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meka Ojukwu was a Nigerian General in
; the army at the time of independence of
Nigeria, which was a British colony.
Nigeria like all other African countries was a
- melting pot of races and tribes following different
‘cultures, traditions, religion and languages.
-Nigeria’s dominant tribe was the Hausa who
were followers of Islam. The Ibo tribe who
occupied the western coastal region with the
Port city of Harcourt in the Gulf on Guinea were
an educated and industrious race following
Christianity. The region they occupied was
known as Biafra, which was the traditional
homeland of the Ibo tribe. At the time of
independence the British supported the claim
of the Ibos for a separate state and there
followed a civil war and the British let down the
Ibo people who were massacred. The man who
led the Ibo tribe was General Emeka Ojukwu
who was a jewel in the crown of human race.
This man who was like a demi-god to his people,
was betrayed by one of his own people for
money.

Fredrick forsythe the famous writer was a friend
of Ojukwu and had written about the qualities of
this man. “In life you come across a man in
whose hands you can trust life, your wife and
your fortune and be certain they will be beyond
doubt safe, Do not lose sight of him for there

are not many such men. Emeka Ojukwu is one
such a man”

If he were just a good and loyal friend, he would
be valuable but also unremarkable. Emeka goes
much further than that. He has qualities that set
him aside, not simply within a personal
relationship, but among other men, and most of
allamong other Africans. He possesses a quality
that many have sought and few achieved. It is
called the capacity for leadership.

There are many, and | have met a few, who
could administer, govern, even rule. But to lead,
really to lead a whole people, takes something
i more; and it is not learned in schools or from
| books. It is not to be judged by fine clothes, big
cars, and money in the bank or the shouting of
slogans. It is not just the capacity to start a crowd
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cheering. A demagogue on a street corner can
do that. Leadership takes more. It involves the
possession of a series of qualities which make
others prepared to follow the one who own them.

Some years ago | addressed my thoughts to
what these qualities should be and came up with
the following:- Strength without brutality, courage
without recklessness, honesty without
priggishness. Intelligence without pedantry,
humour without frivolity and compassion without
sentimentality. Then | looked at the list and

realized there was something more, something |
missing. Call it the X factor. It may be presence, |

or charisma, the ability to dominate other men

by sheer personality, or the capacity simply to §

inspire. Winston Churchill had it, Charles de

Gaulle had it, John Kennedy had it, and David |

Ben Gurion, the father of Israel, had it. But |
never knew an African who had it, till Emeka.

Inside Nigeria his enemies do not simply hate
him; they fear him, even though he has uttered
no threat against them. They fear his honesty

against their own greed and corruption; they fear |

his courage against their own cowardice; they
fear his intelligence against their own
foolishness. But these are not the real reasons.
The true reasons concern respect. They fear
the respect that is still borne towards him despite
an absence that would have destroyed a lesser
man. In a Nigeria where for years the people
have despaired of finding a man they could
respect, despite vigorous censorship imposed,
this man lives to inspire.
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the prevailing

and

he actions of the presens’
Government to solve / remedy

eConomic crig;,

economic crisis has been consequent to and

or following a seven-year rule of total in
competency, corruption wastage and most of
all the conduct of a suicidal war for peace. The
Treasury is bankrupt; recently the publice were
exposed to a pathetic call Dy. Finance Miniter
and advisor to the P.M. ex. Secy to the Treasury
Mr. Paskaralingam Calling for public financial
assistance to redeem the Government. It would
appear that such a desperate appeal exposed
unfortunately a lack of a strategic plan, by the
Government in retrieving and revamping the
economy.

I t is a known fact that the present chaotic

The Sri Lankan public are unlike the people of
Thailand who rose up as one to the task of
helping their nation in a moment of crisis. If a
dispassionate assessment of the depth of the
economic crisis is made it clearly

publicity, cover-up, and the type of camouflage
that prevailed over the past seven years. This
is a perennial national weakness that has to be
overcome with a resolute will if we are to avoid
our economic crisis.

During an outbreak of civil srtife or any natural
calamity that is the time you need and effective
leader who can rise up to the occasion to salvage
the country. It is a moment of national historic |
opportunity for a true leader to gather his team
and launch out with a plan of action to lead and
monitor performance in pursuit of dedicated
targets. Such a course will win the confidence
of the people who will respond to support. We
have witnessed a number of high powered
committees appointed to plan, we have seen
planning ministries headed by Ministers who
overnight assume that they are fountains of

indicates that the economy is virtually

C.D. Chinnakone

knowledge and wisdom when in
reality they are the epitome of

stagnant, the cost of living is rising at

a rapid rate and the euphoria of the peace
process that started with a bang appears to be
coming to a silent slowing down with no positive
movement visible. The development strategy
that should be clearly visible to ensure
revamping of the economy and which is so vital,
appears to be a non-starter except on a
propaganda blitz. The public can easily identify
the hollow and shallow attempt in the 100 day
“achievement”. This is a dangerous illusion that
is indicative of a malady of all our politicians.
The mood of the masses is slowly but surely
eroding the confidence and expectations of the
people. -

The tragedy is that the problem is although large
but it is not an insurmountable problem. What is
deplorable is the lack of determination and the
absence of a concerted practical action plan.
On the contrary it is the same scenario of

ignorance. Even the planes never see the dawn
of implementation. What we urgently need is
practical solutions that should be implemented.
Any action plan should set out targets to be
phased out for implementation and such a
course should be regularly monitored for
performance and results. '

When you involve in such a methodology you
are interacting or communicative or having a
close dialogue with all levels of staff and people
who are working as a team and the spirit of
participation and job satisfaction creates a
psychological motivation. Such a course
showing signs of progress will reflect with the
people who witness a change in the attitude of
leadership that is taking and working on a plan
of action that is being implemented. If such a
course of early action is not initiated we will have
only ourselves to blame because time is running
out. ;
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IAM TOO BLESSED TO BE
STRESSED AND
T00 ANOINTED TO BE
DISAPPOINTED.

I refuse to be discouraged to be sad or to cry
I refuse to be down hearted and here’s the reason
why:

I have a God who is almighty ; who is sovereign
and supreme ;

I have a God who loves me ; and I am on his team
He is all wise and powerful ; Jesus is his name
Though everything else I refused to defeated
My eyes are on my God.

He has promised to be with me, as through this
life I trod.

I am looking past my circumstances, to heavens
throne above.

My prayers have reached the heart of God.

I am resting in his love

I give thanks to him in everything.

My eyes are on his face

The battle is his ; the victory is mine

He will help me with the race

[ repeat “I am too blessed to be stressed”
You have just taken a dose of encouragement
By :. Nirupa.




6bwT6)emr e

SR

alBapsopdhHar Gaimiig i jssir:.

7 sLhs aufle 27 g Hed salisSpmuwsirm gy Come
srassNfular pronsenss o alfleurer Gmg,iu}\ly.ﬂu
BeoLGlunms). SimLS FGerms L, yaflgmmear Gy ey
LS &leori. N

&% sgueir Lagld 23 ggfn SaSwsTm UnsGaramL Fma
iflogstr Feoult GurssrTar JYGLSm Cm. alGoismr e
St Ui HrusSHn e alflamer Gaugt Liglsmy
BLgHermi. @61 Caislgnid mog GuUTmuT gjeuisEnLD
S|Lasor Bl Lrefius sTa. SUTSTTET et &(Es Snbhs)

Qarar@®, Gosral CrrsHe ywLHn MGausnTssr

SISEELET  UHOSmT  AIPEIGHL Bl S
Gl mevor_soTiT.

Dp B Pt B esin:.

| @6 aumL 860 sTng) Slméaen wésafler LHu wpuhdurs

st (Hih LrsGoThuen 9 Rde afiurOsmeT — WTame
aunfium s rGmEGs Siurallstami. sibhs elifld 28 auib
Sla g sgeir 23 giib SeHiyb @i aufithsmer BL55
eS8 erng) LML ST Gpeleiler gymidler UfL_ssmenrt
VlJIT@IL'D Smenismis Se(h SLAEHSEGHT WEPFFILMLILS
S puaisarriiGsHACorn. waorag onflurtipsn
iilsor i Lifl Linjed g aIE SMLSEH S| S\. SofleaThs

| Queimgsn gaiTa e, @Feirreig) aifilim’ i nEsraer

Qer&Gasl ufl. GunraGad gyauw &mLs S @meursr
S-S5, Nfsrsio CHaumaThSeT Ui HEBD SLAKHMLIL
Qelidlsmiu aipris. :

swalit Qursids Syrsy (Frsrysnr  S))
Hfleivsal LIN_& &HESIHIE,

05 snssrhEgs Qsriamr Qe gL el
urgSHcutu g rnlss Wehsg. qifle 13 g Had

Bl Gy afiGasprgamin, 26 g Had S

65.0m. omETITE JUTSERD @& &H5ST RIS SMmer
BLT &Sl

L EcOW oof I(1h

DUSSHBHESMS Gipmn seisTeallEs (e bss).

i 9 eorn sy’

18-08-2002

IDTHThS GHdals maibHu HBHdams ('yaa.mb

cug SHmEsmulist pHuTSlUT &S &S eorifisT
Qupfularred SLHES @M AUGLESERSGD Cuarss
QarLihg BLESILEL @& AHFmes wamd QemLingin
uew eufliy, euEH Gmnhs wHseaflsr masHiLs CsmalsameT
BempGanm aumdngl. maussu sorhdlsarmear Hmos
Co.8. sarsgrem, .8, Cxaunfwur, Smud sl
Cgauniifiur g HGTEHD wESGN 2 seflureryrs Sl
D. Ceybav giaurasEpin @ usmflleow parGarGess sog)
RS5smyplmu  apbhid awmSarmart. wrsEEsrmin
yasoraig OaaalsSpmn wrma 4.30 waflée
wemGubm I @& AHEmes wpsibis Sl WGEET G|
uGHUildBEGn ard GmpES LGSHNS Cme
EsLGuTeny il smeidsein.

apLThs Berghl v uied onfurGid
aiprLsnar afiprejb

sLhs 28.07.2002 omrm sroe  aufiur(Gl g
SmEFamuuiisn a@GLTIBES Heor il UL anflur. e

SIDES S FnL SST GUmhsTalt Sabg Gt s,

- STl anfluriig HApiy ITSmeT QR

GerunpiulLg. Qehmss CsHus Hidsuga
FGuarerHHsr Curge Qewarert gl dlam sruGaram
Gograts QiauTs6T o|(hHERemTwTHleTmi.

aufiuriel & Qe kg elbusner aflor sminfsr méHiu

wermsdiey HewLQuimgl. @eefprmas Smod asps |

TTTLEmT QjeuTssT HILm Glaulyd Hnhs eSS,
gouflsr syshisaT abarsaTmn Qumuund qaOSs

AU e FTEMSMET HLTSHHrT. FmuU WHSET LT

aipmuomu ol Hsurss sug CsTaLsameri

Qur@Lsearms gmul Gurss®seaLTs el

24,6707 6637 SO (FETUM M) 5606V UAYENEU0 SGTUN 1)
S ee) sUSSH0 GeTUMM) 6VGrA 6)swemed OsTUnm
UaTEREUET GneT ) FeTum 1) 60 DensUaWs SeTUmEY)
UUWSD RGO DeTUM D) BTYL 6T B5660 SGTunm)
6)sa6rC 055650 FTUM MY b)uanaew snPO SaTuHm)
&hoU 2Pyl GsTumm " yemrenPwb 6)swd Ssromm!

; - Bflsivgnh _pfd @ owi.

.

- Edited for J.D : C.8.I Colombo Church 17, Frances Road, Colombo - 06. Edited By P.N.Jeyaseelan. Typesetting & Printing RST - 501715




	1 (1)
	1 (2)
	1 (3)
	1 (4)
	1 (5)
	1 (6)
	1 (7)
	1 (8)
	1 (9)
	1 (10)
	1 (11)
	1 (12)

