenca point to the exist-
enge in Cevlon of a ,cﬂpie with mu&l and cultural affinities
with the inhabitants of South India.’
Fr. Guapprakasar

Mahavamsa itseif recognizes the existence
of Tamil people before the arrival of
Vijaya

The Mahavamsa too 5uppobc a pre-Boddhist period in
Ceylon when the religion of the people was Hindusim. The
story of Elara’s reign, and the statement that Dutthagamini bad
overpou.crcd thirty-two Danala Kkings, and ruled  over
Lanka in single sovereignity, confirms the fact that we are
the sons of this soil.

llam was the earliest name for Ceylon

says Father Gnanapragasar !

“Fraom ancienl times Ceylon as a whole comprising the
respeceive parts now occupied by the Sinhalese and the
Tamils were know by the name llam or Ila WNade (later

corrupted by Eurepeans as Illanar) and the old language of

the island was also known as llam corrupted  later as Elw.
These facts should have one to conclude prima facie that,
in the earliest times, Ilam was occupied. at least in the mam,
by a Tamil speaking people, These conclusions will be
further corroborated if it is admitfed that the original inhabit-
ants of Ceylon were {rom Souih India”™*

*Refie— Ceylon orignally a Land of Dravidians Fr.
Gunandpiragasr - Tamil Culture Vol I No. Feb. 1952,
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