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Day Care Centre at Vavuniya

The Diocese started work in the
Vavaniya District about five years
ago. The Minister who was
posted in Vavuniya was in chrage
of our congregation there and
also the congregation at Cheddi.
kulam, twenty miles away. A
long felt meed to establish a Day
Care Centre in Vavuniya has now
become a reality. The Diocese
has completed building the ground
floor of a two storey building at
Vavuniya Town. This ground
floor will serve as the Day Care
Centre and has been named St.
Peters Day Care Centre, Vavuniya.
The upper floor when completed
will house the Parsonage where
the Minister in Charge will reside.
The Day Care Centre building was
dedicated and declared open "as
reported briefly in our last issue
at a simple Serviee on Saturday,
the 4th of January at 9.30 a. m
by the Rt. Rev. D. ]J. Ambala-
vanar, Bishop of the Diocese.
The Reved. D. S. Thiagarajah,
Circuit Pastor and Revd P. R,
Navendranugoolan of the Vavuniya
Church also participated in the
Service. Mr. Ratnapragasam,
Treasurer of the Vavuniya Church
.read the Lesson and also wel-
comed the gathering to the function.
The Bishop preached the sermon
based on the parable of the sheep
and the goats in Matt. 25. A
Fellowship Tea followed the Ser-
vice.

It was an inspiring event
taking  into account the very
tronbled and disturbed sitnation in
that area. Events of this kind
help toe remind us that God’s
work goes on, whatever the
situation may be.

University Students Christian
Centre

A long cherished dream of the
Christian- students and staff at
the Jaffoa University for a Centre
which would serve as a place of
Worship and for Meetings and
fellowship has now begun te
take shape. About thres years
ago the Jaffna Diocese of the
C.S.1. purchased a small plot of
land opposite the Kokuvil Railway
Station along the Campus lane.
The Diocese has now been able
to raise the necessary funds to
start the building. On the 6th
of January (Epiphany) at 4-00
p. m the foundation stones
for the Centre were laid.by the
Rt. Rev. D. ]. Ambalavanar, Bish-
op of the Jaffoa Diocese of the
C. S. I, the Ven. Sam D.
Horshington, Archdeacon of Jaffoa
Chureh of Ceylop, the Rev. H.
R. S. Jeyachandran, Chairman,
North & East Synod of the
Methodist Church and Mr. Jo M,
Sabaratnam, Chairman of the
Jaffoa College Board of Directors.
This Centre when completed will
include a Chapel, residence for the
Chaplain, Library, Cafeteria and
a few rooms. The Chaplaincy
de SoRuisusy of reprgsontatives

THE MORNING STAR

Registered as a Newspaper wt the

undcr No. Q/J/Z!/Newc/S)
A Christian Weekly :

E:b ed: 1841:

Vol. 146

]Al FNA, FRIDAY,

General Post Office, Sri Lanka

Pubhthed Every Friday
7 TG 4
mﬁGi N4 1 I,

et

17th & Z4lh ]ANUA - \
RIGHTEOUSNESS EXALTETH A NAl‘lﬂl BUT SIN 1S A RE Wc{'lo ANY phomj

Food for Thought

posal of modern society.
unchanged.

Modern Salvery

Modern Slaves are not put into chains for the simple
reason that they have no possibility of escaping. Con-
temporary society has methods of keeping a tight hold
on its slaves which the Greeks never dreamed of. I
don’t mean only machine guns or electrified barbed wire
fences, but all the other methods at the disposal of mo-
dern technocracy — ration cards, permits to live in hotels,
to travel by trains, to walk up and down the streets. to
move from one place to another.
the Egyptians would have put their slaves in chains if
they had had the automatic means of control at the dis-
But the slavery itself remains |

N\

Neither the Greeks nor
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The Twentyfifth Hour — C. Virgil Gheorghin

Mrs. Bandaranayake on the *Tamil Problem’

[ After the restoration

We supported the idea that
the TULF must be brought to the
Round Table Conference; they
were brought and npevertheless it
was a failure,

We kept on insisting that
India be asked to help and finally
India was asked and help came
by making the terrorists—who were
adamant in mot helding a dialogue
with the government to come to
the conference table at Thimpu.

But that too failed, since the
terrorists are adamant about their
demands and the government
paturally could not grant their
demands since the terrorists’ stakes
are high.

Then there were the discussions
between the President and Rajiv
Gandhi in the DBahamas; also
Lalith Athulathmudali’s talks in
Oman with Rajiv Gandhi and
then again talks in Dhaka betweea
the President and Rajiv Gandhi.

What are the results of these
talks? We do not know and the
people have a right to know; it
is the country’s problems,

Obviously, as I see it, all at-
tempts have failed, and Bhandari’s
requests to the terrorists to have
a go at another dialogue with

from the three main Churches in
Jaffina will be responsible for the
running of the Centre. At the fune-
tion on the 6th the three Church
leaders led the brief Service
which was followed by a fellowship
tea. Christian students and staff
from the University were present,
The Deputy Vice Chancellor, Prof.
C. Sivagnanasundram, Dean of the
Arts Faculty Mr N. Balakrishnan
and many other Lecturers repres-
ented the University., The Bible
Lessons at the Service were read
by two students, Miss Darshini
Sothinathan  and Mr. Victor
Jeyakumar. Mr. A. C. Canagarajuh,
Eagngineer, who griciously prepared

the plaos for tohe building also
agreed to supervise its construc-
tioR.

of her civic rights.]

the goveraoment failed.
TULF has made proposals but
even they are not sure whether
the terrorists will accept them.

Then take the terrorists
themselves. They are splintered in-
to groups, each fighting the other
for leadership. They are, however,
not the elected representatives of
the people—1 mean the Tamil-
speaking people.

The

We do not even know whe.
ther the majority of the Tamil
people accept them as their represen-
tatives or not.

It s a eomplex
Take the TULF.
feel eonfident to
their home base. And what, after
all, is their homeland? They are
trying to negotiate from foreignt
soil. Doubtles, the TUTF and
the terrorists, as I mentioned
earlier, don’t see eye to eye.

problem.
They don’t
come back to

My answer ie: Let the Tamil-

speaking people decide who is
to discuss their grievances and
problems.

We must ask India's help

to asks the terrorists to put down
arms and stop fighting. India
must come out strongly on this.
On the other hand, the govern-
ment must also be willing to re-
meve any restrictions imposed by
it on the terrorists and the T.
| U O

India can then persuade them
te come over and contest in a
General Election. This will give
tbe Tamil people a chance te
elect whom they want to discuss
their grievances and their problems.
Of course, at a general election
the Sinhala people will be given
a ohance, too, to choose their
representatives and their govern.
ment. Actually, as I see it, a
General EBicction ia ths eontext
I tave descriped will also strengthen
pands of the Government
pegoiatons  tocreafter, with
representatives,

the
mn
the 1 wmil
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Fragrant Birthday Memories
31lst January, 1986

A man for others, his buoyant
spirit continues to live in the
hearts of his loved ones as
another witness to the life
abundant in Christ Jesus our
Lord,,

(Ardently and adoringly
remembered on his 54th
birthday by his beloved
wife Padma and children )

No. 4, U. T. C. Quarters,

43, Miller’s Road,

Bangalore 46, India.

Birthday Remembrance

I. P. Thurairatnam
(Bern 24-1-1904)

Death is just the gateway
Our loved one has passed through
But so many beautiful memories
remasn.,
Remembered with affection

by his wife, children and
their families.

Wanted
Applications are invited for
the post of full time resident
Warden of a Girls Home at
Uduvil. A Christian lady with
knowledge of English will be
selected. Salary negotiable accord-

ing to gualification and experience-

Apply before 15th February,
1986 with copies of Certificates
and testimonials to:

The Secretary,
[ 81D P oyl iy 4
Diocesan Office,
Vaddukoddai.

DANFORTH — Emily Jeevara-
nam nee Sabapiathy ) wife of
the late Lazrus Rajadurai.
Danforth and mother of Helen,
Joyce and Ebenezer called to
rest on 16th December 1985.

99 city Roda. Merewether,
New South wales 2291, Ause

Walig:
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Association carrying picket signs

Jaffoa has buried (or crema-

its dead — eight civilians
::o’were killed on 5-1:86 around
the Jaffoa Fort area, tlu:c;
( who, according to regorts in-
cluded two Muslimis ) killed on
16-1-86 and  five who were
killed on 17-1-86 in e seafch
and destroy operation in ; which
two houses were set on fire and
burnt down. The scenes -of the
operations on 17-1-86 which ac
cording to reports claimed. 16 civi-
linn casualties were the Vl”ﬂg‘es of
Kaddavan, Erlalai, Kurumpa.(:lddy,
Myliny and Tellippalai ( villages
bordering on the Palaly Camp)
with a very large school commu-
nity.

A security zone, extending
for a radius of 1000 metres round
all military establishments has b?en
declared. The reason, according
to an official spokesman is that
one soldier was killed and tvao
were idjuradﬁllawing two terrorist

attacks during which ‘“the fort
was pounded with morfars”.
These imexorable march of

events has brought Jaffna to the
centre of the military  vortex.
How close the residents of Jaffoa
were to this vortex became
evident on 20-1-86 the first
working day of the week after
the Thaipongal celebrations. The
presence of two foreigners with
cameras spotted by government
sentries was about to spark off a
major military offensive from the
forces garrisoned in the Fort, as
that witnessed on 5-1-86. Merci-
fully, the tension ceased as rapid-
ly as it started.

Vembadi Girls College students
bad to scurry back home in
mini-buses, Central College closed.
Shops put dowa their shuttres Gov-
ernment and Bank officials, on the
way to office were in a quandry
whether to proceed or stop where
they were. It took nearly two
hours for the ‘mighty heart’ of
jaffaa to revive and start beating
normally,

Normal fear protects but
abnormal fear paralysis, Here in
Jaffaa, we find ourselves as if
perched on the op of a volcano
With 1ts mouth temporarily closed.
A caution which €very one who
boards a bus o Jaffna  town
from the outlying villages is given
1m good faith, 15 thig:-
you let yourself go,
can let yourself back”,

Buat for all
frauma recent events ip
have generated, there is
new drum beat, [t jg not the
drum, beat of a funpera] march
but the ‘beat’ of the march of
& determined people og the moye
pledged 10 demand their rights
from the government incessautly
by non-violent, means " never let-
ting them rest” (as Martin Lu-
ther King would put it ).

“'Before
be sure you

the fear gapq
Jaffoa

also a

The reported march of Muslim

Citizens from the precints of
Osmania College to the New
Secretariat  (pige ) uslims had

beea reporied killed due to army
©XC0sSeS In recent times), the
demonsiration of g 4000 - strong
CItiZen uprising from (he villages
of Kadduvam, Erlalaj and Kurum-
paciddy to meet the AGA at
Uduv!, the Mothers mob.lisiog

were scenes never baforev witness-
ed on this scale before in Jaffoa.
[The Jaffoa People’s Action Com-
first to meet the

mittee was the : :
Brigadier and register its protest.
‘The first treatment for

burns is that the patient should
be removed from the fire’. The
citizens claim with one voice that
unless the army is removed frf)m
the Fort, the promulgan‘on
about the 1000 metre Secunl'y
Zones is withdrawn, no life is
safe in Jaffoa.

“In a crisis’, said Lloyd
George, War time Prime Minister
of England (1914 —1918), “the
hammocks that look like eminen-
ces in fine weather are sub.
merged and the highest peaks alone
are visible above the waters’.

' Highest peaks' in the past
have not been wanting. Towering
over the buildings in the area
immediately round the Fort—
buildings some of which have been
brought down, some damaged,
seme pockmarked with bullets, is
an 80-foot granite pillar—a people’s
memorial to the Tamil Leader,
Mr. S. J. V. Chelvanayakam, Q. C.
the co-architect of the B.—C. Pact
a constituitional document which
even today is acclaimed as a
Document which could solve,
without any more blood letting,
the Tamil problem.

The following Report
the Hindn which appeared last
year in the CDN of 13-2.85 ig
relevant in this eontext:—

“ The Indian approach is
keep on prodding the Sri
Lankan gevervment to come
forward with some new ideas
capable ef meeting the subs-
tanee of Tamil demands, to
enable them to live with
honour and security as equal
citizens which would automa.
tieally wean  away the
extremists from the path of
violence under pressure of
moderate opinion,

So it has been trying to
persuade Mr. Jeyawardene to
dovetail the basic concessions
embodied in Annexure ‘C’ into
this limited offer of limited
devolution to put greater con-
tent into it”,

and

from

to

The government now expects
pressure of public moderate opinion
to be exerted on terrorists if the
Tamil people are to live in peace
and security and if the security
forces are not to overstep the
limits of vested authority ( which
it is reported they have often
done ).

But where would this pressure
(of moderate public opinion ) come
from, when a just political solution

?s yet a distant dream and in
its place is found a military
apparatus, in the hope, some

believe, of ultimately negotiating
from a position of strength,

A new dyoamism however is
now discernible in Jaffaa replacing
the old immobilism, a dynamism
emerging out of the turns ang
twists of our recant political
developments. The niw forue’
finds its inspiration in ‘he wordg
of a former Swed sh  Pease
Researcher, Dr. B. Wirmark: —

“An armed groun \shich usas

violence agaiast the lisciplinad
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Release of

Esssys

in honour of

Rt. Rev. Dr. S. Kulandran and Rt Rev. Kulandran’s

Collected Works
on Monday the 10th

(Ope Volume)

of February 1986

ate3i80hp: m
at the St John’s College Hall, Jaffna.

Chairman :
Introduction of the Books:
Speakers :

Rt. Rev. D J. Ambalavanar

Mr. S Jebanesan M. A.

Rt. Rev. Dr B Deogupillai

Professor K= Sivathamby

You are requested to be present.

The British Council
English Teaching Programme

The Higher Institute of En-
glish Education (HIEE) and the
Currriculum Development Centre
(CDC) are the two projects
manned by British Council Offi-
cers as Consultants.

The HIEE established last
year with Consultant Ray Tongue,
will now have three KELT ( Key
English Lauguage Teaching) Offi-
cials — Allistair Allan, Andrew Tho-
mas and James Drury. They will
serve here fore two years.

The CDC will have two more
officers added to help two already
here. Andrew Perkins and Lesley
Randles will join Ray Brown and
Gerald Mesback in Teacher Edu-
cation Project and production of
Secondary Materials.

At the site of the Old Musaeus
Training College, Kalutura, a Col-
lege of Education for Teachers
of English was opened last year —
The Pasdumrata College of Edu-
cation. A KELT Officer will
soon arrive to take up residence
here.

military forces of an in-
dustrial nation is always in
danger.

But a non-violent campaign
usually combines various forms
of struggle.... The campaign
is built up as a movement
step by step. Each step has
a specific purpose which en,
tails some limited transfer of
power or partial democrati-
sation so that new demands
can be mads from a position
of greater sirength.”

On the subject of ‘' terror-

ism” in India and its subsequent
gradual disappearance from the
Indian scene, Pandit Jahawarlal

Nehru makes the following com-
ments in his "autobiography ”
which has a pointer to our situa-
tion in Sri Lankal—

"It is very easy and very fa-
tuous to condemn persons or
acts without seeking to un-
derstand the springs of action,
the causes that underlie them...
But fifteen years stress on
non-violence has changed the
whole background in India.

If the ‘' background of ter.
rorism' is to change in Sri Lan-
ka, it cannot be by coercion or
by the mounting of a big milita-
ry apparatus. Such an operation
may suppress and bottle up but
not eradicate. The non-violent
method of bringing about a change
if rightfully pursued is,
ing to Mahatma Gaadhij
Jallible method ",

accord-
" .
an in-

W. N. S. Samuel,
Director.

Earthslips, Floods add to
Sri Lanak’s Travails

The disaster tally caused by
earthslips in the plantation areas
is estimated at 47. Most earth-
slips were in the Nuwara Eliya
and Badulla Distriets. In the
Maturata Area, one major earth-
slip burried three houses killing
all 14 inmates.

The heaviest rainfall was in
the Amparai District { Eastern
Province) where 6000 families
were rendered homeless around
the fields of Akkaraipattu, Nearly
25,000 people lost their homes
in the Trincomalee District, while
in Pollanaruwa, 1000 families lost
their homes. A 200 foot stretch
on the Kandy — Ragala Road bad,
It is reported, suok to a depth of
five feet.

In the Eastern and North
Central Privinces, 84,000 families
were cut off by floods,

The torrential rains reached
its peak on 11-1-86. The Victo-
ria floodgates was releasing it is
said water at nearly 900 cubic
metres per second and Maduru
Oya was shooting out mere than
two metres deep at its spillway
( Both reservoirs are in the Ma-
bhaweli system ).

Hindu Affairs Minister
Clarifies Controversial Ritual

Minister of Regional Deve.

lopment and Hindu Affiairs C.
Rajadurai bas cleared the mis.
understanding  that the White

Horse at the Sri Kathiresan Tem-
ple, Bambalapitiya, a symbol of
one of the avatars of the Lord
Vishnu, will be sacrificed at the
end of the 48-day ceremony—
the Aswameda Yagna — being
performed currently with a view to
invoke the blessings of the Al.
mighty for Peace, Amity and
Harmony and the prosperity of
our country and the world at
large.

“There will no sacrifice of
the horse” the Minister has said
“but only an ash melon that re-
presents the horse to whom offer.
ings are now made will be dedi-
cated to the fire god at the end
of the ritual and the horse will
be donated to a place of wor-
ship.

The law prohibiting animal
sacrifice in this country, the Mi-
nister said, is in full foree,

. The Aswameda Yagna is a
fitual, we are told, which dates
hf\ck to the Rigvedic and Puyra-
nic eras of aver 2000 years 4g0y
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How to Discover Our Spiritual Gifts

by

B inseliar be-

tant went to 2 HOORE
cause he had been asslgnT 1
task by the elders of his ocalt
church which he felt wa.s_nol
in line with his basic spiritua
abilities. As a result he was
experiencing a good deal of
anxiety and frustration. After
several hours of counselling,
during which he was shown
how to discover and develop
his basic spiritual gift, he re-
turned to his church and sug-
gested to his minister t_hat he
be given a task more in har-
mony with the basic gifts God
has given him. He was then
given a Dew task which gave
him a great degree of spiri-
tual fulfilment. Later the mi-
nister of the church believed
to have said, *We have de-
cided to approach every mem-
ber of our church in a much
more cautious and prayerful
manner than we have previous-
Iy done so that we help them
to discover, not what we want
them to be doing but rather
what are God’'s purposes for
their lives in this part of His
Body, the Church”. A chris-
tian who discovers and deve-
lops his basic spiritual gift will
function in the Body of Christ
with maximwm effectiveness and
minimum weariness. If he fails
to discover a place God wants
him to fulfil and tries to un-
dertake a task for which he
is not divinely fitted, then he
will “function in that role with
minimum effectiveness and maxi-
mum weariness, In every con-
gregation of God’s people the
basic gifts needed for the de-
velopment and maturity of that
group are already deposited
there by God. The task left
to us isto discover these gifts,
develop them and use them in
the way God desires. In order
for a local chrch to develop
spiritual maturity all of its
members must function in the
way God designed them. As
in the human body each part is
designed to function in har-
mony and interdependence, so
are we positioned in Christ’s
Body to perform a specific and
God-dseigned task. Performing
that task to the fullest possible
degree is the main calling of
every christian, because “ Just
as there are many parts to our
bodies, so it is with Chirst's
body. We are all parts of it,
and it takes every one of us to
make it complete, for each
have different work to do.
So we belong to each and each
needs all the others” (Romans
12:4=5 T. L. B.).

The New Testament intro-
duce§ us to three distinct
streams of gifts which are
listed respectively in Romans
12:6-8 1 Corinthians 12:8- 10
and Ephesians 4:11-12. Each
member of the Trinity assumes
responsibility for the adminis-
tration and operation of a
particular set of gifts. The
gifts - outlined in Romans 12
are described as ‘basic gifts ’,
wpig:h are distributed and ad-
mln}stergd by God the Father.
Basic gxtt is defined as “a

Rev. T. S. Premarajah

spiritual motivation or an in-
ward drive within our persona-
lities which prompts us to
minister in certain directions
within the Body of Christ”.
A talent. on the other hand,
is a natural aptitude to do
something well, such as an
ability to paint, to sing, to
write, to speak, and so on.
There are seven specific gifts
mentioned here :

1. Preaching:

The Greek word used here
is propheteia which means public
exposition or presenting truth
with force, clarity and convic
tion. It is the gift of inspired
preaching; the God-given abi-
lity to present truth in such a
way that it touches the con-
cience of the hearers and
exposes unrighteous motives

2. Serving :
This gift enales one to be
extremely sensitive to - the

personal needs of others He
will demonstrate a deep con-
cern and desire to help another
brother or sister in practieal

ways so that they can be
treed for greater and more
effective  service. Such a

person also will overlook pers-
onal comforts and convenience
so that the needs of others
can be met.

3. Teaching :

This gift enables the one
who possesses it to clarify Bi-
bilical truth with great effec-
tiveness. Such a person will find
within himself a deep desire to
search out and validate truth,
dig around for important facts,
manifest great diligence in
study and compare one Scrip-
ture with another so that the
truth can be presented in a
proper perspective.

4. Stimulating the faith of others :

This is the gift of personal
counselling. Some are gifted
with spiritual eagerness to help
oters with their problems:
Whenever they see a weak
christion something rises within
them to respond by persona
encouragement and councelling.
They have that special ability
to say the right words and to
minister to them in such a
way that helps them resolve
their problemes.

5. Giving :

A person with thisgift will
manifest a high degree of
wisdom in relation to material
living. He has the skill in
organising their personal affairs
and assets so as to be able
to enrich the work of God he
can make quick and sound
decisions about the right use
of money.

6. Wielding Authority:

This gift enables one to
show a great ability to preside
over the activities of others,
and be able to co-ordinate
other people's labour and activi-
ties toward the best andvantage
such a person will be able to
look ahead and distinguish
major objectives for a group
or the community and clarify
them for others.

Jampetta Methodist Church

Mr. C. S. Alfred

We regret to record the death
which occurred in Colombo on
2-1-86 of Christian Sebaratnam

Alfred (67, formerly of Samuel &
Sons Ltd., and later of Marine
Hardware Ltd., son of the late
Mr. S. M. Alfred and of the late
Mrs. Alfred of South Manipay.
The Funeral Service took place

at his residence in Colombo at
9 a.m.on 4.1-86. Rev. S. Govin-
darajah till recently of the Jam-

pettah Church officiated assisted by
Rev. ]J. J. Ratparajah and Rey.
Kathiresampillai.

Sevak Rev. Sam Alfred a bro-
ther of the deceased performed
the committal at the graveside,

7. Sympathy:

This gift enables a person
to demonstrate a deep sympa-
thy and empathic understanding
toward the misfortune of others.
Such a person will find it
€asy to enter into the emotional
veeds of others and relate to
them in a helpful way.

i Someone has described these
gifts as “an inward drive which
comes to life at conversion by
which we contribute to the

health and growth of His
Body. the Church.” Every
christian has atleast one of

these gifts, probably more than
one, and it is only when we
discover this gift (or gifts )
and begin to develop it (them)

thatg We can experience true
fulfilment on the Body of
Christ. Several things can

happen if we fail to discover
and develop our basic spiritual
gifts. (7) We become jealous
and envious of the ministry of
others. We look at people who
are functioning in the way
they were designed to function,
see their happiness and fulfil-
ment and say to ourselves:
“Why can’t I be like them?”
we forget, however, that joy
comes not through copying
others but by doing the thing
that God has designed us to
achieve. (2} We become anxious
and insecure. Nothing contri-
butes to anxiety and insecu-
rity more than the belief '*I
am not sure what God wants
me to do”. Once we are pro-
perly engaged in doing what
God plamned us to do then
anxiety and insecurity drop

away. (3) We become critical
and judgemental in our ai-
tiudes. Many christians go

about criticising the work of
others in the body of Christ
because they feel unfulfilled in
themselves, Psychology tells
us that a critical attitude often
stems from a feeling of depri-
vation and unhappiness.

How do we go about disco-
vering our Dbasic gifts? A
practical exercise is suggested
here to help us identify our
basic gift or gifts. However,
we mudt acquaint ourselves
with the meaning and purpose
of each ot the seven basic
gifts; we must approach the
issue in a spirit of prayer and
dedication; we must realise that
this practical exercise is simply
a tool and not to be overrated.

(to be comtinued )

Death of Bangalore Professor

News has been received from

Profassor E. C. John, Principals
United Theological Coll‘ga
Bangalore that the Rev. Dy, J‘.
G. F. COLLISON, Professor -of
New Testament expired suddel‘ily
after a heart attack on Thurs-
day 2nd January at 4. 00 a, m,
The funeral was conducted nt‘the
St. Mark’s Cathedral on Friday
3rd January. Burial took place at
the Hosur Road Cemetery,

Students and friends of 105
C., Bangalore will know professor
Collison as a very outstanding
teacher and a very genial friengd.

Opinions on a General
Election before 1989

Two Ministers of State have
ruled out a General Election with-
in the next three years. National
Security Minister Lalith Athulath-
mudali is of opinion there that 4
General Election will create divi-
sions which will be advantageous
to the terrorists.

Finance Minister Ronnie de
Mel while endorsing the above
view also has said that the point
the SLFP has failed to note is
whether elections could be held
at all in the present situation in
the North and East.

Mr. A. Amirthalingam, Secre-
tary General of the TULF, ac.
cording to the Hindu has said
that the SLFP was no better
than the UNP in its chauvinisar,
“The call for a general election
is only part of a power struggle
among the Sinbalese and doesn’t
appear to be a way of solying
the Tamll problem ",

Mr. Apanda Tissa de Alwig
Speaking to news men after the
Cabinet meeting on 8-1-85 had
said that the government weuld
decide on a general election only
after it was confident that there
was a definite assuranee of peace.
The President, however had asked
his Ministers to gear up for the
general election in 1989, said Mr,
de Alwis.

Schoels Re-open in Jaffna
Schools have re-opened

Jaffoa on 6-1-86 as
An intimation,

in
scheduled,
we are told, was
sent to all heads of schools by
the Regional Director of Educa"
tion, that all possible efforts should
be taken during the new year to
improve the standard of education
in the schools in the North, care-
fully monitoring in particular the
cases of '‘drop-outs” and making
the schools a hive of activity with
Ce-curricular activities— as English
Days, Science Days, Debates,
Competitions etc., given high prio-
rity. ;

All schools, however, at the
moment are experienciog prob-
lems of an uaprecedented charae-
ter after the declaration of the
' Security Zone’ law.

IN_BRIEF

O St Pster's Day Care Centre
of the J. D C. S, . wa.s dedi-
cied and oupesed by Rt Rev.
D. J. Ambiavanar the Bishop
of the Diocese at Kitul Lane,
Vaivuaiya on Saturday, the 4th
of January 1986 at 9.30 &\ m,
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Integrity and independence

invited by Sir Henry M(;m:kt Mfasosl‘!ril\g:(r)]l;(ea,
irs inet O
nor General, to form the first Cabin A
;ls‘eu:iogerrst Prime Minister, Mr. D. g Scr(;z(xjnayaekde. t;ite;a::it;(:matt
' d taking his oaths, address :
T g i February 10, 1948 in
ndence Day Celebrations on g
:E: pI:ciilr):ze of the Duke of Gloucester who represented King

George VI ;
In the course of his Address. Mr. Senanayake said :—
rights and privileges of dcn‘to-
cracy. We value the right of individual liberty, the fn;z;tec;t::;
of person and property, the freedom ‘ofA speech amll n;f .
exercies of religion. We value the prrmle.ge of equality .e o7
the law, of trial by ones peers, of equality - of opportunity to

Julfil one’s personality.”

. S. Senanayake died on March 22, 1952 at the age
of eg.mlg n?ansye Ways}: it has.been said he resembled Sir Robert
Peel, the British Prime Minister (1788 — 1850) Both came 'bl!:
their death by a fall from a horse. ,Both were converted ‘wit
the conversion of the ordinary man’.

1—5 have been announced as days for the celej
bratiI:)il;“:)afr{he 38th  Anniversary of the Independencg of Sri
Lanka. Among the activities to be organised are public meet-
ings and rallies “fo create an awareness om the need #o protect
and preserve the Sfundamental rights and freedom of the people”.

Hardly had this announcement been made in the CDN of
3-1-86 than Jaffna came into the vortex of a carnage, a.lmost
unprecedented in its history. According to a communique issued
by the Cease-fire Monitoring Committee Whl'Cl’.l‘ paid its s.ecoqd
visit to Jaffna on January 4 and 5, the civilian casualties in
Jaffna Town on Sunday (5-1-86) were seven persons killed and
50 or 60injured. An eighth person, a public servant succumbed
to his injuries later.

On 16-1-86 according to official sources three civilians were
killed in ‘a cross-fire’ and fourteen injured. Again on 17-1.-86,
in “a search and destroy operation” in the hinterlands of the
Jaffna District four persons were killed, six were injured and
two houses set on fire.

When he was

" We have learned to value the

Whatever the particular circumstances under which these
unarmed civilians came by their fate, the villagers’ impression
of the incidents and the picture which others who came on the
scene later carried with them are redolent of what a former La-
banese Cabinet Minister is reported to have said im Lebanon
when he visited a scene of carnage. “The Israelis speak of
terrorism in South Lebanon. But look around you and you can
see who the terrorists are”,

On the government side, the version was that the disaster
tally outside Jaffna Fort on 5-1-86 was a retaliation of the kill-
ing for the first time of a member of the security forces in-
side the barracks in the Fort, who was the target of a ‘mor-
tar’ alleged to have been sent by terrorists from outside the
Fort. 3

But underscoring the imminence of a full scale attack was
that people should ‘‘stay clear of the fighting” when there is
a retaliatory action by security forces.

The man-made devastation in the North was followed with-
out an interlude of tranquility by a nature-made devastation in
the form of landslides in the plantation areas and floods in
the Eastern and North:Central Provinces which brought in their
train, a grim tally of 47 people dead, thousands marooned and
rendered homeless and 200,000 acres of the three major paddy
growing districts damaged by the surging waters.

Grasp these grim realities and

lese grim you can fashion the dee
gathering crisis in Sri Lanka today. P

But the centrgl Tamil problem in its undiluted and un-
adulterated form is the paralysis that is overtaking the Tamil

gommqnity in respect of its one time sancrosanct and inviolate
identities.

Apart from the news of a * Working Paper” which is be-
fore the' Cabmpt. the central problem is at the moment sub-
merged in 2 high-stake war against ** seperatist-terrorists” — g

war which has already taken a ver ivili i
- oiten 1 y heavy toll of civilian life

4 Nal'xe.d coercion is. expensive. Sensing this, National Secu-
1i yl Minister, addressing a meeting at Pelmadulla recently has
ana y_sed deftly the three stages through which his militar
camaigns had passed ;— .

L

‘Io 1984, we learnt that we should
rf:rlstz? pravoca'!ions. Last year we learnt to deal with the terro-
rists in a fitting manner when they attacked us.
bave to learn this year is where to start and wh
180 event of an all out war agaiust us, In the

not react in tha face of ter-

The lesson we
ere to end in
case of & demo-

Econemic

(Continued from

Following the introduction
of Portland Cement in the 19th
Century, a growing numbergn
products have appeared .Whl.(.h
resemble clay products 1in size
and intended use. C.oncrete is
2 manufactured mx?(ture of
cement and water, with aggre:
gates of sand and stoness wh_lch
hardens rapidly by chcm}cal
combination to a stonellkg.
water—and fire—resisting solid
of great compressive (but low

tensile ) strength 1 Because it
can be poured into forms
( hollow  bricks, one form)

while liquid to produce a great
variety of structural elements,
it provides an economical subs-
titute for traditional materials,
and it has the advantages of
continuity ¢ Absence of joints)
and of fusing with other ma-
terials.

Concrete had only a limit-
ed importance for architecture
until the invention of rein-
forced concrete in 1860s Rein-
forced concrete was developed
to add the tensile strength of
steel to the compressive strength
of mass concrete Stresses
produced in floors, domes and
vaults may be distributed with-
in the slabs themselves to re-
Joad and the diminished load
may be concentrated at desired
points so that the number and
size of supports is greatly
reduced.

Three 20th century develop-
ments in production are destin-
ed to have a radical effect on
architecture The first, con-
crete-shell construction permits
the erection of vast vaults and
domes with 2 concrete and
steel content so reduced that
the thickness is comparatively
less than that of an eggshell.

The second development,
precast-concrete construction,
employs bricks slabs. and sup-
ports made under optimal factory
conditions to increase water-
proofing and solidity, to decrease
time and cost in erection, and
to reduce expansion and
contraction. Finally, pre-
stressed  concrete  provides
dearing members into which

Planning of Building Construction in Tamil Aregg

Mallika Rasaratnam, M. Sc. (Areh.)
Chartered Architect

Vol. 146 No. 3 &4

our last issue)

reinforcement is set under
tension to produce a live force
to resist a particular load,

Since the member acts like
spring, it can carry a greater =
load than an untressed meraber

of the same size.

Now, as a matter of
balance it has to be said that
while tundamental changes.
industrial or social-may Kill off
one set of business opportunities
and trade patterns, the change
itself deposits new ones in its
wake. A spread of new small
industries (For instance, the
manufacture of hollow-bricks )
serving the needs of people
will grow and one need not
regret the flush-out of our
traditional incompetent semei-
skill labour. When the disco"
very of electricity was applied
for the benefit of mankind,
there was inevitably a fall-off
in the number of small trades
concerned with the eseteric
mysteries of lamp and wick-
making. But do we now
regret for having permitted the
introduction of Electricity.

At Rest
Mr. Arasoe Walton

We regret to record the death
which took place in Jaffna of Mr.
Arasoe Walton (79) retired Dis-
trict Judge, Jaffpa.

The Funeral Service was held
at his residence on 14-1-86 at
3 p.m. Rev. Joe Sarvanandhan
officiated, assisted by Rev. Govin-
darajah of the Methodist Church,
Mr. K. Poornampillai paid the tri-
bute. His remains were interred
at the St. Johns Church burial
grounds.

Mr. Arasoe Waltan was a
familiar landmark in Jaffna and
associated himself closely with al}
social and religious activities con.
nected with the Church,

His wife Kamala predeceased
him a few years ago. He leaves
behind an only daughter Suven-
drini Manicasingam a brother, a
sister and a large number of re-
lations and friends to whom his
parting was a great loss.

cratic solution too, we have to know where we start and where

we end them,”

[ The Alph
we have quoted Mr.

a and the Omega of the democratic process is given in Para 2 where
D, S. Senanayake the first Prime Minister of Sri Lanka, ]

There is'also a grimmer side to the picture. Terrorism in
the country is only half the problem. The other half and the

more important one is

the cause of ‘terrorism’

Terrorists

may be destroyed but are we sure that the niche created will

remain unfilled? Would a blood-soaked victor
be a guarantee of PEACE in Sri Lanka?

Y over terrorists

If the present mirky mingling of politics and killings conti-

nues with its various components of a militarisatio
many may echo the sentiments expressed by Edw
(one of those who sat in judgement at Waterg

seeing a flag display on Indepe

ts tarmished".

Registerved as a Newspaper at

muganatha Press, Kankesanthurai Road,

the G.P.0., Sré Lanka wnder No. Q/1/2
Printed for the Jaffna Diocese of the Church ;

e Jafina
aad published by Mr. Alvappillai Rajasingham,

N programme,
ard Mezvinsky
ate ), who, on

ndence Day in America
and hstening to the army band salute the nation said(-ﬁﬂy 4

found myself feeling sad. I didn't want to.

“r
But I think that flag

9/News!8.
of South India at Sri San-
on Friday, 24th January 1986
330, Navalar Roag, Jailaq,
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