UNDELIVERED ISSUES

Please re-address
all undelivered issues
of the Morning Star to:-
The Manager,
“ Morning Star’,
Vaddukoddai.

e i e

Twentieth Synod of the CS.L

The Twentieth Session of the
Synod of the C.S.I. was held at
Compound Trivandrum OB the
L.M.S. 11th to the 15th of Janu-
ary 1986. The following repre-
sented the Jaffna Diocese at the
Syned. Rt. Rev.D. J. Ambalava-
par, Rev.Sam Tampoe, Rev. T. S.
Premarajah, Miss C. V. Selliah and
Messrs. A. Rajasingham, Milroy
Selvarajah and S. Jebanesan.
Highlights of the Synod

Bishop Leslie Newbigin con-
ducted four Bible studies on
“ Mission in Christ Way” which
was the theme of the Synod.

Keynote addresses were given
by Rev. Dr. Russel Chandran:
" Gospel and Culiure”, Rt. Rev.
Sam Ponniah: ‘' Evangelistic Pro-
clamation” and Rev. Dr, Gnana
Robinson ''Siding with the Poor”.

Twenty-four Overseas Frater-
pnal delegates including Robert
Scheuermeier Mr. Eric Gass, Dr.
Libbey attended the Synod.

Sri K. Karunakaran the Chief
Minister of Kerala, Sri. P. Rama-
chandran Governor of Kerala and
His Grace Benedict Mar Grego-
rios — The Catholic Archbishop of
Trivandrum addressed the Synod.

The Bishop of Madurai re-
ported that a full time Presby-
ter is dedicated to the Sri Lan-
kan Tamil Refugee Relief Work,
The children of the refugees were
given employment in the Diocese,

Office Bearers

The following were elected
Jor the 1986 — 88 term:

Moderator : Most Rev. I. Jesu.
dason.

Deputy Moderator :
Dr. Victor Premsagar.

Secretary: Rev. M. Azariah.

Treasurer: Mr. Phillip David,

The following members of the
Jaffna Diocese

Rt. Rev.

) were elected to

serve in the Snod Committees :

Executive Committee - Rt. Rev.
D. J. Ambalavanar, Rev. Sam

Tampoe, Mr. A. Rajasingam.
Working Committee of the Exe-
cutive: Mr. A. Rajasingham,
Synod Theological Commission :

Mr. S. Jebanesan,
C. M. C. Vellor (Representative ) :
Dr. (Mrs.) C. Ambalavanar,
Council for Education (Represen.
tative) : Miss C, v, Selliah.
Relief and Development Commit-
gect MrVIESISAC, N Canagasin:
gham,
’ —.Cof,

New Director of Education
for Northerp Region

Mr. R, Sunthemling

Education Qff n

Cer nas been 4 lut-
ed Director of Education P;" l;
from 1-3.8p, Mr. Sundaralingam
bas been Serving in the Minisiry
of Educatign in the Examinations
Pepértment as well in the Pub.
licationg Department,

Mr, Sundaralingam  succeeds
Mr, M, Simiampillai who retires

THE MORNING S

~J WY
L

TAR

Registered as a Newspaper at the General Post Office, 8§
under N":Q,/-_’L”/Ne?ﬂt"gﬂ $

Esmblisgzig:ﬂ: A Christian Week]yf S

Vol. JAFFNA,

FRIDAY, 3lst JANUARY,
& 7th FEBRUARY, 1986

Lami:a3

K
U
<, N\ 5]

Published Evé

1986 No.

RIGHTEOUSNESS EXALTETH A NATION BUT SIN IS A REPROACH TO ANY PEOPLE
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Food_for Thought

Nationalism is good in

Nationalism

reliable friend and an unsafe historian.
many happenings and sometimes distorts the truth espe-
cially when it concerns us or our country.

but it i3 an un-
It blinds us to

its place,

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru
( Glimses of World History)

Sri Lanka Denies
Military Debt

According to a news report
in a national .daily, Sri Lanka
has denied the statement by the
Washington-based General Account-
ing Office (GAO) that Sri Lan-
ka, owes to U.S. as on Sep-
tember 1985 military debts to
tbe tune of 3,4 million dollars.

According to the spokesman
of the Sri Lankan Embassy, Sri
Lanka owes no military debts.
There is, however, a two million
dollar eredit line that .has been
offered by U. S, several years ago
which remains unutilised to date.

Three Mile Long Procession of
Jaffna Students

Aun 8000-strong student non-
violent procession (which included
3000 school girls) marched through
the Security Zone in Jaffna on
Monday (3-2-86) to the New Se-

cretariat and presented a memo-
randum to the Additional G. A.
Jaffna, Mr. Ramanathan who ac-

cepted it on behalf of thc G.A.
Mr. M. Pancl}alingam who was
away.

The students were from the
Schools in and around the Jaffaa
Municipal limits — Kokuvil Hindu
College, Jaffaa Hindu College,
Central College, St. John’s College,
St. Patricks College, the Jaffoa
Convent, Vembadi Girls’ College,
Chundiculi Girls’ College, the Jaff-
na Hindu Ladies’ College and the
Periapulam Maha Vidyalaya.

Some of the slogans written on
placards the students carried read: —
Don’t lay your hands on educa-
tion: Remove the Security Zone:
Schools are not death chambers.
Does a gun know the power of
the pen?. Student Power is g
formidable Power: Are school
children terrorists

When all students had arrived
at the Kachcheri grounds,
student leaders — eight
two girls presented a
dum,

the
boys and
memaoran-

This is the largest student
non-violent protest staged in Jafina
in recent times against what the
students consider to be an attempt
to throttle education in Jaffoa in the
guise of fighting terrorism.

in March this year, having been
Director of Education
very turbulent
in the North,

during a
era in Education

At Rest
Mr. D. R. Gunasegaram

We regret to record the death
on 4-2-86 of David Rajanayagam
Gunasegaram (81), Attorney-at:
Law and retired Assistant Asses-
sor of Income Tax.

The Funeral Ssrvice wac held
at the residence of his daughter
Dr. (Mrs,) Canagarajah of Mc Leod
Hospital, Inuvil. Rev. D. R. Rat-
nasingam, the Presbyter of the
Uduvil Church officiated assested
by Rev. Jeyachandran of St. Mary’s
Church Kopay and Rev. Sevak

Sam S. Alfred of the Christa Se-

va Ashram, Chunnakam. Mem-
bers of the family sabg a special
anthem.

The remains were taken to
bis residence at Araly and later
interred at the Vaddukoddai Church
burial grounds. The Rt. Rev. D. J.
Ambalavanar Bishop of the Diocese
performed the committal rites,
assisted by Rev. Thevathason, Pres-
byter of the Araly Church.

He leaves behind besides his
wife Lily (nee J. V. Chelliah ),
two daughters — Dr. (Mrs.) Cana-
garajah and Dr. (Mrs.) Aramai-
nayagam and two sons Rajan
and Bala and grand children In-
dran, Chandran, Arunan, Dayalan,
Theivendran, Mahila, Yogan and
Paul.

* *

Er. (Mrs.) Pearl Yogarajah

The Death of Dr. (Mrs.) Pear)
Yogarajah, formerly of the Staff
of the Green Memorial Hospital,
Manipay took place at her resi-
dence at Sandilipay on 28-1-86.
The Funeral was held on 29-1-86
at Sandilipay at 2.30 p. m.

Dr. (Mrs.) Yogarajah was the
eldest daughter of the late Mr. J. C.
Sabaratanam, formerly of the Staff
of Union College, Tellippalai and
of the late Mrs. Sabaratnam of
Veemamkamam, Tellippalai.

She leaves behind ner husband
Mr. S. Yogarajah, Attorney-ai-Law
two ‘sons, Jeyantha and Ajitku-
mar (Engineers), a daughter, Ma-

thuramalathi { Madras Christian
College) two sisters and three
brothers

Book Release

S. J. Gunasegaram =
Selected Writings

The nbove book, we are in-
formed has now been published,
Those interested could please cop-
tact Mr S Thanbirajah, C/o Dr
S. Rsutnavale, 44 A, Flower Road,
Colombe 7.
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The Manager,
'Morning Star’, Vaddukoe

Acknowledgement

D. R. Gunasegaram

Lily and children—Joy, Chtis-
tabel, Rajan and Bala with their
families sincerely thank the Medi-
cal Superintendent and Staff ,‘.
McLeod Hospital, Inuvil, - .,
Ministers of the Church and sli
friends and relations who helped
them in various ways or *t
them messages of condolence in
their bereavement,

IN MEMORIAM
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IN AFFECTIONATE AND
EVERLOVING MEMORY OF

Dr. Hanna Rese Santhammah
Williams
Called home on
2nd February 1951
A life well spent
Safe in the arms of Jesus.

Ever remembered by
her loving cousim
M. S. Thambithurai.
No. 4, Old Park Road,
Jaffna.

IN MEMORIAM

b

IN EVERLOVING MEMORY
OF

Rosealine Nesaratnam William
Called to Rest: 11-2-1984.

We are thankful that God
wuses even the sad parts of
life to open our eyes more-
Sfully to divine #ruth.

Fondly remembered by

Children, Son-in-Law

and Grand children.
Atchuvely. .

IN MEMORIAM

Mr. D. S. Sanders

IN BELOVED MEMORY OF
OuRrR DEAR lvAH,
PROMOTED TO GLORY
S1X YEARS AGO.

Uem'ry lingers everywhere;
thoughts of you are ever dear"

Fondly, sadiy remembered
by your loved ones.

Guru Vusa,
Nallur,

Jaffau.
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St. John's College, Jaffna.
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Fetes the New

The North Ceylon Braqch
of the OId Boys’ Association
of St. John's Col}ege. Jaffna
feted the New Principal, Mr-
T. Gunaseelan and Mrs. Guna-
seelan at a felicitation l_unch at
the Henry Poto Memorial Hall
on Satnrday 25th January, 1986.
About three hundred people
were present at the lunch.

The President of .the
Associttion, Mr. S M. V. Tissa-
nayagam presided a!nd_ in wg]-
‘coming the new Principal s_axd.
«The need of the hour brings
‘out the man, and in Mr- Guna-
seelan we have that man to
fll the void created by our
dear departed leader, Mr. C. E.
Anandarajan " \

Dr. J- P. C. Philips speaking

on behalf of the parents an_d
public of Jaffna expressed his
firm faith and hope that St.
John’s would continue to live
up to the expectations and
aspirations of ‘the pa.rents and
the general community.

The Rev. Fr. Francis Joseph,

the Rector of St. Patrick’s
.College, Jaffna and doyen o_f

" principals referred to the tradi-
tions, traits and the Johnian
ethos and made references to
the cordial relationship that
St. John’s maintained with the
sister schools —an association
which has been cherished for
'so long. He also stressed the
significant  contributions. - the
Johnian Principals had rendered
in exposing the anomalies and

on Branch of the Old Iioys; Assnciq'tian 79/

Principal

injustices in the present system
of education. He also referred
to the efforts they made to
establish the rights of students
to security and equality of
opportunities.

Mr. N. J.S. Nalliab spoke on
behalf of the Old Boys” Associa®
tion of South Ceylon, and Mr.
N.S. Thanapalan on behalf of the
staff of St. John’s College Both
these speakers offered the
Principal their fullest coopera-
tion and unswerving loyalty"

Mr. Gunaseelan, the new
Principal in reply, stated, that
though he was embarrassed by
the compliments paid to hio
he was also encouraged and
strengthened by the whqlc-
hearted and loyal cooperation
offered by the staff, alumni,
parents and the general com-
munity. He also staed that he
was not unmindful of the
magnitude of the task ahead
of him nor of the turbulence
of our critical times, but was
fully prepared with the grace
of God and the help offered
to give of his best to the
school where his father had
learned and taught. He was
also strengthened by the fact
that he was an old student of
the college and had served
already as ateacher and Vice-
Principal, and had the necessary
experience to support him.

The function came to a close
with the Vote of Thanks
proposed by Mr. S. 1. K. Arnold.

What Others Say
More Sophisticated Arms

The Sri Lankan security forces
are reported using South African
made aromured cars, in Colombo.
It was denied that 48 such
vehicles were deployed in the Ta-
mil areas as alleged by a mili-
tant group. The authorifies said
that the number of vehicles used
was fewer but did not disclose
the exact number,

Sri Lanka has bought™ US
built helicopters, Italian™ fighter
planes, Israeli Patrol craft, British
scout cars, Chinese small arms

and South African armoured cars.
Souree:
Tamil Times, — January 1986,

The Gift of a Chalice to
Putney Methodist Church

Rev. Shelton de Silva on his
return from a visit to England
when he had the chance to
visit Putney Church on the
occasion of the 13th Anniver-
sary Service of the London
Tamil congregation had sent to
the congregation a silverplated
chalice—a giftby the Sinhalese
Christians The Chalice was
inscribed "' For He is our Pegce ",

Rev. Shelton de Silva who
is an active member of the
Civil Rights Movement says:—

“The gift of a chalice is a

very significant token. When

we eat of that bread and drink
of that cup we proclaim the

Lord’s death tiil he  comes,

Jo bembed Coventry Cathed.

ral which the Nazis partly
destroyed is a stained glass
window with the legend "' Fa-
ther Forgive””. This is not
a plea that the Nazis be for-
given their dastardly deeds
but that all concerned forgive
each other. We too need to
pray that same prayer if He
is to be our Peace and we
are to proclaim the Lord’s
Birth and His Death till he
comes in our day, in our
land.

West London School Tamil

The 150 pupils and their
24 teachers had a Schoel Christ-
mas Party when Perinparajah
and his wife Punitham led the
children and teachers in the
singing of Tamil Christian lyrics.
Rev. Swaminathan Jacob, Area
Secretary for Asia and the Pa-
cific of the Methodist Church
Overseas Division spoke on the
occasion.

Mr. Anthony Rampton of
the Hidden Charitable Trust,
one of whose interests is the
welfare of the ethnic minorities
also addressed the gathering.
He condemned the UK govern-
ment’s decision to impose visa
requirements on' Tamil Refy.
gees

0 A‘v; rds were given to
Shenika Shakespeire, :nd
Lakshmin Ganeson for th eir

‘Arqr.;:etums’ and to Jeevan
Manicavasagan for winning the
Borough of Ealing Conr munity
]:anguage Associatisn Essay
Competition ( Tamil .
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Appreciation
Mr. T. K. Rajasekaran

We regret to record the
death which oecurred on ]anuary
12, 1986 at Los Angeles, Cali-
fornia of Mr’ 7 K(utagasunt}}z-
rampillai Rajasekaran 'of‘Telhp-
retired Vice Principal of
2 College, Jaffoa who

Mathe-
Christian

palai,

Pf"“mes‘f"ar Jecturer in
s earlier 2

:::tics at the Madras

College.

Mr. Rajasekaran before and
after his retirement identih.ed hl,m..
gelf closely with al‘l social acti-
vities both in the village as well
as at district level l"le was a
pioneer of the Co-operative Move-
ment and served for many years
on the Board of the MPCS at
and of the Co-opera-

Tellippalai : x
tive Hospital at Tellippalai.

A person of an unruffled
temper and suave manners, he
was loved and respected by

many for the patience he disp-layed
in resolving intractab‘.o. issues
which often cropped up 1n move-
ments in the village which bad
a broad - based popular support.

He was never tired of sitting
through mestings. He kept him-
self active, till his strength failed
him. in the life of the community
Mr. Rajasekran despite his tight
schedule made himself available to
A/L students who wanted his help
in mathematics. But his methed,
of making the student himself solve
a problem with minimum guide-
lines even if it took time, made
many seek other tutors who would
be more sympa thetic of their plight.

He leaves behind besides his
wife Ponmany (nee Suppiah),
three sons, Vijeasekaran (accoun-
tant, Australia) Dr. Uthaynse
karan, (Canada); Dr. Vickramase-
karan, (USA) and a daughter
Maithreyi, wife of Dr, Manoharan
Chelvanayakam, a son of the late
Mr. S. ]J. V. Chelvanayakam Q.C.
and of Mrs. Chelvanayakam of

Barr Lane, Tellippalai, Presently
of Colombo.

Mrs. ‘annsekaram and children
were active in the life of the
Tellippalai  Church before they
left the island.

C.E. R.
» » »

Mr. Sangarappillai Ambihaipahan

The passing away on 27-1-86
of-  My. S. Ambihaipahan, the
Principal of Vaideeswara College,
Jaffoa with which institution he
was associated for 32 years and
seven months, brings almost to
a close an era in education when
schools in the North were identi-

fied with their Principals or He
ad-Masters,

Mr. Ambihaipahan’s contribu-
tion to Education, during a tur.
bulent era was the moral stature
which he projected abeve the
swirling controversies of his time.

Not for him were
the action and the
which accompany the successes
and plaudits claimed by many in
launching verious pew educational
experiments and projects., What
maugxcd to him most were the
verities and values that underlie
our educatiesal schames,

" the lights,
glimmer

Typical of the man and his
work was the tribute he paid e
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IN MEMORIAM

IN LOVING MEMORY
OF
Arasaratnam Lloyd
Wicknarajah
Born : 17-8-1933
Called to Rest: 3-2-1985
Husband of Winnifred
and
Brother-in-Law of the late
Rev. N. W. G. Sugunarajah
then what will all
sarthly joys be, compared to the
promise: where I am, there ye
may be also.”
Fondly remembered by
Winpifred and family.

and

Rubetha,
Erlalai North.

—— R VAT

A Refugee Centre named
after Tamil Leader

The Refugee Camp at the
Kachcheri-Nallur Road which ig
under the supervision and care of
the Tamil Women’s Guild has
been named the Selva Refugee
Centre. This camp has been run
for the last eight months with the
assistance and callaboration of eight
public organisations in Jaffna.

The Jaffoa Mother’s
the Jaffna Y.M.C.A., the Jaff-
na Y. W.C.A. are among the
eight organisations who have come
forward to collaborate in running

Front,

the Centre. The Refugees resi-
dent there will, it is learnt,
themselves take charge of the

routine chores, with an overall
supervision by a Beard represen-
tative of the Eight organisations
who constitute the back bone of
the Scheme.

Bank extends its Services
except in the East and North

The Bank of Ceylon has ex-
tended its services in Golombe,
Kandy, Kurunegalle, Matara, Ba-
dulla and Anuradbapura. The
Banks will be kept open on Sa-
turdays from 10a.m. to 12 p. m.
for deposit of cash and encash-
ment of personal cheques, Late
banking services will also be pro-
vided aon Fridays between 4 p. m,
und 5 p. m. at some of the branehes
in Colombo,

The People’s Bank howevar
has expressed misgivings about the
scheme “ The cost of running the
service is higher ”, says the Peo-
ple’s Bank, “than the returns.”

—_—

cently in the Eelanadu to a son
of the soil — My, Awmbalavanar
A’Ileu. Abraham of Karadiva (mow
Karainagar ) whoge

scientifiec re-
search on

; _tbe Haley’s Camet of
910 was little known to people

in Jaffna and i i

tho L

Lanka. "

Mr, Ambihaipahan was

who came Very nmear to

Luther King’
endeavour,
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The National Youth Assembly
From 28th December 1985 to 2nd January 1986

The Andhra Christian Theo-
Jogical College in Secunderabad
was the venue for the 'Natlonal
Youth Assembly \_vhlch was
organised by the Nanona} CO}II’]-
cil of Churches in India, Sub
Unit on Youth. The theme of
the Assembly was Pgace. Jus-
tice and Partlcipau_on. The
main objectives of this Assem-
ply were to bring about young
people from all over India re-
presenting the various member
churches of the NCCI w1tb a
view to bring about a rich
fellowship among tt}e youth, to
consider national issues that
affect the youth, today such as
poverty, unemployment, caste-
ism and to evaluate the role
played by the present day
youth in their families, chur-
ches and society. These issues
were considered from the pers-
pective of our faith in Jesus

Christ, in order to help peo-
ple to make a deeper commit-
ment to serve Him.

The main features of the
Assembly included Bible stu-
dies. workshops on How to
Study the Bible, Creative Writ-
ing, Creative Drama, Worship
and Organising People for So-
cial Action. Seminars too were
held on Christian Perspective :
on Sex, Marriage and Family
Life, Christian Response to
the Problem of alcohol and
Drug abuse and the Status of
Women in Church and Society.
Theme Presentations were also.
a daily event at the Assembly.
The People of God — A Quest
for Socio-Ecocomic Justice, the
Search for Peace — Challenges
to Youth, the Church: A Peo-
ples Movement. Youth and
Mission were the themes that
were presented.

The delegates were assign-
ed to different home groups

which enabled them to discuss
and present their own personal
views on the issues taken up
for discussion.

The National Youth Assem-
bly also gave an opportunity
for - the delegates to exhibit
their various talents in the
cultural programmes that were
organised. These cultural pro-

grammes were successful in
sense that they helped the
youth to join together in true
fellowship

One of the highlights of
the Assembly was the Recep-
tion that was accorded to all
the delegates. resource persons
and guests of the assembly by
the Local Arrangements Com-
mittee of the NYA and at
which the Governor of Andhra
Pradesh was present.

On the last day of the As-
sembly resolutions were passed
pertaining to the issues that
were brought to light and dis-
cussed during the Assembly.
The Assembly ended on a
challenging note, very much in
keeping with Bishop S K. Par-
mar’s [ President of the NCCI]
address :

¢“The ‘Year of the Youth,
may have come to an end, but
the era of youth has begun
and we all must undergird
ourselves with faith in God
and confidence in our own-
selves so that together we build
a world where dignity and
honour beleng to all where
peace and harmony rules the
society, where sharing and
earing becomes the watchward
of every individual, where in-
tegrity an honesty are the
Virtues to be cherished and
justice coupled with compas-
sion undergirds the social struc-
tures.’’

Meloney Sugunarajah

Thirty five Years in the
Ministry of the Church

Rev. D. R. Ambalavanar, was
felicitated by the Manipay Church
on 26-12-85 on the occasion of
his completing 35 years as a
Minister of the Church and 30
years as an Ordained Presbyter.

A Thanksgiving Service was
held in the Church at which the
Bishop, the Rt. Rev. D. J. Am-
balavanar officiated and preached
the sermon.

The renovated Parish Hall
was declared open by the Bishop
after the Service,

At the Public Meeting, presided
over by Mr. A. R, Rajanayagam,
representatives of Churches where
Rev. D. R. Ambalavanar
spoke of the contribution which
Rev. D. R. Ambalavananar had
made to the life of the church and the

served

| community wherever he was placed.

Rev. D. R. Ambalavanar ex-
pressed his gratitude to all those
who organised the fuaction
who had
oceasion.

and
fel citated him on the
He said that he had been
only ao imstrwment in God’s
bands and that by himself he
had done nothing.

The Manipay Church enter.
tained all those who had come
for & Fellowship Tes.

More than 30 Schools in
the North are Affected

According to a statement
issued by the Tamil Teachers’
Association, the establishment of
the Security Zones in the North
are a further blow on Education
in the North, comparable to the
blow inflicted by discrimination in
University Admissions.

Hartley College, Pt. Pedro,
Methodist Girls’ College, Pt. Pedro,
Sithambara College, Karaveddy
have been struggling to function
for the last twelve months.

The Thondamanaru Seience
Centre which was an invaluable
asset to Science Education in the
North is now virtually closed.
Almost thirty schoeols in the
North are new it is reported in a
state of anxiety as to its future.

On 23:1-86, when over five
hours there was incessant firing
in the Tellippalai area, among
the 13 casualties was the Prin-
cipal of the Thyiddy Ganesha
Vidyalaya, Mr, Varatoarajaperu-
mal (48) who was on his way
to school fiom his house at Ka-
rubampanai, Teilippalai.

Four schools, preparing stu.
dents for the AL classes which
together send to the Uuniversity
every year on an average of 60
students for the various fsculties

The Older Person and the Family

Ours is a twin-problem: The
attitude of society to the old
and old age as well as the atti-
tude of the old to being old.
According to Jewish tradition,
reverence for the old takes
precedence over reverence for
God. And reverence is a matter
of the heart as well as endeavor
and action; a matter that calls
upon our sensitivity, imagin-
ation, and initiative as well as
conscience and compassion.

The typical attitude to old
age is characterized by fear,
confusion, absurdity, self-
deception, and dishonesty. It
is paintul and bizarre. Old
age is something we are all
anxious to attain. However,
once attained we consider it a
defeat, a form of capital
punishment. Enabling us to
reach old age, medical sci-
ence may think, 1t gave us
a blessing; however, we conti-
nue to act as if it were a
disease. More money and time
are spent on the art of conce-
aling the signs of old age than
on the art of dealing with
heart disease and cancer. You
tind more patients in the beauty
parlors than in the hospitals,
We would rather be bald than
greys A white hair 1s an
abomination Being old is a
deteat, something o be ashamed
of. Authenucity and honesty
ot existence are readily excha-
nged tor talse luster, tor camou-
flage, sham and deception.

A grey hair may destroy
the chance tor promotion, may
cost a salesman his job, and
inwardly alienate a son from
his tather. The fear of being
considered old has become a
traumatic obsession. Only very
few people are endowed with
the rare and supreme courage
to admit their true age without
embarrassment. With the rest of
us, courage and honesty go
underground when the question
of age is discussed: The most
delightful resolution a Confer-
ence could bass would be to
eliminate any mention of the
date of birth from the birth
certificate.

A vast amount of human
miserys as well as enormous
cultural and spiritual damage.
are due to these twin pheno-
mena of our civilization: The
contempt for the old and the
traumatic fear of getting old,
Monotheism has acquired a
new meaning: The one and
only thing that counts is being
young. Youth is our god, and

are now virtually paraiysed after

the violence which erupted this
month on  successive days in
the area. Two army camps are

in elose proximity to these three
Collges which have an enrolment
of over 5000 students, TVhe Than-
that Selva Primary School,
established in memory of the late
Mr. S. J. V. Chelvavayskam Q C,
the Tamil Leader who was the
member for Kuaokesaathura s
right at the Teilippial juncuons
So is Union College Telippalai.
The other big Secaocls 1o the
area are Mahajana College and
Nadeswara College Kauokesan-
thurar Vasaviian Central College,

being young is divine. To be
sure, youth is a very marve-
leous thing However, the cult
gf youth is idolatry. Abraham
is the grand old man, but the
legend of fnust is pagan.

What is necessary is a revi-
sion of attitudes and conceptions,
Qld age is not a defeat but a
victory, not a punishment, but
a privilege In education we
stress the importance of the
adjustment of the young to sg«
ciety. Our task is to call for
the adjustment of society to
the old.

By what standards do we
measure culture? It is custo-
mary to evaluate a nation by
the magnitude of its scientific
contributions or the quality of
its artistic achievements. Yet
the true standard is the ex-
tent to which reverence, com-
passion, justice are to pe
found in the daily lives of a
whole people, not only in the
acts of isolated individuals.

The Responsibility of the Individual

Old age is a major chal-
lenge to the individual; it takes
both wisdom and strength not
to succumb to it. According
to all the standards we employ
socially as well as privately,
the aged person is condemned
as inferior. In terms of man-
power he is a liability, a burden,
a drain on our resources.
Conditioned to operate as a
machine for making and spend-
ing money, withall other rela-
tionships dependent upon its effi-
ciency, the moment the machine
is out of order and beyond re-
pair, one begins to feel like a
ghost without a sense of reality.
The aged may be described as
a person who does not dream
anymore, devoid of ambition,
living in fear of losing his
status. Regarding himself asa
person who has outlived his
usefulness. he feels as if he
had to apologize for being alive,

The tragedy is that old
age comes upon us as a shock
for which we are unprepared.
If life is defined exclusively
in terms of functions and acti-
vities, is it still worth living
when these functions and acti-
vities are sharply curtailed?

(to be continued)

North Erlalat Clurch

Mr., J. Devasagayam

We regret to record which
occurred on 14-1-86 of Mr. Jacob
Devasagayam retired Head Mas-
ter who bad served the American
Mission for many years. He is
an Old Boy of Jaffna College,
Vaddukoddai, during the Bicknell
era.

The Funeral took place at his
residence on 14-1-86. Rev. A. V,
Jesuthason officiated, assisted by
Rev. V. N, lIbarmakuasingam,
Sevak Rev. Sam Aifred performed
tue committal ries at the grave-
side-

Mr. Devasigayam leaves bes
biud besides his wife, three sons
od « daugher.
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g Solutian ? said "is replete with ironies”. While

The Political

- > flash in
g 3 s Divit” was a front-page :
% Bat.no stipulated of the arrival,
0-1-86. But no date was stip VA
r CI?I\tI v(;)vfas3 believed to be the final leg of hdr"B[]a?éld:l::
{o{kswwaith the Sri Lankan Government on the solution
a

«Tamil problem.’ :
Besides, the purport of the news flash had an ominous

streak -—
“The Reuter report datelined New Delhi s‘ax'd Bh_z:gg; )(t:Zdua:;r;;
is that of the Indian External Aﬂ'alxrs Minister b it
lP rliamentarians that India was seriously, coucemer'il v i
Je:'lwardene's statement that he would seek a military solu

to the battle with Tamil guerillas”.

the next day
, however went on to announce ' ne
th: gllllimﬁlr)inould «“sound ENLF” before arriving 1n bolom_bo
atM nday (3-2.86) and that Mr. Dixit had arrax}ged for him
:: in:arview also with the SLFP leader, Mrs, Srima Bandara-
e N its front
a of 1-2-86, confirming the CD pews. on its
eThs;iG;SI:l;’at Mr. Bhandari will arrive on'3-2.-'86. and adde(':l'
p;gt he (Mr. Bhandari) will be presented with *new ?ro{)_osals
; :pared by National Security Minister Athulath'mudah “in the
grm of a reply to the earlier TULF proposals”.

. BT : : Segily

“1ife”, it has been said, “is a series of blind dates
huma:‘ l;;mim'ng ”. Mr. Bhandari did not arrive. Instead, there
was (in the CDN of 4-2-86) under the caption ** Bhandari rules
out immediate resumption of talks” the following comment:—

* Mr. Bhandari who earlier on Sunday postponed a three-day Co-
lombo visit, due to start on Monday said he did not expe?t a
break through in talks with the Sri Laokan government, given
the sitwation there”. {lItalics ours),

So ended another poignant chapter in the chequered history
of our PEACE QUEST in Sri Lanka which begaq on 10-1-1984
when the APC was constituted and started functioning, though
falteringly, because the SLFP chose to stay out.

At the time of our writing these notes, we do not know
what the next step would be. There is speculation that Mr.
Bhandari may be calling on the President of Sri Lanka after
his visit to Maldives- There is also a rumour that President
Jeyawardene will bave something sew to say on February 20th
when he opens ceremoniously the Sixt: Session of Parliament.

But will what he says be different from what the President
said last year on 20-2-85 when he opened the Fifth ‘Session of
Parliament? The CDN of 21-2-85 reporting President Jeyawar-
dene’s Speech on that occasion said:—

"The President stressed that the country has to- combat terrorism
and defeat it with all the resources at its command.

We may have to equip ourselves to do so at the expense
of development and social -and economic welfare plans. Let us
then unitedly decide to do so and as one nation and one people
bend ourselves to this task.”

Of all the bitter conflicts in South Asia, none appears at
the moment so intractable as the * Tamil Problem” in Sri Lan-
ka. At certain moments there -appears to be a flicker of hope
but soon clouds gather, shadows lengthen and darkness envelops
the whole political landscape. In Dryden’s words :—

“Thus in a pageant show a plot is made
And Peace itself is war in masquerade.”

By one of those coincidences which often shape history, the
TULF trio — Amirthalingam, Sivasithamparam and Sambanthan
have however had, (according to reports j,
cussion on 31-1-86 with Prime Minister Rajiy
tude of an Indian air force jet flying the Indian Prime Minis-
ter from Trichinopoly to New Delhi — perhaps the same altitude
at which President Jeyawardene and Minister Thondaman had

talks earlier with the Indian Prime Minister duri gl
shutt]e. during a similar

If there is to be at all 2 political soluti ‘ami
i ution to the T3 -
blem it l}as to be'at. an *“altitude” in Sri Lanka highT;l gr:n
the one in which it is being debated nowW in Sri Lanka with
the stutter of machine-gun fire and ugly cyclss of revenge.

Amengan President Ronald Reagan concluding his addres
15'-]: 86 .dehvered on the occasion of *the birth date , of the fl 4
Clyll Rights Leader, Martin Luther King paid this great o ;'im
pliment to his country :— o T

"Ultimately. the great lesson of Dr,

8 great man who wrested justice fro

|G e, and he succeeded because ¢

be seized. (Italic ours),

King’s life was thit he wag
m ths heart of 3

i'reat coun-
hat country hao

v heart to

“ Politics ' it is

Sri Jayawardenepura, Kotte was spruced up for the Indepen.

ions and the people ot the up-country, it
dence] Ua%t Ci\]fi?lligmg)zg: an additiori'lal lift in spirits with th.g
Lot tt' muif citizenship rights to 94,000 stateless people of Indi.
granrlimizn s‘e\‘*urity forces had to be deployed to quell a surgg
g? v(i)olgnc; .in the plantation areas — Bogantalawa, Masfkel;ya{,tzvo.&
wood and Huatton Police areas where a 33-hour f:lur cwd : rom
6p m. on 2.2.86 to 6a m on 4-2-86) had been clampe 4 own,
consequent on shops, lorries and buses.bc.mg set ablaze fy un-
ruly mobs. |at one stage there were it is learnt 7000 refugees

in these areas.]

" We should shun the heaven which leads men 1o this hell”
( William shakespeare) was perhaps the reaction of many an
Indian citizen now enfranchised.

Mr. Abdul Aziz, the President of the Workers’ Congrt_:s_s
however made the records straight. In an appeal to Mrs Siri-
ma Bandaranayake and the SLEP, he made it clear that fears
that the newly enfranchised Indlap citizens would vote for one
particular political party was quite unfounded. It never hap-
pened in 1956 or in 1’977 when governments changed. He alsg
said that Minister Thondaman’s role was “ over-assessed”.
What has been achieved was essentially an agreement between
the two governments and not a victory of one person.

The CWC President, Minister Thondaman and General
Secretary Sellasamy were more concerned about the violence
which had erupted from qowhe_re and the credibility of the
guardians of the law in maintaining law and order in the va-
rious plantation areas- | Both the leaders interviewed the Pre-
sident on 3-2-86.]

It should be noted that unlike in the North and East, peo-
ple in the South were not debarred from handling weapons for
their personal protection.

A news item in the CDN
significant piece of news:—
"In Hatton, a resthouse keeper fired at

premises and killed two young men,
when they were fired at.”’

of 4-2-1986 has the following

2 mob heading for his
The attackers retreated

The violence in the plantation areas was quick] b
under control because the CWC leaders throug(lll they o e;légg:
did not allow the police even if they were inclined, *““to over-
step the limits of authority” and secondly because the i
were allowed to use weapons to defend themselves if the need
arose.

The Kilinochi Railway Station killings, on the other hand
exposed the depth of the quagmire of injustices Derpetrated on'
the innocent civilians of the North and East where no power
on earth could prevent a military assault on people if the se-
curity forces decide to do so- In this particular instance at
Kilinochi we learn the perpetrator or perpetrators of the deed
were arrested by the government and it was also reported that
one of them was in a mentally derailed state.

“All is fair in love and war” runs the old adage, Even
in the event of a military encounter, it is incumbent on those
who are possessed of weapons, particularly heavy artillery to
adhere strictly by the code to which they are bound by ‘¢ the
carefully drawn up Scheme of the Army, Navy and Airforce
Acts”, in a democratic couutry, The professed concern for the
unarmed innocents will look pale if an armed reserve is drawn
*outside the regular framework ”.

The people are grateful to the Civii Rights Movement for the
new light it has shed on this very important matter affecting
the liberty of the individual in 2 democratic state.

The CRM is concerned about the implications of training

and maintaining an armed reserve and Supplementary forces, out-
side the carefully drawn-up Scheme of | ke PRt i 5 :
Airforce Acts, Y an
Despite the meticulous provisions of these Acts, there have

5

been serious breakdown in morale and gj

scipline...what ; 3
ed is to restore and strengthen discipline is need

in the armeq forces.

The creation of forces' outside the regu
not subject to the same traditions and trq
conducive to this end. (Italics ours),

lar framework and
ining seems haradly
The Islana 1.2.gs,

Has Sri Lanka fallen back on the iron fist? [t
tion which is difficult to answer Y
when moderates have yet to wean the y 3 o
fighting, instead of talking their waylctoygg:i:r :I:;tams from
steam is yet Lo go out of the government's pus.h fﬂ whepA the
solution, historian T. R, Glover’s words have, f Or a military
timely and grim note of admonitiop : — or Sri Lanka, a

" Civilisations fall from within
too much patience
any government,”

: is a ques-
But given the situation here,

and there

! Are many cagges
with Over-government Y

from ©
and ng Patience with
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