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Jaffna College — St. Patrick’s
Cricket Matches

Battle of the Golds

The 68th encounter took place
on the St. Patrick’s ground on the
7th and 8th of March. The match
took place on the naw grounds of
St. Patriek’s opened recently, and
a new Score board was opened on
the firet day of the match by the
Principal of Jaffina College. The
mateh ended in a thrilling draw
being fought very hard by both sides.

01d Boys Match

The Old Golds team met the
0O!d Patricians on the St. Patrick’s
gronnds om the oth March for
the annmal fixtare in 2 limited
over match, and the Old Patricians
won the game.

Battle of the Golds — Limited over
Match

The limited fiifty over match
between both the Colleges was
played on the Jaffna College
grounds oo the 15th of Mareh,
and Jaffna College retained the
Rajan Kadirgamar Trophy for the
second year.

New Trophies Awarded This _Ye-r }

The Principal of Jaffna College
has honoured three Rectors of St.
Patrick’s College who were his
colleagues ~during  his 18 yesr
period as Principal of jaffon Callege.
A challenge cup in the name of
the Rev. Fr. John A. Francis was
awarded to the Best Fieldsman
in the Big Match; another challenge
cup in the name of Rev. Fr. G. A,
Francis Joseph, the present Reetor
for the Man of the Match was
awarded at the limitted over match
on the 15th, and another challenge
cop will be awarded at the end
of the year in the name of Rev.
Fr. T. A. ]. Maduranayagam at
the Annmal Soceer Match.

The fraternal bonds between
both these institutions have grown
from stresgth during this entire
century due to the excellent
fellowship between old students
of both these colleges, and specially
its Principals beginning from the
Rev. John Bicknell — Rev. Fr. Ma-
thews period at the beginning of
this century. We hope that this
fellowship will continue for many
more years to come.

It Happened Last Week

Two persons were killed
and another injured during a
search operation at Vantharu-
mulai in Batticaloa.

Two soldiers were killed
and 3 others injured in an
exchamge of fire at Kiran In
Batticaloa. Two militants com-
mitted suicide during this in-
cident.

Three persons were killed
in Vavuniya when the Sivan
temple was besieged and search
ed.

Seven people were killed in
Myliddy when they were at-
tacked from trees and aban-
doned houses.

Three Sinhalese business-
men were killed in Batticaloa.

A young man was killed

Max Harrison, 92
(From ‘‘ The Boston Globe'"
February22, 1986)

Was a Missionary in India

Newton — Burial will be pri-
vate in Newton Cemetery today for
Rev. Max Hunter Harrison, a
United Church of Christ mission-
ary in India whe died Thursday in
the Mediplex Nursing Home, New-
ton, after a long illness. He was
92.

Rev. Harrison was formerly a
professor and president of the
United Theological College of
South India.

He graduated from Knox Col-
lege in Illineie, Andover Theologi-
cal Seminary and Harvard Divini-
ty School.

Rev. Harrison went to Sri
Lanka in 1919 and taught at
Jaffna College until 1927, In 1937,
he beeame a professor at the Unit-
ed Theological College in Banga-
lore, South India, and from 1937
to 1957 served as the college’s
president.

Rev. Harrison served in Boston
as acting secretary for Southeast
Asia for the United Church Board
for World Ministries from 1957
until 1960.

“Tn 1963, he returned - to South~
India and was a visiting professor

at the theology college from 1963
vntil 1965.

From 1966 until 1972, Rev.
Harrison was chief librarian for
the missionary research library at
Union Theological Seminary
New York City.

in

He founded a center for the
study of religion and society in In-
dia and waus the author of ''Hindu
Monism and Pluralism,” which
was published in 1928

Rev. Harrison leaves two sons,
Richard H. of Lawrenceville, N. J,
and Robert H. Harrison of Weston;
and four grandchildren.

The memorial service is
scheduled for 12th April at the
United Parish Chureh in Auburn-
dale, Massachusetts. The place of
Dr. Harrison in the Board of
Trusees of Jaffna Cellege in
Bosten is taken by his som Dr.
Robert H., Harrison,

New Editor for “Island”

Mr. Gamini Weerakoon bhas
been appointed Editor of ' The
Island’ with the effect from

The former
resigned his

Tuesday 8th April.
Editor Mr. E. Yapa
position a week age.

in Pt. Pedro during a fight
that ensued in the town.

Eight soldiers and an officer
were Kkilled by a land mime
explosion at Puthuvedduvan
near Murukandy.

Five persons were killed in
Keerimalai, Illavalai and Ala-
veddi areas

The Late Rev. James S. Mather

The passing away of the
Rev. James S Mather, D D, re-
moves one who was a stalwart
of the Methodist Church for
about three decades. The Ma-
thers have long been known
for their contribution to various
fields of activity in Jaffna, —
business, the Church and the
other professions. James Mather
was born in Manipay on 30th
September 1890. He had his
schooling at Jaffna Central Col-
lege and his theological studies
at Bangalore. He entered the
Methodist Ministry in 1917-

He served as minister in
several stations including ten
years in Colombo (Jampettah )
and six in Jaffna. His special
interests were evangelism and
social reform, and he was in
the van of the movement for
devolution of responsibility to
the nationals.

To wunderstand Mather’s
contribution, it is necessary to
know about the Methodist or-
ganisation. Till 1949, there were
two districts—the North Cey-
lon District (NCD) comprising
the Northern and Eastern Pro-
vinces, and the South Ceylon
District (SCD) for the other
seven provinces. Each District
had a Chairman and a District
Synod. Delegates from the two
Synods met in a Provincial
Synod for co-ordination of plans
and policy. From 1950 to 1964,
the two districts were amalga-
mated into one district — the
All-Ceylon District, with a Chair-
man and a Synod for the
whole Island. The British Me-
thodist Conference had over-
all control. In 1964, after 150
years of existence, the Ceylon
Methodist Church became in-
dependent of control from Bri-
tain, Ceylon now has a confer-
ence of its own.

The District Chairman of
the early years, always a Mis-
sionary, had three functions.
He was General Superinten-
dent, Financial Agent and
Chairman of Synod. In 1930,
the Synod of the N.C.,D-
passed a resolution asking that
the functions be separated and
urging that the Chairman of
Synod with supervising powers
be elected by open vote in
Synod. This became a reality
in 1941 with the Rev: James
Mather as Chairman of the
N.C, D He held the office for
two periods — 1941, to 1945, and
1947 to 1949.

In 1950, the All-Ceylon
Syned came into existence and
the Rev. Mather was Chairman
for five yeats—l955 to 1'9§9.
He retired from active minis-
try in 1961 at the age of 70
years AmMODg the ot‘heg offi-
ces he held were: Chairman
of Provincial Synod (1938) Re-
presentative of the Ceylon Me-
thodist Church to the World
Methodist Conference  (1961)

Administrative Officer
Appointed

The Excutive Committee of
the JDCSI which met on Tues.
day the first of April appointed
M.r. A. Rajasingham as’ the admi-
nistrative officer of the
Mr. A. Rajasingham who served
as Viee Principal of Jaffna College
for the past eighteen years is due
to retire on the 8th of May.

Diocese.

and Vice-President of the World
Methodist Council 1956 to
1961 ).

During his term as Chair-~
man of the N. C. D. he hasten-
ed the process of devolution in
tpe field of education too: na-
tionals were sent abroad for
training and were appointed
Principals of schools. Mana-
gers of schools too were na-
tionalss He was a powerful
preacher and emphasised the
evangelistic function of the
Church. He wrote a number
of booklets on Prayer, the
problem of suffering, The claim
of Jesus Christ, The Bibles’
Answers to Life’s ' Problems.
For his contribution fo the
work of the World Churchs
he was awarded the honorary
degree of Doctor of Divinity
by Simpson University (USA)
in 1951.

He was greatly concerned
about the social evil of drink
and aimed at total abstinence. On
a resolution passed by Synod,
the government was persuaded
to close taverns before elec-
tions. He urged Christians —
both Methodist and others — to
abstain from liquor, not to
serve it at functions, and also
not to allow coconut and pal-
myrah trees to be tapped for
toddy Once he found himself
in a quandary, when the
prospective in-law of one of
his children had planned t©
have a ‘' Champagne recep”
tion’* after the wedding. Mr-
Mather was firm and said
that he would not attend if
liquor was served. The *pa“
rent” had to resort to the
device of two parties— one for
those who had the **Methodist
attitude ’, and another for the
others.

He also created ‘public
opinion’ against the practice
of Christians having weddings
on ** auspicious days”. At first
he refused to solemnize mar-
riages fixed on such dayss
later he drew up a list of
« auspicious " dates which were
« jnauspicious "’ for solemnizing
marriages in Methodist Chur-
ches. There is no doubt that
this campaign weakened the
hold * auspicious days’ had on
the minds of people. Our coun-
try need more people like the
Rev. James Mather, men with
convictions and the courage of
their convictions.

K. Pooranampillai
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EBITORIAL
Sri Lanka‘s Unending Agony

the country that life in

There is a widespread leelivn_q‘ in ; /e
Sri Lanka today is a matter of ‘pressing o'n.‘ i
2 violence, disarray and insecur

general climate of 2
A new source of destabilis
nomenon of leaflets droppe

In a remarkable and dramatic sun

J my, Finance Minister Ronnie L el
Ir\!ii'!d;'w(n:rhi);h was celebrating its 20th Anniversary ) explod

i 5S § onths ago in the news
which made headlines some m g0 b .
thed‘mytt:at Sri Lanka was well on 1ts way to se}f sui?jlglerzecygor;lg
n;?e 12;“(1 that the bountiful harvests (‘)t the l(\j/ldhaw‘;];'ro% oA
:v;ll make up for the short-fall in the troubled regio

North and East:—

* Rs. 700 million bad to be spent |
we could not get rice from the i
and even fish had to be imported. i3 :

allocation for defence this year Asaid _the Mlmster is

Rs. 9000 million: To underscore the staggering dlmensxor} of this
o tion, the Minister pointed out that this amount is much

B :?l'n the entire budgets prepared and presented by the

i Finance Minister, Dr. N M. Perera and Mr. Felix R.

pr_evn(gxs daranayake. The Minister also said that this money

g)ll:lsd vanll have been spent on Education or Health.

Health Minister Ranjit Attapattu sgeaking in th.e.same vein
last year at the Fifth_Meetmg of the Health Ministers from
WHO's South East Asian Region, held in Colombo said that
the Sri Lankan government was compelled to make heavy allo-
cations for defence in 1986, far greater than for Education or
Health. -*If this is not a temporary phase” said the Minister the
country will not be able to a_fford to maintain even the present
condition”. The Health Minister also stressed that there has
been a severe drain on “upper level man power” in the health
services. The Accident Service Ward of the General Hospital,
Colombo is now run, he said, by four retired surgeons.

ation in the North i1s the zllerlr:aela;)he-
d from helicopters in rurd are

yming-up of our mercu-
de Mel at the YMBA.,

ast year to import rice, because
North or East. Onioens, chillies

The

Economic allocations which are deviated from their proper
channels to meet other exigencies, have had diverse side effects
in many countries of the world, the effects depending on the
ethos of the people.

Margaret Thatcher, the British Prime Minister was, we learn.
denied an Honorary Doctorate Degree in February last ‘year by
the Faculty and Administrators of the Oxford University, her
Alma Mater [She was the first British Prime Minister in this
eentu:y who has studied at Oxford].

The negative vote was bolstered by the participation of
many medical and scientific dons (who normally don’t partici-
pate) because of Mrs Thatcher s vote in effecting severe cut-
backs in governmental funds earmarked for Education, Health
and Science.

The point we wish to make is not that those who have
the responsibility for and opportunity of, nominating suitable
candidates for Honorary Degrees should be vengeful for any
reason whatsoever, but that a democracy in which a cut-back
on votes for Education, Science or Healh is found necessary tq
run a civil war should be considered “sick' in every sense.

In Sri Lanka, the effect of this ‘sickness’ has been seepn in
the exodus, almost on an unprecedented scale, of ‘upper-level
man power in Health, Education and in Services where tech-
nical expertise is needed, reducing the people of the land to
masses living virtually “in a technical stone-age’.

The search meanwhile for a political solution goes on but
is still confined to the tunnel vision of a group — the ruling
party-

As we write these notes, the waters across Palk Strait are
just as troubled and murky as they have been for some time.
Sri Lankan reports of Romesh Bhandari's arrival, based on sour-
ces perhaps at diplomatic level, have been characterised more
‘often by “positive sounding negatives” although a date ( April
20) has been actually mentioned

Mr. A P. Venkataraman’s assumption of office as Minister
of Foreign Affairs in India as from 1-4-86, has not raised the
curtain on any new ‘Act’. In his very first official statement
on Sri Lanka, be has struck the same note as any of the In-
dian political leaders:—

"The Sri Lankan government has ‘'said it wishes to have a poli
tical solution. On the other hand actual events seem to suggest
gomething different. We're waiting to see how thiogs develop.”

(The Island 2-4-86)

The new Foreign Minister however chose to change the
monotony the Indian refrain, by expressing his opinion that it
is time now for someone ‘from Sri Lanka to come to India,
hinting perhaps that the onus is now on Sri Lanka to project
to the world a different image than the one She (Sri Lanka)
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Ranjith Selvarajah ( Sons) Vijaya-
ranee and Seivaranee (daughters).
- « #*

Obituary
Mrs: Sellathurai

Mrs. Manoranjitham Sellathu-
Mr. S. Sellathurai

R. J. Thurarirajsh
rai wife of

( Sellathurai Annai of Ashram) Mr. R. J. Thurairajah former
died in Canada on Monday the Wgysical Director Jaffna College
31st March. She leaves behind Manager Lankem Ceylon Ltd
besides her husband Athisayam, in his home at Chavakach-
Thabithal (daughters) Amanthan on Saturday the 5th April.

(son) V. A. Thurairajah V. Bala-
singham and Benjamin Selvarat-
nam (brothers), The funerel took

The funerel service teck place
on Monday the 7th April at 3-30
p. m. Rev. Chandan Arnold the

placerin Ca.qada on Wednesday Parich Priest conducted the service:
the , 2nd April. Rev. J. Sarvanandhan preached
X 4 * the sermon. Tributes were given
C. D. Vijayaratnam by Mr. A. Kadirgamar and Mr.

R. C., Thavarajah. Special songs
were sung by the Choir of Jaffna
College  where Mr. Thurairajah
taught for thirty - four years.

Mr. Thurairajah leaves behind

Mr. C .D. Vijayaratnam of
the Dutch Rood Sandilipay died
on Sunday the 30th March. He
was serving as Sales Representa-

tine of the Williams Biscuits besides his wife Soundramani Rev.
Company, at the time of his death. Rajkumar Thurairajah (Son)
He leaves behind besides his wife Rajini and Ranjini ( danghters)

Pushparanee, Roy Wijeyarajah and Rev.]. J. Ratnarajah (brothar).

was projecting hither to. in respect of the Ethnic problem in
the country-

As to Mr. Bhandari’s coming to Sri Lanka to discuss the
new proposals which have been put forward by the Sri Lan-
kan government, the two national dailies, the Ceylon Daily News
and The Island give different versions.

The CDN of 4-4-86 quoting the Hindu has said that Mr.
Bhandari had told the Hindw that there is a possibility of his
visit to Colombo but he does not know how it will develop.
" They are anxious” are the words reported have been used by
Mr. Bhandari in this context. Thke Island on the other hand in
its issue of 2-4-86 states that Mr. Bhandari is taking on, the
new responsibility of being convenor of the Foreign Relatsons
Cell of the Congress I party and it is not clear how he ‘will
be associated with negotiations in Colombo on the ethnic issue,

In the meanwhile the three-day visit of the British Foreign

Secretary, Sir Geoffrey Howe. to India suddenly changed the
hue of political sky over Sri Lanka to a deeper grey.

Indian officials have been reported to have had discussions
with the British Foreign Secretary expressing their concern
over the presence of “private” British mercenaries in Sri Lanka
to assist the Sri Lankan government to fight ‘terrorism’ in the
North and East of the country. According to some Tamil dai-
lies, the bombers over Jaffna which devastated large civilian
areas were piloted by foreign mercenaries. A news report re-
cently of a bomber which crashed into the Beira Lake in

Colombo, state that one of the victims of the disaster was 3

toreign pilot.

Sir Geoffery Howe’s reply to the charge made against the
British government was that his government has no control over
Private British mercenaries. It would be of interest to our
readers to note that the same alibi was preferred by the Sri
Lankan delegate, Mr. Sunil de Silva at the meeting of #ye UN
Committee on Elimination of Racial Discrimination h last
month when the question was put to him if Sri Lanka is havi
trade relations with South Africa. ng

The reply of the Sri Lankan delegate was
try has no trade relations with South Africa.
‘“stand in the way of private citizens trading
country . !

' The expert from Bulgaria Matey Karasimeonor is r

to have said at this meeting that he was not cORVingeH egorteq
Lanka's explanation regarding economic relations with ¥ om
Africa | CDN 15-3-86 ). with South

We find ourselves in Sri Lanka today comj
merely with the cost, in terms of money of w
more importantly with the cost in terms of a
spiritual, moral and ethical values which we h
2600 yearss

Against this unsettling backdrop of events wh
no clear concensus of what makes truth o o
time of crisis,Tit is 800(31 tof remember wh
Rabindranath Tagore said of another gre: i
harlal Nehrui— " He had mever ftmghtg s:yt olfndtlraznth oot Jawas
daengerous nor made alliance with falsehooq wh g 'whe" o
ey en it wqgg Cornve-

that his coun-
'Bhut it did not
with any other

02 to grips not

N erosion of gur
ave cherished for

n there js
r falsehood during 2

at one great Indian,
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