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Proudly celebrating 125 years of excellence of our school
g’? With
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KALAIYARASI
2015

11th July 2015
Saturday

Chief Guest

Mr lyampillai Thayanandarajah B.com Hons, PGDE, PGDEM, MEd
(JHC 1972-1976, Principal, Jaffna Hindu College)

Guest of Honour

Mr Rajaratnam Rajalingam Bsc (Eng), Dip THE, C Eng, MICE
(JHC 1955 - 1965, Vice President of OBA UK 1991 to 1993)

Fairfield Concert Hall
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It indeed gives me great pleasure and delight
in welcoming you this evening to Kalaiyarasi 2015,
to celebrate *125 years of excellence” of our beloved

Alma Mater.

This Kalaiyarasi has been organised in a spectacular
style to thank our INTHU ANNAI for the services
she has rendered to the Tamil community for the last

125 years.

It is the proudest moment of my association with
JHCOBA UK. The old boys of JHC are spread across
the globe and we, the JHCOBA UK, are proud to

be the first Old Boys Association to be established
outside Sri Lanka, back in 1987. I am very proud to
have been a part of forming the OBA UK and it has
been a great joy to watch our OBA develop and grow
since its inauguration three decades ago.

I take this opportunity to thank fellow OBA UK
members to elect and allow me to serve as President
at the period where JHC has reached 125 years of
excellence. 1 also would like to extend my warmest
congratulations to our Kalaiyarasi 2015 committee
for their endless efforts and true commitment to
achieve this landmark event of such high calibre.

Kalaiyarasi it is not only an evening of entertainment
but also an occasion which will bring the alumni and
their families together to strengthen the friendship
and the loyalty to our Alma Mater. I am confident
this event will brace the unity, goodwill and ties
among our beloved community.

Over the past 28 years, our commitment and loyalty

to our gracious INTHU ANNALI has enabled cach
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one of us to reach new heights.

We are continuously supporting our college and
the community in a number of ways. This year we
have successfully opened the library in our college,
Initiated by the previous committee, in memory of
our former teacher, the late Mr Sivaramalingam.

We have also continued to support Mahadeva
Padippakam in the Mullaithivu district and in March
this year, we provided educational assistance to 895
Tamil children in Budulla.

I would like to invite all the old boys to take part in
our 125 year celebrations this September in Jaffna.
‘There are numerous events that have been organised
by the 125 year celebration committee, The excellent
education and virtues that we obrained through our
experience at JHC has greatly contributed to our

successful careers. This is the right time to express our

gratitude to INTHU ANNAL

Finally on behalf of our management committee, |
extend my sincere thank you to all our sponsors and
well-wishers for their ongoing support and you for
your presence here today to make this event a great

one.
[ wish you all a good and enjoyable evening,
“Together We Are Stronger”

Saba Suganthan BEng (Hons)

President

JHCOBA UK
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s MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT OF
FENAHINDU COLLEGE OLD BOYS,TRUST

A\‘ President of the Board of Trustees of the OBA (Colombo) of our

great school, I am happy to send this message to the souvenir to be published in

connection with the Kalaiarasi 2015 Celebration of the Old Boys Association

of Jaffna Hindu College, UK. I must congratulate UK OBA for bringing this
Ceremony to this level as one of the most popular annual event, by sponsoring
successfully for the past many years. While this program provides an opportunity
for our brothers and sisters to get together, it is heartening to note that the

funds raised are utilized for development of our school and the community. Our
best wishes to your president and the members for a successful and rewarding

celebration.

Mr.V.Kailasapillai

President.

WITIDILITGaNID @bhHich BovepnT
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Building Business on reputation is our goal
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Make sure you are covered adequately.

j care home q ravel msumnce:

We provide insurance for the following:

v Home Contents & Building Insurance
v Motor Insurance

v" Shop and office Insurance

v" Restaurant and Take away Insurance
v Charities Insurance

v" Travel Insurance

v Event Insurance

v Medical Insurance

v Care Home insurance
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And many more!

Contact us on:

Tel: 0208 905 8881 / 8831,
Fax: 0208 905 8271
info@riversure.com
www.riversure.com

Knightsbridge House, Kingsbury Road, London, NW9 8XG
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Today, Jaffna Hindu College Old Boys’
Association (UK) proudly celebrates our school’s
125th year anniversary with Kalaiyarasi 2015. It gives
me great pleasure to welcome you all to the annual
cultural evening ‘Kalaiyarasi 2015’ which I am sure

you will thoroughly enjoy.

'The current committee took over in October 2014
under the leadership of Mr Saba Suganthan. Together,
the committee has worked enthusiastically on many
projects over the last nine months, Within weeks of
taking charge, we have successfully hosted the annual
dinner and dance event, Jolly Vibe that raised more
than £1100.

At our first management committee meeting,

we decided to take up Personal and Professional
Development (PPD) of teachers and students as
our primary project for 2015. All the proceeds from
Kalaiyarasi 2015 will go towards this project. Asa
first step, we organised a seminar on 22nd Febuary
2015 titled UPSKILLING - “ASPIRETO A
FUTURE" to formulate a Personal and Professional
Development (PPD) plan. As another initiative under
the PPD project, we also teamed up with Jaffna and
Colombo branches and organised a get together for
college staff at Tilko hotel in Jaffna,

As part of the Knowledge Bridge project (iiayis
uTeud FI-L1b), we provided exercise books and
stationery packs not only to Jaffna Hindu College

i s:_udcnl;s but: ols in Badula and
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assistance to ‘Mahadeva Padippakam’ in the
Mullaithivu district, and currently looking to expand
this project to other underprivileged areas in North
and East of Sri Lanka.

For the first time in our OBA’s history, we have
organized a free cultural function titled “Yarl Inthuvin
Chithirai Thiruvilazh”, to bring out hidden talents
amongst our younger generation, This proved to be a

major success, and we were able to raise in excess of

£4000.

It is overwhelming to see small groups of members
and individuals coming forward to help our beloved
alma matter, by undertaking projects on their own
through our OBA. Members from class of 1992 have
raised £750 to install a security camera system for our
school.

Our committee members Mr Chandraprakash & Mr
Jeyaprakash have also come forward to renovate the
“C” block at a cost of £7500.

The JHCOBA UK has grown to its present stature
through its dedication and personal commitment of
the past and present management committees, and
the supportive membership. Hopefully, this dedicated
spirit will continue to be fostered by the younger

generation of Jaffna Hindu Old boys in the UK.

As the current secretary, 1 have really enjoyed working
closely with the committee and fellow members who
have provided overwhelming support for me to fulfill
my role. I would like to extend my heart felt gratitude

to you all.
Thank You.
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History

of Jaffna Hindu College
Old boys’ Association (UK)

JHC OBA (UK) is a unique organisation in
that it is the first ever overseas OBA established in
1987 by a band of young old boys inspired and
co-ordinated by Mr K Seveal. The small group of
enthusiastic old boys gathered in Holborn and
unanimously elected MrT' S Perinpanathan as the
President (1987-1990), who conrtinued to take active
part in the affairs of the association for long years till
his untimely death. For unknown reasons, however,
the OBA was defunct for a few years soon after the

inaugural meeting,

‘The OBA was revived in 1990 with a new
constitution by the late Mr S Uthayalingam, Mr

T Ganeshwaran, Mr R Sureshkumar and several
others. The 1987 committee was re-elected and they
successfully celebrated the centenary of the School

at Lola Jones Hall in South London. Since then the

OBA has undergone a period of steady growth, to the

admiration and envy of other organisations, focusing
on fulfilling the needs of the Alma Mater which has
faced untold hardships during the past decades.

Dr.M. Verpillai was elected as President (1991-93)
and during his presidency, with the help of other
enthusiastic committee members; OBA was able to
initiate a scholarship programme for the welfare of
needy students at JHC through funds collected by
arranging cultural programmes and from donations
by our members.

Undcr the prcudc:ncy of talented Dr S Jothilmglm

rapid pace, but financial assistance was also provided
to the college to buy furniture and office equipment.
With a view to expand the small sports ground of
JHC, the committee was able to purchase a part of

the adjacent land.

These magnificent efforts continued under the able
presidency of Mr T Ganeshwaran (1997-2000), who
successfully organised the International Convention
of OBAs around the world in 2000, to coincide
with the millennium celebrations (Kalaiyarasi 2000).
A highly rewarding raffle draw netted the OBA a
handsome seventeen thousand pounds (£17,000),

which was donated to the School Scholarship Fund.

The highlight of the ‘Kalaiyarasi 2000” was the visit
by Mr A Srikumaran, the Principal of JHC, as the
Chief Guest. He provided the audience with a vivid
account of the hardships the students and teachers
face in the day-to-day school life due to lack of books
and other basic amenities. Responding to his request,
our old boys readily extended their ever-willing hands
in the subsequent years, helping the Alma Mater in

many different ways.

Mr A F Mariadas (2000-2002) in his capacity as

the succeeding president continued the good work
done by the OBA, successfully organising the annual
cultural evening ‘Kalaiyarasi 2001° to collect funds

and contributed to the development of the Alma

Mater.
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"énthusias_mﬁpholdmg't.h thos of the OB
had very cordial relationships with the JHC-OBAS

around the world, participated in the international

conference in Germany, and helped to develop the

college.

Unfortunately in 2002, the JHC OBA UK became

a victim of its own growth. Disenchanted by

the traditional school centred focus of the JHC
OBA (UK), some members chose to establish
another Association. Despite untiring efforts by

the president and those of our father Aigure Mr V
Sivasupramaniam, a veteran retired teacher and chief
guest at the ‘Kalaiyarasi 2003’, and many other well-
wishers, it had not been possible to unify the two

associations under one banner.

In 2004, the OBA was able to honour our highly
respected teacher Mr.S.Sivaramalingam as our Chief
Guest and the former Principal Mr S Ponnambalam
as the guest of honour at the “Kalaiyarasi 2004 for
the centenary celebration of the OBA. How can
anyone of his students forget Mr.Sivaramalingam’s
wonderful illustration of ‘Ramayanany’, let alone his
golden advice on moral values mingled with jokes like

sugar-coated tablets?

When Mr.V.Shanmugalingam was president of OBA
in 2004-2006, he was instrumental in carrying

out the hostel renovation programme

Phase 1 in memory of

our highly resp boarding master late Mr.K.S.S.

Subramaniam .

One can gauge the amount of respect and gratitude
the old boys held for KSS by the numerous articles
carried by the ‘Kalaiyarasi 2006’ magazine. In
addition, the OBA was able to complete a much
needed preschool project in Maritimepartu,
Mulaithivu, which was affected by the civil war.

During the presidency of Mr.A. Thiruketheeswaran
(2006-2008), OBA contributed funds to purchase the
land and the house next to Cumarasamy hall to be

used as quarters for the principal.

In addition, OBA offered financial help to the
children in Vanni affected by the tsunami, and
donated funds to the centre for health care in
Vanni for the use of much needed mobile medical
unit. During this period, the OBA invited Deputy
Principal Mr.>.Maheswaran as the chief guest for
the OBA’s 20th anniversary ‘Kalaiyarasi 2007,
celebrated the 80th birthday of our famous teacher,
Mr.M.C.Francis and participated in the inaugural
function of OBA Norway.

On 28th Nov.2007, It is noteworthy that the
presidents and the committee of both factions
negotiated to come under one banner of JHC

: ' OBA again.

When Mr K Seveal (2008-2010)
was president, OBA raised funds
through the ‘Kalaiyarasi 2009’
and Dinner & Dance event and

. completed the process of renovating
the quarters for the principal and

it was ceremonially opened by the
president on 16/09/2009.

OBA also donated sports and
photographic equipment to the

college and donated funds to relieve
the suffering of IDP in Vanni.

\ KALAIYARASI 2015



/ 'thfdugh ‘Kalaiyarasi 2011°. OBA as a new initiative
arranged free evening classes for vulnerable children at
Mahadeva paddippaham, Ottisuttan, Vanni.

OBA also completed the Principal quarter’s project.
In 2012, 25¢h year of the JHC OBA (UK) was
celebrated with a successful symposium involving
the eminent old boys of JHC followed by a well
appreciated ‘Kalaiyarasi 2012’

OBA also sponsored two students from JHC to
participate in International junior Science Olympiad
in South Africa.

Mr.K.Skandamoorthy (2012-2014) organised
‘Kalaiyarasi 2013 & 2014’ and fund raising events
like Twenty20 & Jolly Vibe. the funds were used to
build much needed toilet facilities at the college and
for further needs of the college.

In 2014, Sivaramalingam Memorial Library project
was initiated at a cost of £9,000. OBA also sponsored
a student from JHC to participate in International
junior Science Olympiad in Philippines.

Mr Saba Suganthan (2015-2016) was elected as
president in Oct 2014. Under his leadership, new
management committee has overseen successful
completion of the Sivaramalingam Memorial
Library and on 23rd March 2015, the library was
ceremonially opened by Master P Darukeesan who
came first in the all island ranking in the Maths
stream A/L results 2014. In February 2015, the OBA
organised an excellent seminar titled UPSKILLING
Aspire to a future’, a personal development plan
involving eminent old boys of JHC to help the
students and young employees in UK and at JHC.

In March 2015, more than1000 children were
provided educational assistance including JHC and
schools in Mullaithivu and Budulla to mark 125 years
of excellence of JHC by the OBA. First time in the
history, OBA U

e, .
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a with Colombo and Jaffna OBAs in
March 21st 2015. It has also organised ‘Kalaiyarasi

together in Ja

2015’ on a grand scale to celebrate the 125th
anniversary of JHC.,

Following the footsteps of OBA UK, it is heartening
to note that our brother OBAs in different countries
as Canada, USA, Australia (Sydney, Melbourne),
New Zealand, Germany, Norway, Switzerland and
Singapore, have all joined the league offering their
helping hands to our Alma Mater in a healthy

competitive manner

I pray to Saraswathy, Goddess of Knowledge, to grant
the required wisdom to all the old boys, to work
together hand in hand in the service to our Alma
Mater, especially at this time when she needs our help
the most.

“Wherever we go, whatever disaster happens,
We shall not forger the welfare of our mother JHC”

- College song -

Note

Writing about JHC OBA (UK) is not an easy

one with the events, achievements and the people
involved not being properly documented in the OBA
files. Kalaiyarasi journals offered valuable information

in compiling this history.

I must crave the pardon of the unsung heroes who are
not mentioned in my synopsis for no wilful reasons.
The fact is that the organisation has grown to such
great heights today not because of any single-handed
individual, but through the collective efforts of many
old boys from various walks of life expressing their
gratitude and appreciation to their Alma Mater and
their respected teachers, whose yecoman service has
been the contributory factor of our personal success
stories here in the UK and other parts of the world.

- A senior old boy of JHC -
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Professor Mahesan Nirmalan
Manchester Medical School & Manchester Royal Infirmary,
University of Manchester, Manchester. UK.

(JHC 1980 AL Batch)

The memories of Jaffna Hindu College, where
I spent 6 years of my student life are still fresh in my

mind.

The stern discipline of Mr E Sabalingam, the piety
of Mr P S Cumaraswamy - the two men who led

the School during my time there; the academic rigor
demanded by Mr Mariyadas — 8C class teacher, the
sense of humour of Mr Visagarajah — our English
teacher, the grit and the will to survive under adverse
circumstances of Subadharan - our Cricket caprain,
the chocolate flavoured ‘ice palam’ sold under the
‘Alari’ trees outside Cumaraswamy hall, the oily
‘Vaiyppan and ‘Bonda’ sold at Nadarajah’s canteen,
Hindu-Mahajana foot ball matches (which we always
lost), the idiosyncrasies of ‘Pandithar’ Kanapathipillai,
our art master- whom we fondly referred to as
‘Aarttar’ and of course the “Thevarams’ sung in the
mornings and afternoons - proudly announcing the
deep religious traditions that anchored the School to
its core values are some of the most fond memories
that I have held dear.

My father (late Mr K Mahesan) who was both a past
pupil and then a member of staff at JHC, ensured
that my brothers and I were also products of this great

Institution.

some of my rhoughts through JHC OBA Journal
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marking the 125th centenary celebrations in the
UK....... it is truly a privilege.

The past 30 years have seen many changes in the
School and in the broader Tamil society.

A roxic ‘socio-cultural-political’ mind-set (on both
sides of the ethnic divide) that refused to see the
Tamil people as an integral component of a united Sri
Lanka and the consequent perversion of two proud
cultures - characterised by the loss of lives, maiming
and mutilation of physical bodies, distortion of minds

and mass migration of its people.

Many of us stood paralysed and impotent as this

dark era engulfed our land. We did not know how we
should respond and hence we prayed, we organised
meetings, we attended rallies, we shouted slogans, and
above all we donated money to organisations that we
thought could turn the ride.

The purpose of this article is not to look back in order
to find scapegoats or to apportion blame, but rather
to make us look at the reality or the “wmriagmin"that
we inherited after 30 years of armed conflict so that
we as a people may move forwards.

Identifying, defining and acknowledging the
existence of some of the burning issues faced by our
Alma Mater and the broader Tamil community is
the first step towards their eventual resolution. In
_ordcr to prowdc a gllmpse ofth:s m;j;rmgbfbm in no

appea:ed in the popular medm in the fcccnt past.
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, Jaffna’s

District Secretary in a report had urged the

murder of a Poonkuduthivu schoolgir'l

police to act fast to check the rising incidence
of sexual abuse, exploitation and illicit sale of
liquor and drugs in the district. Describing
schoolchildren’s new found addiction to drugs
and banned substances as a “well-planned
strategy” aimed at disrupting the social fabric
of the north, the report sent to Jaffna’s Deputy
Inspector General highlights the alarming rate
at which crime is rising in the peninsula.....
Drawing the attention of the police to illegal
liquor sales that “continue unabated” in many
areas in the district, the report notes that
schoolchildren under the influence of drugs and
alcohol turn violent and are involved in crimes.

(Sunday Times 31st May 2015)

Back in the day when the separatist Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eclam (LTTE) ran a de-facro
state in Sri Lanka’s Northern Province, alcohol
consumption was closely monitored, and sternly
frowned upon. But after government forces
destroyed the LT'TE in 2009, ushering a new
era, strict rules governing the brewing and

sale of spirits have lost their muscle. Plagued

by poverty, trauma and a lack of employment
and recreational opportunities, civilians in the
former war zone are increasingly turning to

the bottle to drink their troubles away............
One of the disturbing trends is the prevalence
of female headed houscholds that have begun

to sell illicit liquor as an ecasy income-generation
method..... (Inter Press Service June 8th 2015)

Giving a breakdown of the consumption of beer
and liquor items in Jaffna, before and after the
war, the traders said that the consumption of
beer was at 5, 55, 304 litres in 2002, “but has
alarmingly swell to a mammoth 400,57, 000

in 2013”. “The foreign liquors consumed in
Jaffna in 2003 was a mere 4000 litres. It stands
at 61,134 litres in 2013, Local arrack consumed

003 was 307,380 litres bu it shot up £0.20

ur community will so
setback in the very near future,” the Jaffna

22

My recent conversations with principals of two

leading schools in Jaffna confirm the accuracy of the
above reports.

Those of you who are familiar with the history of
native Indians in the Americas and the Aboriginal
people of Australia, will appreciate the existential
threat posed by these challenges.

My friends, there is no point in blaming the next
man, the Colombo government, India, UN or the
International community for this state of affairs as
protracted civil war — usually in pursuit of some
political utopia, in any setting always destroys the
social structures that hold a society together.

The breakdown of these social institutions and the
value systems that hold the society together is bound
to manifest in a variety of ways.

Violent crime, alcoholism, addiction, rape,
pornography, prostitution and the general break
down of social order are merely the tip of an iceberg.

Many examples of such destruction of the social
fabric in the wake of prolonged strife can be found
across the world in general and in the West Bank and

Gaza in particular.

These issues, most certainly, cannot be solved by
simply pumping money into the system and in
fact in many instances the Dollars, Pounds and
Euros acquired simply through the ‘Undial system’
exacerbates and directly contributes to the above

mentioned decadence.

What then is the way forwards? And what role can
organisations such as the JHC OBA (UK) play in this
process? Acknowledging the basic fact that the Tamils
of Sri Lanka are in integral component of the wider
Sri Lankan society has to be, in my view, the starting

point.

T
o

biological system and in such integrated systems the
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The extrapolation of this philosophy implies that

the well being of Tamils in Sri Lanka is inextricably
linked to the well being of all people in Sri Lanka and
therefore those of us who are interested in the well
being of our kith and kin in the North/East cannot
ignore the well being of all Sri Lankans....... they are
— by definition, linked and inseparable.

On a similar token, suffering and pain, inicially
confined to any individual component of this “Whole’
is bound spread to engulf the “Whole’.

The half-burnt, naked bodies that came floating
down the Kelani river or were buried in the mass
graves of Matale in the late 80s (up to 60,000 by
some estimates) and my friends Venura, Kollure and
Kulathunga who ‘never came back for dinner’ bear
testimony to this phenomenon in our country’s recent

history.

This extension of suffering to involve the “Whole’
is not the result of diabolic conspiracies hatched by
outside agencies, but rather an essential feature of all

integrated biological systems.

It is in the very nature of creation, it is ‘the way’, it

is the “Tao" and as such, altruism is most certainly

the interest of

5 Sy I\ s and all other

ethnic groups, that this basic truth is acknowledged
and discussed more widely and there is a role that
the JHC OBA can play in promoting this mindset

amongst members of the Tamil diaspora.

‘The concepr of life — despite all its apparent
complexity and diversity, being part of an ‘Integrated
Whole’ is one of the basic tenants of both the
Buddhist and Vedantic Hindu Philosophies and the
JHC-OBA is well positioned to propagate this world

view amongst its members and the wider community.

What more can organisations such as the JHC-OBA
do to help the communities back home to deal with

the above scourge?

Even a casual visitor to the North&East would
recognise the total lack of cultural and other
recreational activities to keep our youth gainfully

employed and entertained.

Cheap South Indian movies with highly dubious
artistic and literary merit, screened in equally cheap
cinemas in Jaffna and other surrounding towns, by
and large, remain the only form of entertainment

available to these boys and girls.



: success at the conventional examinations and as a

conduit to higher professional degrees that then serve
as passports for emigration. Emigration to Western
capitals to join family members who emigrated a few
years earlier remains the sole ambition of all students
at either ends of the academic spectrum.

Sadly, that is what we all — you and me included, did
and is what our brothers and sisters who remain in Sri

Lanka are also encouraged to achieve at any cost.

But the bitter irony is that as long as we, the Tamils,
define success in terms of migration to foreign
capitals, the Tamil community left behind in Sri
Lanka will continue to get marginalised within

mainstream Sri Lankan society.

Arresting this trend involves creating and supporting
broader educational and entertainment facilities that
are aimed at producing well rounded individuals who
can interact with their counterparts in the rest of the

country with confidence and on an equal footing.

In practice, this means promoting Trilingualism and
a broader curriculum with an emphasis on sports and

other extra-curricular activities.

Of course conventional education needs to be
protected and promoted so that these boys and

girls can continue to be high achievers at national
examinations, but we also have to commit ourselves
to help our schools to produce a generation of sports
men and women who can compete successfully at

Provincial, National and International arenas.

If we can be creative in providing these opportunities,
| have no doubt that these kids will deliver the goods.
It is well within the capability of the JHC OBA(UK)
and its sister/brother organisations representing
many of the frontline Schools in the North and

East to initiate and fund a suitable programme of

activity aimed at producing these rounded men

and women within a defini

t

o chensive trilingual educs _
the future generations could acquire the ability to
comprehend, speak, read and write Tamil, Sinhala
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It is abundantly clear thar people who were lucky
enough to have benefitted from an effective trilingual
education (usually from Colombo, Kandy or other
leading outstation schools) have been better equipped
to reach their full potential than their counterparts,
who were monolingual and could barely manage to
communicate effectively in a second language.

The challenge for organisations such as the JHC OBA
is to provide the resources (and perhaps the mindset)
whereby effective trilingual education is accessible to
all students.

Members of the OBA who do visit the School
regularly must emphasise the fact that the pursuit of
trilingual education does not - in any way, amount
to being elitist, anti-Tamil or worse a betrayal of the
Tamil culrure.

It is an undeniable fact that such a narrow mindset
was actively nurtured amongst our people for short-
term political gains and challenging this mindset
must be seen as a priority. Failure to do so will be a
historic and unpardonable mistake.

There is very reliable, albeit anecdotal, evidence
suggesting that the gulfin linguistic/communication
skills between students attending schools in the
North/East and their counterparts from other

major cities in Sri Lanka has widened significantly
during the past 30 years, and it is well within the
means of the alumni to rectify the situation through

coordinarted action.

As a starting point the JHC OBA could set up and
fund a language centre which gives access to our own
students (and perhaps students from some of the
adjoining schools) to high quality Sinhala/English

education.

‘There is no doubt that Sri Lanka is at major
crossroads at the end of a long and protracted civil
war. As an integral component of the country, people
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as a proud and coherent community. In facing up to
these challenges, the alumni of all the leading schools
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However, our contriburions and actions in dealing

with these challenges should be governed by a well
thought out strategy rather than raw and primitive
emotions or simply sending more money to put up
new buildings and structures in memory of ‘this one’

or ‘that on¢’.

The discussions that have been initiated by the
current JHC-OBA (UK) earlier this year aimed at
building capacity and skills amongst the students and
staff at JHC is a welcome move in this direction. But
these initial discussions must be followed up by swift
action that will make a difference on the ground. In
fact we have to collaborate with our counterparts
from all other leading schools, so that a more
concentrated effort can be launched across the entire
peninsula aimed at promoting Trilingual education,
drama, music, theatre, debating societies, chess clubs,
sports and other wholesome extra curricular activities

that nurture the mind and the body. Resolving the

'-"fﬁﬁ’\fm i

onal to members of
ties working towards a common and
inclusive Sri Lankan identity where those of us from
the North and East feel proud of our “Sri Lankan

Tamil” heritage....... being equally proud of the two
components — Sri Lankan and Tamil, that define this

heritage.

While singing “Gamean 10mipsmaw H0ibha16) ” or
“Gapz5arde1Ga” and thereby making claims to our
links with the island nation from antiquity loud

and clear, we should also be equally proud to have
cohabited the island nation with another ancient
culture which defined a unique identity for itself and
the land based on the twin pillars of ‘Sinhala’ and

‘Buddhism’.

It is this change in our mindset that will lead to
true peace and prosperity in Sri Lanka and to all its

PCDPIL‘. It cannot l)t.' {.1011(.' in any Oth(_‘l" way.
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Seated: (L-R) Mr E Vaasavan (Treasurer), Mr S Nanthakumar (Vice President), Mr S Suganthan (President), Mr S Kirupakaran (Secretary),
Mr S Thevarajah

Standing(L-R) ~ Mr P Barthipan, Mr S Jehan, Mr S Jeyapragash (Assistant Treasurer), Mr C Nakeeran, Mr S Sabesan, Mr T Pirabaharan,
Mr S Chandraprakash

Absent: Mr K Kalaravi (Assistant Secretary)
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In today’s interconnected world, time is of a
premium and “HOPE” is the only way of positive
thinking, believing in positive outcomes. If hope
were a franchise, a lot of people would claim to own a
picce of it.... Everybody needs hope!

It is our best possession; it is a part of us and

makes our life meaningful. It is our best friend;
everything we do is based on hope!! Persons who
are characteristically higher in hope should manifest
higher ongoing “state hope” because they place
themselves in situations in which they experience

successful goal-related outcomes.

‘The power of an institution can be more than its
people.

Back in the days during 1987 when the Jaffna Hindu
College Old Boys Association was created, it was with
full of hope.

Now in 2015, after some 28 long years when you
look back on the Association’s achievements you
would be somewhat astonished to see how far it’s

travelled.,

The Sports body of JHC OBA UK was instrumental
for the detail planning process thar facilitated the
connections between the OBA members to see where

the association is heading.

Although it is predictable, because of such supremacy
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diaspora community in the UK outside of their own

motherland.

Nearly over two decades, the sports wing of the JHC
OBA have been dominating the scene and achieving
excellent sporting success; this was possible simply
because of the unity and shared understanding
amongst the players, organisers and of course with the
tremendous support and guidance provided by the
OBA year on year.

When we were about to write this article to the
“Kalaiyarasi” Magazine, we had an “all-embracing”

brain storming session about our journey.

We were looking for the facts and finds; the men

whom were behind the achievements; the masters
who've guided us and provided us with enduring

support.

There is a say “At times our own light goes out and is
rekindled by a spark from another person. Each of us
has cause to think with decp gratitude of those who
have lighted the flame within us”.

Though we will not be able to thank and mention
every person here in this article but it is appropriate
to mention some of our accomplishments, realisations

ﬂl‘ld Our success 5[01’}’.

JHC OBA Sports committec was always in the
background since 1987 but it took giant steps during
1991 and suitably formulated its sports committee

under the OBA.

ttee members Mr



an & Mr Pradhaban, v
ever cricket competition amongst the college houses

which was organised and conducted to the highest
“standards.

- In the same year, with the blessings of the OBA UK,
we then created “Jolly Stars Sports Club — UK”, as

a sports entity to conduct matters outside of our
constitution but reporting to the OBA in dotted

lines.

During this initial period of development, Mr
Nanthabalan and Mr Yasothabalan have lent us their
financial support whilst Mr Sevel helped us with our

sporting gears etc.

When we were marching on with our journey, we
were faced with numerous challenges and let-downs.
On this occasion, it is appropriate to thank, Mr &
Mrs Sriraviraj who took real care and attention and
looked after us with shelter and food before and after
of any major tournaments or pre-meetings and get-

togethers.

We also must acknowledge Mr Saba Suganthan, Mr
Uthayan and Mr Jeyapalan whom have gone out of
the way to supply critical support to the front-line
team members and to the organisers and encouraged

us to advance with our goals.

Our Association is surrounded by some amazing
people. Most of them never get recognized as thought
leaders or experts. But that doesn’t make their work

less valuable.

Over the years, we've received precious advice,
support from various people we admire. We must
thank Mr Pirabaharan (Sulthan), Mr Balamurugan

and Mr Gobiraj who have helped the JHC OBA

sports committee to spread its wings.

We were progressing through various sporting

activities but football and cricket took centre

notable achievement whereas our cricket in no time

40

ne s captains pe

challengers in various competitions.

As our on field success continue to catch everyone’s
eye, there was a major turning point in the history
of our sporting stories and it was the creation of the
“Twenty-Twenty” and “Jolly Vibe”

Our members, Mr Gobiraj (Gopi) the “masterful
creator” along with Mr Pradhaban (Loga) one of the
“best organisers” came together in 2004 and founded
the “Twenty Twenty” and “Jolly Vibe” under the
“Jolly Stars Sports Club-UK “ banner.

[t is considered to be the greatest picces of creations
that exhilarated our JHC Old Boys in the UK and
abroad. These events are now treasured by the OBA as

our annual calendar events.

Here in this article, it is absolutely essential to
testimony some of our individual performances which
produced head line stories in the media and created a
sensation amongst our community.

Mr. Prirabaharan (Sulthan) and Mr Pirabananthan
(Aby) represented the Winchmorehill CC and played
in the Middlesex Cricket League in 1993.

‘This entry was a great honour to our boys and was
avowed as a major advancement as it was the very first
time Tamilians played in such a great league.

It became a habit for our boys to the break records
during the carly nineties.

Our Gopi (Gobiraj) first broke the well-known
Central College Cricketer Thomas's record during the
1993 TSSA Cricket Summer Festival, scoring 69 runs
in 6 overs including 4 sixes and 2 boundaries in one
over against Union College.

Then comes the Sulthan (Pirabaharan) broke

1995 TSSA
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TSSA (UK) — Champions
St.Patricks College OBA Trophy — Champions
Captain — PPirabananthan (Aby) ill-_:leif Ii:;:}lzn_ge(::g::]; cfl:-l:ampions

Ealapoomy Trophy — Champions
FOC — Semi Finalists

1994 Caprain — P. Pirabananthan (Aby) TSSA ( UK ) — Champions

1996 Captain —T. Pirabaharan (Sulthan) g'?'i\A—{gEa) n:p(iioh:smpions

1997 Captain —T. Pirabaharan (Sulthan) ;_?_iA_{grgn:piTsmpions

1998 Captain - P.Piratheeban (Broody) BTA — Runner Up

1999 Captain — PPiratheeban (Broody) TSSA (UK) — Champions

2000 Captain —V.Theebaraj (Raju) TSSA (UK) — Champions

2001 Captain -V.Theebaraj (Raju) BTA — Champions

2002 Captain — N. Gobiraj (Gopi) TSSA (UK) — Champions

2009 Captain - K. Sivathasan ( Neru) TSSA (UK) — Champions

2014 Captain - Kanna TSSA (UK) — Champions

There are so many other lasting memories from our

“Over 40” and the “junior” Cricketers. Many trophies
and individual performances were recorded over the

years.

Our Over 40 Cricket Team lifted the TSSA trophy
successively from 1996, 1997, 1998 and 1999. ‘They
won it again in 2012 & 2013.

Our under 16 teams also performed to their
potentials and won the TSSA trophy in 2003 &
2004. The newly formed under 14 lads were the
championship in 2013

Most recently in August 2014, our old boy Mr
Gobiraj (Gopi) was presented with a National Award,
at the home cricket, Lords for his grassroots cricket

development efforts.

‘This honour has to go on the records as the “greatest

£ .'_l';!!_; __Li'é
in the UK.
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work and innovating new ways of promoting cricket

@ =il

Napoleon once declared that “a leader is a dealer in

hope,” which is a smart truth for most of us. At this
juncture of celebrating the 125 years of JHC, we are
all proud to be associated with our OBA and to our

“ "
alma mater”.

We cherish these successes with pride, but also due

modesty.

You have to have a grand vision for what you can
achieve. But it’s just as important to parcel the
journey out into the smaller steps you'll take along

the way.
Nonetheless, we are confident that progression we

have made is a significant contribution towards
strengthening our future success. “Let’s stay united”

God Bless All
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“ASPIRE TO-A"‘:FUTUE” -

Excellent seminar on Personal development plan

the Principal was able to convey the success and
JHC OBA (UK) organised a valuable seminar

failure of the present system of education, lack of
on an important topic —Personal development plan

discipline of students, lack of power to the teachers
on 22nd Feb.2015 at the Casuarina restaurant in in implementing discipline especially in the post war

the leafy suburb of, South London. The aim of this period and how OBA can help the college. Members

conference was to explore the need for personal were able to speak to the principal and had valuable

development plan to achieve the full potential for

discussions.

those who are students and young employees in UK
and also to propagate this useful knowledge to our All the speakers, I am proud to mention, were old
teachers and students in JHC. boys of Jaffna Hindu holding excellent qualifications

: semi s held whole day in f

............... et e T

of JHC at the beginnmg of rhc conferencc, ‘where
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1.Personal development of

students:

Dr.M.Vetpillai (1964 batch), Surgeon and former
senior lecturer in surgery,University of Jaffna.

Mr Stephen Jey (1994 bacch)

Director of Ardenta Consulting Ltd

‘They covert the following topics: respect for self and
others, maintenance and implementartion of code of
conduct tackling behavioural problems and personal

skills

2.Personal developments
for teachers:

Dr Mahesan Nirmalan (1980 batch),
Lecturer/medical doctor at University of Manchester,
Mr.Raj Kumaran (1989 batch),

Consultant-higher and further education.

Dr Nada Manivannan (1986 batch)

Research Fellow, Brunel University,

peakers:| { s on |

in teaching, Exc:mplary dedication, Quality

assurance, Personal development and importance of

o

o follow itu
AN ks

the leaders:
Mr. Senthilnathan (Sen) Kandiah (1976 barch),
Chartered Management Accountant

Mr. Gopi Raj, (1991 batch) HR Consultant

i Mr. C. Sahadeva

Very use full topics like team work, resolve conflict
and negotiate, advocate and influence,

leadership were discussed.

4. Team sport strategy:

Mr Raghavan Vijayakumar

Former lecturer in the Faculty of Agriculture at Jaffna
University

Mr Sinniah K Manoharan (1975 batch)

Finance Director, Kentec Mail & Courier Service
Limited

The following topics were covered in the discussion.

Sports camps, Sport psychology, Code of conduct,

knowing how to win or loose and motivation

About 70 members participated and aired their views
and suggestions of how these information could be

used to improve the standard of education, character,
satisfaction and life style of the students and teachers

here in our community in UK and in Jaffna Hindu.

[ congratulate the committee of JHC OBA for
organising this excellent seminar and would like them

p with further seminars possibly at JHC

£ e

Former President,Patron of JHC,OBA
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Independent Sales & Letting Agent

Moving is a busy and exciting time and o & '
we're here to make sure the experience goes =« o
as smoothly as possible by giving you all
the help you need under one roof.

Residential Sales & Lettings
Short Term Lettings
Management

Mortgages
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Contact Vasan for your entire mortgage, re mortgages,
building insurance, life & critical assurance.

i

T 020 8543 8484
F 020 8540 0107
M 077 788 72167
E hivasan@aol.com

- 1f you do'not keep up repayments
. on your mortgage

V & E Finance is an appointed representative of
Mortgage Match Home Loans Ltd, which is

authorised and regulated by Financial Service Authority.

Your:home.may be repossessed [

# 196,

Merton High Street,
South Wimbledon,
London, SW19 1AX.
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For the first time in Jaffna Hindu College Old Boys Associations history Jaffna, Colombo

and the UK branches jointly organised a get together & dinner for college staff. More than 100
school staffs and old boys participated in this event. This was our first initiative under the Personal
and Profession Development of Teachers and Student project. To mark 125 years of excellence, all
teachers were given a memorabilia tie pin. The event was concluded with lots singing and dancing by

the participants.

Jaffna Hindu College

0ld Boys Associations
(Jaffna, Colombo, U.K)

The Committee members of the above associations
Cordially Invite You

o
iy o

To:
The Get Together
&
Dinner

Venue : Tilko City Hotel, Jaffna
Time: 20:00 - 22:00 4
Date: 21st March E

K

Comunittes membery of Didboys Associations E3
W

JAFFNA HINDU COLLEGE 1

OLD BOYS ASSO IONS

-,

!“
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QUEENS COURT
HOTEL

The Queens Court Hotel, Exeter, is a boutique chic hotel in Exeter City Centre
which oozes style and panache. The hotel is a beautifully converted Grade 11
Listed townhouse with 19 bedrooms which combines Georgian charm with
glamorous boutique chic touches, with double rooms starting from only £79 a
night.

Enjoy an award-winning meal in our restaurant at the heart of Exeter City Centre.
Here at the Olive Tree restaurant in Exeter, we combine traditional British food
with modern cuisine, using only locally sourced meats, to create delicious meals

from breakfast through to evening dinner

o Wedding and Civil Ceremonies

o Wedding Breakfast from £23.95 per person

° Conferences up to 60 delegates

° Walking distance from St Davids and Exeter Central Train Station
. Exeter City Centre Location

Queens Court Hotel & The Olive Tree Restaurant,
Bystock Terrace, Ex eter, EX4 4HY.
Tel: 01392 272 709
I: enquiries@queenscourt-hotel.co.uk Web: www.queenscourt-hotel.co.uk

Conveniently located just of the A38 Exeter to Plymouth and Exeter to Torquay
road. the Exeter Court Hotel is full of charm and genuine smiles. Whether passing @ 7

through on your way to Cornwall, in Exeter on business, or having a holiday in
Devon, you'll find contemporary and comfortable accommodation and friendly
service at this hotel near Exeter.

. Wedding and Civil Ceremonies with beautiful ground
. Wedding Breakfast from £26.95 per person
° Conferences up to 150 delegates

° Buffet from £6.95 per person

. Birthdays and Special Occasions from £11.95 per person to
include room hire and buffet e
. 63 En-suite Bedrooms

Exeter Court Hotel, Kennford, Exeter, EX6 7UX
T: 01392832121 F: 01392 834056
www.exetercourthotel.co.uk info@exetercourthotel.co.uk
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BA Finance Ltd

Built on trust w

Mortgage & Protection (Non Investment) Advisor

| Specialistsin |

M Mortgage M Insurance

B Home Moves M Life Insurance / i
M First Time Buyers M Critical lliness Insurance &2 - -f
M Buy To Let M Income Protection P

Ve S = T 1
ETe 4 == T — B Re-Mortgage M Business Protection &
= E"'ITE mmefcial Mortgage M Private Medical Insuran

Great Exchange Rates
Immediate Money Transfer

S l ]E l{ l{ jl Bureau de Change

Reliable Worldwide Distribution
hh 4 A AR b
]‘JK(J ll I‘N(,I‘J ‘I We Are Specialized in
- Money Transfer Services to Sri Lanka.
Worldwide

MoneY Transfer Call us today for a great deal.

Service 0208 4276 649

www.sierraexchange.co.uk
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Under New Management

i

SIMOTHH! AT HHEABDSID, 2 enIa], & S
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(X O b

' . Tel: 020 8’5’54 4 1209
.Mob 07969 972:202°

www.Bananaleaflondon.com
Orders@bananaleaflondon.com
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"RISING SUN

HOTEL - RESTAURANT - BAR

Rising Sun Hotel & Restaurant

138 Greenford Road, Sudbury Hill, Harrow, Middlesex HA1 3QL
Tel: 0208 422 2575 - Email: admin@risingsunhotels.com - www.risingsunhotels.com

We have expanded our services...

* Banquet Hall with 120 people capacity
(Ample Free Carpark)

* Hotel Room Facilities Available

* Weekend Special Buffet with Live Music & Fine
Dining A La Carte service on Monday
to Thursday

* Highend Catering on our Brand of %bi'.";i\_

* Decoration & Event Management Services

* Special Live Cooking - Hoppers, Kothu and

Dosa available for Indoor and Outdoor

o~

w
J
JA\ -
YA Ahi Caterers

| Catering Hotline:0208 166 55

69

Our Branches
Abi Fast Food: 282, Northolt Road, South Harrow, Middlesex HA2 8EB Tel: 0208 422 9669

Abi Fast Food: 233, The Broadway, Southall, Middlesex UB1 1ND Tel: 0208 813 9494
Home Delivery and Online Order Available



| 12 th December 2015

The Manhattan Suite Contacts
The City Pavilion Suthan: 07967 394 579

Collier Row Rd, Romford Prakash: 07958 697 521
Essex RM5 2BH

New life Members since October 2013

Mr A Agilan Mr G Kumanan DrV Sarveswaran

Mr S Ambalavanar Mr M Kurunathan Mr S Saseetharan

Mr P Aranan Mr C Majeerathan Mr M Sasitharan

Mr P Barthipan Mr B Masilamany Mr S Selvaranjan

Mr N Baskaran Mr D Muruga Priyan Mr S Senthuran

Mr T Chandirapaalan Mr R Nadarajan Mr N Shanmuganathan
Mr S Gajadevasangary Mr S Paramaraksahapalan Mr N Sivalingam

Mr K Gobiranjan Mr S Pirabakar Mr S Sivasambu

Mr C Jasokumar Mr S Piramenthiran Mr 8 Sriskanthan

Mr K Jeymugunthan Mr S Prabaharan Mr P Sritharan

Mr K Kalaravy Mr R Rajendra Mr S Thirukkumaran
Mr G Karunakaran Mr R Rameshkumar Mr T Thusyanthan
Mr S Kuhanathan Mr A Ravishankar Mr S Umesh

Mr M Kuhathasan Mr R Uthayaraj Mr K Kulothunhan

~ Mr S Sabesan

i DR et e P B gy T e

Mr N Yogaraj
e Leazish,
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| WWW.ORDERFOOD.LK saawuissen s e

Order gifts, meals, fruits, cakes, flowers, gift hampers and
soft toys to your loved ones in Sri Lanka

Order from as little as £10

Get 10 % discount on your order.
Promotion code:JHCUK160630 Offer valid until:30/06/2016
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Order your tafgauay @1 Find me & lakeaway

# Available on the ANDROID APP ON

. App Store Google play
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- @ Accident Courtesy Ltd

Have you had a car accident?

Do you need a Raplacement car?

(Fault or No fault)
Do you need professional help on your car insurance claims? f

Recovery
Recovery service available nationwide

Repair/Choice of garage
Arrange repairs from dealers/manufacturers

' Legal representation

! We are here to do all services. We also have independent
| engineers

| Injury Claims
) We can take all the accident details from you and passengers and
claim your injury claims

Guaranteed Compensation

we claim back all your expenditures including loss of earnings

There is no excess to pay
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