*

Rttt &
ST

-
¥
Nty

i

L8 @ 8










sTewTyDH@) TLoLFCaHTT B oL

LIT Lo U eUT

wrGsm L Levary

& & 3 TI014 641 Tr

LB L@ R

s plH
Fro QBTG b H6IT

D6 DT AL L
2 oty wer pruseflar Gaaflui®



Mannar Bistrict lnchl Bodies
Publication No. I

FITE

Gymb misumds
Introduction
Editor : ‘ ‘
S. VITHIANANTHAN, M. A., Ph. D.- : swss mmbsbd
UNIVERSITY OF CEYLON, : )
PERADENIYA.

BrL&0  ums Sy ser

sty i@ erbuyGsmy

FIRST EDITION, 1964

Price Rs. 2-08

L& &b
vii

xi

xiii

XVi

smL&b 1



W 6T ) IT oreu’ L o siromyrl & wer piisefler
Qeuaflui® :

wpsomd uPay: ef 1964

sTaoor o flantoujid

B

weT@y ral e drepgres D&Y S (5% G & -

% mur 2-00

HéH By :

sloaureal SFesDd,

winplunemin

Cayrpmiaimi

“urGuGuarsls @Bst urfied GQerpgowur’  STET
Wi salwel! Cgfles alprwsasbdIsrdr. @oLwmg urGULG
Sipi erpg srd aurpusif Hgprio wEET. aufsdr aurpaisd
weibs a0 pri@Gs s DG UdTUITS ST STor
Qur s saildr Qerggy ;oafsailsr 2 wmrjdfdeowuyd Gowsd
&b GQaeflll@w &rgeribd.

Sdared SHlp woEsdr Sy BHO ampalhy oo
smallsalldd QT s DS QETerLorF. UK HTHDEHETLTSSE
S sH0 Qurg wdseflldr #apsrw anmPaile el Qud
PEESS. pri@ wvsselldr e drardsmsFdasr, arpdos
@D, ueTur® (pslwsdenmn d%y TGS G olarddlwg.

L BTHMETL IS Wrplicirenrd, war@f, &eorub, oL
Lasarly Hdw ugdeadiCo pri@Gémsgéssr Hpro
ul® eaupger. Aorult  ugHulld apafavagd wSHEGard
Curdrp MLnisefled eoMprésrenseln Qarulld apsr Palshd
rfS&MTL&T B &b, eurertlwssr mrisd  QGuret pauhHe »
BT b pRSE @R paTi. warEyf wral UG Hsafld
stbugCani prisb, @prarabsf), apalgrerdsdr arssiiur
CurdTp BIL(BHd mSgdadr Qargd WrlBshpliul B aum
derpar. wrplurensSp voToLssTSHO CFTCuwry S
G HE&EEHD alorFRsesd BYssiCuhpear. T JalHeo n
HGCaurj Ggreovs ol g. wiidaarinilCo eirgyh
&reoy$ay, sQSTauda, W BY, HrUuDmD, Fbyguald, b
Sroepdo Gurdrp G nisaflsd a;mrrhasfr;r@uair ErL&b, &f
ewTelt Gury, Gprebry. BFrosd wpsew Brisnisdr HLOULG
Q% 6t peor.

warEy wralt $Hod HLOUGD prishsdr  wrGgr
LLOUrThI@ eTareytd wrplir swrel u:rrfu@ srsoquLb G Y IN]
u@eaet. wICST LY Ui Brosfgdsr STl Gaisorur
arsEs ClaramLoa; urgSrmaerés HLosm uE@sma;
go%w uGHedr sal @eraflme LHPD uTUDSES  pHw
wpmd PSSOULGO Quuppburgnd  wdCorseE 2 ewer
wrll aipuemes. wrpliursertl urhdedr sriy ol $ss8 S 6o
HE&Lu@L. Oglhausrdsapd deupuGIur@wesd &g



viil

smEspd CarenLwib  erelr gyd UrIHSWIH & PriuBid.
&5, Abg, usmard WpsOuaupBh SO s pLUBD. soor
st uralariusesd Qupbur b QuaddasursCa apb.

Agsdruriufed prosurgdriusdr s3sb Hspsdl apyb
sHb Quriaumeaf. arad@d OFas@Ld seoflg Hefl Cus
smda@pd HpasdsEsd e HPlHETeT [BL. 6T (LP 6 D & (SHLD
e a®. @ urddrd ag sl wapud Curlaugard. BIL..
sdsms, UTSIrRisalesr 2 oywrL el aib S5 b g T e id
SpSwap@ed s pUuBL. e uritded Q@ UTSSTD QU
wopCuw aurayd Sy er L& Supd Garedsd aiysrid..
uursdy Hapsd wpypsgd Cur@gd HwSHulodv. N
urgSrd  Cuogh CararpGauasrGuwrulde  auyalldaroGem
svp g Qardreph. s puugd s, Abg, aabrard
<Swap@hH urLu@Gi. sail, B et ofena QureT m LiraleT fig&sr
e drEppsE swbgy HHGL.

Br_sfsaldr SEHESRSTTS IJYOWDAOT QTS SLILTE ST,
QUTES LT D QErd auFrd SmBSUTLH eTer GlLmrmer
uBGh. @Gr smFDW BILEWTSD MTEFSL ureaTEajh
uUrT@ES® o ar®. e gryarors bCsrailurf Brisb, Nb
Coralury aurestiur, FpAsrbomwwWri Brish, &HAFTD
LW UTFSLIUT, ApsT NIFTErsE6r BrLad, epesr Slyrerds ser
AUTESLIUT STOTE oS FIBTOSTT BBLILIMSS STewTemLD.

Cwr@sriL uriimsd QgaT urhdsdTrgd oS8T Qi
Ot guib, wripliurenrt) LITKIOE UL urftssr b e
QulOLsrgh ayphgugsr®. o6 somgow @G F
wr@gr L Curmdphure, BSTA@ma wrpliuTeRTl urhid b
ur@eauf. stT SE@ ThuTCari wrRrHODSE GBSO i1
Gs$C8sui wrsricliurhdp ured £5grblilsh wrpliur
et uUrThi&DH urgei.

Qdsmaw Hpbs HodSaTRiclsTaoTL, BrGR&dm @ub
Plw yeoaufh srwdsred apbiued Goor pEhH I aT 6T 1S
auf. MuCr wrlsrlie Wsd HrL& O:ubélgﬁu_unrasé Qarererid
uGuaf. uSCarprid BT H (36T g 657 wppugHE@iu Corpes
SFOT6r&%r Qubplu epeiiprwi arssturGa  gpser (p S
wréstiQupp BrLs prooors Qardaj. @8 wrésricd

ix

umﬁ{.fﬁ@m HésoulL g @ufld sHP wraTumBL @GP0
Adl_mgggﬂu.:mﬁ CargisiNggrear prosd urqw FBHCuwir L
yeoard, m;f]as@gn'sfr Bregd urgw Gadrdriywaf, Hmstsd
Y BIL &b Lrg W GBSO BT BSCsuf apsalCury. @eufsdr
m.xrrsu(geo S0 prLswsing Qgarurmfd  urgerd.
Gs?rr,m@aﬂbdlsir?aruﬂ@ Curefw SSsTibNer@r sTHWL BT
&b, .Q,rf,rrso%nq_ BrLsw, eawburFlsry pBriswb S Fw e Hew o
a:u.(:tgpuu:rmﬂ urhGlseriuGy WL Qlydh urgeri. SBBHTL
susdr ail., osfuprsi Brosd, AT BrL_&SLb,
. (65 T 83T Q'&arﬁsgﬁ Bro&b, sTEhE Fri&wb, Frhsemd Bro s,
BCw@sr ssrefll prisw, wsCss SCUTSSvf BTLSLD
I Care sdraflrisn, pri prisp Cursrp uw ;svn__sréw;a'r’
wr@smiL . yoafserrh ure ol Ler.

] SWgyd, DEETL S Erosald QSrCpad Qsauor &
1) G)m.aﬂmya.i}sb&o. R BILEIHS FLiged sr@f;a? Qﬁz’m
“BUT USEH VNG RBUS wrsard Qpd. Db5sE sreosGur
QpoCur QsrGés QuerwdH e BrLSRISET Frevai
Gy fgerrsCou ST (HE SWTEETSE QMbSoT. BF H%oulld
Q0 srorwvand 94ElsmsHod alwiiNhdv.

.@é@mjpmmg SrougspersaCu £5srbNerdr urguw
«mmr.lq_;ﬁ“ei;.@ sTbugCany prisfms HFA G CQaaluiGHsr
G@L?. BEFTLD war@i wrallsfp Quignd Curdpls
,ru@}o BT & ET. G g 1798-1b <Dh T 196D @m,rbmﬂ@u,rbmgx.'
;_r,rrE_Gas mSmsl Cuapd CpréssgLdr, wereni wrair L
Lm;@gyrﬂleﬂ warphast Qdry Ceibs DHHETE Qi@
uFsHGHw Qevamar gHMEQsTaRTL 0. 1S &6 Besdwsen s
Cuiswr wef';essfr FOSTUSTRISST  apeirau b SpLiL g Curphpbaf
uJ(Bg.. ROWST YRS EHEGS SO whsdr Quigid sLepwliu’
q@efﬁsétmanﬁ'. Qluewnilullsd  @bwsTprusdrd Qegpdd 5o
Ul uBSFw e dremyr’ NS Gowrs svarr Hw. B e
yn‘&w.amfra:aﬂa& sHlps Cgrar® eTwdE eUAurep gib
a%?s?u_aisﬁ?msm@tb. BT D (HES TG 2 et HeopBHs mer ).
QbpressSpEiu widw glorsg sha e galuaf BrEyl
L.IT.&DTG"- Corits Hm QuesFldr Qedand yafssrraf. wer
i 'j_r,m_&ﬁlas?srrﬂ upPlw v GOOYSS&BTyh HuAcw Csc
L-PlpCsrd. HHpS AgrabrGaEAsar. aurapd QAN sRwr by



X

ofsaoplydcd uvwérs® SGRISsS@EGD Cufigd
sLowlul GarGarssr.  Daufldr SmHD  QudBS @ ST T L -
sBqpesh erargd Curdmb. QUEAUmBBEZME a;s.rﬁgfg dly'@
wedr QUIGaushE aphfd appdldarer srs&r@xm. @'l_g‘ﬁsﬁ’f
®hs 9Ff g6G FoLG55- & & g b1 Nsir o uil 67 %LI_L_.udlsn&rr’
wrdw S w. spHurtIFenCu @iy Sows &b g sailur
af. UGuAwrmeEhd sTerg BT O

BEET0% B pepuliss 1HlE alenpallsh ¢ AL G galwr
EMareel JFFsFSTHES TG 2ard Hopbs mes Ml

wLdsartdp Quigw GarerLritiu@Gd QgHrQrig &

S Ss BTOTEW  IOMRIETTEHUEST pm_ag'ng 1962..11') %am'
né Qaeful G, NZor BTG ugCGaupm glﬁ.@ b
ph gosEd Q55T SSTYL ST 7 Dy sTibew DS Fw pullsd
Cugh sud@aldsblwer st jdfen Gmub.

Bokios ) UNESE SQHELD,

Quyr$or, 27-6-64. &. o1& Surmets sy

INTRODUCTION

Tue Folk Arts of any country serve as a mirror,.
clearly reflecting the dynamic aspects and living significance-
of that society and as such are of fundamental importance-
to the understanding of that society. ~The Tamils of Mannar-
have a rich heritage of folk arts, especially of folk drama.
A study of this folk drama clearly reveals the part played
by folk drama in the social life of the people.

Unfortunately Folk Drama, which was once a vital®
element in the community life of the people of Mannar,
seems today to be on the verge of extinction. The social
surroundings are so much revolutionised during the last:
century that folk drama has lost much of its value. It is:
in a dying condition primarily because it has been denied
the social status it once enjoyed by the sophisticated society-
of today.

This age old institution of folk drama deserves to be-
encouraged. One of the ways of preserving this art is to
print the large number of folk plays which are available-
to us only in manusecript form. It is with this intention
that the Mannar District Local Bodies financed this-
publication, The printing of folk plays with a view to-
preserve folk drama was undertaken by me five years back
and one of the most popular folk plays of Batticaloa—Alankara
fupan Natakam - was published by me in 1962 as an Arts
Council publication. This is the second play to be edited
by me and I am very grateful to the Mannar District Local’
Bodies who have made it possible for me to bring out this
edition. This is the first folk dramatic work of the Mannar
District which has come out in print. There are many
more manuscripts which are on the verge of destruction..
It is hoped that the example set by the Local Bodies will:
be followed by other institutions.
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Endirikku Emperathor Natakam deals wiih the story

of Henry, the Emperor of Rome. It is one of the most popular
folk dramas of the Mannar district and is perhaps one of the

oldest written in Mannar. The plays of the Mannar District fall
into two broad divisions, the Mannar Panku or Mannar
style and Yalppanap Panku or Jaffna style. They are also
called Ten panku (Southern Style) and Vada panku (Northern
style). The book which has now b printed was written
in 1798 by Kithampillai of the Mannar District. Another
work with the same name was composed earlier in the
Mannarp panku by Kurukula Nadduththevan of Puthukkamam

in 1792,

The present edition is mainly based on a manuscript
belonging to Mr. M. Benjamin Selvam of Nanattan. I am
very grateful to him for having so graciously lent this
‘manuseript. A manuscript from Munkilmurichchan was also
used to prepare this edition. My thanks are due to M. Santhiap-
pilai, the great grandson of the author who made this manuscript
-available to me.

I am very much indebted to Mr. N. Sivarajah, Assistant
Commissioner of Local Government, Mannar but for whose
efforts this book would never have come out in print. I
am thankful to the Kalaivani Press, Jaffna for printing
this book within a very short time.

The Tamils can ill afford to mneglect this valuable
legacy of folk drama and it is our earnest hope that more
folk plays of the Mannar district will be printed before
-they are lost to us.

University of Ceylon,
Peradeniya,
1 27-6-1964.

S. Vithiananthan
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