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Postscript

The Tragedy at Shalom Nagar

The Jaffna Diocese of the
Church of South India has
always identified itself with the
just stuggles and aspirations of
the Tamil Nation. This has
been so from the time vhen
chauvinistic and racist DD'ICI(:-!S
first reared their ugly hea(ls in
the post independence period-
More recentely the Church has
actively involved itself both by
word and deed The consider-
able amount of work done
amongst refugees since 1983 and
the various social and develop-
mental programmes bear ample
‘testimony to this. However, on
the night ef 4th April it became
even more closely identified
with the sufferings of its people
in a manner both unforseen
and tragic.

The Diocese’ runs a Dairy
Development projéct on a 50
acre plot at Shalom ( Murippu )
six miles away from Kilinochchi.
This has been in existerice since
1983. In addition to a dairy
programme, vegetable cultiva-
tion and a fruit orchard, a week-
ly medical clinic and an under
fives Day Care Centre are also
conducted for the benefit of
the local community ( who
comprise mainly of “resettled
esiate Tamils). During the dark
hours of the night of April
4th this institution became the
setting for a tragedy the like
ot which has become an all too
common  happening in the
Tamil homelands during the

_post 1983 period.

On the night in question,
at around the midnight hour,
a group of security personnel
broke nto the farm compound.
The unfortunate night watcher,
a teenager. was shot dead. His
1S yet unknown. The
other three employees present
on the premises, two young
supervisors and a labourer, were
dragged off by the intruders,
Of the three only the lahourer
knew of the killing. The other
two while unaware of this were
not overly optimistic about
their chances of suryival Thig
fear, which was induced by the
notorious reputation the armed
forces have for their dealings
with Tamil civilans, had been
further strengthened by the
brutal slaying nearhy of a young
ayurvedic doctor that very
The young man had
been cremated — alive allegedly
The physical

quently underwent only served
to increase their pessimistic
view of the probable outcome,

The three
behind their captors though
thick jungle scrub All the
while they recieved intermittent
blows from rifles and helmets.
[n the morning the same treat-
ment continued, only now they
had a few more Tamil vouth

were dragged

to share the agony. Finally
the group was taken to the
army camp at Kilinochchi.
Despite protesting that they
were long standing employees
of the Diocese’s farm and that
they were innocent of any crime
it was to little avail. It was
only later in the afternoon after
the intervention of the C S. L
Pastor at Kilinochchi was their
release obtained. Their relief
and joy can well be imagined.

The reasons behind the Kkill*
ing and subsequent harassment
of the others is still unclear-
One possibility was that the
army believed that the farm
was used as a hideout by
Tamil militants. This_accu’
sation (if such was made) i&
quite untrue and seems more
an excuse for the forces to
indulge in their favourite past
time of terrorising Tamil civie
lians.

One of the young men was
met by this writer a week after
the incident. He could walk only
with the greatest of discomfort.
He is grateful to God for his
miraculous survival and looks
forward to returning to the
farm as soon as his aching body,
will permit him to

The Diocese’s various wor-
kers on the mainland work
under constant tension and at
great personnel risk but continue
to do so, unflinchingly and
courageously, carrying out their
tasks to the satisfaction of all
concerned and in the service of
their people. This is something
that others in the Diocese should
be aware of. Let us hope that
they are spared such turther
trials and tribulations ( optimis-
tic though that may seem.)

D. C. A.

District Cultural -Committee
Formed

A cultural committee for
organizing and co-ordinating
cultural programmes for the
Jaffna District was formed at
the Jaffna Secretariat on Thurs-
day the 10th April. The new
body consists of University
Professors. Secretariat Officials,
School Principals and leading
Artists of the Jaffna District.
It is hoped that this committee
will rivive the cultural activi-
ties of the troubled Jaffna Dis-
trict. The Government Agent
Jaffna is the Chairman of this
committee.

Jaffna Banks Adopt
Stringent Measures

Following cases of thefts
where customers were intimi-
dated and forced to sign
cheques, the Banks in Jaffna
have adopted stringent measures
in issuing balance statements,

Dumb Tongues and
Closed Eyes

It is in the last three de-
cades that we have become
aware that a disabled body
need not mean a disabled life;
so that educational programmes
should take into account the
special problems of disabled
children and young persons
and their need of opportuni-
ties, equal to those of non-
disable children and young per-
sons, to receive education and
vocational preparation  suited
to their ages, abilities, attitudes
and interests. (L. L.O Res 99
1955). And it was in 1931,
five years back, we were able
to affirm: “Full Participation
and Equality” (1YDP),

If the disabled are to par-
ticipate in decision-making and
serve in councils and com-
mittees; they should receive
their first such training in the
school community. For as
Archbishop Temple said, the
school is a society of young
people more than it is a place
of instruction. It is in a well-
developed Secondary  School
that such experiences are ready
at hand. Why mature and
older pupils, studying in the
higher forms and guided by
graduate teachers can help to
make the school community
itself mere of 2 community;
and in the process develop their
own qualities of leadership-
Would that we realized that
our society will partake of
the Kingdom of God only if
the disabled too participate,
and ever afford leadership in
our collective life ?

Remembering that the new
grand hall for the School for
the Blind at Kaithady has been
the gift of the American Mis-
sion, may [ invite all the
Churches functioning in the
Tamil areas to make the up-
grading of that School into a
full-fledged. Secondary Scl.w.olo‘
with A. L. classes, their joint
offering at the feet of the Lord
of Love and mercy.

K. Nesiah.
Wedding
Jeyaseelan — Sulochana

The marriage was solemnized
at the €. S. 1. Church, Udm{il on
Saturday the 5th of April of
Mr. N. Jeyaseelan the son of Mr.
V. S. Namasivayam (formerly of
the Ceylon Broadcasting Corporf-
tion) and the late Mrs. Ne_unash
yayam and Miss Suluchatfa Kanda-
samy daughter of Mr. & Mrs. V.
Kandasamy of Pussellawa.

I'he marriage was solemnized

by the Rev. D). C. Ratnisingham
of Udavil, The bride and bride-
groom ars attached to the Sri

Lanka Broadcasting Corporation.

Bible Society in Sri - Lanka

The latest “News letter
the Bible Society in Sri - Lanka
83ys that the tota] contribution
last year (Nov. 1984 — Oct, 1985)
amounted to R, 432465.80 cts,
2 40% iancraase over the pravions
Yeir.. Of the total expenses
amouoting to Rs. 43 milliog just
over 80 per cent was spent
free scriptures: subsidising
tures and on distribution of
tures,
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News in brief
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A Biography of Thanthai Chelya to be
Published in Tamil

A biography of Thanthai S.J.v,
Chelvanayagam in Tamil by Pandit
Chachithanandam will
published. The Secretary
thai Chelva Memorial Trugt
Senator and Chairman of
defunct Jaffna District Day,
Council ) Mris o5 Nadarajah
aonounced this g¢ the public
meeting held a¢ Nallar  Hindy
Lodge, to commemorate the 83th
Birthday of Thanthaf Chelvanaya-
gam. The meeting was organised

by the Taanthai Chelva Mamoria |
Trust.

soon get
of Than-
, (former
the now
elopment

Obituary
Mrs. Violet Ratnasingham

Mrs, Violet Ratnasingham (nee
Jesudasan), wife of late Dr. P, K.
Ratnasingham Deputy Director of
Health Services died on Friday
the 11th of April. The funeral
took place at her home at Moor
Road, Wellawatte on Saturday
the 12th instant. She leaves be-
hind Dr. Anandaraj Ratnasingham
and Sunilkumar (sons), Mrs. Lila-
ni Rajakulendran and Swendrini
(daughters) and Sam Jesudasan
( brother ).

IN MEMORIAM

IN EVERGREEN MEMORY OF
OUR DEAR ONE

(Mrs). Christbelle Thavamany

Thurairatnam

Called Home on
17th, April 1985,

" Although the golden touch of

youwr Guiding hand is gone,

And the tender sound of your
Charming Voice is still,

Yowr freasured memory yet
lingers on,

In our hearts mow and always
will,

Be forever near her Lord, hear
her should she call,

Light a STAR above her grave,
when the evening shadows
fall.”

( Lovingly remembered by
all her loved ones— here
and abroad)
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EDITORIAL
A Riddled politica! Landscape

imeemana By-Election intruded into the cn'n=:154‘a<ldsn
nnlloTnl;cl :Ll:r;‘e yesles'da);z (17-4-86). As we write these notess
the results are yet to be known il

Except for the main contestants, the LlN]“ and (bho SIL,}'OPf.
the By-Election was of little interest It appeared (0“L m‘\tr
line with the maio sweep Of political events 11 'lhlé Co-\il thsi’st
Many people reacted to it as they (hdvm Halley's Comet t
year with a mixture of boredom and dismay- ;

There were, however, the usual acrimonious@xt:h_ﬂnges an
vxtm{llernttucks between the UNI’ and the SLEP DE‘]QI t‘o the:
election, at Seminars and Election meetings held at various cen
tres in the electorate:

The SLFP leader. Mrs. Sirima Bandaranayake made full ‘Else
of the opportunity to underscore what ~ she tt'l'ouglft was qg
absence of government in a third of the land”. She also di
pot fail to seize the chance to pay perhaps an old score to a
cabinet Minister of the UNP whom she considered to be a ring
general 1n command:

The UNP claimed that it sought to get a mandate at Akmee-
mana to continue  the Emergency.till "'terronsm' was wiped out
completely in the North and b‘asg- The Party }dld not fail to
point an accusing finger at the SLFP for keeping away from
the sensitive negotiations for a political settlement.

All told, Akmeemana gave a chance for both pa}'ties to square
their positions, which they did with all the ingenuity they could
command. Signs of unrest have not been wanung- Even before
the election, an election petition has been field against one of
the candidates The possibility of an escalation of civil and
political strife 10 the area, in the aftermath of the election
and the increase in the number of people forced to seek refuge
because of accompanying instability cannot pe ruled out alto-
gether.

Meanwhile in the battle front in the North, the prognosis
is by no means rosy. The talk of peace and the rattle of sa-
bers go om simultaneously with the ‘rattle’ a little more pro-
pounced than the ‘talk which is as yet to be finalised.

Since early February this year, when Indian Foreign Minis-
ter Ramesh Bhandari was recalled by the Indian Minister from
Madras, while he was en route (0 Sri Lanka, the peace talks
have remained stalled. A speck .of hope now filters over the
scene.. Foreign Minister Hameed of Sri Lanka, due to attend
2 Non-Aligned Conference in New Delhi has taken with him a
*package’ for consideration by the Indian Prime Minister A
quick end to the islands bitter strife is unfortunately not yet
i sight- " The way out of trouble’ said E. W. Howe, a Kansas
Journalist, "is never as simple as the way in’.

In the North the endless travail of the Tamil peasants has
been heightened by the prociamation that all forests and jungles
in the Vavuniya District have been proclaimed out of bounds.
{ Peasants gather their quota of firewood for their hearth from
the jungles and forests.] To the restrictions already imposed on
movements of civilians in the villages has been added the admo-
nition that peopie should avoid by lanes, and short cuts and use
only the main roads or routes- They should not carry big par-
cels with them. Families living arround the Palaly Camp have
peen asked to vacate their houses and holdings.

_Earmers in the area around Palaly who were allowed the
facnlxty of cultivating their maturing crops, during specified hours
in a day, could not avail themselves of this concession, because
of unscheduled helicopter reconnaissance and attacks in th’e region,

4 eqwmed inextricably with the ‘rape’ of the countryside
with its ancillary resulis of an exodus of people from the"
hearths and homes, their sights and sounds, is the central T:::
mil problem of the paralysis of old identities. " A man’s @ mar
for & that” sang Robert Burns, the ploughman poet of Scullandf

A Today the "soul’ of Jaffna stands destroyed. Her temples
ua:ve t?ecn desecrated, Per schools endangered (there are no less
Oﬂdi:lllaldo'u va.ca‘nm,es for teachegs in Jaffna schools according to

sources ) and the agrarian population. the backbone of

the economy, have been d :
Tk ’ rive P . 2
ViaTiot: n to a life of penury and humi-

Wm‘é)ut a4 most disturbing aspect of the 'crisis’ (an overused
b in Dgl Lz_mvlg.a), Is the deep gulf seperating the positions
1 up by Sinhalese political leaders at public meetings and

seminars and the actual ‘realities’ faci Tami
their homeland. 3 e 1"kl vig

Win over the Tami ;

- mils to quell 'terrorism’ w:

e as the c
i\l/lln}zlér Gamini Dissanayakes to the Government Agcntsta“h0£
€ addressed them at the BMICH on 3-4-86 He said.— when

EE
Some say stop ssoding traios Some say stop sending food
petrol. They are only driving the Tamils on the lap of O(‘:] 408
rorists.  The moment you think a Tamil wmust be suspe vlwrl
you are subcomsciously admitting that the Tamils luw;: @ CLLI o,
f?,r a separate State. (Italics ours) [CDN 54 gtl)ull
thatbzxr;'hdltse leaQer..s :i;mi‘t{ come around to accepting the fact
e, 'd?y‘ LTT Sri Lanka’s pains have been self-inflicted. This
;)1 lu;l[l.:[‘)‘.dliﬂ? ‘\u rm;f ‘ vul\‘y r.*.n every part of Deouty Minishfr
Justice Shelton Raparaja’s Speech in Kandy at the Bake House

o
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« Whole Earth News letter ”” on the Sri Lankan Conflict

( Whole Earth News letter is the official organ of the UCBWM)

The island of Sri Lanka has been’ control over the major part of
the home for centuries to several - the island form the Dbasis for
the claiming the entire island as g
two major groups are the Sinhalese Sinhala homeland. The Tamils,
and the Tamils. The Tamils, who on the other hand, feel that they
make up 18 percent of the popula- have been on the island long
tion trace their history on the island enough to claim the nporthern
back many centuries. The Ginhalese, peninsula and much of the east
who comprise 75 percent of the popu- as their homeland. Even though
lation and are predominantly Bud- they have come from India, they
dhist, came from porthern India are Ceylon Tamils, haviog an
and eventually settled i the established ethno - cuitural distinc.
central and southern parts of the tiveness from Indian Tamils.
island over 2,000 years ago. The With the arrival of European
Tamils, predominantly Hindu are gpmination the separation of the
of Dravidian stock and relate  communities ended, and the island
ethnically to their Tamil cousins ggain became one administrative
of southern India. They moved yuuit  With the building of roads
into the Jaffna peninsu-la on the and subsequently the railroad, move-
porthern tip of the island and ment from one part of the island -to
worked their way south and south-  gnother was facilitated. Further, i
eastward, setting up @ powerful  Britisk found the Tamil peopls
Kingdom. History records & to be eager and capable civi]
major battle in 164 - BC, which  gervants. With the availability
essentially established the division of mission schools, the Tamils
of the 1sland_ into two ethnic gere quick to learn English and
sections and isolated the two com-  ware soon found in the mercantile
munities from each other. and bureaucratic spheres of Cey-
lon’s colonial life.

ethpic communities, of which

The Sinhalese feel that their

and  historic (to be continued)

greater numbers

University of Jaffna

University of Jaffna which .
closed for April vacation on the o= idic st :
Ath will reopen on the 2lst of manaru camp were sh(}:l‘onda
April. 1 : :

The annual cenvocation of
the University of Jaffna will
be held on Saturday the 16th
of August.

Two young men were shot
dead in Thondamanaru.

A patrol boat was darhéged
near Kayts. - 5

Two persons were killed
by shell attack in Jaffna town.

Four policemen were kilted
. by a land-mine explosion in

[n the Kilinochi district a Talaimannar- '
physician was burnt alive and
a watcher of a mission farm
was shot dead

Three persons who went
to see their lands in the Kent-
Dollar farm were Killed.

It Happened Last Week

Two soldiers were Kkilled in
Trincomalee district by a land
mine explosion. !

' Two young men were shot
dead in Mankulam.

Auditorium when he addressed a meeting organised by the Cen-
tral Province Peace Commitiee. ;

] Avoiding au tactical euphemisms in dealing with the loss
of momentum in our Peace quest, the Deputy Minister of Jus-
tice chose to conclude his address on a sobering note of seve-
Titye: = '

“The DDC Bill was introduced with the intention of the Devo-
Jution of Power. The Tamil United Liberation MPs agreed to
that. When they were hoping te enjoy the powers under the
DDCs, the DDC Elections in Jaffoa were completely destroyed
and even today nobody knew the whereahouts of 7 or 8 ballot
boxes. Disappointed and disgusted, Tamil Youth took arms against
the government.” ! The Island; 11-4-86.
The National Security Minister Athulathmudali speaking at

Prefects Day at Nalanda College, Colombo said:—

There could be no instant or miracle solution to this “problem.' If
anyone thought that it could be solved only with the use of arms
that was absolutely incorrect. Saying that the people eof the
North had not sufferad any injustice too was wrong.  An indﬁpti
study of the problem by bridging the communication gs;p _should
be made.” T

The purpose of these tingel and li é
g f ghts and sparkle reflected
1;1 tllaesc1 speeches is of course a genuine desire on the parf of
the leaders to restore some sort of momentum
peace process. a the‘Sta'ned

But unfortunately what we hear in i
the old martial strain *“So let the drumt:eralst(l);th' 20d S F[sl’
carry the day ". The government should in all 'f gl
its sights right across the board, if it is to wip 3tllrlness cl.la.n'gﬁ
of the Tamil people and lay the groundwork 5 Credxtln_luy_
solution- for a political
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