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FIELD WORK CENTRE
OFFICE BEARERS

At the annual general meeting held on 28.12.2014 the following were
elected office bearers and exco members.

Patron . Mr. N. Theivendrarajah
Zonal Director of Education, Jaffna

President ;. Prof. (Mrs.) S. Kuganathan
M.S¢, Ph.D, Head, Department of Fisheries, Untversity

of Jaffna.

Vice Presidents : Mr. N. Anantharaj
Former A.D.E

Mr. V. Sivasithamparam
Retired Principal

Joint Secretaries . Mr. 8. Sukumaran
B.Sc, Dip.in Edu,
Former A.D,E (Maths)

Mr. A. Loganathan
B.Sc, Dip. in Edu, MEL

Treasurer i Mr. N. Ulaganathan
B.5¢, Dip.in Eduy,
Former A.D.E (Maths)
Committee Members . 1) Mr. T. Balakrishnan
B.Com, PGDE

2) Mr. R. Kuhananthan
B.5c, PGDE, MEL

3) Mr. V. K. Raveeharan
@B.Com, PGDT, Med (Hons), M.Com

4) Mr. R. Sivagnanam
B.5¢

5) Mr. A. M. Raveendran
®.1, PGDE
6) Mr. K. M. Eswarathevan
B.S¢, Dip.in.Edu,
A.D.E (Maths)

7) Mr. A. Nithivananthan
B.5c

8) Mr. A.C. Thavaranjit
B.Sc (Hons), M.5¢




Editor

Director of Studies

Examination Committee

Practical Implementation

Committee

Research Committee

Consultants

Mr.S. Sathyanaraayanan
B.5c, PGDE

Mr. S.V. Mahendran
B.Sc, Dip.in Edu,
Former A.D.E (Maths)
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Field Work Centre Tondaimanaru

Vision

To Upgrade the Standard of Education in Northern Province

Mission

Promote the teacher student activities on special emphasis
on out of school activities and on formal Education

Science and English medium Education.

History

This center founded in 1968 by a group of dedicated
professionals in the education sector has rendered yeoman
services to upgrade the standard of teaching and
also enhance opportunities for students in field study leading to
research works. The centre had all the facilities to conduct

~ residential seminars, with fully equipped laboratory and
all other requirements and was functioning very effectively .

until the late eighties.

Thereafter the centre suffered extensive damages in infra

structure and all their assets were lost or damaged due to the war

situation. The centre is now functioning temporarily with
limited facilities in the | / Vaideeswara College, Jaffna.
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Mathematics Evaluation Test (MET)
towards the enhancement of

Mathematical knowledge - 2015

Mathematics is a language for any field of learning. Now knowledge of Mathematics,

abilities and the inner aspects of the subjects are found to be on the decrease in the
present student community. The members of the academic community realize the
stark reality the knowledge of the students in Geometry on the decrease. This
predicament is due to the lack of importance attached to Geometry. What is found from the
question papers is that Geometry is not necessary for the attainment of the best grade at the
G.C.E Ordinary Level. As a result of this even in the teaching learning of Geometry what
is found is the lack of profound interest, The impact of this is easily noticeable in the
students studying in the Advanced level classes. It is noticeable that the students lag behind

in Applied Mathematics.

Before the new educational reform the position that prevailed was in Geometry as
well as Algebra the students were required to answer questions for three hours, so learning
Geometry was necessarily compulsory. Now such a position no longer exists. In the
Advanced Level Mathematics syllabus before 1997, as the question papers contained
questions in Geometry the students were compelled to learn Geometry. This position
facilitated the students’ answering the questions in Applied Mathematics question papers.
In the new Advanced Level Mathematics in the Pure Mathematics question papers there
were no questions related to Geometry, the students found it difficult to learn Applied
Mathematics, and the examination results evidence their low performance in their
answering the questions. To overcome this position the Thondaimanaru Field Work Centre
allied with the Provincial Department of Education, Northern Province has made
arrangements to encourage the students by holding a competitive examination with the

help of two and a half hours question papers in Algebra and Geometry each to award

valuable prizes and certificates to the first ten students who show their ability and to awagd—. _




certificates to the students who achieve Distinctions. What is believed is that beyond the
confines of the syllabus the students may enhance their knowledge of Algebra and
Geometry by their self — search an intimate knowledge of Geometry and other salient

aspects related to the study of Algebra and Geometry.

We express our first gratitude to the Provincial Director of Education, Northern
Province Mr.S.Uthayakumar who gave us permission to conduct this Research Study. Also
we express our gratitude to the Asst.Director of Education (Mathematics), Northern
Province, the Asst.Directors of the Zones in Mathematics, the Zonal Directors of
Education, Mathematics In Service Advisers and the Mathematics teachers who
immeasurably co-operated with us in the task of accomplishing this magnum opus . We

solicit your whole — hearted co-operation to implement this scheme annually.

Above all, our grateful thanks are due to Mr. B. Raveendran - teacher who

presented first three prizes and to Miss. N. Kala - teacher who presented all other

prizes.
“He who doesn’t know Mathematics knows nothing”
Thanks.
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71513 672% + 1592 + 834% = 2762 + 9512 + 4382
2194 654% + 1322 + 879% = 4562 + 2312 + 9782
852% + 1742 + 639% = 2582 + 4712 + 9362
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Those who secured Prizes in the Mathematics Evaluation Test (MET)
Conducted for the G.C.E Ordinary Level students by the
Thondaimanaru Field Work Centre in collaboration with the
Provincial Department of Education, Northern Province

13;) Name of the students School Zone Place
1. {105 R.D. Jeynrajon J/ St.Patrick’s College | Jaffna 1*" Place
Paul Janson

2. | Mas. P. Kanimaruthan | J/ Hartley College Vadamarachchi | 2™ Place

3. | Mas. P, Meeshanth J/ Hindu College Jaffna 3™ Place

4. | Mas. T. Thaksan J/ Hindu College Jaffna Distinction

5. | Mas. K. Ragulan J/ Hartley College Vadamarachchi | Distinction

6. | Miss. S. Keerthiga Vi Rambaikiutam Vavuniya South | Distinction
M.M.V

7. | Mas. P. Sarujan ¥/ Nelliyady: Central Vadamarachchi | Distinction
College

8. | Miss. V. Shalini J/ Karanavai M.V Vadamarachchi | Distinction |

9. | Mas. S. Mugunthan J/ Hindu College Jaffna Distinction

J/ Methodist Girls® High

Vadamarachchi | Distinction
School

10. | Miss. P. Thujitha
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Steer your achievements with public
speaking

O. Rajarathnam

ommunication skills have never been desired as much as it is now. Although our
Cdaily life involves an immense amount of conversation with many people from
various backgrounds; do well all speak with
fluency when the same discussion is
formalized, especially when our audience is
more than one person and the  conversation

goes public?

Although many in general have good

communication skills, it is difficult to deny
that we do not have many people with sound
public speaking skills. How many of us are
reluctant to take the stage to speak to a large

crowd or at least address a gathering of about

five or six attendees?

No matter how much our expertise in an area is, we fear being the centre of speaking
attention and attempt to avoid such scenarios at all times. This hesitation of formal public

expression has to stop and it needs to happen with us taking a step towards it, today.

Are we weak in public speaking? Our education system creates extremely intelligent
individuals but not many can boast of being able to market their intelligence well. A polite
smile and courteous speaking manner is an attribute that any Sri Lankan has, but we
require an accepted study practice that will give students the platform to project what they
are made of.

The schooling age of six to eighteen is so intense that our children become busier
than their working parents, the only motivation they have during this
period is that they may be able to secure a decent job in return for all the commitment they
render.




It is very disappointing to know that even after post graduation, these hard working
students in most cases do not succeed at interviews because they fail to conquer their fear
of having to present their achievements to a recruitment panel. Although they have clearly
achieved their best on paper, lack of exposure to such public speaking activity or the
unawareness by many that this type of activity exists; has worked to their detriment when

entering the job market; in spite of the hard they have put in.

The following are the most important features of communication skills especially
public speaking.

& Fluency

w  Diplomacy

w Confidence

There are many avenues of help available for those who wish to improve their public
speaking skills in English, Sinhala or Tamil, They can be enhanced during school-going
age by encouraging children to participate in speech, debating and drama (which are
closely associated with public speaking) contests. These types of contests are also
organized at Provincial and State level but participation does not reach large numbers.

Participating in speech contests helps to enhance one’s fluency, be it a prepared
speech or impromptu. Impromptu speech encourages spontaneous thinking and helps think
straight even while under pressure. Many organisations desire workers who have the
ability to work under pressure, hence having a taste of that pressure on a regular basis in
school will help one to adapt to an organisation’s pressurising work environment.

Fluency will avoid any miscommunication as it helps one speak in a concise manner
and present facts in an attractive fashion; hence attracting your potential interviewers or
any other audience.

Debating helps one to be analytical; it gives individuals the opportunity to express
their viewpoint pertaining to the topic and teachers discipline to propagate points of view;
depending on being a part of the proposing or opposing team. This trains those involved to
follow diplomatic styles argument, think independently and present ant present their
viewpoint within a disciplined framework.

Drama is now offered in schools as part of the various options available for aesthetic
subjects. Being involved in drama helps one eliminate stage fright. Regular enactments and__
constant familiarity of the stage enables anyone to increase confidence.
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This also helps one to be immune to negative reaction from the audience. This type
of confidence is imperative to survive in today’s job market. Drama also helps us speak
louder; acting on stage requires enormous voice training and participation in drama is an
easy way of achieving a loud, articulate and confident voice; from one’s school days.

It is important that parents realize that education and extra curricular activities that
aid in public speaking go hand - in - hand and it should be their responsility to encourage
children to take part in these activities without hampering studies to develop good
interpersonal skills. This will facilitate comparative advantage over other job applicants
when the job market becomes increasingly competitive.

Vocational assistance for public speaking skills

Vocational assistance for public speaking is available too. For those who are already
in employment and have been deprived of the
opportunities “All is not lost”; you may want to join
a Toast masters club that grooms professionals
from various industries to speak well in public. The
club gives every member an opportunity to speak

from a very wide spectrum of topics and assists

amateur speakers to mould their skills and present
them at their monthly meetings or even better, at annual speech contests.

Almost most of the commercial degrees will entail public speaking as there are

many presentations that contribute to the overall score of the final examination.

This will give those who can afford such degrees an opportunity to enhance their
public speaking and presentation skills. But there are also many institutes around Colombo
that offer assistance to enhance public speaking and communication skills and you can

enroll for one of these courses to support your improvement.

The ability to speak in public was an advantage in the past but now it is a necessity.
Good education does not mean having an “alphabetic soup” behind your name, it means
being able to market what you have.

Even the unsinkable Titanic sits at the bottom of the ocean today: because an
eleventh hour steering couldn’t save it from the iceberg. Before we face the same plight, let
us all steer our ship of achievements with the wheel of public communication skills.
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Learning difficulties

in children
Nilma D.

Grade 9 student, Sahan * was a restless boy studying at a leading school in Colombo.
He performed poorly in academic studies and was only interested in arts where he
was obsessed with script writing for drama productions.

His parents and teachers were very worried and they suspected if the teenager was
mentally retarded. That was when Dr. Indika Mudalige of the Sri Lanka College of
Psychiatrists was called in to assess Saban’s condition. The doctor conducted a series of
theoretical and practical tests to determine not only the student’s intelligence but behavioral
patterns too.

“After various assessments I deduced that the child was exceptionally brilliant
because he scored 130 percent on the IQ test that was given,” said the doctor. The only
problem was that Sahan didn’t seem interested in academic studies and wasn’t guided in
the right direction except ‘forced’ to study. “We then gave him counselling and told him
that he was exceptionally brilliant and it was then, that he was motivated to do studies and
he went on to excelling in academia.”

According to Dr. Mudalige, there are many reasons for learning difficulties in
children. “Sometimes it is hereditary and other times it is due to genetic factors. In more
recent times, autism has been known to be linked to environmental pollution,” he said.

In addition to this, learning difficulties can account to several factors in the home
front too. Often parents try to scold and discipline the child thinking they are behaving
badly but it might be a condition so it is best to look at the doctor.

“At an early age, if your child doesn’t reciprocate your feelings then it is a cause for
concern,” stated Dr. Mudalige. For example, if a mother smiles and the child doesn’t react
to it could be the start of child autism. “Children who play with a certain part of a toy like a
spinning top. If you ask them to draw a sketch of a man, they might just draw circles
repeatedly,” said the doctor.

He said that you needn’t reward the child with something as they are excited and
happy playing with a trivial toy. “They sometimes don’t colour within the line and will use
only one colour. Even when playing they might just play with one toy so these are all signs




that the child needs help in learning,” he said . “At the Mental Health Unit of the
Kalubowila Teaching Hospital we work with children having special needs by training
their family members and relatives to give them a better home environment including

giving exercises so that these children respond.” he said.

“For example, mothers are encouraged to blow soap bubbles to attract the attention
of the children.” The shocking fact is that in Sri Lanka, one in 150 children have some sort
of learning disability which encompass dyslexia, autism and ADHD (Attention Deficit
Hyperactivity Disorder).

Speaking to a News Daily more about child learning difficulties was Professor in
Psychiatry at the Faculty of Medical Sciences, Sri Jayawardenapura University, Prof.
Samudra Kathiarachchi said, “Even in normal children (who don’t have any conditions),
parents try to push them to do academic studies instead of tapping creative talents.

This is upsetting because society has glorified academically — oriented careers
instead”. She added, “What they don’t realize is there is nothing wrong with those who
didn’t perform academically.

For example, a child might fail at mathematics but they might be a good artist or a
versatile writer.” She said that it was upsetting to know that children label themselves as a
failure in the early stages because they can’t achieve their parent’s expectations. So
children shouldn’t be demotivated just because their parents want them to shine
academically, they should do what their heart desires and do it passionately.

Learning difficulties tend to occur if the parents neglect or do not know what is
wrong with the child shunning it away as bad behavior. “The solution is that they might be
slow learners but they’ll get there”, she said.

As for the future, Prof. Kathiarachchi said that there needs to be more people who
can get into occupational therapy to help children with learning difficulties. “We need
funds to train more people in occupational therapy and even with the School of
Occupational Therapy (part of the Health Ministry) not many are interested in this field and
we are still in dire need of trained people.” It might not seem like a profitable career but the
lives you touch and the children you heal is more than its weight in gold!

%* Name changed to protect individual’s privacy
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disability or disorder.

Types of learning difficulties in children
Motor difficulties and learning disabilities — Motor difficulty refers to

problems with movement and coordination whether it is with fine motor

skills (cuting, writing) or gross motor skills (running, jumping).

Math difficulties and learning disabilities — Learning disabilities in math
vary greatly depending on the child’s other strengths and weaknesses. A
child’s ability to do math will be affected differently by a language learning
disability, or a visual disorder or a difficulty or a difficulty with sequencing,
memory or organisation.

Language and communication learning disabilities involve the ability to
understand or produce spoken language. Laguage is also considered an
output activity because it requires organizing thoughts in the brain and
calling upon the right words to verbally explain something or communicate
with someone else.

Reading disabilities — Basic reading problems occur when there is difficulty
understanding the relationship between sounds, letters and words. Reading
comprehension problems occur when there is an inability to grasp the
meaning of words, phrases, and paragraphs.

Writing difficulties and learning disabilities — Learning disabilities in writing
can involve the physical act of writing or the mental activity of
comprehending and synthesising information. Basic writing disorder refers
to physical difficulty forming words and letters. Expressive writing disability
indicates a struggle to organize thoughts on paper.

Auditory and visual processing (the importance of the ears and the eyes) -
The eyes and the ears are the primary means of delivering information to the
brain, a process sometimes called “input.” If either the eyes or the ears aren’t

working properly, learning can suffer and there is a greater likelihood of a
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Right to Education
should be fundamental

N. Praghash
H.N.D.E.

ducation makes people easy to lead difficult to drive, easy to govern but impossible
Eto enslave said Lord Biougham. This is true for any country but more so for us

because of our size, discovery of customs and culture. It was lack of education that
was responsible for our enslavement to the British for the British for many ages. The
current strife and sectarian politics, is also but a direct consequence of a gullible and
misguided public it is indeed a matter of same. That even as we enter the new millennium
more than 50% of the population are still illiterate. This is despite our being the largest
democracy in the world, for the last 60 years.

It is therefore obvious that something more drastic needs to be alone in this field,
so that all enjoy the fruit of freedom. The present system of providing formal / informal
education through school colleges universities and adult education centers has not been
able to deliver the goods. It is therefore essential that education should be made a
fundamental right. The immediate fall out of this would be to bring to focus the
Government’s resolve to deal with problem. It has been observed that though a lot of hue
and cry has been over the last few decades for ensuring speedy education for the masses,
the situation on the ground level however remains uncharged. Every year a substantial
proportion of the budget is allocated for the education schemes. But most of this goes to
meet the administrative coasts of the on going schemes only. There is therefore immediate
need for pruning the administrative cost and increasing the budget outlays. For making this
fundamental right a reality for every citizen of the country. The begin with we can deplay
the college and university educated youth by making it obligatory for them to engage in
important adult education activities before being awarded degrees or jobs. The present
infrastructure of primary any secondary school teachers could also be effectively
developed on an honorarium basis using the present infrastructure of school and colleges
beyond normal hours.

More over in order to motivate the rural masses and to ameliorate their lot.
Suitable incentives in the form of cash and kind must also be offered. This as well as the
accessibility of the centers would undoubtedly inspire them to attend classes. It is therefore
not an unachievably objective provided there is a political will and administrative accimen
to implement it. (Mr.C.W. Kannangara brought free education in our country. Therefore he
is lovingly called “father of free education” as he wished, we should make his principl

true. This is the duty of every citizen of our country)
m A AN
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Should English be made a compulsory

subject in the curriculum
Miss. G. Abiramy

J/ Kokuvil Hindu College.

Today English is taking a new dimension. English occupies a prominent place among
the languages in the international arena.

Due to the unprecedented developments in Computer Education, English gains a
momentum. English is a gateway to world knowledge and relationship. A country without
English will be cut off from the rest of the world and will be plunged into darkness of
ignorance English suffered a great neglect or set back being the second language. Students
have neglected English over the years. The general standard of English is very poor in
schools, office circles, Banks, Universities and business establishments due to the absolute
negligence of English on the part of students and white collar men.

The only way to ameliorate the deteriorating English is to make it a compulsory
subject in the curriculam. Making of English as a compulsory subject will inspire
enthusiasm and interest among the students to learn English.

English knowledge is a window to employment opportunities, higher education and
other professional developments. To maintain a good standard of English in education,
English should be made a compulsory subject.

We welcome the decision of the Ministry of Education for having made a pass in
English a must for any university course. This is an eye opener to make the students realize
their mistake and feel the importance of English.

The University students already following the chosen course find it an uphill task to
complete the course without English. The Ministry of Education must pave the way for the
survival of English language by making it a compulsory subject in the curriculam.

( Creativity \

The whole difference between construction and creation is this: that a thing
constructed can only be loved after it is constructed; but a thing created is loved
before it exists.

- Charles Dickens
Happiness lies in the joy of achievement and the thrill of creative offort —
- Franklin D, Roosevelt /__‘
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Peninsula In Search Of Water

S. Lavanya
Jaffna Technical College.

Jaffna peninsula is a narrow piece of land projecting into the sea, almost an island.
Though surrounded by the sea water, its only source of water is the underground
water.

Emerging from the atrocious war grip, the Jaffna peninsula is beginning to
breathe freely, and feel at ease. People of peninsula are slowly progressing towards
development of the peninsula by enhancing their infrastructural facilities, sending
their agricultural productions to the south, investing and involving themselves in
various stages of development.

We can categorize our requirements for water under a minimum of three headings.
1. Agriculture
2. Daily domestic water requirements
3. Potable or drinking water

Agriculture

Agriculture is considered as the most important economic activity of the people
of the Jaffna peninsula. Traditional methods necessarily restricted the quantum
extracted and it was the sole from of obtaining water. In the next stage, our people
resorted to the water pump for the purpose of drawing water. They were not aware
of the amount of water pumped out.

Because of competitive conditions, farmers are concentrating on artificial
fertilizers input for increased production and quality of production. Artificial manure
takes longer periods to have it removed through the normal natural cycles. Use of
fertilizers has also necessitated the excessive use of water.

Daily domestic water requirements

Like the agricultural use our domestic water requirements too have increased
manifold. Some unnecessary wasteful water usages have turned out to be absolute
necessities. Spartan bathing with well sweep drawn limited water is replaced by hour
long bathroom bathing. There is wasteful use of water by excessive use of generator...

driven water pumping.
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Same wells are the only source water for many houses. As an alternative,
because of limited space, tube wells are appearing. In discriminate sinking of tube
wells to unnecessarily deeper depths pierces through layers of good ground water
and goes deeper. This not only damages the pure ground water lens fating on the
brackish water but also helps to raise the brackish water level to the pure water
level.

Potable or drinking water

More than 75% of the anatomy is composed of water. ‘Thirst’ is the signal that
our body is in need of water. If the water we drink is sufficient and of good quality
that itself will be enough to ensure our better health.

What do we consider as the quality of water? As we learnt in our basic
education, water must be colourless, odorless, tasteless, and characterless. Though
the above is true, certain things get accustomed in due course, due to individuality of
man, the different ways he consumes for taste and so on. Certain amount of immunity
also develops. This is the situation of our people in the peninsula.

It is true to say that 75% of the water the peninsula consumer gets is
contaminated. Underground contamination takes place in two principal ways. In this,
human activities as well as natural changes, rapidly and more severely affect our
portable water.

Good water that is drawn is not replenished by similar water lens and the sea
water enters the water table. Because of it our portable water is turning brackish.
This takes two ways.

* Intrusion of sea water

* Up - coming of sea water

Our underground water table is thin lens floating in the sea water. When there

is excessive extraction at the edge of the lens, sea water enters the vacant space with
ease.

When more water is extracted from the middle there is sea water entering and
the likely result is contamination of the portable water.

. Many of fresh water areas are now deteriorating and turning into brackish
water areas. So we should take immediate action to save the water for our future

generation. ”
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Based On Self - Assessment
Let us build eur habits
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1. 1 wake up thinking -
I didn’t have to go to school. |
2. Iam not happy to be
with my classmates.
|
3. Iprefer to eat my meals alone. f
4. 1don’t want the criticizing teachers. i
5. Ithink about my departure time from school. ‘
6. Itry to be out of the group of students. |
7. Ido not want to speak about my problems to f
anyone in school. {
8. T attend to discussions of others.
9. Inever discuss my learning problems with my
studious friends.
10. I feel I study low.
11. I never try the challenging subjects. |
12. I never discuss the tough lessons with any educated ones. z |
13. I am fear about my future examination., i
14. T am not satisfied with my works at school. S
15. I am not satisfied about my position in the class. !

(a) Marks for always is one.
(b)  Marks for usually is two.

YOUR SCORE !!!

(c)  Marks for sometimes is three. 15 — 30 you have problems with studies. '

(d)  Marks for never is four. 31 — 50 you are in good condition.

51 — 60 congratulations!!!
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F.W.C - The Amendments of the
Constitution

The Amendments of the Constitution unanimously
passed at the Annual General Meeting held on
28.12.2014:

1. It was resolved that the Thondaimanaru Field Work
Centre Administrative Body eclected in 1997
sanctions the monetary transactions only through the
current Account Number : 1094389 started in the
Bank of Ceylon branch at Stanley Road, and to
continue to make use of the same Bank Account for

further monetary transactions.

2. It was further resolved that the usual costs of our

institution could be met with the sanction of the
Administrative Council, and that the special major
costs could be met with the sanction of the Patron

additionally.
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