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Mothering Sunday

St. Johns Church, Chundikuli
conducted their Annual Mothering
Sunday Service on the 9th instant.

The preacher at this  service
was Rt. Rev. D. J. Ambalavanar.
It is a Sunday set apart for

children to bonour their mothers
and give thanks to God for the

love and affection of their mothers.
Our Representatives

At the 39th Avnual meeting
of the Jaffna Diocesan Couneil
the following were elected to re-
present thesa]. DilC. S, I." in the
various bodies.

N.C. C. Rev. J.]. Ratnara-
jah, Rev. T. S. Premarajah, Mrs.
H. N. Rajaratnam, Mrs. Rajan
Hensman, Mr. M. Thambithurai.

C. M. C. Vellore Mr. A. R,

Kadirgamar, and Dr. (Mrs.) R. G.
Selvadurai.

Jaffna College Board Mr.
Milroy R. Selvararajah.
C. L. S. Colomboe Mr. S. Je-

banesan and Rev. J. J. Ratnara-
jah,

U. T. C. Bangalore Bishep
-and Mr. A. R. Kadirgamar,

Kankesan Kalvi Malar

" Kankesan Kalvi Malar” a
collection of essays and research
articles was formally released at
Union College Tellippalai on Tues-
day the 18th March. Prof. S.
Vithiananthan, Vice Chancellor
University of Jaffoa, Mr. R. Sun-
tharalingam Director of Education
Jaffina, Mr. S. Arumugam Senior
Lecturer in Education Jaffna, Prof.
A. Shanmugadas, Rev. Father An-
ton Rajanayagam, Rev.T.S. Pre-
marajah were among those who
spoke at this function. The func-
tion was preeided over by Mr. M.
Sivagnanam, Education Officer in
charge of Kankesanturai Circuit,

Kankesan Kalvi Malar gives
the history of every school of the
Kankesanturai Circuit. The Con-
tributions made by the Ame-
rican Mission, the Roman Catho-
lic Church and the Hindu Board
to the educational advancement of
the circuit are evaluated by well
known scholars,

Farewell

On the sixth of February the
Round Table of Jaffna College bade
farewell to five of its retiring
members viz Mr, W, N, Theva-
kadadcham. Mr. P. A. Amirtha-
nathan, Mrs. A. Kanagararnam,
Mr. S. A. Paul Raj and Mr. N. S.
Ratnasingham. The function was
presided over by Mr. T. Anantha-
ratnara President of the Round
Table. The Round Table also
felicitated at this function S. Ba-
vany a young member who was
recently married to Kularajasin-

gham Suresh of Chavakacheheri.
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RIGHTEOUSNESS EXALTETH A NATION BUT SIN IS A REPROACH TO ANY PkOPLE’ iy

A Lenten Meditation

The 1udwelling Christ — Our Eternal Contemporary

The Book of Revelation, Chap-

ter 1, verse 4 says, ''Grace he
unto you and peace from Him,
which is, which was and which
is to come” According to cor-
rect time -seQuence, the verse
should read; '“God who was,
who is and who is to come”.

But John the beloved disciple of
Christ perhaps wanted to empha-
sise that what is most important
is that He is with us at present.
To many of us, Jesus’ story is a
thing of the past— that he did
many miracles once upon a time,
that he was crucified, that he rose
up from the dead and ascended into
heaven long ago. But what we
realise is that he is here
and now with us, every moment
of our lives.

must

Christ being around us is not
enough. Just as music should in-
vade one’s Soul and get right in-
to the person for him to be mov-
ed by it, for him to find his
heart soaring with it, Jesus should
get into our hearts. He should
dwell in us. And for Jesus to
come into our lives, we should be
reconciled to him first. The per-
ennial question of man bhas been,
" Why was
necessary ! Couldn’t Ged just
forgive and forget?” No. God
is merciful, but He is also right-
eous, just and holy; and He will
have to do that which is right
even in the matter of dealing with
sin. Therefore before God could
forgive man his sin, He has to
judge sin either individually in
the person of the sinner, or col.
lectively in the person of a subs-
titute. The OIld Testament idea
of offering sacrifices to get rid
of sin speaks to that. The sin-
less substitute Jesus Christ died
for cur sins, took the judgement
against our sins and as a result,
God baving judged our sins is
in a position to fergive us our
sins, and is ready to meet with
us and be reconciled to us.

The Christian faith is the
faith in Christ crucified. The
Emperor Constantine is said to

have seen in sky the cross with
the words: ‘'In hoc signo vinces”
“In this sign you will conquer”
We can see these words ourselves
in the pages of the New Testa-
ment. The Supreme importance
of the cross is fully recognized
by the New Testament authors,
They devote a disproportionate
amount of space for Christ's last
week and death, in comparison to
the rest of his life and ministry.
Two fifths of St. Mathew's gos-
pel, three fifth’s of Mark's, one
third of Luke's and half of John's
are devoted 0 an account of the

events beiwsen Christ's trium-
phant eatcy inte Jerusalem and
his triumphact ascension into
heaven. 1. fact the Guspel of
St. John has sometmes been di-
vided mto two equal halves and
entitled “The Book of the sigos”

and “buok oi the passion”. Joba

the death of Jesus .

the Baptist himself greeted Jesus
publicly with the words, '‘Behold
the lamb of God which taketh
away the sins of the world”. St.
Paul never grew tired of remind-
ing his readers of the cross.
Peter, James and John, who en-
joyed a ciaser fellowship with
Jesus than the rest of the twelve
disciples, are unanimous in link.
ing Christ’s death with our sins—
that he bore our sins on his
body on the tree. In Revelation,
Jesus is depicted as the lamb who
was slain to- rescue powers “and
wealth and wisdom and might
and honour and glory and bless-
ing.

And what the Bible teaches
concerning the centrality of the
cross has been recognized by the
Christian Church. We are mark-
ed with a sign of the cross at
our baptism, a cross is erected
on our grave when we are dead.
Church buaildiogs have often been
constructed on a cruciform ground-
plan  with nave and transepts
forming a cross, and many Chris-
tians wear a cross on their lapel,
chain .or mecklace.

Yes. Christ died
may be reconciled; but
again that man may be re-vita-
lized. The revitalization or re-
generation can only be experi-
enced when & man in sincere re-
pentance and child-like faith in-
vites Christ to step into his life.
In his letter to the Ephesians
Chapter 3 verses 17 — 19 Paul
prays for his Ephesian converts.
He says, “may Christ through
your faith dwell” —ie. settle down,
abide, make his permanent bhomg
“in your hearts”- Just as the
crucified Christ is necessary for
our salvation, indwelling Christ ig

he rose

that man -

necessary for our daily life. And
when Christ comes to us, he does
not come just to give us a cer-
tificate of forgiveness, ticket to
heaven, and a reservation for eter-
nity. He comes into our lives

(Continued on page 4)

JAFFNA COLLEGE
English Medium Classes

Classes for Advanced Level
and Ordinary Level students will
be conducted for those requiring
proficiency in their subjects in
English as a p;pammmm
studies here ot abroad. t

Classes commence on the 5th
May, 1986. For further details
and enrolment meet the Principal

along with parent or guardian
after 28th April.
Principal,
Jaffoa College,
Vaddukoddai,

IN MEMORIAM

David Thuraiappah
Thissanayagam

7-1-1914
27-3-1982

" Leave the HOW with Jesus
Secret things He knows
Infinite in wisdom
Time will all disclose ™

Affectionately remembered
by his leved ones.

Thampalai,
Atchuvely,
28-3-86.

Born:
Departed :

THE REVD. DR. D. T/NILES MEMORIAL PRIZE
TAMIL ESSAY COMPETITION 1986

The above competition organised by the Methodist Church Sri

Lanka, will be held this year in Tamul.

This competition is open

to Christians of all denominations except those members in the

Committee of Management.
follows :-

The Subject of the Essay will bs as

THE CHURCH'S STRUGGLE EFOR PEACE AND
JUSTICE IN THE WORLD TODAY

All competiters are requested to comply with the following re-

quirements.
()
(2)

Entries will close on Wednesday 30th April, 1986.
All essays should be semt by Registered post addressed to:-

Mrs. Grace Muttiah, Methodist Head Quarters,
252, Galle Road, Colombo-3.

The name

(3)

and gaddress of

the competitor should not be

written oo any page of the essay but should be forwarded
separately I a covering letter attached to the essay.

The essay should consist
more than 5000 words:
written legibly.

(4)
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EBITORIAL
' Between Two Zealots

"“Iw the name of the people, revolutions are launched. Iu. I’he
name of the peopls, revolutions are put down. In the nane 7‘.', .l r‘c
people ( for their security and protection ) people are oppressed,

tortured and murdered.”

These words from a former Genera
Rev. U. Kyaw Than, under-scores the re
live today in many Asian countries. :

There is an ominous ambivalence about the w(_)rd 'p;oplg;l‘
Everyone — the tyrant and the democrat, the .smnt an h»t e
charleton, the priest and the layman — come foufvard tove ,utrlp
pion the cause of the people- But few compnehen? exac.)i
what their task is - For, the world is full of complex socia

situations. y ;
i e time of our Lord, as we Know, /as
grea?ut:]:s;gio;hbetween the people of Galilee and thg r¢l1a|_c)us
leadership in Jerusalem. The masses c_)f the people in ‘Gahlee
were too poor to keep all the fine pognts of, the rabbinic law.
Religiously, they were regarded as °sinners g
Some were sinners because they were in open defiance
against the law of God, but others were sinners because of
their occupations some of which entailed the breaking of the
law regarding Sabbath observance, shepherds, and labourers
on daily wages were ‘sinners’. So were those engaged in
unclean tasks as butchers, and leather - makers and even the
physically handicapped because according to the rabbinic law,
sickness was the result of God's absence of ‘active blessing’.
To these oppressed and alienated people, Jesus preached the

good News.

Galilee was never a part of the mainstream of the history
of Israel. It was only, we read, a satellite of the Jewish power centre
Jerusalem. It was a hinterland of history but the region was an area
where the powerful families in Judea and Samaria sought to
find space to expand their personal landholdings. The land
was much more fertile in Galilee than in other areas in Palestine.

The Temple at Jerusalem was not looked upon by the
people as a symbol of the spiritual pilgrimage. It was more of
a burden. People had to pay religious tax to maintain the
temple, in Jerusalem.

According to an account of Flavius Josephus, the Jewish
historian (AD 37 to about 95) when Jerusalem fellin 70 A D.
and the golden ornaments in the temple flowed into the market,
the price of gold went down 50 per cent in Syrian markets,

We can now see the forces which brought Jesus to Golgotha
Jesus was crucified by the power structures of his day. He
died on the cross between two zealots. The radical zealots
were the only people who rebelled against the ruling power
structure. While the people longed for a ‘kingdom® in which
justice will be restored, the zealozs had their eyes on a kingdom
which would be free from foreign domination.

| Secretary of the CCA,
alities in which people

there was a

But to respond to the demands of the Kingdom is costly.
On September 25 last year (1985), a document kmown as
Kairos Document (*Kairos’ is a Greek word meaning ‘“time’)
was issued by 151 theologians and church leaders calling upon
the church to take an active stand on the side of the oppressed
in South Africa.

The document said that throughout the Bible, God appears
as the liberator of the oppressed. God is not neutral. He
does not attempt to reconcile Moses and Pharoah, to reconcile
the Hebrew siaves with their Egyptian oppressors or to reconcile
the Jewish people with any of their later oppressors. Oppression
8 8in.

~ Again an international church team which visited Australia
recently discovered that land rights are basic for aborigines and
the ‘rape’ of the land has been the fundamental cause of th
destruction of aboriginal values, culture and society. \

In Sri Lanka today what is the response of the Christian
Church to the contemporary explosive political situation. Accord-
ing to a member of Parliament, the security forces in th
country have been increased to 40,000 to fight " terrorism -
and sophisticated military hardware has been procured to P
the threat of terrorism and the Thesawalamai Law is tmelft
revoked to settle for all time such geo-political 1's.sue0 :
" traditional home-lands * in the North and East e

In this context, will the Christian C} Ly
: kS o hurch in Sri La
(with Mencius in Lloyd Douglas’ Big Fisier man ). nka say

¥ y
The truth is a luxury which no one can afford ... .

® ey gt ] A
Proconmu! must be d'olymutic. Poprivs  Pilata  zau'da’ afford
1taed It was that kind of a world ",

. Or VY\!I It say with Retormed Ministar Nicor smith who

as resicred as a seminacy professor to iminister 0 a black
€ongregation in South frica :-

Toe Church is called to be baib sait and lig salt adds

to roe p:o of weunds but  cleanses then Lizb:  «nnot hide

bewiad encrusied waditivns and mus. CXpose itseil,)
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Loosening Dumb Tongues and Opening Closed Eyes

Will the Church - relate

( The following are excerpts
from an article written by Mr.
K. Nesiah to “The Ceylon
Churchman Jan /Feb. 1986 )

A7 Point Programme with special
reference to the Tamil Areas

Notwithstanding the failure
of the state to evolve a com-
prehensive plan covering the
whole of Sri Lanka, a 7 — point
programme dealing with the
great need of the Visually
Handicapped in the Tamil areas
is set out here.

A Secondary School

ONE : .
for the Blind in the Tamil
medium should be the first
priority. In a way, it is im-

plementing the decision made
by the Board of Governors (or
Trustees) ot the Ceylon School
for the Deaf and Blind in 1976
to separate the Nuffield School
at Kaithady, Jaffna, into two
separate institutions — a School
for the Deaf and a School for
the Blind. The new Kaithady
School for the Blind may indeed
use the Ratmalana Unit of the
Ceylon School, the Ratmalana
School for the Blind as its
model for the first stage of
development, and prepare
students for the G.C E. ‘O°
Level; and both Kaithady and
Ratmalana may look forward
at a further stage to an edu-
cation leading to the ‘A’ Level
and with at least some of the
facilities offered by the Church
of England Public Grammar
School, Worcester College. The
students of Worcester, it is
known, receive career guidance
from the third form onwards ;
several of them have beep
subsequently to Oxford, Cam-
bridge or other places of higher
learning, and many of them
reached the top of their chosen
professions.

~ TWO: One Secondary School
in Jaffna can only be the beg-
inning of a plan of educationa]
development for the Visually
Handicapped. Feeder schools
should be started ip other
areas. It should be preceded
by medical examination, and
follow-up care and guidance.
’I‘he. education and ancillary
services should be such as to
afford motivation to the handi-
ca‘pped and such education as
will discover the Potential in
disability. Where there is a
gooq home environment the
pupils could attend schot,)l as
day scholars. Where this s
not possible, the parents should
beh elncouraged to  visit  the
school often a i
it nd meet their

_ THREE: The py

Integration is to maf(er?xosgot?ci
school available to a gifpeq
disabled blind pupil, ang t
the same time help him ?
mix socially with other non(3
disabled pupils and through
that, mix with the sighted cogr

Registered wi; a Naw:pap,, atthe G.p
¥ . .

Printed for the Jaffng
muganatha J'regs,
%0d oublishel by My,

Alvappillai Rajasig

d Institutions in Sri Lanka heed the call once again

munity. A good Secondary
School, like Worcester College,
provides the widest possible
opportunities for their pupils
of mixing with the community
outside and equips them to
play a significant role in its
life. It would. however, help
gifted pupils in the small
schools mentioned in the pre-
vious section to be transferred,
after initial training. either to
a good Secondary School for
for the Blind, or to a regular
Secondary School, provided the
receiving school has a Special
Education Unit and otherwise
helps integration-

(to be continued)

The Indwelling Christ — Qur ...
(Continued from page 1)

not to be a passive non-entity,
but to be an active reality. In
Romans 8:10 Paul says, “If
Christ be in you, the body is
dead, the spirit is alive”. If he
is to live in us, we must die to
our passion, possessions and posi-
tion for John 2:15 16 says
“Love not the world, neither the
things that are in the werld. For
‘all that is in the world, the lust
of the flesh, the lust of the eyas,
and the pride of life is not of
the father, but of the werld>.
And when he comes to dwell in
us, he will clean the inside of
us, as he did the Temple of Je.
rusalem. Holiness, separation and
distinction are the words used to
describe the ideal temple. The
temple that knows no sacrifice,
but only comfortable compromise,
will not be his dwelling place.
In 1st Corinthians 6, 19, Paul

says. Do you  not know that
your body is the temple— the
very  sanctuary —of the Holy

Spirit that lives within you, whom
you have received as a gift from
God?”

And we are blessed with this
gift to be a source of blessing
to others. In John 7:37, 38 Je
sus says, " If any man thirst, let
him come unto me and dripk.
Then out of his belly shall flow
rivers of living water”, Refresh-
ed recipient becomes the channel
of identical blessing to others.
In  2nd Corinthians 5:18 Paul
says, “ And all things are of God,
who hath reconciled us to Him-
self by Jesus Christ and bave
given to us the ministry of re-
conciliation ” and in 1.4 he says
God comforts us ““hat we may
be able to comfort them which
are in any trouble, by the com-
fort where with we ourselves are
comforted by Him ', When the
risen  Christ dwells in us, we .
become reconcilers ane comforters
and that 1s the calling to which

we have been called
tn .
sent time. et

—W. N.S. Sinind

No. 0/96/News/s8,
India at Sri San*

28th March 1986
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