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but is poisoned at an entertainment by a young woman—
Is still able to prosecute his victories,
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THE SKEPTICAL YOUNG OFFICER.

BY THE LATE REV. DR. J. M. MASON, OF NEW YORK.
(Coucluded from page 191.)

At the meation of *‘depravity,”” the officer smiled, and scemed inclined
to jest; probably suspecting, as is common with men of that class, that his
antagonist was going to retreot into his creed, and intrench himself behind
a technical term, instead of an argument. The triumph was premature.

«You do not imagine, Sir,”’ suid he, continuing his discoarse to the of-
ficer, *“you do not imagine that a man who has been long addicted to steal-
ing, feels the force of reasoning against theft as strongly as a man of tried
honesty. 1f you hesitute, proceed a step further. You do notimagine that
an habitual thief feels as much abhorence of his own trade and character,
as a man who never commitied an act of theft in his whole life. And you
will not deny that the practice of any crime gradually weukens, and fre-
quently destroys, the sense of its turpitude. ‘This is a strong fact, which,
us a philosopher, you are bound to explain. To me it is clear as the day,
that his vice has debauched his intellect; for it 1s indisputable that the con-
siderations which once filled him with horror, produce now no more im-
pression upon him than they would produce upon a horse. Why? Has the
vice chunged? Have the considerations chunged? No. The vice is as per-
nicious, and the comsiderations are as strong as ever. But his power of
purceiying truth is diminished; and diminished by his vice: for, had he not
fullen into it, the considerations would have remained; and, should he be
saved from it, they would resume their original force upon this mind, Per-
mit yourself, for one moment, to reflect how hard it is to persuade men of
the virtaes of others against whom they are prejudiced! You shall bring
no proof of the virtues which the prejudice shall not resist or evade. Re-
move the prejudice, and the proof appears inviucible. Why? Have the
yirtues changed?  Has the proof been strengthened? No. But the power
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of perceiving truth is increased; or, which is the same thing, the impedi-
ment to perceiving it is taken away. If then there are bad passions among |
men, and if the object of Divine revelation is to control and rectify thewn ‘
it follows that a man to whom the revelation is proposed will be blind tc; \\
[

its evidence, in exact proportion to the perverting influence of those pas-
sions, And were the human mind free from corruption, there is no reason
whatever to think that a moral argament would not be as conclusive as a
mathematical argament is now 3 and that the principles of moral and reli-
gious science would not command an assent as instantancous and peremp-
tory as that which is commanded by mathematical axioms.””

After a short pause, in which no reply was made by the officer, and the
Jooks of the company revealed their sentiments, the clergyman proceeded.

<But what will you say, Sir, should I endeavor to turn the tables upon |
you, by showing that the evidence of your physical science is not without
its difficulties; and that objections can be urged against mathematical de-
monstration more puzzling and unanswerable than any objections against
moral evidence?”’

<] shall yield the cause; bnt I am sure the condition is impossible.’?

I begin with a common case. The Newtonian system of the world is
so perfectly settled that no scholar presumes to question it. Go, then, 10
a peasant who never heard of Newton or Copernicus, nor the solar system,
and tell him that the earth moves round its axis, and round the sun. He
will stare at you, to see whether you be jeering at him; and when ke sees
you are in earnest, he will laugh at you for a fool. Ply him now with your
mathematical and astronomical reasoning. He will answer you that he be-
lieves his own eye-sight more than your learning; and his eye-sight tells
him the sun moves round the earth. And as for the earth’s turning round
upon her axis, he will say, that ‘he has often hung a kettle over the kitch-
en fire at night, and when he came back in the morning, it was hanging
there still; but had the earth turned round, the kettle would have been
turned over, and the mash spilled over the floor.”” You are amused with
the peasant’s simplicity, but you cannot convince him. His objection is, in
his own eyes, insurmountable; he will tell the affair to his neighbors as a
good story, and they will all agree that he fairly shat the philosopher’s
mouth. You will reply that <‘the peasant was introduced into the middle
of & matured science, and that, not having learned iis elements, he was
unsupplied with the principles of correct judgment.”” True: but your so-
lution has overthrown yourself. A free-thmker, when he hears some great
doctrine of Christianity, lets off 2 small objection, and runs away laughing
at the folly, or railing at the impostare of all who venture to defend a Di-
vine revelation; he gathers his brother unbelievers, and they unite with him
in woudering at the weakness, or the impudence of Christians. He is in
the very sitvation of the pezsant. He bolts into the heart of a grand reli-
gious system; he has neyer adverted to its first principles, and then he com-
plains that the evidence is bad. But the fuult in neither case lies in the
evidence; it lies in the ignorance or obstinacy of the objector. The peu-
sant’s ground is as firm as the infidel’s. The proof of the Newtonian sys-
tem is to the former as distant, subtle, and cloudy, as the proof of revela-
tion can be to the latter; and the objection of the oneis as good as the ob-
jection of the other. 1If the depravity of men had as much interest in per-
suading them that the earth is not globular, and does not move round the
sun, as it bus in persuading them that the Bible is not true, & mathematical
demonstration would, fail of converting them, althongh the demonstrator
were an angel of God! :

«But with respect to the other point, viz., that there are objections to
mathematical evidence more puzzling and unanswerable, take the two fol-
lowing instances: Gt

It is matk ically d rated that space is inﬁnite]y'dwmble: that
is, has an iofinite numper of parts. A line, then, of half an inch ang, 1385
an infinite number of parts. Who does not see the absurdity of this? Try
the difficulty another way. It requires some portion of time to pass any
portion of space. Then as your half inch has an infinite number of parts,
it requires an infinite number of portions of time for a moving point to pass
by the infinite number of parts; consequently it requires an eternity, or
something like it, to move half an inch.” :

<<But, Sir,’” interposed the officer, ‘“you do not deny the accuracy of the
demonstration that space is infinitely divisible!”? .

«Not in the least, Sir; I perceive no flaw in the chain of demonstration,
and yet I perceive the rosult to be infinitely absurd.””

«Again: it is mathematically d ated that a straight line, called the
asymptote of the hyperbola, may eternally approach the curve of the hy-
perbola, and yet can never meet it. Now, as all demonstrations are built
upon axioms, an axiom must always be plainer than a demonstration; and
to my judgment it is as plain, that if’ two lines continually approach, they
shall meet, as that the whole is greater than its part- Here, therefore, I am
fixed. I have a demonstration directly in the tecth of an axiom, and am
equally incapable of denying either side of the contradiction.””

«Sir,” exclaimed the officer, clapping his hands together, I own Tam
beat, completely beat, I bayve nothing more to say.’’
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silence of some minutes succeede: ; when the youne militar:
A f L led; whe y i traveller
said 1o his theol ogical friend, I have ;

hee“\,uble to satisfy myself.”” studiec all religions, and have no:
“ o -
No, Sir,”” answered he, ¢ i igi

ity e, ‘“there is one religion which you have not yer

“g"ray. Sir,”” cried the young officer, ro a
cf‘l‘h[eh:‘)?l(l%xg'"’” replied the Y?;lhe_r, ‘zof:?ea‘l’il:\‘l T’I;%z;:‘}:“;:ha! i,
§ s0d: the religion which wi B e doinption
Kye:myzur tsom;]vlvah; wllxiich will gi your cons&t:cs:m’:n‘d pot
eart; which will bear you u Sl
i}:‘ﬁd the light of immortality {)n thg gulgg:r: :)l;_etﬁree;sr;:z o ;;:.ls here, and
v, S you e oy T
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v ink bes}. His behavioar afterward el
rous. Nothing further is known of him. A
_ Reader, have yon studied the reli
tion of the Son of God? If &0, yo
the necessity of salvation—of the
your own exertions, or by those of
be found through faith in' Him wh
a Saviour—and of its being not o

gion of salvation through the redemp-
u rust have been deeplgy convingelgl?)f
utter impossibility of obtaining it by
any other creature—of its bein:only to
om God has exalted to be a Prince and

nly fully adequate to th
most needy of the haman family, but also perf‘lctly free lz :-:aen:m:tf::z

and worthless, Have you obtained an interest in thi i
1 est in this i
i‘;(‘:: ;:; abd?‘l:l}?r l“:‘ soYe'velgg grace. Flesh and blood g;evl;lo;;s;l]\:::;
» but the life-giving Spirit of God. Hold fast— i
endure to the end; for in due time yon shall reap if you ff{:!zt:: i I

: But grlyor ignorant of this great salvation? do you neglect it? do you
espise it2 It is made known with great plainness in the scriptures—be as-
sured that its importance shall one day be FELT, and that those who des-

rp:ﬁyl.t slrall ke lightly esteemed. If uninterested therein, you perish eter-
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To the Editor of the ** Morning Star.”
SIR,

I beg yon to insert the following communication to be
continued in succession, designed to place the soul-killing
system of the Hindas in its true light as brought to the test
of the infallible truth. moral evidence, and mathematical
demonstration, and oblige

Batlicotta Seminary, Juffna, Your

11th August 1842. Most obedient servant,
RosertT ApAIR,
o Hindu Convert

HINDUISM UNMASKED.

Hnduism, whose supposed origin reaches beyond all an-
taquity, overtops all other religious systems in its preten-
sions, filling all space. It presents a gigantic and incom-
prehensible stature which strikes an observer with wonder
and bewilders his attention so much that he is lost at a
glance of this mighty maze It is a system which has nei-
ther beginning nor end. It embraces every thiog and no-
thing. It begins every where and no where It compre-
hends things litergry, scientific, politic, mental, moral, and
in fact all species of writings however impure, immoral, li-
sentious. and obscene they may be. It makes no difference
between the inspired and uninspired books, virtually proving
all to be uninspired, inasmuc} as all and every one of the
writings lay an equal claim to divine origmn. There is no-
thing in Hinduism that supplies the place of the Bible in
Christianity. As a religions system, it is neither distinct,
nor are its parts sufficiently defined. As a revelation, it re-
presents nothing worthy of God. It both recommends and
condemns deism, polytheism, atheism, pantheism and every
imaginable theism-in the world. Unlike its gods who are
tri-neaded, tetra-headed, penta-headed, hexa-headed, &c,
it is a peculiarly strange monster of innumerable heads It
has neither shape nor form, and yet presents a frightful bulk
which occupies all space; but when handled it produces less
sensation than space itself. 1t is a masterpiece of lascivi-
ousness. It indulges, encourages, and sanctions by precepts
and examples, the exercise of every inordinate and impure
passion of the carnal man. Concupiscence is the very es
cence and substance of Hindu religion, where it is painted
in all its brilliant colours and deepened shades, and forms
such a conspicuous figure as if it had come red hot from
hell. It is bold and assumingin its representations, attempt-
ing to unravel the inconceivable mysteries connected with
tha nature and existence of God, as if God himself had ap-
peared in person to give such revelations without any inter-
mediate agency or second hand. It freely ranges through
the regions of antiquity and futurity apparently as if it had
visited the very extremities of time, pretendg to treat about
all eternals, all infinities, all immaterials, and all incompre-
hensibles; and what is unworthf¥ of its most sacred charac-
ter, it teaches of the form and magnitude of.the .earlh, its
continents, its oceans, its seas, its islands, its lilngc}oms,
and its mouatains, its forests, and rivers and the cities of
the gods. I say unworthy, because this lies within the
reach of human nvestigation and dispenses with the neces-
sity of a divine revelation. )

Pity! pity! for poor Hinduism; it would have done appa-
rently well, had it not touched upon these tangible points.
It would be in some measure safe had it but let these alone
Here it has betrayed itself and exposed its absardity and

fﬂ!sehood r;ther too openly It a)
of the subsequent rise of the in
denominates Melecha a fool

- P

ppears never to have dreame

qms\;we European, whor i¢

s Jto eradicate its exist

dash down its whole fabric of systems by the bati;er?:; -
ram

of Baconian Philosophy* Yes, the di i i

tm.ns !nade by a Melecha (a fool) 'mdepsec:;:r::e:fag;iimv?n'
spiration; are so powerful and well grounded as to nenxp—
l‘_lmdulsm, the supposed workmanship of God. Unde:?h iy
circumstances, it remains to say that no other system of'ese
ligion, perhaps, has appeared on the face of the earth whye};
S0 power!}x!ly buried its adherents in the mid-night d;xrknlc
of superstition and idolatry, so effectually brutalized the h'esz
character and the ennobling faculties of the immortal solgl
s0 totally held fast its votaries in the thraldom of the wickuwj
one, so materially tended to pollute, degrade, and villif; tk;
godlike nature of moral perfection attainable by the h\{mai
soul, so utterly depressed and disabled its capacities for the

‘greatest possible usefulness and enjoyment for time and e-

ternity. so lamentably swept away millions and millions of jt
followers nto the regions of everlasting despair, and e:
gleax;‘ly j‘iglr;ahzefd itself as the masterly mechanism devised
y the father of lies for destroying t
s ying the souls of men, as
I beg pardon of those of my readers, who on reading
these remarks may be fired with indignation, and call them
ungrounded, exaggerated, and strained heyond the confines
of truth. Bear with me friends patiently, and weizgh wel}
the subjects which I shali treat one after another. T shall
for the first time discuss such poiuts in Hinduism, as are
directly opposed to Science and Philosophy, in view of the
decided advantage which, things of such a nature have o-
ver others in being more tangible, more practical, and more
capable of mathematical demonstration.
(More of this hereafier.)
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* Novum Organum, or the indactive method of reasoning.
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A Questioy ox Excrisg GRAMMAR.

To the Editor of the ““Morning Star.”
Sir,

A question on English Grammar having arisen in my mind, I wish
yery much to propose it to the readers of your valuable paper, and receive
a satisfactory answer;—and that is, - 9

In Lennie’s Grammar, it is said, “An adverb isa word Jo}n'ed toa verb,
an adjective or another adverb, to express some quality or circumstance of
time, place or manner respecting ity which definition means that adverbs
qualify verbs, adjectives and other adverbs. But there are some ms!anlt;}as
in which the adverbs, as appears to my poer knowledge, do mot q“lﬂ o
either of the above three parts of speech; sach as, *They sﬂz’m;ﬂﬂ idw
saw him too; He learns Algebra also; We are bat of yesterday- 5 :!!;m
adverbs only, too, also, aud but, respectively qualify me, _TW":’ l?eences,
and yesterday, which are pronouns and nouns.—Besides, i t Iesenrler h‘l;
«He cast a stone a little above my breast; I cast a stone exn(i:}y r;n e
breast;’’ the adverbs e little and exactly, respectively qualify ::e?ces =
under, which are prepositions. There are several o§8fﬁ§; e
which adverbs gualify other parts of speech than verbs, adjec!
er adverbs. "

This opinion is corroborated by some Gr ians, who are ﬂf':;::‘;:
of some Grammars, as Hall, and ofhers. But some of on‘rifl! i el
disagree to this opinion, and assert that adverbs cannot qualfy e o
than those ioned in Lennie's G 5 Tharefﬂl'lﬂl .pr:y;m of the en-
to submit their thoughts in regard to the above examp| 5: . Or if they be
suiog numbers to the judg: and decision of your 're:‘uirts'or not.
silent, let any Grammarjan say whether my opinion 18 ml;,w“. e wthen

As the English and Tamil Grammars are a8 hele{;&mm i dly be render-
as the languages lhemsalyes. l’ila fqregomg })ﬂ?o":gu Tamil translation ok
ed into proper and forcible Tamil, and ther e et
them is here omitted. Iam Y";" MANICAVASAGAN.
Qodoopitty School Sth Aug. 1842, S
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@io. oFSTIh.
oipérardiymisc.—The power of Virtue.
Fogfs GSLETETLILTEDLD Bad @ Bancol) s amaisd

arpprer afluoe s@n o,

. spoi@ssbeliurwa @iud Germsar o
@9 L_0STLO6) GBI SIHLDEDEE @&@a}n@@é{) =
ps& Qeuwrar g o @oru Cs586510 &0
g d@ Fasiofarisd agh a@flou wrros)
L& @IS (& LD.

He who suffers no day to pass unimproved, but contin-

ually, does some good; such conduet will be a stone to stop
the approach of other births.* Drew.

. Gpisrdamals V& uwpCpard
- pS5Hspe.

L. @duwre s @aupsCer@QurmsE am
eGsuih; 9580 Qurmpssre empabiLie
arid @& nrid @b Kbs Q&S HEG L pLoT
S sEUsDSYDL_LUDUUTD 5 HajodTeG
s LDaLD Smeard.

That pleasure only which flows from virtue is pleasure;
all else is not pleasure, and it is without praise,  Drew.

Pleasure from virtue springs; from all but this

No real pleasure ever ensues nor praise. Ellis.

&D. QewpurealBsrm wplerGurma b
Gusure Gsrambil.

Y- peaéEé Qeliudubasrdy o fowon
yorug sihoordy sedlaGu, gfiuciBa
srew e flowou eacwg ufsstubasr8u 8
S G,

That which it is meet to do is virtue; that which it is
meet to abandon is vice. Drew.

Know that is virtue which each ought te do; ;
‘What each should shun is vice. Ells.

Qada 2rsrQised el LTg.u
CarSn grardgind.
Y@ Ter, S Tedr L.
el 5o air Q& raw e af so B gHbuTa
F &G 58806
OW&JG'-:@@'EW,E.HE QETAD SIS Omgﬁrﬂmrréﬁcg e
& Q) s ety G cor ; e,
Quisir &t SO # li0in o6 O peis el B 074 6 apBG LS B S0 5
D@ poir G edrent! Do irés ap b

* i.e. He will be delivered from the numerous births and
deaths to which others are liable.
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