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WE’RE NOT AS YOUNG NOW

AS WE USED TO BE. |
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@ Sinflallev LITHHAIT
It gives me great pleasure to pen this message to the

Golden Jubilee Souvenir of Mr. and Mrs. Arumugan
Somasundaram. Heartiest congratulations to you both on this
memorable day and many more glorious years to come. May
God almighty showers his abundant blessings on you both all the
days of your lives. Golden Jubilee is a great milestone in the
journey of your lives and God has truly blessed your marriage
with five wonderful children and eleven adorable grandchildren.
Marriage 1s a gift from God and the marriage union, with its
pledge of lifelong fidelity and love, is a affection of the undying
love and fidelity God has for his people. This happy event proves
that it takes love, faith and hope to make a happy marriage.

“For days of wine and roses

never make love’s dream come true.
It takes sacrifice and tear drops

and problems shared by two

To give marriage its beauty

its grandeur, its fineness

and to mold an earthly ecstasy

into Heavenly Divineness.”

‘ It takes a special day like this to just look back
and reminisce all the things you both have shared since the
first day you were united in holy matrimony. Memories are a
priceless treasure which cannot be taken away by time. As
you travel down memory lane, may you both be surrounded
by happy ones and all the love of your golden years well spent,
come back today to fill your hearts with beauty and content.

The bond of love that is between a man and his wife
grows much stronger as years go by. For only long years of
living together as husband and wife. Sharing in all kinds of
weather both pleasure and pain, the good and the bad, the glad
and the sad, can add new dimensions to the bond of love as it
grows stronger because you shared it longer.

“Love is the language that every heart speaks
For love is the one thing that every heart seeks™
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® TREASURED BLESSINGS

There’s a special kind of love that grand parents
have for their grandchildren.

Our grandfather is a special person, a man like no
other. In him we see a caring and loving man, one who
guides with tender yet strong hands. In our hearts we feel
his love and in our lives we see his touch. The lessons he
taught and the standards he set, will follow us always, and
no matter what else happens, we will always think of him
with love and respect, but to us he is, and will always be,
our second father.

Some things will always be in style, good solid
things like honesty, trust and caring about people. Its, qual-
ities like these grandmother, that you’ve taught us to value.
Through your influences, your love and through your exam-
ples. It has made us love you very much and we feel very
proud and feel blessed to have a grandmother as loving and
caring as you.

God has blessed your marriage with 50 years worth
of memories to treasure, of faith and trust along the way of
love too deep to measure. Brought to you as husband and
wife. When you look back over the years, so many memo-
ries fill the mind. The hopes and joys, tears and sorrow,
laughter and excitement, and yet woven throughout every
memory 1s the love you’ve both share.

You are both so lucky to have had each other all
these years gone by, but the luckiest of all, are those of us
who have shared in your lives.

The most treasured blessings are those of our loving
Grandparents, and we are all glad that we can be with you
to celebrate and share your happiness, on your 50th wed-
ding anniversary.

® Shivanee, Prashana and Branavan
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° GUIDE AND PHILOSOPHER

The supreme controller or god is the controller of all
the activities of this world and every other world in every
other universe. I remember couple of months ago from this
day, April 21, 2004, I did not have the slightest knowledge
of the supreme controller God. Then by the Lord’s mercy
on me, somehow or another, I suddenly became aware that
I should take the path towards God because I could not find
answers to questions like “What am I?” or “Why is there
suffering?” By the Supreme Lord’s mercy, my grandfather
and grandmother allowed me to read some religious maga-
zines that they had.

As 1 became more and more interested in the reli-
gious stores, I became interested more and more in religion.
After awhile, from the local library I ordered the
Mahabharata by Krishna Dharma, which is a real story that
happened in ancient India at least 5000 years ago. My
grandfather and me often used to talk about various stories
that happened in The Mahabharata. Before I read the
Mahabharata, my only purpose in life was to become happy
by going to a good university, getting a good job, and living
very comfortably i1 a nice big house. I never stopped to
think carefully about God, the Almighty Supreme
Controller and Father. But after reading the Mahabharata, I
felt as if I have taken a step toward understanding God, and
not living like a dog in this world full of disease, murder,
violence, stupidity and many other miseries that are in this
world. Italked a lot with my grandfather about religion and
he gave me some advice. |

I am thankful for my grandfather for allowing me
to read his religious magazines. I am very thankful for the
Supreme Lord for allowing me to start understanding about
the Lord himself. So as I took more and more steps towards
God, I came across a lot of things. I read so many articles
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about God and who he was and how he is and what he does.
But all of these articles did not satisfy me until I came
across Hare Krishna Philosophy. Krishna means “all attrac-
tive” in the ancient language from India called Sanskrit. As
we all know, Supreme God must be someone who is all
attractive, all right, all powerful, all beautiful, all superior,
all joyful and so on infinitely. I started reading from the
website www.krishna.org and very slowly my spiritual jour-
ney started.

The most basic thing I have learned is that we are
not human beings, but we are individual souls. The moment
we think that, we are this body, we become under the con-
trol of Maya, the inferior energy of The Supreme Lord.
Maya makes us believe that we are enjoying things in this
world but when it comes time to leave this body, everyone
becomes sad and suffers. A.C Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, a pure devotee of the Supreme Lord, wrote a
book called Bhagavad Gita as it is. The original book was
published in 1972 and it is one of the many books that
Swami Prabhupada wrote that contains the key towards
realizing God. All the other Bhagavad Gita’s are wrote by
philosophers who understand only half-truth, or people who
are interested in making money.

One of the only books offering true happiness and
the ultimate e truth about God is this 1972 version of
Bhagavad Gita As it is. In there, it is explained that we are
all individual souls meant to live with the Supreme God in
his home planet that is always peaceful. Somehow or
another we have fallen to this universe full of miseries.
Swami Prabhupada says that the intelligent souls would try
to go back home, back to the place of the Supreme Lord
instead of staying in this material world and suffering more
and more miseries. The world is ever changing and the
body is changing. Today the world looks very enjoyable
but any day now that could all change. No more cars, no
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more nice houses. Today you might have a beautiful body,
but like everything in this universe, your beautiful body will
one day become decayed and finally destroyed.

The soul is always pure spirit and is eternal.
According to what good things or bad this that one does in
this life, that person will experience the fruit of their actions
in the next life. However, what 1s the point of taking birth
after birth when you can at once understand God and go to
Him by reading Bhagavad Gita As it is, the only true
Bhagavad Gita, and become eternally free from this birth
and death misery? Therefore, do not fall into the illusion
that you are this body and try to spend your energy in keep-
ing up the body. Keep up the body only so that you can
have enough energy to serve the Supreme Lord by being
purely devoted to the Supreme Lord or Krishna, the all
attractive.

Again, I would like to thank my grandfather and
grandmother for helping me take those early steps in my
spiritual journey and I am always thankful for them for tak-
ing care of me when I was a baby. They have always been
on my side and they are very religious. Therefore, all my
gratitude goes to nmy grandfather and grandmother who are
Very pious.

° Tharsan Vijeyakumar
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° SPECIAL AND UNIQUE

My Appapa and Appama are always there for me.
They were there from the start, when I was born, November
14, 1993 at 10:45 am. They always make me feel special
and unique. I am always excited to see them, and I know
they are always excited to see me. Ialways sing them songs
from sangeetham class, and what makes me glad is that they
are always happy to listen.

This makes me feel special. They always cherish
and keep all my gifts I give them, even if it’s a simple pic-
ture it’s always in their room. This makes me feel happy
and glad. They always make me feel so lucky to have such
loving grandparents. I am always waitin g for when time
comes so I can see them again. They always give me a
warm welcome, and a loving bye.

Their attitude is always positive, never negative.
What will I ever do without them? The world may never
know! One thing I know for sure is they were and will be
with me always.

° Priyanha Nadanasabesan




® GIGANTIC HEART

My Grandparents have a big heart,

because when I'm hurt their heart makes it feel better.
My grandparents have a big heart, because they came
for my first birthday all the way from Canada.

My grandparents have a big heart,

because when I'm sad their heart makes me happy. |
My grandparents have a big heart,

because when I'm scared their heart makes me brave.
My grandparents have a big heart,

because when I need help they help me.

My grandparents have a big heart,

because they’re my grandparents!!!!

° Ajetha
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