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Kalliyankattuc Ceppétukal —
(The Kalliyankatu Copper Plates)
Part | by Sellathurai Gunasingam
of the University of Ceylon, Peradeniya.

A copper plate in Tamil, dated A. D. 1722, is edited in
this work. This copper plate records a grant to a temple inn
at Cidambaram (Tamilnadu State, India) by certain Vanni
chieftains and their officials in memory of Kayilaya Vagx_niyax__l_,
a chiefrain of Papankamam (a region in the Vavuniya District).
This copper plate is now in the possession of Mr. S. Sivakolunthu
of Kalliyankatu, Jaffna District.

Printed in Kandy at the National Printers. >
November 1970.
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“I will now proceed to treat of the other stations. But before
doing so I must strongly commend to you the newly appointed Wannia,
Don Anthony Colesegra, as a faithful and diligent subject of the
Company, although last year he had the misfortune of incurring the
displeasure of the Commandeur of Jaffnapatnam. This was chiefly on
account of the disclosure he made to me with regard to the rebellious
Wannias, a matter referred to already. These disclosures (in writing) were
handed to me in the presence of Captain Beeckman and the Secretary
de Haan, and he showed therein not only hew harshly he had been
treated by the Commandeur during his detention in Jaffnapatnam, but
he also pointed out the comparatively easy means by which the rebels
might be captured in their smuggling coves. To all appearance a great
deal more advantage might have been derived from the information
obtained by those who were entrusted with the execution of his work,
if this man had not been constantly mistrusted and suspected, and if
the expedition had been carried out in a more suitable manner.”
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¢ The collection of -these village dues was entrusted to Recebedores
(Collectors) and Adigar, and as usual the system had been abused. The
number of collectors was unnecessarily large, and as each of them tried
to create new charges of his own, there was much oppression. No clear
rules existed for the regulation of their conduct. It was a common
practice for them to use the collections of one year to mee: their arrears
of the previous year, and when a collector died thc loss fell on the
Fazenda. It was now laid down that the office was never to be held
tor life, but only for the three years at a time. Weligama was the most
important of the provinces, and over this one officer was appointed to
the joint posts of Recebedor and Adigar, as it was thought that his increased
emlouments were likely to reduce his unlawful exactions. He was allowed
the pay assigned to the adigar in the recently completed Tombo, and
as Recebedor one per cent of the land rents and poll tax collected by
him, as well as from the other dues which had to be paid by the
villages of Weligama and the islands of Cardiva and Tanadiva, which
belonged thereto. He was provided with a Patola containing all the
details. If any Foreiro in the Proviace undertook to make good the
sums due in respect of his lands, the Recebedor was at liberty to accept

34

>3




his undertaking on sufficient security being given. This, however, did
not extend to the Faros, which had to be recovered by a seperate collector.

A similar system was established in Tennmarachchi, while Pach-
chilapalai and Wadamarachi, which yielded but little, were combined
under one officer as Adigar and Recebedor.”’58
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